
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 
 

 

Our Mission 
Proclaiming God’s Word 

Growing in faith and understanding 
Welcoming all  

Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 
Ministers - All Members 

Interim Pastor – Dr. David Cozad 
Director of Music, Organist – Steve Lawrence 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 
Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 

Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 
Custodian - Viola Howery 

Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Rev. Kathy Carpenter 
Mission Partner in Guatemala – CEDEPCA 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Arie Glas 

Mission Partners – Drs. Les and Cindy Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“I would say that there exists a thousand unbreakable links between each of us and everything else, and that 
our dignity and our chances are one. The farthest star and the mud at our feet are a family; and there is no 
decency or sense in honoring one thing, or a few things, and then closing the list. The pine tree, the leopard, 
the Platte River, and ourselves-we are at risk together, or we are on our way to a sustainable world together, 
we are each other’s destiny.” -  Mary Oliver 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dave Cozad and Kendra Crabtree 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 

 
INTROIT  Change My Heart, O God EDDIE ESPINOSA 
 Joyful Noise Children’s Choir, Hymn 695 
 

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 
You are the Potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
 We gather in the presence of God: 
  Who knows us when we wake up and when we go to sleep,       
  and in all the moments in between. 
 We gather in the house of God: 
 Who has created a family for us, here as well as in Kabul, in Guatemala City, and in Tucson. 
 We gather to be the people of God: 
 Who appeals to us to follow in love, in faith, in service. 
  

 HYMN Eternal God, Whose Power Upholds vv. 1-4 FOREST GREEN 
  (Please see insert.) 
   
PRAYER OF APPROACH  
  Eternal God our Potter: you come to us before we come to you. You send your Heart, Jesus 
  Christ, to us before our hearts are turned to you. You send your Spirit to us, when our spirits 
  wander far from you. You set a Table for us, when our souls are hungry, when our hearts are 
  empty. God in Community, Holy in One, we worship you.  Amen. 
 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION    
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
 God, by whose loving hands we are created. Throughout our lives, your Spirit is with us – shaping 
 us, leading us, helping us to become all that you have created us to be. Sometimes, it is hard to  
 believe that you are at work in us. We feel tired and overwhelmed. We deny your Spirit that is at 
 work in us.  
 Sometimes, life is difficult and we want to give up. Help us to trust that you are always at work in 
 us and that you have given us gifts that are needed for the continuing creation of the world. Help us 
 to know that you never give up on us and that we are  your beloved children. We pray in the name 
 of Jesus, in whose way we seek to follow.  … (A time of silent confession follows.)  
 Through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  The God who calls us is the God who created us; the God who formed us is the God who forgives us.  
 This is the Good News – we are God’s new creation. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are reshaped, renewed, forgiven.     
 Thanks be to God. Amen. 
  

GRATEFUL RESPONSE  Eternal God, Whose Power Upholds V. 5 FOREST GREEN 
  (Please see insert.) 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE    
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       Jordan Koontz and Jack Whitehead 

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
    
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 
  
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING  Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 
SERMON  “The Continuous Work of the Potter”        Reverend Kathy Carpenter 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 697 Take My Life HENDON 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
 



OFFERTORY Teach Me O Lord PHILIP STOPFORD 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I will keep it unto the end. 
Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall keep it with 
my whole heart.  Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for 
therein is my desire. Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to  
covetousness.  O turn away mine eyes lest they behold vanity; and quicken  
me in thy way. O establish thy word in thy servant, that I may fear thee.  Amen. 

  

DOXOLOGY     OLD HUNDREDTH 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 313    Lord, Make Us More Holy      LORD MAKE US MORE HOLY 
  

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Postlude in G minor CHARLES V. STANFORD  
 
  

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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Today’s First Scripture Readings 

 

2 Corinthians 4:5-7 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 
6 For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God 
and does not come from us.  

 
 
 

Today’s Second Scripture Readings 
 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Potter and the Clay 
18 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let 
you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4 The vessel 
he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to 
him. 
5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? 
says the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 At one moment I 
may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 but if that na-
tion, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended 
to bring on it. 9 And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant 
it, 10 but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had 
intended to do to it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the 
LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from 
your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward 
deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are wel-
come here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this 
church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

We are grateful for Reverend Kathy Carpenter who is preaching today on Higher Education Sunday. Kathy is 
the Campus Minster at UKirk. We welcome all of the UKirk students who enrich worship today: Catherine 
Long, Jordan Koontz, Jack Whitehead, Mitchell Skowbo, Sarah Loomis, Isaac Zheng, and Connor Leidner. 
 

The Celebration Flowers in worship today are sponsored by the Spencer Family in loving memory of Norrine   
Bailey Spencer.  
 
New Banners for a new season are up for worship. One of these features names of God. The Bible wasn’t written in 
English, so you will find ALPHA/OMEGA (the beginning and the end) in Greek, ABBA, which is the name Jesus called 
God, in Hebrew. It is translated to “Daddy” or “Papa”. The second banner uses words for attributes of God. Many thanks 
to Marti Snyder and Martha Dillard for making these banners. 
 
Creation Care Thought: Clean up after pets, even in your own lawn. Pet waste is full of bacteria, viruses and para-
sites, which can be picked up by rainwater, enter the storm drain and flow into the nearest creek or river. If not washed 
away, some bacteria and parasites that are harmful to humans and other animals can stay active in the soil for a year or 
more! 
 
