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For three Sundays in October, we will give focus to our global mission partners. We will focus 

on how the mind, body, and soul of the people of Bangladesh, Guatemala and Malawi are 

served through our partners on the ground. This is an overview of the work our partners do. 
Each Sunday you will find an insert in the bulletin with specific information on our partners’ 

work in education, health, and spiritual growth.  

Malawi 
 

The BPC Malawi Partnership began in 2003 with a Sunday School class focused on the 
country. In 2004 a delegation of four BPC church members traveled to southern Malawi 
to consult with the staffs of Mulanje Presbyterian Hospital, Mulanje College of Nursing, 
& Mulanje Community Day Secondary School. The goal and was to learn how and where 
BPC could most effectively partner with these. Since 2012 the Partnership’s work has 
benefitted from the pro-active involvement of Malawians who did their graduate work 
at Virginia Tech (most became active in our church) and then volunteered to assist us 
upon returning home. 
Mulanje Mission Hospital (MMH), situated in southeastern Malawi, is one of the 
country’s 5 historic Presbyterian hospitals. Founded as a maternity station 129 years ago, 
today the 220-bed hospital provides a full range of medical, surgical, maternity & 

pediatric services in a catchment area with a 
population of over 550,000. Mulanje’s doctors 
and nurses are widely known for their high standards of health care. The hospital 
is also a leading women’s health center, and women travel great distances to have 
safer deliveries, cervical cancer screening and treatment, & life-changing fistula 
repair surgery. Malawi is home to roughly 19 million people. It’s high fertility rate 
is coupled with the world’s highest rate of pre-mature births (18%). It also ranks 
among those countries with the greatest shortages of specialists trained in 
OB/GYN.) Implementation of the “Kangaroo Mother Care” system has reduced 
Malawi’s overall infant mortality by 40% during the past ten decades. 
       

BPC currently works with the three main parts of Mulanje Mission in the following ways:     
   

• Financial support of the hospital to purchase critical drugs, and its Sustainable Livelihoods program that 
fosters improved techniques of agriculture & livestock management. 

• Offers annual Nursing Scholarships for selected students at Mulanje College of Nursing. 

• Provides annual scholarships that enable 5 students to attend Mulanje Community Day Secondary School. 

• 3 years of support for a young man from MMH currently completing an OB/GYN degree in medical school. 

• Commitment of funds for 3 years that provide a comprehensive medical school scholarship for a 2018 
graduate of MCDSS 

 Life at BPC 

Read about our other Mission Partners on page 5 
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October 6   October 13   October 20  October 27 
World Communion Global Mission  Global Mission  Reformation Sunday 

Psalm 107   1 John 4:7-12, 19-21 Luke 18:1-8  Joel 2:23-32  

Ephesians 2:14-18 Luke 22:14-23  Jeremiah 31:31-34 Luke 18:9-14 

            Psalm 65 

            2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18 
 

 

Lectionary Texts for October  

Prayer Concerns 
 

...for the family of Carolyn White, who passed away Monday, September 9; 

...for Alec Good who is stationed in the Middle East as an Air Force doctor; 

...for Luke Phillips who is deployed in Afghanistan; 

...for Renee Jacobsen and her family, whose mother passed away; 

...for David Doherty as he deals with pneumonia and other health issues; 

...for Bill Henika who is dealing with medical issues; 

...for Ranae Lahn who is dealing with difficult health issues; 

...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times; 

 

Continue to be in prayer for Ben and Sue Johnson, Larry Wright, Alfred Howery, Ted Ake, Marcia 

Cowley, Mark Rakes, Joan Munford. 

 

Session Highlights 
Meeting on August 25th, 2019 

 

• All elders attended a 6-hour training session with Dave Cozad on August 24.   New Elders – 

Jama Green, Jim Rakes, Garland McKenzie, Beth Mattson, and Susan Barnard – were examined 

and installed as new members of session during worship the next day. 

