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Jeremiah 18:1‐11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “Come, go down to the potter’s house, and 

there I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was 

working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and 

he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

5 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this 

potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O 

house of Israel. 7 At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will 

pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, 

turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. 9 And 

at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant 

it, 10 but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about 

the good that I had intended to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and 

devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and 

your doings. 

 
Good morning church – I am grateful to be here with you this morning – and we – the 
students and I are grateful for your partnership in ministry with us – through UKirk at VA 
Tech – your prayers for us – your financial support – your time preparing meals – 
serving on the Board of Directors – and generally encouraging us – keeps us going – it 
is truly a partnership and this ministry would not exist without you – so thank you 
 
It is my great privilege to be the Presbyterian Campus Minister at VA Tech – I work with 
some incredibly remarkable young adults – they are future scientists and engineers and 
children’s counselors – computer wizzes and farmers – and architects –   
 
They are intelligent – and most of the time, I have no idea what they are talking about 
when they tell me about their classes – or about my computer – they see the world in 
new and fresh ways - they are seekers and questioners  - they do not settle for easy 
answers – they care deeply about the world – and people who are left out – they want to 
know more about people of other religions and races – they want to make the world 
better – and more sustainable – they are concerned about the planet and the climate – 
they love the church – they seek to deepen their faith and to find new ways of being 
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church where they are – they inspire me – they make me laugh – they teach me about 
faith – they push me to think in new ways – and they fill me with hope for the future – I 
truly am blessed to be in ministry with them – and I am grateful every day for each one 
of them –  
 
Following worship, you will be able to hear from a group of our students who went to 
Guatemala in May – and I know they will inspire you as well 
 
On Friday – I went with the Ukirk students – and around 500 other people – to the 
Climate Strike held on the drill field at VA Tech – we heard from young people – 
undergraduates – and high school students – even an 8th grader from Blacksburg 
Middle School – it was incredibly moving – to hear all of these very articulate youth and 
young adults calling for action – immediate action – calling on us – as older people – to 
act – to pressure our leaders and those in power to take the climate crisis seriously – 
and to do something about it now –  
 
It was amazing to see the news coverage of millions of young people all over the world 
marching – and calling for action – in remote villages in countries in Africa and Asia – in 
the capital cities in Europe – and all over the U.S. – mobilizing – with one voice –  
 
And immediately – on those same news shows – the experts – the older wiser adults – 
started explaining why their demands of action now would not work – yes, it all sounded 
good but it was just not possible to do what they were asking  
 
One commentator described it as our needing to mobilize for this crisis in the same way 
we did during WWII – and I thought, Wow – what if we could mobilize the world for good 
instead of for war –  
 
But they continued to talk about why the Green New Deal was impractical – and too 
idealistic – young people – right – what do they know – they have not lived what the rest 
of us in my generation have lived – youth will only get you so far  
 
Climate activist and I would call prophet – Greta Thunberg has said this: “I know that 
many of you don’t want to listen to us – you say we are just children. But we’re only 
repeating the message of the united climate science.” She may be young but she 
speaks with authority and she is telling the truth 
 
This is how the prophet Jeremiah must have felt as he began his prophetic witness –  
 
He was young when he first heard God’s call to him – in chapter one we find this: 

“4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 

5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
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6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But 

the Lord said to me, 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; 

for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and you shall speak whatever I command you. 

8 Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, 

says the Lord.” 
 
Ah Lord God, I am only a boy – no one is going to listen to me – I don’t have enough life 
experience – I don’t have enough intelligence or education – no one is going to take me 
seriously – but God said – no – you were born to do this work – gifted from birth – with 
heart – and caring for God’s people – and passion  – and the ability to see past things 
as they are – to see into the very heart of God – so do not tell me that you are too 
young -  
 
God had created Jeremiah with the gifts of seeing and caring – of seeing what was 
happening in the world around him – and of caring passionately about God’s people and 
God’s word – of being able to have his heart broken at what he saw – and letting that 
passion motivate him to speak and to act – that is what Prophets do – they see the 
world around them – in light of what they know to be God’s word – and they allow their 
hearts to be broken – by what they see 
 
