
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 
 

 

Our Mission 
Proclaiming God’s Word 

Growing in faith and understanding 
Welcoming all  

Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 
Ministers - All Members 

Interim Pastor – Dr. David Cozad 
Director of Music, Organist – Steve Lawrence 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 
Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 

Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 
Custodian - Viola Howery 

Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Rev. Kathy Carpenter 
Mission Partner in Guatemala – CEDEPCA 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Arie Glas 

Mission Partners – Drs. Les and Cindy Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
A commentator named Dwight M. Lundgren says that today’s story from Jeremiah “ … invites us to heed 
the place and role of those who … are called to ‘keep’ the story and guard the hope.”  Lundgren also ob-
serves that such persons are “… witness to the word and work of God and a trustee [of it].”   

From  the Feasting on the Word commentary, Year C, Vol. 4, pp. 99, 101 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dave Cozad and Kendra Crabtree 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 

 
PRELUDE Morning Song EDWARD ELGAR 
 Elizabeth Crone, flute; Ben Wyatt, cello 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Shane Parson 
 People of faith, behold and see your God! 
  We open our eyes, to see God’s glory. 
 Open your ears, to hear God’s wisdom. 
 We open our mouths, to sing God’s praise. 
 

 HYMN No. 321 vv. 1-4  The Church’s One Foundation AURELIA 
  
PRAYER OF APPROACH  
  Good Creator, you summon the day to dawn, you teach the morning to waken the  
 earth. For you the valleys shall sing for joy, the trees of the field shall clap their  
 hands. To you the kings of the earth shall bow, the poor and the persecuted shall  
 shout for joy. We join all creation in worshiping you. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION    
 The psalmist testifies, “Truly God has listened, the Lord has not rejected my prayer.” 
  In the strength of this assurance, let us confess our sins to God. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
  Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, too deep to undo on  our own. 
 Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear. Set us free from a 
 past we cannot change, open us to a future in which we can be changed, and grant us grace to grow 
 more and more in your likeness and image;  … (A time of silent confession follows.)   
 Through Christ, light of our world. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  Hear the good news: In Jesus Christ, God’s love and mercy shall last forever, 
 Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise. 
 Great is God’s name, 
  Great is God’s love! 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 



  
GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 321 v. 5     The Church’s One Foundation AURELIA 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE    
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       Sarah Windes 

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
    
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 1 Timothy 6:6-12 
  
ANTHEM Leaning on the Everlasting Arms arr. ERIC NELSON 
  Elizabeth Crone, flute; Ben Wyatt, cello 
 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Oh, how sweet to walk in the pilgrim way, 
leaning on the everlasting arms; 
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  
I have already come. 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING  Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
 
SERMON  “Vessels of Hope”        Dr. David Cozad 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 712 As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought FOREST GREEN 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
 
OFFERTORY Will You Come and Follow Me CHARLES CALLAHAN 
 Elizabeth Crone, flute 
  
 



 

DOXOLOGY HYMN No. 610 v. 5     AZMON 

  To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever given 
  by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 345    In an Age of Twisted Values      CHURCH UNITED 
  

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Scherzo MALCOLM ARCHER  
 

  
 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Today’s First Scripture Readings 
 

1 Timothy 6:6-12 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so 
that[a] we can take nothing out of it; 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who 
want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 
and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wan-
dered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 
 

The Good Fight of Faith 
11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight 
the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made[b] the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.  
Footnotes: 

a. 1 Timothy 6:7 Other ancient authorities read world—it is certain that 
b. 1 Timothy 6:12 Gk confessed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Second Scripture Readings 
 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
Jeremiah Buys a Field During the Siege 
32 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of King Zedekiah of Judah, which was the eight-
eenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 2 At that time the army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet 
Jeremiah was confined in the court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, 3 where King Zedekiah of 
Judah had confined him.  
 
6 Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came to me: 7 Hanamel son of your uncle Shallum is going to come to you and 
say, “Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the right of redemption by purchase is yours.” 8 Then my cousin Hanamel 
came to me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the LORD, and said to me, “Buy my field that is at 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.” Then I knew 
that this was the word of the LORD. 
 
9 And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out the money to him, seventeen shekels of 
silver. 10 I signed the deed, sealed it, got witnesses, and weighed the money on scales. 11 Then I took the sealed deed of 
purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open copy; 12 and I gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of 
Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed 
of purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. 13 In their presence I 
charged Baruch, saying, 14 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of 
purchase and this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. 15 For thus 
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward 
deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are wel-
come here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this 
church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

We are grateful for Shane Parson who is our liturgist today. 
 

