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The Pastor’s Page 
 “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” Matthew 6:21 

 

By now I trust everyone has heard the news that I will be leaving BPC at the end of this calendar year, and will officially 

retire on my 65th birthday in March. My time here has been a cherished part of my ministry. Rob and I will enjoy every 

minute of our final months here, and take away good memories of shared joy, friendship, and service.  

 

Many of you have had pastors come and go before. You know that life in any church has its seasons, and that change is 

part of the life of faith. Other members may not have been through a pastoral transition, or through a change in 

leadership that went well. One of the reasons the Personnel Ministry and I chose to announce my retirement now is that 

Stewardship Season is coming up at the end of this month, (Oct 28-Nov 11). We wanted that process to have full 

integrity, and for everyone to know the importance of supporting the church in a time of transition.  

 

The theme chosen for this year is the verse you see above from Matthew, “For where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also”. As you contemplate a change in pastors, I invite you to think about what you treasure about BPC.  

 

If preaching is one of the things you treasure, good preaching is high on the list of things the church will look for in its 

next pastor. That tradition was well established here long before I arrived. Two of my seminary professors served as 

pastors at BPC before taking positions at Columbia Seminary. 

 

If you treasure worship in which hymns, liturgy and the word support and deepen each other, that tradition has also been 

part of the fabric of BPC for a long time under the guidance of the Worship Ministry, and will continue. If music is the 

most treasured part of your worship experience, our choirs are thriving under Steve Lawrence’s direction. It is a joy to 

hear the organ used to its fullest once again and the choir, as ever, voicing highest praise.  

If the way this congregation welcomes and nurtures children brought you here and keeps you coming, that, too, is an 

integral part of what makes BPC tick. The Children’s Ministry Team has a deep commitment to the faith development of 

children, and to supporting families in passing on a foundation of faith. 

 

BPC’s global and community ministries are what many treasure most. They arise from the very character of 

Presbyterianism, and from the history of BPC. Service to neighbors near and far and doors that are open to the local 

community are bedrock gospel values here.  

 

For still others, fellowship with one another in the congregation is the heart of their commitment. The treasure of those 

relationships will indeed endure.  

 

Beloved, the church is not any one leader or person. It is all of its disciples, serving and praising God together.  All those 

things you love best about BPC will not be changing. Indeed, with God’s help, they will only continue to flourish.       

Peace,  

 
 

Catherine  
 

Life at BPC 
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Session Highlights 

September 16th, 2018 Meeting 

 
• Catherine shared that she and the Personnel Ministry had been working on a proposal to allow her to retire a 

few weeks shy of her 65th birthday in March of 2019. The Personnel Ministry recommended that she end her 

service as of December 31st, and that the church cover her medical dues for the 9 weeks between December 31 

and March 8, 2019, when she qualifies for Medicare; the recommendation passed. 

• Received an update on the kitchen renovation project.  Work is underway.  Everything has been removed from 

the kitchen and a new floor has been installed.  The drain on the new sinks will be lower than the old 

sinks.  Because of the location of the drain pipes in the wall of the kitchen, it will be necessary to install a 

pump to pump water from the new drains into the old pipes. 

• Discussions continue as to the best place to house the trash dumpsters once construction begins on the Habitat 

for Humanity townhouses across the street from the parking lot. 

 

 

 

 

 October 7  October 14  October 21  October 28 
 Job 1:1, 2:1-10 Job 23:1-9, 16-17 Job 38:1-7 (34-41) Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

 Psalm 26  Psalm 22:1-15  Psalm 104:1-9, 24 Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) 

 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 Hebrews 4:12-16 Hebrews 5:1-10 Hebrews 7:23-28 

 Mark 10:2-16  Mark 10:17-31 Mark 10:35-45 Mark 10:46-52 

 

 

 

  

Prayer Concerns 
...for those affected by Hurricane Florence; 

...for friends of John and Shalini Perumpral in the State of Kerala, India, who are recovering from the 

devastating floods; 

...for Linda Frazier, who is coping with anxiety; 

...for Colleen Drumheller who injured her foot; 

...for Joel Matthison, son of Beth and Rodger Matthison, who is recovering from successful brain stem 

surgery;  

