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Pastor’s Page 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

It has been almost a decade since BPC has gone through the process of calling a new pastor.  In addition, some of 

you may be new to the Presbyterian system, and have no experience of what to expect.  Therefore, one of my first 

goals as interim pastor is to provide you with a sense of what that process will look like. 

 

However, it is necessary first to sit down with the Session and make some decisions of timing and design that will 

guide that process in a manner that is best for this congregation.  And given that the April meeting of Session falls a 

week later than normal (because of Easter), this May newsletter will have gone to press before that meeting (my first 

with Session) can take place. 

 

Therefore, I will have to delay any detailed overview until the Session has approved a general approach.  But in the 

meantime, I can tell you that it typically takes 14-to-24 months between the departure of a called pastor and the 

arrival of a new one.  That may seem like a long time, but there are several reasons why “doing it right” requires an 

investment of time: 

1. It usually takes a few months for an interim pastor to be selected and come on board (in your case, it was just 

over three months). I believe I recall seeing a communication from Catherine or the Transition Team 

explaining that the time between called pastors allows for a “breathing period”, in which an experienced 

interim pastor can come in and apply “fresh eyes” to the situation. 

2. The interim pastor must lead the Session in developing and carrying out a congregational self-study.  Two 

things are important to understand about this self-study: 

a) Its purposes are to discern whether any course corrections are necessary in the mission and 

staffing of the church, and what characteristics the congregation would most like to see in the 

new pastor; 

b) The presbytery will not allow the Pastoral Nominating Committee (i.e., “search committee”) to 

be elected until the self-study is completed. 

3. Even after the PNC is authorized to begin its work, it often takes a year to go through the various steps that 

lead to the calling of a new pastor. One reason is that many of the best potential candidates are either 

uninterested in leaving their current positions, or may be delayed (by family considerations) as to the timing 

of a move.  And even after a candidate and the PNC come to an agreement, it typically takes a month or so to 

work out all of the details with the presbytery and the Board of Pensions (plus time to accomplish the 

pastor’s relocation. 

Even though the length of the process can prove frustrating, we in the PCUSA feel that it yields a more reliable 

result.  In the meantime, I look forward to serving with you, getting to know you, and helping to shepherd you 

through this process. 

 

Blessings, 

Dave Cozad  

  

Life at BPC 
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  Session Highlights 
Meeting on March 17, 2019  

• Allison Unroe moderated the meeting. 

• Jama Hayes volunteered to be BPC’s commissioner to the May 4 Presbytery meeting. 

• Greg Campbell presented a Treasurer’s Report, noting that we are 16.75% of the way through the 

budget year.  We have accrued 15.8% of the income we need for 2019. Being slightly behind what we 

need for the year at this point is normal. 

• Session accepted a new member, Steve Jones, by transfer from Knox Presbyterian Church in Falls 

Church, Virginia.  Steve works in IT for the Town of Blacksburg.   

• The Transition Team presented a report on its efforts to find an interim pastor and recommended hiring 

the Reverend Dr. David B. Cozad for that position.  Team members shared very positive impressions of 
Dr. Cozad, including his extensive experience in the pastorate, experience as an interim pastor, excellent 

interpersonal skills, and impressive preaching abilities.  Session unanimously approved the Transition 

Team’s recommendation. 

• Session approved a motion to remove the refugee banner from the church lawn.  The banner has been 

torn by the wind, and efforts to stabilize the banner and improve its appearance have been unsuccessful.  

It was emphasized that the banner can always be put up again.  The possibility of making a more 

permanent and attractive sign was also mentioned and will likely be discussed at a future meeting. 

 

May 5     May 12  May 19  May 26 
3rd Sunday of Easter       4th Sunday of Easter 5th Sunday of Easter 6th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)     Acts 9:36-43 Acts 11:1-18  Acts 16:9-15 

Psalm 30      Psalm 23  Psalm 148  Psalm 67 

Revelation 5:11-14     Revelation 7:9-17 Revelation 21:1-6 Revelation 21:1-12, 21:22-22:5 

John 21:1-19      John 10:22-30 John 13:31-35   John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

 

 

Lectionary Texts for May  

Prayer Concerns 
 

...for Beth and Rodger Mattson’s grandson, Oliver Gillispie (age 6) who is being treated for Juvenile 

Rheumatoid Arthritis; 

...for Margaret Dawson’s family following her passing; 

...for Bill Henika who is recovering from surgery; 

...for Gail Anthony and family, following the passing of her mother; 

...for Sharon Watkins and her extended family upon the death of Shirley Cromer Brown, their mother and 

grandmother at age 99; 

