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The Pastor’s Page 
Advent begins almost exactly at the start of December this year, with the first Sunday of Advent falling on 
December 2nd. We’ll share communion that day and hear the first strains of beloved seasonal music, then have the 
month to ready ourselves spiritually for the night of Jesus’ birth. Yet in the midst of the secular demands of the 
season, it can be easy to let Advent just slip by.   
 
Advent’s small disciplines can keep us in the moment—the lighting of candles each evening, the saying of 
prayers, or the use of an Advent devotional at the dinner table. It also helps to have a particular mind set from 
the start. There is a difference, after all, between feeling as though “time is running out!” and waiting with a 
sense of holy expectation.   
 
I said “mind set,” but that’s not quite it. “Heart set” might be better. This year I suggest letting yourself wonder 
what the gift of this Advent will turn out to be. Then allow your wondering to lead you for at least part of every 
day to search for Advent blessings. For me the gift of the season will probably have to do with relishing my last 
Advent as an installed pastor. Yet there are bound to be other Advent gifts on the horizon if I poise myself to be 
on the lookout—perhaps the beginning of a new relationship with the season, a longed-for answer to prayer, or 
maybe just renewed pleasure in the colored lights, sweet flavors, and the scent of greens.  
 
If we let it, time can become a gift in Advent, a needed space in which we can practice opening our hearts to 
God’s in-breaking activity. The child who is on the way is destined to shatter many things. Some of them are 
things we would like to see stay exactly the same, thank you, for we are people who benefit greatly from the way 
things are. So, it is all too easy to convince ourselves that nothing real is going on here, just a few nice rituals 
and songs leading up to one hectic, happy morning, especially if there are kids in the house. We can make the 
mistake of settling for Advent as a precursor to the “real” event on Christmas morning.   
 
I hope to let Advent do its job between now and the moment when we gather at the manger. All we need to do is 
wait. Wait and listen. God has a way of speaking to us in the small details of life, which, when we take the time 
to pay attention, can reveal all manner of new possibilities. Things as simple perhaps as that phone call to 
reconnect that you've been meaning to make, or that action that keeps nagging at your heart, or…well, for each 
one of us the details will be different. But there is still time to let Advent bring you a sense of wonder and hope, 
hope and wonder at what God has in store. 
 
Grace upon grace, 
 

  
Catherine 
 
 
 

Life at BPC 



 

 2 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church                          Issue 12.18 
 

  
 
  

Session Highlights 
November 18th, 2018 Meeting 

• Approved sale of gift items at December 2 and 9 Advent Workshop by Presbyterian Women, KnitWits, 
and Quilters. 

• Announced that effective January 1, 2019, churches in Presbytery of the Peaks without an installed or 
interim pastor do not have to pay vacancy dues. 

• Approved supply pastors to preach during January and February 2019 worship services. 
• After listening to Beth Mattson describe her faith journey, her family, and her desire to engage in lay 

ministry, session agreed to sponsor her request to seek status as a Commissioned Ruling Elder from 
Presbytery of the Peaks. 

• Received a report from Sarah Woolsey about the current status of the Stewardship Campaign. 89 pledges 
totaling $473,490 have been received.  The pledges received from those who pledged last year increased 
by 7.1%.  Pledges still have not been received from 39 families that pledged last year. 

• Nancy Artis and Jama Hayes agreed to serve as session members of the 2019 Nominating Committee.  
They will meet with Catherine to recruit at least two or three non-elder members to be presented to the 
congregation for approval at a January congregational meeting. 

 

 December 2  December 9  December 16  December 23   
 1st Sunday of Advent  2nd Sunday of Advent 3rd Sunday of Advent  4th Sunday of Advent 
 Jeremiah 33:14-16  Malachi 3:1-4   Zephaniah 3:14-20  Micah 5:2-5a   
 Psalm 25:1-10   Luke 1:68-79   Isaiah 12:2-6   Psalm 80:1-7   
 1 Thess. 3:9-13  Philippians 1:3-11  Philippians 4:4-7  Hebrews 10:5-10  
 Luke 21:25-36   Luke 3:1-16   Luke 3:7-18   Luke 1:39-55  
 
 December 24  December 25   December 25  December 30 
 Christmas Eve   Christmas Day (Dawn) Christmas Day (Day)  1st Sunday after Christmas 
 Isaiah 9:2-7   Isaiah 62:6-12   Isaiah 52:7-10   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 Psalm 96   Psalm 97   Psalm 98   Psalm 148 
 Titus 2:11-14   Titus 3:4-7   Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)  Colossians 3:12-17  
 Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)  Luke 2:1-7 (8-20)  John 1:1-14   Luke 2:41-52 
  
 
 
 
  

