
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 
 

 

Our Mission 
Proclaiming God’s Word 

Growing in faith and understanding 
Welcoming all  

Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 
Ministers - All Members 

Interim Pastor – Dr. David Cozad 
Director of Music, Organist – Steve Lawrence 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 
Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 

Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 
Custodian - Viola Howery 

Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Rev. Kathy Carpenter 
Mission Partner in Guatemala – CEDEPCA 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Arie Glas 

Mission Partners – Drs. Les and Cindy Morgan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 
 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“Imagine and listen as the psalmist shares the conviction that God knows us, wherever we may be.  That     
conviction is the heart of biblical revelation.  God searches us, sees us as we are, where we are.  God accepts 
us.  Acceptance, however, is not the same as approval; grace, the grace of God, bridges the gap between God’s 
acceptance and God’s judgment.”  Arthur Ross III 

 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dave Cozad and Kendra Crabtree 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
 
INTROIT   O Come Let Us Sing Unto the Lord CHARLES CALLAHAN 

      O come, let us sing unto the Lord; let us heartily rejoice in the strength 
     of our salvation.  Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
     and show ourselves glad in him with psalms.  Let us make a joyful noise 
     with songs of praise!   (Psalm 95:1-2) 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Jeremiah 18)  Elva Miller 

 Come now, all who are in the process of becoming; 
  Come, and be shaped by the Potter’s hand. 
 Come, with your strengths and your weaknesses, your flaws and your potential, 
 And see how the Potter’s purposes may come to fruition. 
   

 HYMN No. 5 God the Sculptor of the Mountains JENNINGS-HOUSTON 
   
PRAYER OF APPROACH (from Psalm 139)  
 Where can I go from your spirit, O Lord? 
 Or where can I flee from your presence? 
 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
 test me and know my thoughts. 
 See if there is any wicked way in me, 
 and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION    
 Holy One, Maker, Reconciler, Breath of Life, 
 Have mercy on us. 
 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
 Before God, with the people of God, we confess to our brokenness: to the way we wound our lives, 
 the lives of others, and the life of the world.  Make our hearts clean within us; renew us in mind and 
 spirit.  Give us again the joy of your presence; with your Spirit of freedom sustain us.  …  
 (A time of silent confession follows.)  Through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  With the whole church, 
 we affirm that we are made in God’s image, befriended by Christ,     
 empowered by the Spirit. 
 With people everywhere, 
 we affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 
 With all Creation, 
 We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; the unfolding purposes of God,    
 forever at work in ourselves and in the world. 
  

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 583 Glory to God GLORIA (Taizé) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE    
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       Sarah Windes 

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 139:1-18, 23-24 
  
ANTHEM Cantate Domino  GIUSEPPE O. PITONI 
 Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of his faithful people. 
      Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the people of Zion be glad in their King. (Psalm 149:1-2)  
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING  Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 



SERMON    “With Mud on God’s Hands”          Dr. David Cozad 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 302 When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace O WALY WALY 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
 
OFFERTORY Aria  CHARLES CALLAHAN 
 

DOXOLOGY No. 394 v. 4 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
  
  Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son,    
  Laud and honor to the Spirit, ever three and ever one;    
  One in might and one in glory while unending ages run! 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 29 O God, You Search Me      O GOD, YOU SEARCH ME 
  

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Rigaudon ANDRÉ CAMPRA  
 
  

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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Today’s First Scripture Readings 

 

Psalm 139:1-18 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Inescapable God 
To the leader. Of David. A Psalm. 
1 O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
    you discern my thoughts from far away. 
3 You search out my path and my lying down, 
    and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O LORD, you know it completely. 
5 You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
    it is so high that I cannot attain it.  
7 Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light around me become night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is as bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
    Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 
15     My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
In your book were written 
    all the days that were formed for me, 
    when none of them as yet existed. 
17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
    I come to the end[a]—I am still with you. 
 
