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Transition Team at Work 
After Catherine Taylor announced her wish to retire, the Transition Team was chosen by the Session to 
seek an Interim Pastor for Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. It is made up of a mix of long-time and 
newer members, women and men, session members and members of the congregation. We are: Session 
members Heather Polikoff and Peggy Kincaid, and church members Martha Dillard, Chris Lawrence, 
and Dave Hayes. We agreed to take on the task of searching for the interim pastor who could help 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church prepare itself to call a pastor to lead the church into the future. 
 
According to the Presbytery of the Peaks Manual for Intentional Interim Ministry, there are five 
developmental tasks to be accomplished during the interim period: 

• Come to terms with history – resolve feelings of grief, loss, anger, and panic 
• Discover a new identity – the result of careful self-assessment (usually known as a mission 

study) 
• Strengthen the patterns of lay leadership – assess patterns of lay involvement in the church 
• Strengthen denominational ties – particularly with Committee on Ministry Liaison and 

Presbytery staff 
• Prepare for new leadership – the Pastor Nominating Committee will be at work and the 

congregation will be readying itself psychologically and spiritually to enter into partnership with 
a new leader. 

 
At BPC we know that finding an interim pastor to lead the church through these developmental tasks is 
no easy chore. At the suggestion of Presbytery staff, the Transition Team is doing a national search that 
involves preparing a Ministry Information Form that will be entered into the denomination’s Church 
Leadership Connection database. The CLC is a matching system, matching our stated needs with interim 
pastor candidates who have certain skills and attributes. The Team will evaluate the resulting matches, 
along with other suggested names, to research and decide on persons to interview and find the person we 
believe will lead us through the developmental stages to calling an installed pastor.   
 
The Transition Team’s work might take several months, leading to a year or more of work with our 
Interim Pastor. We all hope that the Interim Pastor will speedily help us through the above tasks and at 
an early stage, decide BPC is ready to form a Pastor Nominating Committee to start the adventure of 
seeking a new installed pastor.  Please be in prayer for the Transition Team, as we start this process. 
 
 
BPC Transition Team    
 

There will be a Q&A with members of the Transition Team on January 6th at 9am in Hatcher. 
 
 
  

Life at BPC 
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Session Highlights 
Session did not meet in December, as is the case every year. There is a Called Session Meeting scheduled 

for January 6th after worship for the purpose of approving the Ministry Information Form (MIF).  

 
The Annual Called Congregational Meeting  

will take place on January 27th following the worship service. 
This meeting is for the purpose of electing the Nominating 

Committee which is being formed by Session members Jama 
Hayes and Nancy Artis. 

 January 6  January 13 January 20   January 27   
 Isaiah 60:1-6  Isaiah 43:1-7  Isaiah 62:1-5    Nehemiah 8:1-10  
 Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Psalm 29  Psalm 36:5-10    Psalm 19   
 Ephesians 3:1-12 Acts 8:14-17  1 Corinthians 12:1-11   1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 Matthew 2:1-12 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 John 2:1-11     Luke 4:14-21  
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

Prayer Concerns 
 

...for Linda Smith who had a heart attack on 12/14, had a cardiac catheterization and is doing well; 

...for Judy McCord who is having a difficult time healing and may require additional treatment; 

...for Roy and Judith Jones’ granddaughter, Emma Ravenberg, who is recovering from knee surgery; 
…for Susan Shome whose husband Dilip passed away on Friday, Dec. 7; 
…for Sherry Ingham’s 23-year-old nephew Jack who is home and doing well recovering from a head injury; 
…for Sharon Watkins and family, following the passing of her husband Tom Watkins; 
...for Edith Stockton who is dealing with health issues at home; 
...for Ranae Lahn who is dealing with difficult health issues; 
...for Larry Wright, husband of Anne Wright and father of Marcia Wright and Allison Kruckow, who is in 
treatment for cancer; 
...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times; 
 