Join us Sunday mornings for the Adult Education Class led by Dave Cozad in Hatcher Conference Room at 9:00 
a.m.- A New Kind of Christianity- Interim pastor Dave Cozad will be teaching a Sunday school class based on some 
key chapters in Brian McLaren’s book, A New Kind  of Christianity: Ten Questions That Are Transforming the Faith.  In 
addition, other sources such as Harvey Cox, Diana Butler Bass, Cynthia Bourgeault, Richard Rohr and John Philip New-
ell will be brought into dialog with the issues that McLaren raises. (The church office is sold out of the book.) 
 
Cherese Weaver’s art exhibit in Westminster Library reflects her passion for archeology and anthropology. The 
stoneware sculptures are influenced by her many interests and reflect the mystery of the process. The Arts Ministry is 
pleased to introduce Cherese, who is a newer member of the church, and her handsome sculptures to the congregation 
during the months of September – November. Please come for the Art Forum on October 20 after worship to visit 
with Cherese about her work. 
 
2019 Dates still available for Celebration Flowers: Sept. 29(The Flower Ministry will do them   today), Oct. 6, 
and Dec. 29.  Please email Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you are interested in sponsoring one of these dates. 
Arrangements are from Gates Flowers and checks are out to BPC for $50 with celebration flowers and date in the 
memo line.  
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Brian Smith     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Jim Rakes Mon-Sunday: Susan Barnard 
Prayer Room Today:  Susan Barnard and Bill Hendricks 
 Next Sunday:  Deb Call and Bill Neely 
Ushers:    Jack Call, UKirk students 
 



THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Sept. 22 Higher Ed Sunday w/UKirk Trip Presentation following worship 
    Sunday School for All ages *Adults - HCR 
    Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. Rm 007 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group Dinner, Music & Improv 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 Sept. 23 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
    Children’s Ministry meets at 7:00 p.m. - WM 
 Sept. 24 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Warm Hearth Communion at 10:00 a.m. –Showalter, First Floor Activity Room 
    Staff meets at 11:00 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
 Sept. 25 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. - HCR 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
    BPC Chancel choir rehearsal 7:00 – 8:30p.m. 
 Sept. 26 Faith Circle at 7:30 p.m. at Angela Anderson’s home, 1100 Kings Arms Lane, Bbrg Sept. 29 Sunday 

School for All ages *Adults - HCR 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.- Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Larry Bechtel Book Presentation following worship- WM 
    Youth Dinner & Discussion 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 October 1 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Staff meets at 10:00 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
 Oct. 2  Caring for the Community – 9:30 a.m.- HCR 
    Fellowship Dinner at 5:30 p.m. –FH – Featuring a Pasta Bar! 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 6:00 pm. 
    BPC Chancel choir rehearsal -7:00 -8:30 p.m. 
 Oct. 6  World Communion Sunday 
    Sunday School for All ages *Adults - HCR 
    Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. Rm 007 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.- Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group Dinner & Discussion - 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
  
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES- Continued 
 Oct. 8  Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Staff meets at 11:00 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
    Feed the Flock at UKirk- 6:00 p.m. 
 Oct. 22 Warm Hearth Communion at 10:00 a.m. –Showalter, First Floor Activity Room 
 Oct. 27 Fallapalooza 4:00 p.m. at BPC 

Oct.  28 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
Nov. 1 Church Women United at BPC-9:30a.m. - HCR 

 
 
 



BPC will be hosting To Our House this coming winter for the week of  
Feb. 1 through Feb. 8 – (the group will leave in the morning of the 8th).  If you or 
someone you know are interested in coordinating the food while they are here, please 
contact Joan Dickinson, jdickin326@aol.com or Andrew Warren,  anwar-
ren2@vt.edu to help out in this key volunteer position! Stay tuned for other volunteer 
opportunities! 

 
 
 

Book I of a trilogy, The Tinsmith’s Apprentice, “A Partial Sun” is a historical novel which tells the 
story of Isaac Granger, a slave of Thomas Jefferson, who in the fall of 1790 at age fifteen sets out with 

his master, and James Hemings—Jefferson’s manservant--for Philadelphia, 
where he is to be apprenticed to a Quaker Tinsmith. But things go awry. Isaac 
gets separated from “Old Master” and after a series of adventures arrives in 
the city on Jefferson’s own riding horse, Odin. Shortly afterwards, Isaac’s ap-
prenticeship begins, alongside three white apprentices, one of whom is vio-
lently hateful. Yet Isaac soon excels at tinsmithing, and is eventually sent out 
into the great city—the capital of the country at the time, and home of a thriv-
ing African-American community—on “tin coating” errands. He begins to 
know his way around the city, and befriends a variety of persuasive and inter-
esting characters, like Billey Gardner, a former slave of James Madison; Her-
cules, George Washington’s chef; and the charismatic Dr. Cornelius Sharp. 
And he befriends Rachel Bringhouse, the tinsmith’s daughter, who teaches 
him to read and write, questions Isaac about what it is like to be a slave, and 
describes for him her own constraints as a young woman. Through his experi-
ences, Isaac begins to change and grow toward a risky freedom. Thomas Jef-

ferson did not foresee any of this, nor the challenge Isaac would become.  
All are invited to attend Sept. 29 following worship in Westminster Library. 
 
 
 
University Ministry Card Table in the Gathering Space 
Tell our college students hello while they are away from home. There will be a table with the student's 
information and a card for you to leave a note. The University Ministry team will be sending them 
throughout the year to let our college students know we are thinking of them and praying for them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To sign-up to volunteer as part of the BPC group go to blacksburgpres.org/habitat or call the church   
office (540-552-2504) and sign-up by Oct. 1. Volunteers welcome ages 6th grade and up. We will    
provide childcare on Saturday, Oct. 19th from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
Contact Kendra at kendra@blacksburgpres.org if you have any questions. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 Eternal God, Whose Power Upholds 
  FOREST GREEN 
 
 

 