...for Ranae Lahn who has been diagnosed with an autoimmune disease; 

...for Larry Wright, husband of Anne Wright and father of Marcia Wright and Allison Kruckow, is 

undergoing treatment for lung cancer; 

...for Frank Burch Brown, former BPC Music Director, recovering at Kroontje from a stroke; 

...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times; 

 

Continue to be in prayer for Easley Smith, Alfred Howery, Wilmoth O’Dell, Edith Stockton, Barbara 

Houston, Ted Ake, Marcia Cowley, Mark Rakes, David Doherty, Anne Grover, Joan Munford, Margaret 

Dawson, Phyllis Hain, Carolyn White, and Janice Woodard.  
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October 
 

October 7, Communion Sunday 
   

  Bread for the World, letter writing in Hatcher  
 Conference Room  
   

  Art Forum, Cows and Ice Cream 
  Directly after worship in Westminster 

 
October 13, Blacksburg Master Chorale, Broadway! 
  Concert at 7:30pm, BPC Sanctuary 
  Tickets are $20 General Admission; Seniors-$15, 
  Students/children-$10 Tickets available at the  
 door or online through BMC’s website.   

 
October 14, Women’s Choir Sunday 
   

  Celtic Spirituality Workshop, 9am, Hatcher  
 (also offered Wed., Oct 17th at 7pm) 
   

October 20, Habitat for Humanity Groundbreaking Festival  
 1-3pm. Join us as we celebrate the beginning of   the 
Habitat project on the grounds across from   the parking lot. 
BPC will be hosting a pumpkin   carving table so bring your own 
or buy one at the   festival to help support the project. 
   
 

October 21, Cents-Ability Sunday 
   

  Smyth Series, Lecture by John Philip Newell,  
 10:30am Worship, 7pm at BPC 
   
October 22,  Smyth Series, Ministry Leaders Lunch with John  
 Philip Newell at 12pm in Hatcher. Lunch is free.  
 Register by October 12th.  
   

  Lecture by John Philip Newell lecture at 7pm 
 
October 28, Beginning of Stewardship Focus 

 
 

Weekly 
Tuesdays 

Morningstars Bible Study 7:30am 
Quilters at 9:30am 

Prayer Meeting at 11am 
 

Wednesdays 
Staff Meeting at 9:30am 

Handbell Rehearsal at 5:45pm 
Choir Rehearsal at 7pm 

 

 
 
 

Monthly 
October 14th - Session Meeting, 7pm 

October 22nd - KnitWits, 1pm 

 

Presbyterian Women Circles 
Lydia Circle 

October 1st at 1:30pm 
Fellowship Hall at BPC 

 
Hildegard Circle 

October 8th at 6pm 
at BPC 

 
Faith Circle 

October 10 at 7pm 
Sarah Woolsey’s Home 

2015 Hardwick St, Blacksburg, VA 
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Women’s Choir Sunday, October 14th, 2018; Rehearsal – Oct 10, 7-7:30pm 
Want to participate in the church choir but can’t commit to a whole year? This is a great way to join in leading worship. 

The women’s group will be singing, “Offertory” by John Ness Beck. Contact Steve Lawrence, steve@blacksburgpres.org, 

to participate. 

 

Good Samaritan Hospice Volunteer Opportunity 
 

We have a need for both men and women (18 years of age or older) in 

the New River Valley who are willing to offer a caring heart to help 

people in the final stages of a life-limiting illness. Volunteers offer 

companionship, respite, may run errands or do simple chores. No 

previous experience required.  

 

Volunteer Training Schedule and Pre-registration Required  

First four Wednesdays in October. Sessions begin at 4:15pm. Must be available and committed to attend all four sessions. 

Training will be held at Good Samaritan Hospice office, 1160 Moose Dr., Christiansburg, VA 24073. Call or email 

Deborah Lovelace, 540-381-3171 or dlovelace@goodsamhospice.org, to request a registration form or to find out more 
about our volunteer program.  

 

Civil Discourse – Community Seminar Series 
Sponsored and hosted by Christiansburg Presbyterian Church  

107 W Main St, Christiansburg, VA 24073 

 
Join members of the community on the first 4 Mondays in October, 7-8:30pm, for a series of seminars where area 

experts will discuss topics related to civic discourse in today’s divisive society.  