Walter Brueggemann says this about prophets: 
“I believe the possibility of passion is a primary prophetic agenda and that it is precisely what 
the those in power mean to eradicate. Passion as the capacity and readiness to care, to suffer, 
to die, and to feel is the enemy of imperial reality. Imperial economics is designed to keep 
people satiated so that they do not notice. (P. 41) 
 
Prophets call us to pay attention – call us out of our numbness – out of our desire for life 
to continue on just as it is – because destruction is coming – unless we make a change 
in how we are living  
 
Jeremiah’s life was difficult – people did not want to hear what he had to say – he lived 
during one of the most troublesome periods in Hebrew history – the decades leading up 
to the fall of Jerusalem in 587 BCE – followed by the Babylonian exile – everything that 
could have gone wrong for the Israel did go wrong – and Jeremiah continued to preach 
to them – to remind them of who they were and whose they were – of how they were 
supposed to be living as God’s covenant people – he agonized and suffered –  
 
The people got mad – and threatened to kill him – drove him out of town and put a 
bounty on his head – and on more than one occasion – Jeremiah had a long talk with 
God – telling God that he was ready to quit – no more speaking on God’s behalf – he 
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was exhausted – tired of talking – and he didn’t know what else to do – he told God he 
was done –  
 
So God sent him down to the potter’s house – God said to him – “get up – go down to 
the potter’s house – and there I will let you hear my words” 
 
God spoke to Jeremiah – not through words – not by preaching to him – but through an 
image – the image of a potter – through watching how the potter worked –  
 
Go down to the potter’s house, Jeremiah – and there you will be able to hear what I 
have to say to you 
 
Jeremiah went to the potter’s house – where he just stood and watched – he watched 
as the potter took the clay – placed it on the wheel – added water – and worked with it – 
until it began to take shape –  
 
He watched as the potter carefully began to shape it into a specific kind of vessel – a 
bowl – or a plate – or a mug – or a water jug 
 
The potter worked with the clay – if it became to lopsided – or was not the way that the 
potter intended – she started over – squished that clay – and began reshaping it – until 
it became just the way that the potter intended it 
 
As Jeremiah watched the potter shaping the clay – he was reminded of God – reminded 
of who God is – and of who we are – God is the one who is continuously shaping us – 
working with us and in us – and as he watched – Jeremiah heard the word of the Lord – 
the word that God needed him to speak to the people – to wake them up – out of their 
numbness – and complacency – reminding them  – that God was God – and that there 
was only so long that the people could live in their destructive ways – telling them that 
they had moved far away from their covenant relationship with God – and they needed 
to turn their lives around – to turn back to God 
 
So, Jeremiah left the Potter’s House – and went back to speak to the people – Jeremiah 
– the young prophet – remained with the people in the midst of a national crisis of epic 
proportions – and he couldn’t get anyone to pay attention – but he continued to tell them 
that God was at work – shaping and reshaping them  – speaking his truth - that– God is 
at work – plucking up and planting – and they needed to pay attention  
 
 Things got worse – much worse – until finally – their capital city and their temple were 
destroyed and they were carried into exile – yet even in Exile – God was with them – 
working with them – molding them – reshaping them into who God had called them to 
be – and Jeremiah continued to remind them that God was with them – and that they 
were God’s people – Jeremiah continued to be God’s prophet  
 



  5 

Friends, I believe that we find ourselves in a national crisis – there are young prophets 
in our midst who are trying to wake us up – because they care passionately about this 
world and its people – and about their future 
 
Reminding us that we have broken the laws of God – laws of how God created the earth 
to work – our greed as a nation has made us numb – to this destruction – and we need 
these young prophets to call us from our numbness – and to shake us out of our 
complacency – do something – change your life – turn from the ways of destruction – 
vote these people who don’t care out of office – those who have been bought by big 
corporations – and who are unable to see anything except money and profit –  
 
Like Jeremiah who grieved over Judah even as he berated them – these young 
prophets are calling us to metanoia – to changed lives – the destruction is coming – 
indeed it is roaring off the shores in hurricanes and tropical storms – and burning 
through the forests as wildfires  – and God through these young people is calling us to 
change – to turn and to live in a new way – the way of covenant – the way of the One 
who created all that is – the way that says we cannot live as if there were no limits – 
because in doing so – we have turned our insatiable greed into an idol  - making 
ourselves into god –  
 