Footnotes: 

a. Psalm 139:18 Or I awake 
 

 
 
 



Today’s First Scripture Readings - Continued 
 
Psalm 139:23-24 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
    test me and know my thoughts. 
24 See if there is any wicked[a] way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting.[b] 
 

Footnotes: 
a. Psalm 139:24 Heb hurtful 
b. Psalm 139:24 Or the ancient way. Compare Jer 6.16 

 

 
 

 
 

Today’s Second Scripture Readings 
 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 
The Potter and the Clay 
18 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Come, go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you 
hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4 The vessel he was 
making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 
5 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says 
the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7 At one moment I may     
declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8 but if that nation,      
concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring 
on it. 9 And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 but if it 
does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to 
it. 11 Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Look, I am a 
potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend 
your ways and your doings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2019 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward 
deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are wel-
come here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this 
church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 
We are grateful for Elva Miller who is our liturgist today. 
 
The Celebration Flowers in worship today are sponsored Winnie and Bill Drummond in loving memory of 
Winnie’s mother, Helen Roy. 
 

New Banners for a new season are up for worship today. One of these features names of God. The Bible wasn’t writ-
ten in English, so you will find ALPHA/OMEGA (the beginning and the end) in Greek, ABBA, which is the name Jesus 
called God, is written in Hebrew. It is translated to “Daddy” or “Papa”. The second banner uses words for attributes of 
God. Many thanks to Marti Snyder and Martha Dillard for making these banners. 
 
Creation Care Thought: Did you know that Monarch butterflies are not the only insects that migrate long distances 
each year?  In eastern North America there are over 30 insect species that migrate north in the spring and south in the 
fall. Painted lady butterflies, for instance, fly north out of Mexico in the spring to travel to the northern U.S. and Can-
ada; later, their grandchildren or great-grandchildren return south in the fall.  Green Darner dragonflies migrate during 
August to October up to 2800 km from eastern North America to southern Texas, and beyond. Plant native plants and 
avoid insecticides to encourage these insect migrations. 
 
Join the Choir! The BPC Chancel Choir is open to high school students and adults. Music reading   helpful, but not 
required. Rehearsals are Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  For more information, please contact the Director 
of Music: steve@blacksburgpres.org. 
 
 
Cherese Weaver’s art exhibit in Westminster Library reflects her passion for archeology and anthropology. The 
stoneware sculptures are influenced by her many interests and reflect the mystery of the process. The Arts Ministry is 
pleased to introduce Cherese, who is a newer member of the church, and her handsome sculptures to the congregation 
during the months of September – November. Please come for the Art Forum on October 20 after worship to visit 
with Cherese about her work. 
 
2019 Dates still available for Celebration Flowers: Sept. 15, Oct. 6, and Dec. 29.  Please email Sherry at 
sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you are interested in sponsoring one of these dates. Arrangements are from Gates Flow-
ers and are $50 paid to BPC.  
 

BPC will be hosting To Our House this coming winter for the week of  
Feb. 1 through Feb. 8 –  (the group will leave in the morning of the 8th ).  If you or someone you know are 
interested in coordinating the food while they are here, please contact Joan Dickinson, jdickin326@aol.com 
or Andrew Warren, anwarren2@vt.edu to help out in this key volunteer position! Stay tuned for other vol-
unteer opportunities! 

 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Ben Corl     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Sarah Woolsey Mon-Sunday: Nancy Artis 
Prayer Room Today:  Nancy Artis and Winnie Myers 
 Next Sunday:  Jim Rakes and Phyllis Albritton-Webb 
Ushers:    Eric and Heidi Anne Mesmer, Brent Opell, Nancy Alexander 
 



THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
Sept. 8  Sunday School for all ages 9:00 a.m. 
    Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. Rm. 007 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. –Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Bread for the World Offering of Letters after worship in the Gathering Space 
    End of Summer Shindig at 4:00- 6:30 p.m.- see insert 
 Sept. 9 Lydia Circle at 1:30 p.m. – FH 
    Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. at Jan McGilliard’s home, 305 Country Club Dr.,SE 
 Sept. 10 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Staff meets at 10:00 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
 Sept. 11 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. - HCR 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
    BPC Chancel choir rehearsal 7:00 – 8:30p.m. 
 Sept. 12 Creation Care Meeting at 4:00 p.m. - HCR 
 Sept. 15 Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. Room 007 
    Usher Information meeting following worship – Sanctuary 
    Youth Group Family Potluck at BPC- 5:30-7:30 p.m. w/ Youth Group Parent Meeting 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. – HCR 
 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Sept. 18 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 6:00-6:45 p.m. 
    BPC Chancel choir rehearsal 7:00 – 8:30p.m. 
 Sept. 22 Higher Ed Sunday w/UKirk Trip Presentation following worship 
    Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. Rm 007 
    Youth Group  Dinner, Music & Improv 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 Sept. 23 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. –WM 
    Children’s Ministry meeting at 7:00 p.m. - WM 
 Sept. 24 Warm Hearth Communion at 10:00 a.m. –Showalter, First Floor Activity Room 
 Sept. 26 Faith Circle at 7:30 p.m. at Angela Anderson’s home, 1100 Kings Arms Lane, Bbrg 
 Sept. 29 Joyful Noise at 10:00 a.m. –Rm 007 
    Larry Bechtel Book Presentation following worship 
    Youth Dinner & Discussion 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