Continue to be in prayer for Alfred Howery, Linda Frazier, Ann Saacke, Ted Ake, Marcia Cowley, Mark 
Rakes, David Doherty, Anne Grover, Joan Munford, Margaret Dawson, Carolyn White, Jackie Harder and 
Janice Woodard.  
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January 
January 1,   Office Closed 
 

January 6,   Sunday School for all ages begins, 9am 
    

   Transition Team Q&A, 9am, Hatcher 
    

   PW Annual Gathering, 2:30pm,   
   Fellowship Hall 
 

January 12,   Church Family Fun Night, 4-6pm 
   Fellowship Hall 
   There will be games for all ages; card games,  
   board games, group games, etc. There will be  
   games provided but feel free to bring your own to 
   share! Bring an item for the potluck. 
 

January 13,   Art Forum in Westminster Library  
   after worship 
 

January 13 & 20,  University Ministry Card Table 
   Tell our college students hello while they are  
   away from home. There will be a table with the 
   student’s information and a card for you to leave a 
   note. The University Ministry team will be sending 
   them out throughout the year to let our college 
   kids know we are thinking of them about praying 
   for them.  
 

January 21,   Church Office Closed 
 

January 25,   Youth Lock-In 
 

January 27,   Annual Called Congregational Meeting 
   Will begin at the end of worship 
 

January 28,   PW Coordinating Team Meeting,  
   3pm in Westminster 
 

January 29,   BPC Feed the Flock at UKirk at VT 
   Contact Karen Watson, Chair of University Ministry, 
   at University@blacksburgpres.org  
 

February 2-8, BPC Hosts To Our House   
 
 
  
 
 

Weekly 
Tuesdays 

Morningstars Bible Study 7:30am 
Quilters at 9:30am 

Prayer Meeting at 11am 
 

Wednesdays 
Choir Rehearsal begins  

Jan 9th at 7pm 
 

Handbell Rehearsal begins  
Jan 30 at 6pm 

 
 
 
 

Monthly 
January 6 

Communion Sunday 
 

January 20 
Cents-ability Offering 

 
Presbyterian Women Circles 

Lydia Circle 
January 7 at 1:30pm 

Fellowship Hall at BPC 
 

Hildegard Circle 
PW Annual Meeting will  

serve as the monthly meeting 
 

Faith Circle 
January 9th at 7:30pm 

Linda Pospichal’s Home 
110 Countryside Court 
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Winter Emphasis in Creation Care: 
Reducing Single-Use Plastic at Church and Home 
 
JANUARY: PLASTIC WATER BOTTLES 
 
 
This month, we take a closer look at single-use plastic water bottles.  There are times and places when bottled water 
is essential for health.  However, for those of us who have access to safe tap water, it is a waste of valuable resources 
to buy water in a single-use, single-serving bottle. 

• Around the world, nearly a million plastic beverage bottles are sold every minute. 
• 480 billion plastic bottles were sold globally in 2016! 

 
Here are some suggestions: 

• Try to avoid plastic bottled water. Tap water is regulated by more stringent standards than bottled water.  
If you would like your tap water purer, consider installing a home filtration system or using a portable filter, 
such as a binchotan charcoal filter. Non-plastic reusable water bottles (stainless steel and glass are the best 
choices) are now very easy to find - they reduce plastic waste, as well as exposure to toxins, and they save 
you money the more you use them.  

• If you must use plastic water bottles, minimize their use, and minimize exposing the bottles to 
temperature extremes.  Plastic bottles made from PETE #1 or HDPE #2 are intended for single use only; 
they are not intended by the manufacturers to be used again and again. Avoid cleaning them with strong 
detergents which can degrade the plastic and increase leaching - try and use a natural biodegradable 
detergent.  

 
Share your ideas on BPC’s Facebook page or email them to swindes@vt.edu. If you have a favorite brand of reusable 
water bottle, let us know!   
 

