
2019 Advent Alternative Gifts 
 

This year, on December 1st at 9am and December 8th, you will have the opportunity to participate in 
BPC’s Advent Workshop and Alternative Gift Fair. The list below offers a brief description of each of the 

organizations you will have the chance to support through donating in someone’s memory or honor. 
You will receive a card for each organization to which you donate. If you wish, you may send the card 

to the honoree or to a relative of the memorial gift.  
 

You will also have the opportunity to purchase items made and donated by the KnitWits and Quilters. 
All proceeds from those sales will go to the Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley.  

 
 
Bread for the World is a nonpartisan non-profit Christian voice urging our nation’s decision-makers to 
end hunger at home and abroad. One (1) in five (5) American children live in a family that struggles to 
put food on the table.  Studies have shown that, in developing countries, malnutrition can cause 
stunting and other problems in the bodies and brains of children. The risks are the same for children 
in the U.S. 
 
 

CEDEPCA (Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America) is a non-profit 501(c)3 
organization headquartered in Guatemala.  Its ministries are far-reaching, including working to 
eliminate violence against women and children and educating community leaders about how to 
deal with natural disasters.  CEDEPCA contributions this year will be used to purchase water filters 
in Guatemala.  Ninety-seven percent (97%) of rivers, lakes, and streams are contaminated with 
bacteria of fecal origin.  Over half of the population does not have access to clean water.   

 
 

ECPAT-USA (End Child Prostitution and Trafficking) is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that is part of 
the only global network dedicated to protecting children from all forms of commercial sexual 
exploitation. Tens of millions of vulnerable children, women, and men worldwide are captured, sold, 
and held against their will for forced labor, including sexual service and fighting wars. 
Tassa Tags, which are ECPAT International luggage tags (or may be used on any 
kind of bag) are made at The Regina Center in Nongkhai, Thailand. They are a 
fair-trade product and directly support the women there at risk for sex 
trafficking, keeping them employed, able to support their families and send their 
children to school.  PW will offer a free Tassa Tag to anyone donating $12 or 
more.  

 
 
Malawi is a BPC partnership and ministry with Mulanje Mission. Funding provides aid to the 
hospital, primarily for medicines; aid to the Public Health Program; and aid to the Food Security 
Program. Donations also provide medical scholarships at the Mulanje College of Nursing and further 
medical training for employees at the hospital, as well as scholarships for students at Mulanje 
Secondary School. 
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Micah’s Backpack is a non-profit 501(c)3 faith community initiative that provides direct food 
assistance for children in low income families.  Every Friday during the school year, identified 
students receive a backpack filled with meals and snacks for the weekend and an educational 
piece. Friday mornings volunteers deliver the bags and the partner schools distribute them to the 

students. Currently, a number of children in Blacksburg schools receive healthy food during the academic year and during 
the summer break.  In addition to the above, the program incorporates Micah’s Soup for Seniors and Micah’s Closet. 

 
To Our House is a non-profit 501(c)3 group of interested citizens, faith communities, and social 
service professionals who have joined to provide temporary shelter for single, homeless men (and 
now women) in the New River Valley from November through March. Local faith communities 
host the shelter, providing meals and fellowship, through many volunteers. Blacksburg 
Presbyterian Church is a host church. Participants have stated that they have the feeling of being 
a part of a family and have even called it a life-saving experience. 
 

 
UKirk Campus Ministry at Virginia Tech (Cooper House) partners with the Presbytery of the Peaks 
and four area churches, one of which is Blacksburg Presbyterian Church.  Students gather for 
dinner, fellowship, worship, discussion, and for planning participation in mission activities locally 
and globally.  Pastoral care is offered following its mission “to nurture the faith development and 
discipleship of the students, respond to human needs regardless of ethnicity, gender, or sexual 
orientation, and promote peace and justice as Christ teaches us.” 

 
 
VICCC (Valley Interfaith Child Care Center, Inc.) is a 501(c)3 organization that serves children of 
low-income families. With special support from New River Valley faith communities, VICCC’s 
goal is to create high-quality, affordable, educational, and nurturing care for young children 
(ages 0-5) of low-income working families in the New River Valley. BPC has been supportive of 
this endeavor from its inception, providing board members, volunteers, funding, and much 
needed everyday items necessary for the care of the children.  

 
 
Women’s Resource Center’s mission is to implement individual and social change for a violence-free community in the 
New River Valley region of Virginia, by providing programs and services to adults and children who have experienced 
sexual or domestic violence, and by providing education, training, and prevention programming to the public and to allied 
professionals. 
 
  
The KnitWits have made shawls, cowls, headbands and fingerless gloves, and the 
Quilters have made aprons, coasters, zipper and snap pouches, pillows and fabric 
stars to decorate your home for the holidays. Prices will range from $3 to $40. 