The Celebration Flowers in worship today are sponsored and arranged by the Flower Ministry to the Glory of 
God. 
 

New Banners for a new season are up for worship. One of these features names of God. The Bible wasn’t written in 
English, so you will find ALPHA/OMEGA (the beginning and the end) in Greek, ABBA, which is the name Jesus called 
God, is written in Hebrew. It is translated to “Daddy” or “Papa”. The second banner uses words for attributes of God. 
Many thanks to Marti Snyder and Martha Dillard for making these banners. 
 

Creation Care Thought: Several monarch caterpillars have been spotted on the milkweed this season!  Once they get 
ready to make chrysalises, they leave the milkweed, but we hope some butterflies have been and are emerging lately.  
If you would like to plant common milkweed in a sunny spot in your yard, you are welcome to take a pod or two of 
seeds from our plants, sometime in the next week or two before they start to dry and open up.  You can wrap rubber 
bands around the pods until they are fully dry.  Then scatter the seeds this fall.  Look on-line for tips. 
 

“We live in treacherous times but so did …my ancestor Prudence Crandall who got booted out of Connecticut in 1831 
for admitting young women of color to her school ….. I like to imagine her sitting on a porch in Kansas, writing fierce 
polemics against male supremacy and the racist killjoys who blight the landscape, and at the same time enjoying the 
music of meadowlarks and the taste of tomatoes eaten off the vine and the pleasure of shade in the midst of brilliance. 
To change the world, you must start out by loving it. It’s fine to march but don’t forget to dance. The Lord is gra-
cious. Come unto his gates with thanksgiving. “ 

--Garrison Keillor, from “The Pleasure of Running into Stan on Sunday”, summer 2019 
 
Join us Sunday mornings for the Adult Education Class led by Dave Cozad in Hatcher Conference Room at 9:00 
a.m.- A New Kind of Christianity- Interim pastor Dave Cozad will be teaching a  
Sunday school class based on some key chapters in Brian McLaren’s book, A New Kind  of Christianity: Ten Questions 
That Are Transforming the Faith.  In addition, other sources such as Harvey Cox, Diana Butler Bass, Cynthia 
Bourgeault, Richard Rohr and John Philip Newell will be brought into dialog with the issues that McLaren raises. (The 
church office is sold out of the book.) 
 

2019 Dates still available for Celebration Flowers: Oct. 6, and Dec. 29.  Please email Sherry at sherry@blacks-
burgpres.org if you are interested in sponsoring one of these dates. Arrangements are from Gates Flowers and checks 
are out to BPC for $50 with celebration flowers and date in the memo line.  
 
Cherese Weaver’s art exhibit in Westminster Library reflects her passion for archeology and anthropology. The 
stoneware sculptures are influenced by her many interests and reflect the mystery of the process. The Arts Ministry is 
pleased to introduce Cherese, who is a newer member of the church, and her handsome sculptures to the congregation 
during the months of September – November. Please come for the Art Forum on October 20 after worship to visit 
with Cherese about her work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Brian Smith   October: Mike Giles    
Elder of the Week:   Today: Susan Barnard Mon-Sunday: Deb Call 
Prayer Room Today:  Deb Call and Bill Neely 
 Next Sunday:  Garland McKenzie and Elva Miller 
Ushers:    Marcia Wright, Zach and Heidi Swartzwelder, and Nancy Alexander 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Sept. 29 Sunday School for All ages *Adults - HCR 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.- Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Larry Bechtel Book Presentation following worship 
    Youth Dinner & Discussion 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 October 1 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Staff meets at 10:00 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
 Oct. 2  Caring for the Community – 9:30 a.m.- HCR 
    Fellowship Dinner at 5:30 p.m. –FH – Featuring a Pasta Bar! (Sign-up by 9/30) 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 6:00 pm. 
    PJGM meets at 6:30 p.m. at BPC- Kendra’s Office 
    BPC Chancel choir rehearsal -7:00 -8:30 p.m. 
 Oct. 6  World Communion Sunday – Wear World Garb to Worship 
    Sunday School for All ages *Adults - HCR 
    Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. Rm 007 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.- Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group Dinner & Discussion - 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Oct. 8  Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Staff meets at 11:00 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
    Feed the Flock at UKirk- 6:00 p.m. 
 Oct. 13 Sunday School for All ages *Adults - HCR 
    Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. Rm 007 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.- Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group Sinkland Farms- 11:45 a.m.-3020 Riner Road, Christiansburg,    
     -Bring a bag lunch and $10 admission. Parents pick up at Sinkland Farms 
 