• Greg Campbell, church treasurer, presented a year-to-date financial report, showing that church 

income for the year is about where it should be. 

• A draft of a church questionnaire was presented.  The questionnaire will be the first step in a 

church self-study, in preparation for calling a permanent pastor.  Session approved the 

questionnaire, with the understanding that some minor changes will be made to it based on input 

received from session elders. 

• Deacons are working on a letter to the congregation that will be designed to connect each 

member of the congregation to a deacon so that the member will know to call on that deacon if a 

special need arises. 

• Session approved a Manna Team proposal to provide $56,000 over a 3-year period to the Y Cares 

Childcare Center.  When completed (at the YMCA building on North Main Street), the center 

will provide daycare services to 135 children.  The cost of childcare will be fully or partially 

subsidized for the families of two-thirds of the children. 

• Jack Call was elected clerk of session for a one-year term. 
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October 
 
 

Oct 1 Stewardship Committee Meeting  
  5pm in Hatcher 
 

Oct 2 Fellowship Dinner  
  5:30pm in Fellowship Hall  
 

  PJGM Meeting 
  6:30pm in the office 
 

Oct 6 Lunch at Moe’s after worship 

   

Oct 8 UKirk Feed the Flock  
  6pm at Cooper House 
 

Oct 18-19  Habitat Raise the Walls Event!  
  More information to follow. 
 

Oct 20 Art Forum with Cherese Weaver  
  after worship Westminster Library 
   

Oct 22 Warm Hearth Communion  
  10am Showalter 1st floor activity room 
 

Oct 27 Fallapalooza! 4-6pm 
  4-5pm – pumpkin carving 
  5-6pm – Crop Walk for Hunger dinner 

 
Nov 1 Church Women United 
  9:30am-12:30pm in Hatcher 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

Weekly 
Tuesdays 

Morningstars Bible Study 7:30am 
Quilters at 9:30am 

Prayer Meeting at 11am 
 

Wednesdays 
Choir Rehearsal at 7pm 

 

Handbells at 6pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Monthly 
October 6 

World Communion Sunday 
 

October 20 
Cents-ability Offering 

 

Session Meeting,  
7pm in Hatcher 

 

October 28 
KnitWits, 1-3pm in Westminster 

 

 

Presbyterian Women Circles 
October 7 

Lydia Circle 
1:30-3pm, Fellowship Hall 

 

October 14 
Hildegard Circle 

6pm, Marti Snyder’s Home 
609 Kelly Lane 

 

October 24 
Faith Circle 

7:30pm, Peg Warren’s Home 
1201 Highland Circle 

BPC at a Glance… 
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ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY NEWS: 
 

State delegates in Virginia have launched a diverse coalition of economic, 

environmental and social justice organizations to work together on issues 

that intersect in their impacts on Virginians.  Some of the partners are Food 

and Water Watch, Chesapeake Climate Action Network, Virginia 

Organizing, NAACP, and a host of other organizations.  The Coalition is 

called Green New Deal Virginia.  In forming such a coalition, leaders have sought to acknowledge that social, economic 

and environmental justice issues cannot be separated, and progress is better achieved when all the issues are worked on 

together. The Green New Deal Virginia will be releasing a legislative agenda soon. Look for it and lend your support! 

 

TAKE NOTE:  

Check in BPC’s gathering space for “Guidelines and Examples for earth-friendly supply use” specifically geared for 
events at BPC.  These tips will help us substantially reduce our consumption of single-use supplies. 

 

 

Gleaning to Give 

What is this? Join with your church community to spend the morning 

gathering produce (in this case turnips) that have been left in the field 

for volunteers to gather to be distributed and used by food banks, soup 

kitchens, food pantries and other hunger agencies.  
 

Who can come? This is an event for all ages though the recommended 

age for gleaning is grade 2 and up and parents are responsible for 

watching their children. Waivers will be completed by everyone, and any gleaners under 18 will need a waiver signed by 

an adult.   
 