...for Janice Woodard’s family following her passing; 

...for Karen Watson’s sister and brother-in-law who have been given temporary custody of their 10-week old 

granddaughter and one-and-a-half-year-old grandson; 

...for Virginia and Dick Bethune as Dick is in full time medical care; 

...for Charles Goodsell and family following the passing of Liz; 

...for Ranae Lahn who is dealing with difficult health issues; 

...for Larry Wright, husband of Anne Wright and father of Marcia Wright and Allison Kruckow, who is in 

treatment for cancer; 

...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times; 
 

Continue to be in prayer for Alfred Howery, Ted Ake, Marcia Cowley, Mark Rakes, David Doherty, Anne 

Grover, Joan Munford, and Carolyn White.  
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May 
May 4, BPC Work Day, 9am-12pm 
  Bring your garden gloves and help us  
  spruce up the grounds around BPC.  
 

May 5, Season of Creation, Water 
 

  Art Forum with Martha Dillard 
  Directly after worship in Westminster 
   

  Youth Group, End of Year Party  
  5:30-7:30pm, Location TBD 
 

May 12,  Season of Creation, Dirt 
 

May 15,  PJGM Meeting, 6pm in Hatcher 
 

May 19, Season of Creation, Air 
  We are worshiping outside! 
 

  Church Potluck Picnic 
  Directly after worship, bring a dish to share. 
  Dessert will be provided. Bring a picnic  
  blanket and/or outdoor chairs. 
   

May 27,  Church Office Closed 
 

May 31,  VBS Registration Closes 
  VBS is June 17-20, 5:30-8pm for ages Pre- 
 school (3) through rising 6th graders. 
 

Weekly 
Tuesdays 

Morningstars Bible Study 7:30am 
Quilters at 9:30am 

Prayer Meeting at 11am 
 

Wednesdays 
Handbell Rehearsal May 1st  

at 6pm 
Choir Rehearsal at 7pm 

 

 

 
 
 

Monthly 
May 5 

Communion Sunday 
 

May 19 
Cents-ability Offering 

 

May 20 
KnitWits, 1-3pm in Westminster 

 

Presbyterian Women Circles 
Lydia Circle 

May 6 at 12:30pm 
Fellowship Hall at BPC 

 

Hildegard Circle 
May 13 at 6pm 

At BPC 
 

Faith Circle 
May 5 at 6pm 

Dinner at Lefty’s 
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    Garden Plant of the Month 

Sweetspire is one of the most attractive shrubs native to 

the southeastern U.S., putting on a show both in spring and fall. 

In late spring, it features fragrant, tiny white flowers in slender, 

drooping racemes 3-6” long (like bottle brushes) that cover the plant. Oval, dark green leaves slowly turn shades of red, 

orange, maroon and gold in autumn, persisting on the plant until early winter.  Look for several of them blooming in our 

Creation Care Garden this month. 

 

 

Some Facts about Hunger in Virginia: 
-Info from Bread for the World, using facts from the US Census Bureau 

 
• Counties and cities with rates of 20 percent poverty or more are considered areas 

of concentrated poverty.  In those areas, hunger rates are higher, and problems, 

including poor housing conditions and fewer jobs opportunities, increase these 

hunger rates. In Virginia, 1,169,342 people live in counties or cities with poverty 

rates of 20 percent or more. 

• 30,382 veterans live below the poverty line. 

• 1 in 10 households struggle to put food on the table. 1 in 7 children and 1 in 9 women live in poverty. When women 

flourish, so do their children. 

• People of color in Virginia are 2 times more likely than whites to live with hunger and poverty. 

• An individual must earn $17.43 per hour in Virginia to provide for a family, yet, the state minimum wage is $7.25. 
 

When you sit down to eat, remember how well off you are, and give from your 

blessings to support Cents-Ability. 
 

 

 

 

MALAWI PARTNERSHIP  

MINISTRY 
 

 

$2,500 has been wired from BPC to Dr. Ruth Shakespeare at Mulanje Hospital for flood relief and we have 

quickly received warm words of appreciation. If you have not contributed and would like to, just make a 

check out to BPC and write Malawi flood on the memo line. We continue to hear from partners, friends, 

former VT students, about how badly Zomba and Mulanje were hit. It will take a long time to replace 

homes, gardens, latrines and boreholes for water sources. These early days are critical. 

