
THERE WILL BE A CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
AT THE CLOSE OF WORSHIP TODAY to 

Elect the Slate of Officers for the Class of 2022  
and to fill various vacancies for Elders and Deacons 

 

 

Deacons who are being elected:  
 

Winnie Myers: Class of 2020: (1 year) 
Winnie Myers is an active member of the church since moving, with her husband, to Blacksburg in 1992. 

She served as a Sunday school teacher, member of the university ministry, Cooper House board, elder, and 

presently serves on the Malawi group. Winnie served as an educator for First Presbyterian Church, 

Gainesville, FL., Wayne Presbyterian Church, Wayne, PA., Manassas Presbyterian Church, Manassas, VA., 

and as interim educator for Christiansburg Presbyterian and Blacksburg Presbyterian churches.  She and Les 

have two grown children, Robert and Jennifer, and six grandchildren four of whom will be in college this 

Fall. 
 

Elva Miller: Class of 2021: (2 years) 
Never having served as a deacon, I have been impressed with the responsibility of taking our community of disciples’ faith, love, 

and helpfulness to those not able to be so active. I believe that one of God’s gifts to the church is the reality of our shared life as 

a community of brothers and sisters, all children of God. I enjoy BPC’s singing our faith in worship, sharing the Tuesday 

morning Bible study of the upcoming Sunday’s scriptures, great adult studies and ways of relating to the younger families of our 

church.  In the past, I have been an elder, taught church school and served on committees. I work with our refugees and am 

thrilled with the huge generous support of Blacksburg. A favorite quote is: “life begins at the edge of your comfort zone.”  If 

elected, I would hope to grow in God’s grace. 
 

 

Bill Hendricks: Class of 2022: (3 years) 
Bill Hendricks, a former Southern Baptist, followed his wise wife in joining BPC in the late 1970s. He 

chaired the Peace, Justice Global Mission committee and served as Elder in the 1980s. He retired from a 

busy, rewarding, and intense career in family medicine in 2018. He will bring to his role as deacon his 42 

years of experience in counseling patients in crisis, his 10 years of experience in a men’s group, his decades 

of personal work in contemplative prayer and meditation, and increased time afforded by retirement for 

service to BPC. 

 
 

 

Phyllis Albritton-Webb: Class of 2021: (2 years) 
Phyllis has been a member of BPC since 1973 and has served as deacon, elder, chair of Peace, Justice, Global 

Mission: Coordinated mission trips to Good News Partners, Chicago and visits from GNP friends to BPC; served 

on Building Committee that redesigned BPC; taught church school classes for 3rd, 5th, junior and senior highs, and 

adults; sang in choir for many years; currently member of the Prayer Group.  Phyllis has been involved in getting 

BPC to house Head Start; past member of Endowment Committee and is currently a trustee at BPC.   

 
 

Nancy Furr: Class of 2022: (3 years)  
Nancy Furr has been a member of BPC for just over 30 years.  During that time she has served as an elder on the 

session twice.  Once as chair of Children's Ed and once as chair of Buildings and Grounds.  She has been active 

in PW and was honored at the 2019 Annual PW gathering with an honorary life membership. She has served on 

the communion preparation ministry and is currently serving on the Creation Care ministry. This past year she 

filled out a term as a Deacon. During the school year, she volunteers with Head Start and at Margaret Beeks 

Elementary. 

 



Elders being Elected for Class 2022: 3 yr. Term 
 

Debra Call 
Deb Call is a native Virginian and resides in Laurel Ridge with her husband, Jack,  

and a menagerie of pets. She has two sons, Jeff and Scott. Jeff and his wife, Lindsay, and daughters Abigail and 

Sophie, are members of BPC. Scott lives in Cincinnati. Deb is a graduate of William and Mary and received her DVM 

from the University of Georgia. Deb has been a local small animal veterinarian in private practice for over thirty years, 

enjoying the world of animals and people. Special interests include visiting friends, music, and advocating for positive change and a 

kinder, gentler world. 

 

Susan Barnard 
Susan Barnard is a retired professor of interior design at Radford University. Formerly a church organist and Director of 

Christian Education at the Radford church, she and her husband, Jack, have been members of Blacksburg Presbyterian 

Church since 1986. A long-time member of the BPC choir and the arts committee, Susan has also served as a Sunday 

School teacher, a member of the building committee, and an Elder in the Class of 2010. The Barnards have two daughters, Anne and 

Amy, and seven grandsons.   
 

Garland McKenzie 
Garland McKenzie and his wife, Barbara, relocated to Blacksburg from Midlothian, VA and joined BPC in January 

2018 along with their daughter and son in-law, Claire and Kyle White, who are the proud parents of Lillian.  Their 

son, Mac and his wife, Courtney, have three children and live in Chesterfield, VA.  Garland is a Virginia Tech 

graduate and continues to be an active supporter of the university.  While in Midlothian, he was involved in a variety 

of church, public school, and Little League activities.  Since moving to Blacksburg, he has enjoyed volunteering at 

the Interfaith Food Pantry and partnering with Kyle to prepare coffee for the BPC Men’s breakfast events.  Having 

recently retired, he is looking forward to becoming more involved with activities at BPC and the surrounding community. 
 

Beth Mattson 
Elizabeth (Beth) Mattson was baptized at La Canada Presbyterian Church in Southern California as a child.  She grew 

up in that church until her family moved to Northern New Jersey where they joined a Congregational church.  She was 

very active in the church, acting as the youth representative to the church board and participating in the worship 

service regularly.  She moved back to Calif. for college and remained active in the Presbyterian Church ever 

since.  She has been an Elder and a deacon. Her career was in Computer Science. Currently she is adjunct faculty for 

Cameron University and teaches an online course in Computer Science. 
 

Beth is married to Dr. Rodger Mattson who was a Presbyterian pastor for almost 20 years and is now the Director of the Family 

Medicine Residency Program at Lewis-Gale Montgomery. They have two children, both married, and four grandchildren.  Their 

daughter's family is in the process of moving back from Zambia, Africa with their two little boys. Their son and his family live in 

Tulsa, OK with their daughter and son. Beth joined BPC last summer and has participated in several mission related committees.  

 

Elders being Elected for Class 2021 (vacancies): 2 yr. Term 

Jama Green 
A life-long Presbyterian, Jama Green joined BPC in 2013 when the Green family moved to Blacksburg from 

metro-Detroit. She has served on the Children’s Ministry committee, is an elementary Sunday School teacher 

and is a member of Faith Circle. Jama works as the Communications and Alumni Relations Coordinator for 

the Aerospace and Ocean Engineering department at Virginia Tech. She and husband Matt are parents to 

Natalie and Nora. 

 

Jim Rakes 
Jim Rakes has been a member of BPC since 1978.  He has served BPC both as a Deacon and Elder and is a 

Trustee.  He was a member of the initial Endowment Committee.  He has served on the Pastor Nominating 

Committee and, through the years, has taught Sunday School and served on the Community Ministry, Personnel, 

and Stewardship Committees.  Jim is a retired banker and enjoys community involvement on several boards.  He 

and wife, Janet, have two adult sons, Todd and Mark, who grew up in BPC.  Todd and wife, Sarah, have two 

children, Emma and Luke, and spending time with grandchildren is a priority for Jim.  



 