 UPCOMING ACTIVITIES- Continued 
 Oct. 20 Art Forum with Cherese Weaver following worship - WM 
 Oct. 22 Warm Hearth Communion at 10:00 a.m. –Showalter, First Floor Activity Room 
 Oct. 27 Fallapalooza 4:00 p.m. at BPC 

Oct. 28 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
 Nov. 3 Sunday School for All ages *Adults - HCR 
    Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. Rm 007 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.- Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group Dinner & Discussion - 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 Nov. 1 Church Women United at BPC-9:30a.m. – HCR 
 
 



 
BPC will be hosting To Our House this coming winter for the week of Feb. 1 through Feb. 8 
– (the group will leave in the morning of the 8th).  If you or someone you know are interested in 
coordinating the food while they are here, please contact Joan Dickinson, jdickin326@aol.com 
or Andrew Warren, anwarren2@vt.edu to help out in this key volunteer position!  Stay tuned 

for other volunteer opportunities! 
 

Book I of a trilogy, The Tinsmith’s Apprentice, “A Partial Sun” is a historical novel which tells the story of 
Isaac Granger, a slave of Thomas Jefferson, who in the fall of 1790 at age fifteen sets 
out with his master, and James Hemings—Jefferson’s manservant--for Philadelphia, 
where he is to be apprenticed to a Quaker Tinsmith. But things go awry. Isaac gets sepa-
rated from “Old Master” and after a series of adventures arrives in the city on Jeffer-
son’s own riding horse, Odin. Shortly afterwards, Isaac’s apprenticeship begins, along-
side three white apprentices, one of whom is violently hateful. Yet Isaac soon excels at 
tinsmithing, and is eventually sent out into the great city—the capital of the country at 
the time, and home of a thriving African-American community—on “tin coating” er-
rands. He begins to know his way around the city, and befriends a variety of persuasive 
and interesting characters, like Billey Gardner, a former slave of James Madison; Her-
cules, George Washington’s chef; and the charismatic Dr. Cornelius Sharp. And he be-
friends Rachel Bringhouse, the tinsmith’s daughter, who teaches him to read and write, 
questions Isaac about what it is like to be a slave, and describes for him her own con-
straints as a young woman. Through his experiences, Isaac begins to change and grow 

toward a risky freedom. Thomas Jefferson did not foresee any of this, nor the challenge Isaac would become. 
All are invited to attend TODAY following worship in Westminster Library. 
 
 
 
 
 

CEDEPCA (Mission Partners in Guatemala) Wish List 
Every time the Peaks Presbytery takes a group to visit our mission partners in Guatemala addi-
tional suitcases are filled to the brim with office and first aid supplies. You can help fill a suit-

case by providing items on the wish list, which can be found at the welcome window in the gather-
ing space. Items can be dropped off in the bin by the office.  
 

This year, they are also requesting yarn for their volunteers who make prayer shawls. You can also make a finan-
cial donation through CEDEPCA USA online at cedepca.us/donate or mail your check to CEDPECA USA, P.O. 
Box 920243, Norcross, GA 30010. If you have any questions, contact Sandy Schlaudecker at cheese-
maker72@gmail.com.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Let’s Have Lunch 
October 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us at Moe’s Southwest Grill  
Downtown Blacksburg 

After worship for lunch.  
Everyone welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Fellowship Dinner 
October 2nd  

5:30-6:30pm in Fellowship Hall 
Sign up by Monday, September 30th at blacksburgpres.org/dinner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________   
 

Number of Adults: _____ Number of Children: ____ 
 

Dietary Restrictions: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Volunteers are needed to help prep the meal. If you can help please contact Peggy Kincaid at 
 prkincaid1@gmail.com. 
 

Name:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Information: _______________________________________________________ 
 

 

For the first Wednesday in September, October and November come enjoy a meal 
and conversation. Bring the whole family! 
 

October’s Menu:   
Pasta Bar 

 
November 6th Menu: 
Soup and Stew 

Volunteers Needed! 
We need meal prep volunteers for October’s meal. 

You can sign up to volunteer at: blacksburgpres.org/dinner 
Or fill out the form and place in the offering plate. 

Come  
Have  

Dinner! 