     
Want to Usher?  

Info meeting September 15th after worship in the Sanctuary 
 

Being an usher is a great way to serve and lead during worship. Every Sunday morning there is a group of volunteers 
who turn the lights on in the Sanctuary, put water in the pitcher by the font, greet you with a warm smile and a bulle-
tin, take up the offering, and collect information from the friendship registers. These simple tasks create a warm and 
welcoming environment for worship while ushering can be a great way for the whole family to serve together! 
 

Would you like to know more about being an usher? We are looking to expand the current team of ushers. You 
can usher as often (once a month) or as little (twice a year) as you like.  

There will be a brief Usher Meeting on Sunday, September 15th after worship in the front of the  
Sanctuary. Ready to join the team now? Contact Phil Bailey, Usher Coordinator, 

at pbaileyvt@yahoo.com. Or fill out the information below and drop it in the offering plate! 
                -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

I AM INTERESTED IN USHERING! 
 

Name: _____________________________Email:_______________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

BPC’S 2019 FALL 
ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

 
A New Kind of Christianity 

Sundays at 9am in Hatcher 
September 8 - September 29 
 
Interim pastor Dave Cozad will be teaching a  
Sunday school class based on some key  
chapters   in Brian McLaren’s book, A New  
Kind   of Christianity: Ten Questions That Are 
Transforming the Faith.  In addition, other 
sources such as Harvey Cox, Diana Butler Bass, 
Cynthia Bourgeault, Richard Rohr and John 
Philip Newell will be brought into dialog with 
the issues that McLaren raises. 
 
Copies of McLaren’s book can be purchased 
through the church office for $12.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are also invited to attend the Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Morningstars, at 7:30 a.m. in 
Hatcher Conference Room.  This class is facilitated by Dave Cozad.  Join us on Tuesday mornings to 
study the week’s lectionary texts together, to grow in faith, and to support one another in love. Sources 
of caffeine are provided.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Offering of Letters, September 8 in the Gathering Space after worship 
As people of faith, we are called to care for one another and speak out for those in need. 

 
 Bread for the World’s 2019 Offering of Letters: Better Nutrition, Better Tomorrow urges our gov-
ernment to    accelerate progress toward ending hunger by increasing funding for global child nutrition 
programs.  
 
Over the past several decades, the world—with a strong commitment from the United States—has made 
great progress toward ending hunger by promoting global nutrition programs. Hunger and poverty rates 
have been cut nearly in half during the past 30 years. Good nutrition during the 1,000-day period from 
the beginning of a woman’s pregnancy to her child’s second birthday is critical to a child’s health and 
future well-being.  
 
Today, nearly 821 million people in the world—11 percent of the world’s population—remain hungry. 
One in 4 of the world’s children are affected by stunting, resulting in irreversible life consequences. Al-
most half of all child deaths worldwide are linked to malnutrition.  
 
Add your voice to the conversation by completing a letter or postcard to our elected officials that will: 
1. Urge Congress to support a global initiative to accelerate progress on nutrition: Congress should 
pass legislation to establish a new, scaled-up approach to global nutrition. Passage of a bill or resolution 
will strengthen U.S. commitment to global child nutrition and will lead other countries to join us in the 
global effort to end hunger. 
 
2. Urge Congress to protect and increase funding for global nutrition: Congress should increase 
funding for global nutrition programs. At the same time, our government—through the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) in particular—should strengthen its capacity to address malnutri-
tion. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