 

We will keep you posted on the rebuilding and please keep our dear friends in your thoughts and prayers.  
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 Thanks to all you caring members of BPC! 
Two American pastors, Janet Chisom, Associate Pastor at Salem Presbyterian 

and Mary Jane Winter, from the Presbytery of the James, went to Guatemala for 

a retreat that all six female Guatemalan pastors were invited to attend.  Five of 

whom were able to attend. Also in attendance, CEDEPCA leadership, a 

translator, and Dahlia, who teaches religious classes “in the field” to mostly lay 

women who have difficulty coming to Guatemala City. Though difficult to find 

a centralized location the women traveled to a town near the coast, Retalhueleu, 

for the retreat. 

 

The Guatemalan pastors had never met each other prior to 

the retreat. It was a time of encouragement and 

understanding, a time to share the accomplishments and 

concerns. It was nice having two different perspectives 

from Janet and Mary Jane as they have been pastors for 

different periods of time, Mary Jane having more 

experience. Questions were asked of the Guatemalans such 

as “Do you have a pension? Do you have a house keeper? 

Are you paid?”  There were seminars on meditation and 

relaxation, how to care for yourself, and Bible studies one 

of which targeted the Mary and Martha story. They 

discussed some of the roadblocks in their ministry and 

shared ways to navigate them.  

 

You are invited to become involved in several 

ways: 
1. Consider traveling with the Presbytery to Guatemala through CEDEPCA October 28-November 3, 2019.  This 

is part of the Intercultural Encounters program and you will meet people whose lives have been changed by the 

work of CEDEPCA, participate in Bible Studies, and go to the Festival of Kites—ginormous kites associated 

with the Day of the Dead.  This Listen and Learn trip is for anyone! 

2. Give money for the Ecofilters.  I saw them in action turning water from the tap into safe, drinkable water.  

There were Ecofilters set up in drug stores and at hotels where people could fill up their bottles or cups and 

drink healthy water.  Our Presbytery has challenged each church to raise $50 which buys an Ecofilter that can 

be used safely for 3 years. 

Contact Sandy Schlaudecker, spspas@aol.com, for more information. 

 
 

Peaks Presbytery is exploring the possibility of establishing a partnership with Presbyterian church bodies in 

South Sudan. Scott Smith, from Blacksburg Presbyterian and Jordan Hertz, from Covenant Presbyterian in Roanoke, are 

joining other members and staff of other Presbyteries and the PC(USA) General Assembly Mission Agency in a trip to 

South Sudan May 20-30, 2019. They will meet leaders of the Presbyterian Church of S. Sudan, the South Sudan 

Presbyterian Evangelical Church, the Nile Theological College, RECONCILE, a peace building project of both churches, 

and other church related educational and social programs. 

 

The experiences will prepare them to present in churches and the presbytery about (1) how God is at work in South Sudan 

through the PC(USA) and our partners; (2) their new understanding of current issues and challenges of South Sudan; (3) 

the lives and ministries of our Presbyterian mission co-workers; and (4) the hope of lives being transformed. They will 

also assure church leaders in South Sudan that they are not forgotten in their struggles and remind them PC(USA) hopes 

to continue and extend support and connection and broaden its partnership with Presbyterians in the country. 

 

For more information on what's happening in South Sudan via the PC(USA) go to presbyterianmission.org and search 

South Sudan. 
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BPC SEASON OF CREATION 2019  
Finding God in the World: Water, Dirt and Air 

In Sunday Worship on May 5th, 12th and 19th 

 

We will worship under a tent set up on the walk/lawn outside the church front doors. 

 

Wear your casual clothes. Bring sunscreen and a blanket if you want to sit on the ground and not under the tent. 

Chairs will be provided under the tent. There will be handicapped access. 

 

Potluck Picnic after worship 
Bring a dish to share for the potluck picnic after worship  

and dishware/utensils to eat with if you are able.  

DESSERT WILL BE PROVIDED. 

 
A Season of Creation is an opportunity for congregations to take time in the church year to focus their 

celebration on God the creator, Christ as the redeemer of creation, and the Spirit as sustainer of creation—to 

worship God along with all creation (as the Psalms bid us), and to express gratitude, love, and a commitment 

to be partners with Christ in the healing of creation.  This is Blacksburg Presbyterian Church’s 5th year 

celebrating The Season of Creation in worship. 

 

 

BPC’s 2019 VBS 

June 17-20,  

5:30 – 8:00pm 
Preschool (3) through rising 6th grade. 

 

We are heading out on an African adventure that engages 

the whole heart! We will create a stampede of fun, go on 

wild Bible adventures and discover what life is like for 

five amazing kids who are living in Africa. We will sing 

and play and learn about the goodness of God. 
 