Prayer Concerns 
 

…for Sharon Watkins, following the passing of Tom Watkins; 
...for Bob Thomas, who is recovering from cataract surgery; 
...for Susan Ledford, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery; 
...for Edith Stockton who is dealing with health issues at home; 
...for Linda Frazier, who is coping with anxiety; 
...for Ranae Lahn who has been diagnosed with Ehlers Danlos Syndrome; 
...for Judy McCord who is recovering well from knee surgery; 
...for Larry Wright, husband of Anne Wright and father of Marcia Wright and Allison Kruckow, who is in treatment for 
cancer; 
...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times; 
 
Continue to be in prayer for Alfred Howery, Ted Ake, Marcia Cowley, Mark Rakes, David Doherty, Anne Grover, 
Joan Munford, Margaret Dawson, Phyllis Hain, Wilmoth O’Dell, Carolyn White, Jackie Harder and Janice Woodard.  
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December 
 

December 2,  Advent Workshop and Alternative Gift Fair,  
   9am in the Fellowship Hall 
   Alternative Gift Fair will also be on December 9th  
   before and after worship. 
 

December 2,  Commissioning UKirk Campus Minister 
   3pm in Westminster Library 
   Rev. Kathy Carpenter will be commissioned. 
 

December 5,  14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck, 5:30-7pm 
   Bring a bag of candy and an item for the potluck.  
   Gingerbread houses are provided.  
 

December 8,  Kid’s Fun Day! 9am-12pm 
   Hosted by the Fellowship Ministry, this morning will be  
   full of play, snacks, and crafts. Children up to 5th grade  
   can participate. Register by December 2 at   
   blacksburgpres.org/KFD. 
 

December 9,  Magnificat, An Advent Music Service, 10:30am  
   The BPC Choir will be joined by instrumentalists from the 
   RSO with soloists, Amy Cowan, Nancy Jones, and Brian  
   Thorsett.  
 

December 16,  Retirement Celebration for Catherine,  
   directly after Worship 
 

December 16,  Caroling and Chili at 5pm 
   We will eat chili in the Fellowship Hall at 5pm and then  
   break into groups to carol to our home centered disciples.  
 

December 23,  Chimes Breakfast 
   We will eat a delicious breakfast prepared by the Men of 
   the Reformed Church (MORC) and make music together 
   by singing carols and playing chimes.  
 

December 24,  Family Service at 4:30pm;  
   Candlelight Communion at 7:30pm   
   (Prelude music begins at 7:15pm) 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Weekly 
Tuesdays 

Morningstars Bible Study 7:30am 
Quilters at 9:30am 

Prayer Meeting at 11am 
 

Wednesdays 
Staff Meeting at 9:30am 

Handbell Rehearsal at 6pm 
Choir Rehearsal at 7pm 

 
 
 
 

Monthly 
December 2nd 

Communion Sunday 
 

December 16th  
Cents-ability Offering 

 
Presbyterian Women Circles 

Lydia Circle 
December 3 at 1:30pm 
Fellowship Hall at BPC 

 
Hildegard Circle 

December 11 at 6pm 
Marti Snyder’s Home 

609 Kelly Lane, 24060 
 

Faith Circle’s  
Cookie Exchange 

December 12th at 7:30pm 
Julie Burger’s Home 

911 Draper Rd SW, 24060 
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Our recent Gleaning to Give project enabled us to address the point at which our efforts in Creation Care and combatting 
hunger intersect.  Here’s how: Food production and consumption have a significant impact on the environment.  14% of 
greenhouse gases in the United States are associated with growing, manufacturing, transporting, and disposing of food.  
Getting food to our tables uses 10% of the total U.S, energy budget, uses 50 percent of U.S. land, and swallows 80% of 
freshwater consumed in the U.S.  Each time food is wasted, all those resources are wasted, too.  In addition, most uneaten 
food rots in landfills where it accounts for almost 25% of U.S. methane emissions.1 

Therefore, reducing wasted food has a big impact on our carbon footprint and on the environment.  A recent report 
estimated that as much as 40% of the food that we produce is never eaten. At the same time, there are 49 million people in 
the United States who do not have enough money to cover their basic food needs. Food waste recovery is one of the most 
efficient ways to address both problems at once. And gleaning is a good way to recover food waste. 

The Society of St. Andrew, based in Big Island in Virginia, is a national organization that has been working to combat 
food waste since 1979.  Society of St. Andrew is the organization that coordinated our recent turnip-gleaning project in 
Riner, VA.    