 

October 1  Civil Discourse in America Past and Present  

  Michael Horning, PhD, Asst. Professor of Multimedia Journalism, Virginia Tech 

October 8  The Problem with Media: How Media Creates Civil Tensions 

  Michael Horning, PhD, Asst. Professor of Multimedia Journalism, Virginia Tech 

October 15 Learning How to Talk with Those with Whom We Disagree 

  Jim Kuypers, PhD, Professor, Department of Communications, Virginia Tech 

October 22 Holy Language: Christian Values and the Behavior of Speech 

  Rev. Don Makin, Minister, Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 

 

9th Annual 2018 Eddie Yeatts  

Memorial Golf Tournament 
 

This year’s results surpassed $100,000 in  

total giving in their 9th year. The funds  

will go to support several local charities  

and organizations.  

 

Thanks to all who participated! 

 

October 13, Blacksburg Master Chorale  

Broadway! Concert at 7:30pm,  

BPC Sanctuary  
Tickets are $20 General Admission; Seniors-$15, 

Students/children-$10 Tickets available at the door or at 

blacksburgmasterchorale.org/concerts/    

Habitat Groundbreaking Festival 

October 20th, 1-3pm on BPC Grounds 

 
Habitat is hosting a festival to celebrate the beginning of 

the townhome build on the property across from the BPC 

parking lot. There will be lots of fun for all ages, 

including a pumpkin carving station hosted by us at 

BPC! You can bring your own pumpkin or buy one at 

the event to support Habitat.   

 
BPC is supporting this 

event in lieu of our annual 

 Fallapalooza event.  



 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church                          Issue 10.18 
 

 

Smyth Series Welcomes 

John Philip Newell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Photo: Caleb Dodson 

John Philip is the co-founder 
of Heartbeat: A Journey 
Towards Earth’s Wellbeing 
and is an ordained Church of 
Scotland minister with a 
passion for peace among the 
great wisdom traditions of 
humanity.  
 
His PhD is from the University 
of Edinburgh and he is 
internationally acclaimed for 
his work in the field of Celtic 
spirituality, having authored 
over 15 books, including 
Listening for the Heartbeat of 
God, Praying with the Earth, 
and his most recent visionary 
work, The Rebirthing of God: 
Christianity’s Struggle for 
New Beginnings. 
 

Schedule of Events 
 

All events will take place at  

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

Located at 701 Church St. SE, Blacksburg, VA 24060 

 

Sunday, October 21st at 10:30am 

Sermon: Made in the Image of the Divine 

 

Sunday, October 21st at 7:00pm (Part 1) 

Boundless: A Celtic Vision of the Sacred in All Things 

Lecture and Reception, including book signing 

 

Monday, October 22nd at 7:00pm (Part 2) 

Boundless: A Celtic Vision of the Sacred in All Things 

Lecture and Reception, including book signing 

 

Childcare will be provided.  

Ministry Leaders 

Luncheon 

Monday, October 22nd 

At 12pm, FREE lunch! 

 

Homemade lunch catered 

by Gillies includes soup, 

salad, bread, and dessert. 
 

You must register for this event by 

Friday, October 12th at 

Blacksburgpres.org/smyth-lunch 
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Gleaning to Give 
Saturday, November 10, 9AM to 12PM  

at Windy Hills Farm in Riner, VA 
 

What is this? Join with your church community to spend the morning gathering produce (in this case turnips) 

that have been left in the field for volunteers to gather to be distributed and used by food banks, soup kitchens, 

food pantries and other hunger agencies.  

 

What organization will we work with? Society of St. Andrew, through the Potato and Produce Project, 

sponsors gleaning in this field throughout the fall.  The Potato and Produce Project redirects 40,000 - 50,000 

pound-loads of fresh nutritious food throughout the US, food that is perfectly edible, though not marketable for 

cosmetic reasons. Their work makes a huge impact on reducing food waste and providing food for the hungry at 

the amazing cost of about 3 cents per serving!  