 

Kitchen Renovation Project Update 
 
In August, 2015, kitchen users met to discuss a possible renovation of 
the kitchen. Representatives from church teams, Head Start, PW, and 
church staff developed a wish list for the project. Design students 
from Radford University and Virginia Tech developed proposals 
which were incorporated into the plan for the project. 
 
Generous donations from Jim and Janet Rakes and other church 
members rendered a fund-raising campaign unnecessary. The 
proposal submitted by Legacy Builders submitted was approved by 
session in April, 2018. Construction began during the summer of 
2018, and the project was completed in October. On October 23, 
Ranae Gillie prepared and served the first meal in the renovated 
kitchen, a luncheon to Smyth Lecture attendees. 
 
Many thanks to those whose diligent work brought this project to 
fruition: 

• Original “Kitchen Renovation Committee” members Connie 
Cummings, Sylvia Echols, Mary Lee Hendricks, Susan Hunter, 
Leah Hill, Catherine Taylor, Sarah Windes, Craig Woolsey 

• Others who reviewed plans and contributed ideas and expertise along the way including Russell Drumheller, Nancy 
Furr, Peggy Kincaid, Trina Porterfield, Brian Smith, Dave Smith, Lisa Smith, and Marti Snyder 

• Sherry Ingham who provided administrative support 
• Kendra Crabtree who provided publicity 
• General Contractor Legacy Builders, and specifically Nancy Phillips, whose unfailing good humor was critical to 

the success of the project. 
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Amazing Generosity 
The Presbyterian Women, Quilters and, KnitWits would like to thank the 
congregation for the wonderful response to the Alternative Gift Giving Fair.   
 
The following organizations will benefit from your generosity:   
Bread for the World, CEDEPCA, ECPAT, Malawi, Micah’s Backpack, 
To Our House, UKirk, VICCC, Women’s Resource Center,  
and the BPC Deacon’s Fund.   
The amount collected for these charitable organizations totaled $6,092. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
PW Annual Meeting, January 6 at 2:30pm in Fellowship Hall 
Mark your calendars! Celebrate with PW through Bible Study led by Sarah Windes,  
the election and installation of leaders, and refreshments. Whether you’ve been in a  
circle for years or don’t know what a circle is. Come learn about PW and how you  
can be involved. All women are welcome!   
 
 

All Women Winterlude Retreat 2019 
February 22-23 at Camp Alta Mons 
 

LOVING JUSTICE 
Presented by Pam Snyder 
 
Missions are Pam’s passion! She served as Vice Moderator for Mission Relationships for  
Presbyterian Women Churchwide 2012 through 2015 and Mission Partners Chair for the  
PW Churchwide Gathering in 2018. She led a work trip to NY to repair homes after Super  
Storm Sandy and has participated in mission trips abroad and in the USA. She also  
participated in a Women of the Reformation study trip and currently serves as a delegate to 
 the UN Commission on the Status of Women. 
 

Join us and bring a friend! 
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Adult Education Opportunities 
 

Christianity: Back to Basics 
January 13 – March 10 
Hatcher Conference Room 
Led by Jonathan Anderson 
 
Christians young and old must be familiar with a certain body of basic knowledge forming a shared basis of 
communal faith, and enabling us to say together, “Jesus is Lord!” While the better knowledge does not 
necessarily make us the better Christian, we invest in a basic shared understanding of facts, interpretations, 
doctrines, language, and practices that enable us to be a stronger faithful community. This class at Blacksburg 
Presbyterian Church seeks to provide a refresher course in some of this basic knowledge, to review what we 
know, to pass this knowledge on to new partners in faith as they join our community, and to reflect on what 
remains important and what continues to challenge us in the Christian message.  
 
This class will be run as a roundtable discussion, with a leader providing some important ideas and source 
materials, and encouraging an open interaction with participants. All materials will be provided.  
 