Here is more about gleaning from the webpage of Society of St. Andrew 
One major area of food waste in America is in farmers’ fields, where crops that don’t meet top-grade quality are left to rot 
or be plowed under. Gleaning is the traditional biblical practice of gathering crops that would otherwise be left in the 
fields to rot, or be plowed under after harvest. The Gleaning Network of 
SOSA coordinates volunteers, growers, and distribution agencies to salvage 
this food for the needy.  Each year, tens of millions of pounds of produce are 
salvaged and given to the poor at no cost to them or to the food pantry or 
kitchen that feeds them. 
Gleaners are people of all ages and income levels who want to give of 
themselves. Usually within 48 hours of picking the produce, hungry 
Americans receive the gleaned food. Each year, 35,000-40,000 people glean 
with us – to pick up over 20 million pounds of fresh, nutritious food for their 
hungry neighbors. 
Farmers donate food, volunteers work, donors provide funds for 
transportation, and feeding agencies distribute the food. By relying on these 
people, and coordinating their efforts, we are able to keep our costs to just 
2.4 cents per serving of gleaned food. 
This year, through October, our Virginia region has gleaned 1,068,714 
pounds of fresh produce in 1,286 events, with 4,142 volunteers. Food 
donated by 133 farmers has been distributed to hungry people through 207 
feeding agencies. 
 
1 thinkeatsave.org 
 

 

GLEANING! 
 
 
 

    
  Creation Care 

 
 
 

    
Anti-hunger Action 
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Music at BPC 

Upcoming Opportunities at BPC 
 
Woodchucks Food Collection, November 15 – December 15 
During the cold winter months, supporters of the BPC Firewood Ministry, Woodchucks, are busy 
delivering firewood to those who can pay and to those who cannot. During this season, we would 
like to provide some additional warmth and cheer to the neediest of our recipients in the form of 
food, and you are invited to participate in this ministry to our community. Collection bins have 
been placed around the church for your donations.  
 

The Baby Shop Tree, December 2-30 
The Baby Shop Tree helps us stock up on items we need to meet the needs of our clients. Please take a tag (or two or 
three). Once you have purchased the items, bring your tag and items back and place them under the tree in the Gathering 
Space at BPC. They do NOT need to be wrapped.  
 

14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck, Wednesday, December 5th, 5:30-7pm 
This event is sure to be a wonderful time of fun, fellowship, and food! Bring a dish to share and a 
bag of candy or another gingerbread house decorating item and be ready for lots of icing! 
 

Kid’s Fun Day! December 8th, 9am-12pm 
Want a free morning to do Christmas errands? Sign your kids up for Kid’s Fun Day! Hosted by 
the Fellowship Committee, this morning will be full of play, snacks, and crafts. Children up to 
5th grade can participate. Kid’s must be registered by December 2nd to participate. Register at blacksburgpres.org/KFD.  
 

Caroling and Chili, December 16th at 5pm 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall at BPC at 5pm for a chili dinner. From there we will break into 
groups to go carol for our home centered disciples. A fun and meaningful activity for all 
ages!  If you can provide a pot of chili please contact Elva Miller at elva.miller@comcast.net.  
 

 

Chimes Breakfast, December 23rd at 9am 
Come ready to eat a delicious breakfast prepared by the Men of the Reformed Church (MORC). Once our 
bellies are full we will make music by singing carols and playing chimes.  
MORC’s Needed for Breakfast! 
Men, if you can help prepare breakfast please contact Rob Kincaid at rbk0831@gmail.com or Mike 
McGilliard at mcg@vt.edu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSO presents 

Holiday Brass 
December 14th, 7:30pm at BPC 
Tickets are $35-$45 at RSO.com 
 

BMC Sing Along 
December 11, 7:30pm at BPC 
Free Concert 

Magnificat 
An Advent Music Service 

 
Sunday, December 9 at 10:30 am 

 
The BPC Choir will be joined by instrumentalists  

from the Roanoke Symphony Orchestras with soloists, 
Amy Cowan, Nancy Jones and Brian Thorsett. 

 
Choral selections include: 

Lost in the Night        arr. Kyle Haugen 
Magnificat, RV610       Antonio Vivaldi 

Sans Day Carol      arr. John Rutter 
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MALAWI NEWS 
 
 
RESULTS OF THE SCIENCE TUTORING INITIATIVE AT MULANJE MISSION DAY SECONDARY 
SCHOOL 
  
Last June our Partnership invested $1,100 at Mulanje Community Day Secondary School (MDCSS) for the 
purpose of tutoring 90 4th-year students. In less than two weeks they would “sit” to take the Malawi national 
exams in Chemistry, Biology, Physics, and Math. The performance of Malawi’s Community Day Schools 
greatly suffers from a perennial lack of Government funding for lab equipment & supplies, staff salaries, books 
and, too often, less qualified teachers. For example, in 2017, while 52% of Mulanje students passed Math, only 
36% attained even low-level passes in Chemistry, Physics, and Biology. No one could disagree with the 
school’s new Headmaster, who called the results “really pathetic.” 
 