 

Who can come? This is an event for families with children, as well as for youth and adults.  There is no age 

limit in the field as long as parents are responsible for watching children.  The Potato and Produce Project 

recommends gleaning for children in grade 2 and up.  Waivers will be completed by everyone, and any gleaners 

under 18 will need a waiver signed by an adult.   

 

RSVPs are required by Thursday, Nov. 8, so plans can be made for delivery of the produce based on how 

many people are working that day and how much they are expected to glean. Directions and waivers will be 

sent out to all who RSVP.  We will all need to meet at the farm at 9:00 AM for a brief orientation. Please 

contact the church office to RSVP, and let us know if you would like to meet earlier at the church for 

carpooling.   

  

What should I wear/bring? Wear layers appropriate for the weather (event will occur rain or shine, as people 

are depending on the food), boots for muddy fields, drinks and snacks, lunch if you would like to stay and eat at 

the farmhouse yard with the group after gleaning is finished. 

 
 Leviticus 23:22 

 'When you reap the harvest of your land, moreover, you shall not reap to the very corners of your 

 field nor gather the gleaning of your harvest; you are to leave them for the needy and the alien. I 

 am the LORD your God.'" 
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Protecting Earth’s Life  

and Resources 
 

A few more words on plastic recycling, and the new local policy to collect only #1 and #2 plastic:   

  

 For a long time, China has been a dumping ground for the world's problematic plastics. China got cheap 

 plastic and the exporting countries got rid of their trash.  

 

 But in November 2017, China said enough. The country closed its doors to contaminated plastic, and 

 without the infrastructure to absorb all the waste that China is rejecting, the plastics are piling up. 

 Between now and 2030, 111 million metric tons of trash -- straws, bags, water bottles -- will have 

 nowhere to go, according to a paper published in Science Advances. That's as if every human on Earth 

 contributed a quarter of their body mass in mostly single-use plastic polymers to a massive, abandoned 

 pile of garbage.* 

 
*excerpted from: https://news.slashdot.org/story/18/06/20/1952245/china-wont-solve-the-worlds-plastics-problem-any-

more?sdsrc=rel 

 

Perhaps the proper response to this dismaying information is to seriously examine, if we haven’t already, our 

consumption of single-use plastic -- that’s bottled water, plastic bags, plastic straws, plastic cling wrap, plastic 

dinnerware, cotton swabs with plastic sticks, one-time-use food containers, etc.  Can you choose just one of 

these (or more) and figure out a way to not use them at all?  Share your ideas! 

 

CENTS-ABILITY 
 As you make your contribution to Cents-Ability this month, and as we approach November elections, you may 

find helpful the following list of core values which guide the actions of Bread for the World in being effective, 

civil and bipartisan advocates for hungry people: 

• Commitment to policies that promote help and opportunity for people 

who struggle with hunger and poverty; 

• Respectful, decent treatment of all people, especially those in need; 

• Collaboration with others of good will, including colleagues on both 

sides of the aisle; 

• Commitment to the public good, with special attention to justice and 

opportunity for people in need;  

• Love for all people, and courage to repudiate racism, sexism, and 

religious intolerance;  

• Honesty; and 

• Compassion and sacrificial service. 

 

Bread for the World is urging support of politicians who embrace these values, which will help put our nation 

and world on track to end hunger by 2030. See if you can determine what our candidates for office will do to 

end hunger, alleviate poverty and create opportunity in the U.S. and worldwide. 

 

https://news.slashdot.org/story/18/06/20/1952245/china-wont-solve-the-worlds-plastics-problem-any-more?sdsrc=rel
https://news.slashdot.org/story/18/06/20/1952245/china-wont-solve-the-worlds-plastics-problem-any-more?sdsrc=rel
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Adult Education Opportunities 
 

Celtic Spirituality Workshop  
This workshop will be offered twice: 

Sunday, October 14th at 9am and 

Wednesday, October 17th at 7pm. 

 
In anticipation of John Philip Newell being our 

Smyth speaker, the Adult Education Ministry is 

hosting a class on the Celtic Christian tradition. 

The workshop, led by Rev. Dave Snyder, will 

touch on the history of the Celtic Christian 

experience, its primary theological claims, and 

its contemporary contribution to the church and 

world.  