RSVPs are required by Thursday, Nov. 8, and can be made by contacting the church office. Directions and waivers will 

be sent out to all who RSVP.  We will all need to meet at the farm at 9:00 AM for a brief orientation. Let the church office 

know if you would like to carpool.  
 

What should I wear/bring? Wear layers appropriate for the weather (event will occur rain or shine, as people are 

depending on the food), boots for muddy fields, drinks and snacks, lunch if you would like to stay and eat at the 

farmhouse yard with the group after gleaning is finished. 

 
 

Your “Two Cents” at Work… God’s Storehouse Urban Farm 
 

God’s Storehouse, located in Danville, VA, has been feeding hungry people for over 30 years, 

currently supplying food for an average of 174 families per day, four days each week. Located in a 

region that’s lost industry and where nutrition-related disorders are prevalent, God’s Storehouse is 

always looking for ways to provide healthier, high quality food to those served, and is excited to now 

have their own Urban Farm! In September 2018, God’s Storehouse was granted a permit to farm in the 

city, led by an AmeriCorp VISTA volunteer, and funded primarily through a Danville Regional 

Foundation community grant. Additional Urban Farm goals are to educate the area’s diverse population 

about healthy local food and sustainable agriculture. The Urban Farm includes 20 raised beds and a greenhouse to be used 

for year-round educational opportunities, including small, sustainable business possibilities. The Urban Farm is a 

wonderful example of how food can be grown in an urban community, which is critical in addressing food insecurity. The 

Presbytery of the Peaks has long supported God’s Storehouse through Two Cents-a-Meal and is excited to have awarded 

Saturday, November 16, 9AM to 12PM 

at Windy Hills Farm in Riner, VA 
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 additional Two Cents’ funding to assist with providing solar power and passive heating systems climate control for the 

Urban Farm greenhouse.  

 

Guatemala 
Guatemalans are still recovering from a brutal 36-year civil war. Combating high illiteracy and poverty 
rates, a seemingly unbreakable cycle of corruption on all government and corporate levels, 
a universally contaminated water supply and susceptibility to major natural disasters.  
 
CEDEPCA (Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America) is an educational non-profit 
that strives to make a difference and works to transform lives through four main programs: 

 
Biblical and Theological Seminary - Prepares pastors to 
practice transforming theology that includes subjects 
on gender, interculturalism and the environment. 
 

Women’s Ministry - Faith-based educational activities 
that empower women to understand their personal and 
legal rights, take leadership roles in their communities 
and continue or begin their formal education. 
 

Disaster Ministry - Prevention and preparation training 
reduces the impact of natural disasters (hurricanes, 
earthquakes, mudslides and volcanic eruptions) and 
when disasters do happen, CEDPECA responds with 
supplies and psycho-social and spiritual support. 
 
 

Intercultural Encounters - Facilitates travel experiences that bring people from the US and Canada to 
Guatemala to learn and connect with locals. BPC sends members on these “listen and learn” trips annually. 
 

Bangladesh 
The Morgans’ help churches plan and implement congregation-based ministries of healing as well as 
broader community health programs integrated with other social development activities. They also advise 
mission hospitals on patient care and support the work of church-related nursing schools. They have a 
special interest in helping churches deepen their 
understanding of the ministry of healing and its role in 
the proclamation of the gospel. 
 
The PC(USA) currently supports education ministries 
in the Rajshahi and Meherpur Districts in western 
Bangladesh, including fourteen Santal village-level 
student tutoring centers, two hostels for women 
college students, and two primary schools. 
The CoB (Church of Bangladesh) plans to establish a 
Patient Advocacy Network involving the Christian 
Mission Hospital in Rajshahi, Bangladesh, Shalom (a 

Global Mission Focus continued. 
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 Christian social development program) and the 27 Rajshahi-area congregations.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artifacts 
Ceramic Sculptures 
 

Art Forum by Cherese Weaver  
October 20th, after worship in Westminster 

 
 
 Raise the Walls!  

