
Highlights of the January 2018 Session Meeting 
 

• Elected Greg Campbell Church Treasurer for 2018. 
• Approved the hiring of Steve Lawrence as Music Director 
• Made preparations for the Annual Meeting of the church on January 28 
• Andrew Warren presented an update on the status of the Habitat for 

Humanity proposal for multi-family housing on the church lot across 
from the parking lot.  The town Planning Commission will hold a 
hearing on the proposal on Tuesday, February 6 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Blacksburg Municipal Building, 300 S. Main Street.  All members of 
the church are encouraged to attend the meeting. 

• Received a written report from the Treasurer indicating that income 
projections for 2018 look favorable and should be adequate to support 
salary increases for staff in the area of 2.5%. 

• Approved salary increases of 2.5% for all church staff. 
• Nine new church members were accepted at a called session meeting 

on January 14. 
 



Highlights of the February 2018 Session Meeting 

 
• Approved a budget of $581,659 for 2018.  The good news is that there 

was a carryover of $17,000 from the 2017 budget year.  The bad news 
is that there may not be such a substantial carryover at the end of the 
2018 budget year. 

• Approved recommendation to Presbytery of the Peaks that Jan 
McGilliard be approved as a Commissioned Ruling Elder. 

• Agreed to invite a Blacksburg police officer to speak to session about 
ways to enhance safety and security in the church building. 

• Prayers for the Nominating Committee were solicited as it seeks to 
recruit people to serve in the next class of elders.  Several people have 
already been asked to serve and declined. 

 
 



Highlights of the March 2018 Session Meeting 
• The session heard a presentation about building safety and security by SGT Tommy Sarver of 

the Blacksburg Police Department.  There was a consensus that we have a responsibility to 
keep the congregation safe, but that our theology is not in keeping with locking our doors 
during worship. It was agreed that the session would keep the subject on the agenda for the next 
several meetings in order to define the direction our planning should take. Buildings and 
Grounds elder Brain Smith agreed to lead this effort. 
 

• Session revisited the request from Marquita Hill to establish the John C. Hassler Endowment 
for the Othakarhaka Charity Foundation.  The endowment will provide funds for the education 
of orphans and poor students who live in the Mulanje District of Malawi. Amendments to the 
proposal were made and a motion to approve the request passed.  
 

• An application for a Two-Cents-A-Meal grant was approved. 
 

• Buildings and Grounds Ministry and Kendra Crabtree gave an update on the Church 
Community Builder software that the church purchased a few months ago. The software is 
ready to be fully implemented. Brian and Kendra will work to begin using features of it with 
certain groups and it will be rolled out to the congregation after Easter.   
 

• During the above discussion it was shared that a planning group for the Men of the Church 
agreed to refer to the group in future as the Men of the Reformed Church (MORC), as  more in 
keeping with their Christian identity. 
 



Highlights of the April 2018 Session Meeting 
• Approved amendments to the Endowment By-Laws to require a group that received a 

large 3-year “seed” grant to wait 3 years from the year of final payment before 
applying for another seed grant and to permit a 1-year no-cost extension of a 3-year 
seed grant when appropriate. 

• Did a walk around together and approved placement near the front entrance of the 
church of a donated Peace Pole in honor of Elva Miller. 

• Approved installation of a new phone system for the church. 
• Building and Grounds Ministry has assembled a committee to develop policies 

concerning safety and security of the church building. They will be working over 
several months and report back.  

• Approved a contract for $31,749 to remodel and upgrade the church kitchen this 
summer.  The project will be paid for from donations made specifically for the 
project. 

• Decided to hold a session retreat.  The primary purpose of the retreat will be to 
develop a church mission statement. 

• Approved a request from the Roanoke Symphony Orchestra to hold a Destination 
Concert (for which tickets will be sold) in the church sanctuary during the weekend of 
December 14, 2018. 



Highlights of the June 2018 Session Meeting 
• Session examined three of the four new elder candidates, who shared their faith statements: Sarah 

Woolsey, Karen Watson, and Youth elder Sara Hunter. Catherine invited other members of Session 
to share as well. The examination of the new elders was unanimously approved. 

• Received an update on the kitchen renovation project. A permit for the project is under review by 
the Health Department, which has identified three minor issues that are being addressed. It is still 
hoped that the project will be finished before Head Start resumes in the fall. 

• Brian Smith gave a report from the Buildings and Grounds Ministry on safety and security issues 
related to the church that his ministry has been studying. That work will continue. 