I want to close with something I read by the blogger John Pavlovitz about Greta 
Thunberg: 
“She is just one person. 
And one person, it turns out—is enough to turn the world upside down. 
It is enough to wake up a generation. It is the stuff that starts revolutions. 
This week millions of people stand in solidarity alongside Greta; a passionate, disparate 
army of reborn optimists and ordinary activists, propelled into movement by a singular 
human being who became the catalyst for their emotional resuscitation. 
One person. Just one infinitesimally small, statistically insignificant, numerically 
inconsequential person. 
One year and one month ago Greta Thunberg was fully and perfectly ordinary. 
She looked at the world, and she did what all good and decent people do when we 
witness injustice and malice and waste and violence: she grieved and she got angry 
and she felt urgency. 
She worried and wept, and likely briefly asked who out there in that massive sea of 
seven point five billion was going to do something to save the day. 
But Greta did two more things: she looked in the mirror and she moved. 
She decided that no one was flying in from the heavens to save the day, that she would 
have to do something there on the ground, with the rest of the mere mortals. 
She pushed through the hopelessness and the fear and the endless maze of “What can 
I do?” questions—and she allowed herself to change the temperature of the planet. 
She refused to be frozen into action by the size of the threat or the power of those in her 
path or the voices inside her head that surely told her there was nothing one 15-year old 
could do. 
The ripples of one life, affecting all Life. The effect of one tiny butterfly, flapping its wings 
in the streets of Sweden. 
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And Greta Thunberg, as much as she is deservedly an inspiration—is also an invitation. 
Her life is the irrefutable answer to the question, “What can one person do?”—and she 
is a mirror now, asking that question of you and of me. 
Because you too are one in seven point five billion. 
You too are infinitesimally small, statistically insignificant, and numerically 
inconsequential. 
You too are a brief cosmic blip. 
You are also a once-in-history, never-to-be-repeated collection of dreams, struggles, 
doubts, joys, fears, flaws, and passions, the likes of which the world has never seen and 
will never see again. 
And yes, your presence is unprecedented. 
How dare you feel hopeless in the suffering and resigned to the bad news and 
paralyzed by the pain in your path, when you have the ability to alter it all. 
The only thing that makes you and me different from Greta Thunberg in this moment—is 
motion; her choice to do more than despair and hashtag and feel terrible. 
Movement is the only thing required to renovate this world. The rest is simply the 
millions of ripples of that decision: the people it leads you to, the strengths you uncover, 
the voice you find, the lessons you learn, the paths you alter, the people you inspire.  
So, move. 
Let your conscience or your faith or your humanity propel you into the world. Find 
whatever it is that burdens you right now, whatever it is that pierces your heart, 
whatever keeps you up at night, the reality that twists your insides into knots—and 
decide that this is your calling. It is the unique space that only you are capable of 
occupying—just like a 15-year old in Sweden whose spot in front of a towering grey 
building was only hers. 
And then, whether that calling takes you to the halls of Government or to the border or 

to the streets in your city or halfway across the planet—follow it. Because when you 
show up, even if you feel like the only one there, equality and justice and goodness will 

accompany you.  
The revolution will be localized. They always are. 

When good people decide to move, they make the darkness flee. 
Yes, Greta Thunberg is one person: a fierce, glorious, beautiful person. 

You are one person too, equally fierce and glorious and beautiful. 
That’s enough to make history. You just have to move.” 
 
Our young prophets are speaking truth to us - Will we listen to them – or will we shake 
our heads at their youth and idealism – they are calling us to action – not to study 
problems – and come up with statistics – but to act – to be the change that we want to 
see in the world 
 
I have decided to join them – to listen to them and to learn from them – to encourage 
them and to empower them – and I believe that you in this church have decided that as 
well – because of your commitment to our youth and young adults – thanks be to God 
that the Spirit is at work in them – and that through the witness of their lives and their 
voices – God is reshaping us – as the church – and as a nation – Amen. 
 