October 18 and 19 

704 Church St SE 
Two Shifts: 8:30am-12:30pm, 12:30pm-4:30pm 

 

BPC will have childcare available for 10 and under 

during the Saturday morning shift for those who 

request it. Ages 16 and up can help on the build site 

with parental consent. For this project only, ages 11-

16 will be able to volunteer but not on the job site. 

 
More Details at blacksburgpres.org/habitat 
 

Let’s Have Lunch! 
October 6 

Join us at Moe’s 
Southwest Grill in 

downtown Blacksburg 
after worship. 
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The REUNIR Bracelet Project 
 

BPC has received a box of bracelets to distribute from the First Presbyterian Church in Marshfield, Wisconsin. 

FPC in Marshfield’s Immigration Action Team created the REUNIR project in concern for the children and 

parents separated at the U.S.-Mexico border. REUNIR means to “bring together,” which is both a Christian and 

humanitarian aim. BPC’s Peace, Justice, and Global Mission Team (PJGM) has put up a display in the 

Gathering Space with more information. Stop by to get your bracelet.  

 

The purpose of the bracelets is multi-fold:  

• To keep awareness focused on this human tragedy, which truly 

transcends politics. 

• To promote dialogue and engagement between people about 

the current state of family separation policies and the short-

and-long term devastation.  

• To encourage advocacy for national policy changes to reunite 

families, and to resist policies that create this separation in the 

future.  

• To encourage financial support of the organizations who are 

working toward reunification of families, and for long term 

policy changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Birthdays 
 

1 – Jim Hardell, Brandon Spencer 

7 – Garland McKenzie 

8 – Bradley Hertel, Jaya Erickson, Judy McCord 

9 – Kate Byron, Dorothy Domermuth 

10 –Anna Mitchell 

11 – Max Grieco 

12 – Mac McCord 

14 –Janet Rakes, Rick Furr 

15 – Heather Evans, Sam Woolsey 

16 – Lexie Rascher 

17 – Lynn Klappich, Richard Turner 

18 – Jesse Parson, Cherese Weaver 

19 – Helen Corl, Karen Watson 

23 – Phil Bailey 

24 – Colleen Drumheller, Gavin Faulkner 

27 – Ben Bailey 

CEDEPCA Donations Needed 
 

Members of BPC are joining others in the Peaks Presbytery and the James Presbytery on a Listen and Learn 

trip to Guatemala to visit our mission partners at CEDEPCA. Every year they like to take a suitcase or two of 

office and first aid supplies. To participate, bring your items for donation to the church by October 20th and 

put in the bins located outside the church office and in the Gathering Space near the stairs.  

 

If you would like ideas on what they need you can find the Suggested Items/Supplies for CEDECA list at the 

Welcome Window in the Gathering Space. If you have any questions you can contact Sandy Schlaudecker at 

cheesemaker72@gmail.com.  
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 28 – Jeff Call 

29 – Nancy Alexander, Juan Espinoza, Patti Giles, 

Bill Rascher 

31 – Claire Prosser, Marcia Wright 

 

 

 

 

Back Page 

Includes contacts, postage stuff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

701 Church St SE 

Blacksburg, VA 24060-5213 

www.blacksburgpres.org 
*change service requested 
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BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

701 CHURCH ST SE 

BLACKSBURG, VA 24060-5213 

540-552-2504 

BLACKSBURGPRES.ORG 

EMAIL: BPC@BLACKSBURGPRES.ORG 
 

Rev. Dave Cozad, Interim Pastor/Head of Staff 
Dave@blacksburgpres.org  

 

Steve Lawrence, Music Director 
Steve@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communications and Church Life 
Kendra@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Susan Hunter, Director of Children and Youth 
SusanH@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Sherry Ingham, Office Manager 
Sherry@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Kathy Carpenter, Campus Minister for UKirk at VT 
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