• Session approved the Manna Team recommendations for 2018 annual endowment awards. 
o $12,000 to Blacksburg Presbyterian Church’s Malawi Committee to support the Mulanje 

Mission Hospital. 
o $8,000 to CEDEPCA to support its programs of disaster preparedness, community 

development, and food and water security in Guatemala. 
o $7,000 to New River Family Services, that provide safe emergency housing to families and 

children. 
o $4,500 to UKirk, the Presbyterian campus ministry at Virginia Tech to support its programs for 

university students. 
o $2,500 to To Our House, a thermal shelter for homeless men in the New River Valley. 
o $1,600 to Micah’s Caring Initiative, which provides weekend and summer lunches and clothing 

for children and nutritional support for the elderly. 
o $1,600 to Valley Interfaith Child Care for its daycare programs. 

• Catherine gave an informative report about her experience the previous week as commissioner to 
the General Assembly of PC-USA. 



Highlights of the August 2018 Session Meeting 
 

• Received an update on the kitchen renovation project.  Work is scheduled 
to commence on September 10. It is hoped that construction will take 2-3 
weeks. 

• Approved Manna Team recommendations to award two 3-year grants, 
totaling $42,000 each, to Sojourner Hospice House and the roofs for the 
Habitat for Humanity construction project (across the street from the 
church parking lot). 

• Approved the examination of Chris Zobel as elder. 
• Elected Jack Call clerk of session for a 1-year term. 
• Discussed relocation of church dumpsters. A final decision has not yet 

been made. 
• Discussed ways to enhance the Prayer Room experience after Sunday 

worship. 
• Discussed ways to help newcomers feel more welcome. 



Highlights of the September 2018 Session Meeting 
 

• Catherine shared that she and the Personnel Ministry had been working on a 
proposal to allow her to retire a few weeks shy of her 65th birthday in March of 
2019. The Personnel Ministry recommended that she end her service as of 
December 31st, and that the church cover her medical dues for the 9 weeks 
between December 31 and March 8, 2019, when she qualifies for Medicare; the 
recommendation passed. 

• Received an update on the kitchen renovation project.  Work is 
underway.  Everything has been removed from the kitchen and a new floor has 
been installed.  The drain on the new sinks will be lower than the old 
sinks.  Because of the location of the drain pipes in the wall of the kitchen, it will be 
necessary to install a pump to pump water from the new drains into the old pipes. 

• Discussions continue as to the best place to house the trash dumpsters once 
construction begins on the Habitat for Humanity townhouses across the street 
from the parking lot. 

 

 



 

Highlights of the October 2018 Session Meeting 
 

• Carl Utley, Interim Presbyter for Presbytery of the Peaks, explained the process BPC 
will go through in transitioning from Catherine to a new pastor. 
o Session will plan for funerals and hospital visits during the transition process. 
o A Transitional Team will be assembled. They will be the interim search 

committee and be in place until a full-time minister is hired. 
o The church will provide a proper farewell for Catherine. 
o After an interim pastor has been hired, the transition team will check in 

regularly with the interim pastor and communicate updates with the 
congregation.  

• An ad-hoc committee was created for the purpose of forming the transitional 
team, co-chaired by Peggy Kincaid and Heather Polikoff. 

• A called session meeting occurred on October 21st before church. During this 
meeting, the ad-hoc committee presented the transition team for consideration 
and Session elected the team that was presented. 

• The Transitional Team is Heather Polikoff, Peggy Kincaid, Dave Hayes, Martha 
Dillard, and Chris Lawrence.  



Highlights of the November 2018 Session Meeting 
• Approved sale of gift items at December 2 and 9 Advent Workshop by Presbyterian Women, 

KnitWits, and Quilters. 

• Announced that effective January 1, 2019, churches in Presbytery of the Peaks without an installed 
or interim pastor do not have to pay vacancy dues. 

• Approved supply pastors to preach during January and February 2019 worship services. 

• After listening to Beth Mattson describe her faith journey, her family, and her desire to engage in 
lay ministry, session agreed to sponsor her request to seek status as a Commissioned Ruling Elder 
from Presbytery of the Peaks. 

• Received a report from Sarah Woolsey about the current status of the Stewardship Campaign. 89 
pledges totaling $473,490 have been received.  The pledges received from those who pledged last 
year increased by 7.1%.  Pledges still have not been received from 39 families that pledged last year. 

• Nancy Artis and Jama Hayes agreed to serve as session members of the 2019 Nominating 
Committee.  They will meet with Catherine to recruit at least two or three non-elder members to be 
presented to the congregation for approval at a January congregational meeting. 

 

 

 



Highlights of the December 2018 Session Meeting 
Session did not meet in December, as is the case every year. There is a Called Session Meeting scheduled 

for January 6th after worship for the purpose of approving the Ministry Information Form (MIF).  

 

The Annual Called Congregational Meeting  

will take place on January 27th following the worship service. This meeting is 
for the purpose of electing the Nominating Committee which is being formed 

by Session members Jama Hayes and Nancy Artis. 

 

 

 