Register by May 31st at 

blacksburgpres.org/vbs 

 
Thanks to everyone who saves and puts the Box Tops 

for Education coupons that appear on products into the 

collection box in the window of the gathering space.   

 

I have just sent an envelope full of them to the Menaul 

School in Albuquerque, NM. Menaul School, where I 

served as Volunteer in Mission for 3 months several 

years ago, is one of the most diverse schools of our 

church. It began to serve Native American and 

Hispanic students who had difficulty getting an 

education. It is an excellent private school in that city, 

with quite a number of boarding students from China, 

Argentina, and other countries.  

 

Each box top is worth 10 cents and with churches all 

over our country sending in the coupons, this raises a 

great deal of money for school supplies. 

Keep them coming!   

 

Elva Miller 
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Opportunities at BPC 

 

Adult Education Sunday School Class, 9am in Hatcher, April 28 – May 19 
Come join us for the last few weeks of the Adult Education season.  Each Sunday through May 19 we will be 

watching a short video or reading a short essay on a topic like worship, sacrament, metaphors for God, and faith 

from the perspective of a scientist. Come as you are and join us for engaged conversation. 

 

Buildings and Grounds Work Day, May 4, 9am-12pm 

Please join us for another work day on May 4. We will be finishing the work from April of cleaning up the 

flower beds and columbarium, trimming back some of the plants, spreading some mulch, cleaning windows, 

doing some touch up painting around the building, and other smaller projects. We will officially begin at 9am, 

but some folks like to get an earlier start. Tools will be provided but if you have your favorites, feel free to bring 

them. Come for any or all of the time to help make our building hospitable to those who use it every week.  

 

 

Kitchen Update: Many thanks to Marti Snyder for spending many hours 

labeling the cloths in our tablecloth collection.  Each cloth now has a label 

indicating the size of the cloth, simplifying the process of selecting and storing 

the cloths.  Thanks to Marti for her help on this project! 
 

 

 

 

Kroger Community Rewards Enrollment  
Did you know you can support BPC just by shopping at Kroger? It's easy when you enroll in Kroger Community 

Rewards®! To get started, sign up with your Plus Card below, and select a local organization you wish to 

support. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for your chosen organization every time you shop and use your 

Plus Card! You must re-enroll every year.  

To see if you are enrolled, open the Kroger App/Choose “More”/Choose “Account Details” under My 

Info/Choose “Community Rewards” under Loyalty. Your enrollment status will show as will the name of the 

organization. To check your status or if you need to re-enroll go to Kroger.com/account/communityrewards. 

After signing in to your account, search for Blacksburg Presbyterian Church or TL329 and click Enroll. It’s that 

simple! 

 

May Birthdays 
1 – Gracie Byron, Nicholas Bundren 

2 –Bill Drummond, Zachary Swartzwelder 

3 – Jason Pospichal 

4 – Quin Spencer, Melinda Winslow 

5 – Jim Schlaudecker, Lucy Schor 

7 – Lynn Lipsey, Craig Woolsey 

9 – Janne Mathes, Reece McFall 

11 – Jud Campbell, Rick Davis, Isaac Haak 

12 – Tom Keenan, Lilian White 

13 – Betsy O’Brien, Emma Grace Woolsey 

15 – Carolyn White 

16 – Easley Smith 

17 – Elise Bailey, Suzanne Sanford, 

Francisco Slagel-Perry 

18 – Martha Dillard 

21 – Peg Warren 

22 – Steve Drumheller, Nancy Phillips 

23 – Billy Evans, Craig Winslow 

24 – Matthew Thorsett 

26 – Richard Polikoff 

28 – Sandra Parson, Ben Wyatt 

29 – Brian Thorsett 

30 – Greg Campbell, Sallie Drumheller, 

Bill Foy, Barbara Houston, Joey Zobel
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Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

701 Church St SE 

Blacksburg, VA 24060-5213 

www.blacksburgpres.org 
*change service requested 
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BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

701 CHURCH ST SE 

BLACKSBURG, VA 24060-5213 

540-552-2504 

BLACKSBURGPRES.ORG 

EMAIL: BPC@BLACKSBURGPRES.ORG 
 

Rev. Dave Cozad, Interim Pastor/Head of Staff 
Dave@blacksburgpres.org  

 

Steve Lawrence, Music Director 
Steve@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communications and Church Life 
Kendra@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Susan Hunter, Director of Children and Youth 
SusanH@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Sherry Ingham, Office Manager 
Sherry@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Kathy Carpenter, Campus Minister for UKirk at VT 
campusminister@pcusa-vt.org 
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