 
 

Enneagram Workshop  
7pm on Mondays in Westminster Library 
Begins January 28th. Will meet for 6 weeks.  
The Road Back to You: An Enneagram Journey to Self-Discovery  
By Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile 
 
The Enneagram is an ancient tool used to help you connect to yourself, others, and 
God more fully. It’s a process of discovery that takes you on a journey toward 
self-awareness. Join Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communications and Church 
Life, this fall as we scratch the surface on this system of discovery.  
 
Email kendra@blacksburgpres.org by January 20th to participate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Numerous volunteer opportunities include: 

Making meals – Providing snacks – Doing laundry – Driving guests 
– Being in charge of the evening – Delivering cots and materials to 

the next host site – Staying overnight at the church – and more! 
 

Be on the lookout for signups! 

BPC will be hosting TOH, February 2 – 8, 2019 
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BPC Feed the Flock (January 29) 
 

Once a month, BPC provides the meal for UKirk’s weekly 
Tuesday gatherings. The first one of the Spring semester is 
January 29th! If you would like to participate by providing a dish 
or element for the meal contact, University Ministry Chair, Karen 
Watson at university@blacksburgpres.org. 
 
 
UKirk 21st Annual Chili Cook-Off 
February 10 at 5:30pm at Northside PC 
 

Join us as we raise money for UKirk.  
Here is what to expect:  
o Tickets are $10 to get in. Children 12 and under are free.  
o Enter your best chili recipe or just come to eat and judge. 
o PRO TIP: Bring a muffin tin to try as many chili’s as you can.  
o Muffin tins will also be available to purchase if you forget yours. 
o There will be a silent auction and a baked goods for sale.  

This event is a great way to support campus ministry at VT! Mark 
your calendars. You don’t want to miss it!  
 

 
 

January Birthdays  
 
1 – Susan Bartko, Sarah Windes 
3 – Skip Jubb 
4 – Sara Hunter, Evelyn Wolf 
10 – Mark Hutchins  
11 – Clara Corl 
12 – Sherry Ingham, Ellen Oliver  
13 – Nataleigh Pienkowski 
14 – John Perumpral 
15 – Sally Alderson, Heidi Ann Mesmer 
17 – Linda Harvey 

18 – Rachel Parson 
19 – Pamela Turner 
22 – Alice Ledford  
23 – Bill Henika 
25 – Christopher Lawrence, Winnie Myers 
26 – Judith Jones 
28 – Heather Lawrence 
29 – Lewis Barnett  
30 – Lilia Bundren 
31 – Ted Ake  

Welcome Our New  
Campus Minister 

 
The UKirk Ministries at Virginia Tech Board of 

Directors announces with pleasure that The 
Reverend Kathy L. Carpenter has accepted a call 

as campus minister. As you may know, Kathy 
has been serving as Acting Campus Minister 

since last October. 
 

A native of Louisville, KY, and Greensboro, 
NC, Kathy is no stranger to the presbytery, 

having previously served several churches in the 
bounds of the presbytery (Blacksburg, 

Northside, Rustburg), and as Acting Campus 
Minister at UKirk for the past year. 

 
Kathy holds a BA in English from the University 

of North Carolina (Greensboro), a Master of 
Arts in Christian Education from PSCE 

(Richmond), and a Master of Divinity from 
Columbia Theological Seminary (Decatur). 

Kathy has served numerous other churches and 
outreach organizations in Georgia, North 

Carolina, and New Jersey, always seeking out 
ways to serve wherever able. 

 

 
 

Cooper House at VT 
PCUSA Campus Ministry 
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Steve Lawrence, Music Director 
Steve@blacksburgpres.org 

 
Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communications and Church Life 

Kendra@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Susan Hunter, Director of Children and Youth 
SusanH@blacksburgpres.org 

 
Sherry Ingham, Office Manager 

Sherry@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Kathy Carpenter, Campus Minister for UKirk at VT 
campusminister@pcusa-vt.org 

 