We sponsored an experiment to determine if an intensive, one-week period of intensive tutoring prior to the 
exams would help to upgrade the students’ performance in the sciences. Highly qualified Malawian science 
teachers were recruited. The Partnership funded their stipends, travel, lodging and meals, and the purchase of 
essential lab equipment and supplies. The national exam scores for tens of thousands of Malawian students were 
published in October 2018. The results for Mulanje show very substantial gains compared with 2017. Of the 90 
MCDSS students who took the exams in 2018, 55% passed all the science and math exams. The gender 
breakdown was 40 boys (73%) and 15 girls (27%).  
 
In Malawi, only a small number of students who wish to attend a university are successful (e.g., of the >15,000 
who applied for entrance to all 5 public universities in Malawi in 2016/2017, only 2,100 (14%) were selected). 
Significantly, of the 55 Mulanje students who passed all of the national exams, 6 (11%) qualified for admission 
to a public university compared with none the previous year. One 
student was among 5 neediest we annually support with Malawi 
Partnership scholarships. He achieved a nationally rare 
“Distinction”—the highest possible grade—in all of the national 
science & math exams. Thus, he ranks among the very best of the 
thousands of secondary students who took the exams in 2018. The 
Mulanje Headmaster is extremely happy with the overall results. 
He wrote that “It’s my prayer that this [tutoring] programme will 
continue,” and that “we have received this opportunity as the 
greatest opportunity in the history of our school.” 
 
Most importantly, the results demonstrate that students who 
attend Community Day Secondary Schools such as Mulanje are 
indeed highly capable of overcoming the many disadvantages 
they face. 
 
Henderson Chiotcha, the student who achieved the remarkable 
“Distinctions” in 5 exams, is an orphan who lives with his elderly 
grandmother in a poor household. On November 13th our Malawi 
Partnership unanimously agreed to seek funds to that support 
Henderson’s higher education at one of the nation’s public 
universities.   
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 Presbytery of the Peaks Trip to CEDEPCA  
October 28 – November 3, 2019 
 
Take part in a Listen and Learn Trip with other members of our Presbytery to CEDEPCA, 
The Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America. This trip is led by CEDEPCA’s Intercultural Encounters 
program.  
 
On this trip you will: 

• Meet people whose lives have been changed by the work of 
CEDEPCA. 

• Learn of all that CEDEPCA is doing throughout Guatemala.  
• Participate in Worship and Bible Studies with the people of 

Guatemala. 
• Learn about ways you can directly participate in the work of 

CEDEPCA 
• GO TO THE FESTIVAL OF KITES!  

 
Cost: $910 + airfare. Financial help is available. Applications are due by August 1st. 

Contact Sandy Schlaudecker, cheesemaker72@gmail.com, with questions. 
 

Adult Education Opportunities 
 

Conversation with Catherine: Reflections on Ministry 
December 9th at 9am in Hatcher 
An informal conversation with Catherine as she looks back on the practice of professional ministry. 
Bring your questions about faith practices and worship.  
 
Hymns and Carols of Advent  
December 16 at 9am in the Choir Room 

Led by C.W. Markham and Steve Lawrence 
Join us for a look at the history of Advent and the hymns and carols that proclaim the season.  Learn 
how the hymns and carols came into common usage and enjoy singing them.  
 
 

December Birthdays  
 
2 – Carter 
Eschenmann, Payton 
Kruckow   
3 – Dave Hayes 
5 – Ella Lawrence, 
Shelly Threlkeld 
6 – Nancy Artis, 
Matthew Green, 
Marti Snyder 

7 – Judy Davis, Rosa 
Linkous  
8 – Marilyn 
Hutchins,  
John Hunter 
9 – William Ducker, 
Charles Good 
10 – Tate Pospichal 
11 – Mary Harder 

14 – Beth (Elizabeth) 
Mattson 
17 – Mary Frances 
Taylor  
18 – Carla Bundren, 
Laurie Good, Paul 
McFall  
20 – Sophia Warren 
21 – Nancy Ann 
Williams 

22 – Chris Byron, 
Lucinda Cherbaka, 
Judy Pospichal  
25 – Susan Barnard  
26 – Jack Call, Anne 
Grover, B’easy 
Thompson 
29 – Emily King 
31 – Sheridan Bell
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Dr. Catherine Taylor, Pastor 

Catherine@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Steve Lawrence, Music Director 
Steve@blacksburgpres.org 

 
Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communications and Church Life 

Kendra@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Susan Hunter, Director of Children and Youth 
SusanH@blacksburgpres.org 

 
Sherry Ingham, Office Manager 

Sherry@blacksburgpres.org 
 

Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Kathy Carpenter, Campus Minister for UKirk at VT 
campusminister@pcusa-vt.org 

 