Going Deeper: Smyth Series 

Follow Up 
Sundays at 9am in Hatcher 

October 28 – November 18 

 
For four Sundays following the Smyth Series we will 

dive further into Celtic Spirituality with readings and 

discussion. Facilitated by Shane and Rachel Parson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MALAWI NEWS 
 
 

When a former BPC member who studied at VT and returned to Malawi to work, was asked to share with us “current 

disaster situations” in Malawi, he shared the following: “The greatest current disaster in Malawi is the rampant corruption 

in national government! Costs for government services are rising and there is less government support for education and 

other community services.” Therefore, it is even more important that we continue to wire all money to Mulanje Mission 

through Dr. Ruth Shakespeare. 

 

Also, there is poor representation of female participants in the political process. (BPC always includes female students 

whenever possible.) Erratic rainfall in Malawi this year will cause hunger in some areas.”  

 

All of the above makes the work of BPC’s Malawi Partnership Ministry even more important!  

On Sunday, October 7, in Hatcher Conference room, you have an opportunity to participate in BPC’s 
annual Bread for the World Offering of Letters. An Offering of Letters is a tool that enables citizens 

and residents of our country to make their voices heard and that helps shape our government's 
response to hunger. We will write letters or sign postcards in favor of legislation that makes sure 

that no one is forced to go to bed hungry in the United States or around the world. 
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CEDEPCA: Changing Lives Through Education 
 

 
From 1962-1996 Guatemala went through a violent armed conflict between the 
government and a group of civilians. Almost 200,000 Guatemalans were killed. 
 

 The war is over, but there is still a lot of violence, especially against women. In response 
to this concern, CEDEPCA emerges as an educational institution that contributes to the 

transformation of lives by providing training and assistance, and by offering spaces for reflection to women and 
men from diverse Christian traditions, communities and contexts.  
 
The following are excerpts from a few people who have been part of CEDEPCA’s educational programs 
recently. 
 
“The objective of our seminary is to offer contextualized theological studies with quality and equality for social 
transformation.” 
  
We participate by learning and also 
by contributing to the transformation 
of Guatemala. Being part of various 
courses here has challenged me to 
think and see life from a gender 
perspective. It has helped me and 
challenged me to be a better man in 
all aspects of my life.” 
 
“During the 30 years of CEDEPCA, there have been many lives transformed, lives of men, women, young 
women and men, boys and girls.  This is possible thanks to the support of people that believe and invest in our 
work.” 
 
If you are not part of this group of people that is making possible the creation of a new country in Guatemala, 
we want to invite you to join us and support the transformation of our communities, our humanity, our people 
here in Guatemala. Visit cedepca.us to learn more.  
 
 

 
 

October Birthdays  
 

1 – Jim Hardell,  

      Brandon Spencer 

8 – Bradley Hertel,  

      Jaya Erickson,  

      Judy McCord  

9 – Kate Byron,  

      Dorothy Domermuth 

10 – Anna Mitchell 

11 – Max Grieco 

12 – Mac McCord 

 

14 – Janet Rakes,  

        Rick Furr 

15 – Heather Evans,  

        Sam Woolsey  

16 – Lexie Rascher  

17 – Lynn Klappich,  

        Richard Turner  

18 – Jesse Parson 

19 – Helen Corl,  

        Karen Watson  

23 – Phil Bailey 

24 – Colleen Drumheller,  

        Gavin Faulkner 

25 – Amy Sanderson 

27 – Ben Bailey 

28 – Jeff Call 

29 – Nancy Alexander,  

        Juan Espinoza,    

        Patti Giles,  

        Bill Rascher 

31 – Claire Prosser,  

        Marcia Wright
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Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

701 Church St SE 

Blacksburg, VA 24060-5213 

www.blacksburgpres.org 
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540-552-2504 
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EMAIL: BPC@BLACKSBURGPRES.ORG 
 

Dr. Catherine Taylor, Pastor 
Catherine@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Steve Lawrence, Music Director 
Steve@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communications and Church Life 
Kendra@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Susan Hunter, Director of Children and Youth 
SusanH@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Sherry Ingham, Office Manager 
Sherry@blacksburgpres.org 

 

Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Kathy Carpenter, Interim Campus Minister for UKirk at VT 
campusminister@pcusa-vt.org 
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