
 
 

 
SEASON OF CREATION 

Finding God in the World: Air 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

MAY 19, 2019 
 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“To say that God is in the sky is not to imply that God lives at a certain address above the earth.  Instead, it is an 
invitation to consider God’s presence that both reaches to the stars and wafts through our lives as a spiritual 
breeze.” –Diana Butler Bass 

 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dave Cozad and Kendra Crabtree 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
 
PRELUDE   Polonaise from Orchestral Suite No. 2 J. S. BACH  

 Megan Asbrand, flute 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Jama Hayes 
 Let the light fall warm and golden on the grass, 
  let the birds sing their morning song. 
 Let the sky above us be blue, 
 let the breath of God pass among us. 
 Let all Creation rejoice this day, 
 and let God’s people say Amen. 
 

 HYMN No. 24 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens HOLY MANNA 
  (Please see insert.) 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH     
Christ of Creation, maker and sustainer of earth, sea, and sky: Be with us in the air that we 
breathe, the light that we see, the wind that stirs us and the breeze that refreshes. As the Lord God 
fashioned us from the clay and filled our nostrils and lungs, continue to create us anew this day. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION    
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Creating God, giver of life: You have stretched above us a sky that offers a palette     of colors; we 
look at it and grumble that it may contain rain. You have blessed us   with breath; we fret that it 
may need freshening. Within the uninhabitable vastness   of space, You provide an atmosphere that 
allows life on earth to flourish; we hurl   pollutants into it and then wonder why parts of it are dy-
ing. You established Jesus    as the Christ of Creation; we trivialize him simply as our ticket to “the 
sweet by and by.” Forgive us our mindless ingratitude, our lack of stewardship of your Creation. 
Renew in us a sense of wonder that stirs our souls and our wills.  … (A time of silent confession fol-
lows.)  In the name of our Lord, the Creator, we pray.  Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRATEFUL RESPONSE          CELTIC ALLELUIA 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a  time  
   of sharing  faith together.) 

 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN      Jama Hayes 

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS John 3:1-8 
 

  John 20:19-23 
 
SERMON    “Sky/Air/Wind/Breath/Spirit—Where Is God?”          Dr. David Cozad 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 286 Breathe On Me, Breath of God TRENTHAM 
(Please see insert.) 

 

RECEPTION OF CONFIRMANDS   2019 Confirmation Class  Susan Hunter 
Elise Bailey, Jordan Boffen, Kyle Knobl, Jackson Lawrence,  

Rylan Pospichal, Nataleigh Pienkowski, Lily Rascher, McKenna Slocum (at a later date),  
Ginsey Thompson, and Samuel Woolsey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 This we know, O Lord: The earth and sky do not belong to us. 
  We belong to the earth. 
 This we know, O Lord: All things are connected, 
  Like the blood that unites one family. 
 This we know, O Lord: We did not weave the web of life. 
  We are merely a strand in it. 
 This we know, O Lord: Whatever we do to the web, 
  We do to ourselves. 
 So we give thanks for the gift of creation,  
  We give thanks that all things hold together in Christ. 
 So we offer these prayers of the people...   
  (People in the congregation are invited to offer a one sentence prayer aloud.) 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES     
 

OFFERTORY Dance of the Blessed Spirits C. W. GLUCK 
 Megan Asbrand, flute 
 
 

DOXOLOGY  ROYAL OAK 

  All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
       all things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 
 

       The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 
       the ripe fruits in the garden, God made them every one. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
HYMN NO. 669 Let’s Sing unto the Lord      CANTEMOS AL SEŃOR 

 (Please see insert.) 
 

BLESSING 
 Bless to us, O God, the sky that is above us, 
  the air that we breathe, 
 The spirit that inspires us,  
  the friends who are around us,  
 Your image deep within us. 
  Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE  
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Today’s Scripture Readings 
 

John 3:1-8 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
Nicodemus Visits Jesus 
3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus[a] by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above.”[b] 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
what is born of the Spirit is spirit.[c] 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You[d] must be born from above.’[e] 
8 The wind[f] blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  
Footnotes: 

1. John 3:2 Gk him 
2. John 3:3 Or born anew 
3. John 3:6 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 
4. John 3:7 The Greek word for you here is plural 
5. John 3:7 Or anew 
6. John 3:8 The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 

 
 
John 20:19-23 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Next Sunday, May 26 there will be a Congregational Meeting to elect a slate of 
Elders and Deacons. The following list are folks who have agreed to be an Elder or a Deacon. If 
you would like to be either a Deacon or an Elder, it isn’t too late! Please contact Nancy Artis at 
membership@blacksburgpres.org for more information. 

 
 

Nominees for Session:  
Elder Class 2021 
Jama Green 
Jim Rakes  
 
Elder Class 2022 
Debra Call 
Susan Barnard 
Garland McKenzie 
Beth Mattson 
 
 
 
 
 
Nominees for Deacons: 
Class 2022 (3yr. term) 
Nancy Furr 
Bill Hendricks 
 
Class 2021 (2yr. term) 
Elva Miller 
Phyllis Albritton-Webb 
 
Class 2020 (1yr. term) 
Winnie Myers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
May 19, 2019 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward 
deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are wel-
come here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this 
church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for the 
worship service. 
 

We are grateful for Jama Hayes who is our liturgist today.  
 
We welcome the 2019 Confirmation Class and their mentors: 

Elise Bailey/Linda Smith, Jordan Boffen/Nancy Artis, Kyle Knobl/Juan Espinoza, 
Jackson Lawrence/Rob Kincaid, Rylan Pospichal/Mike Harvey, 

Nataleigh Pienkowski/Phyllis Albritton-Webb, Lily Rascher/Marti Snyder, 
McKenna Slocum/Melody Zobel, Ginsey Thompson/Joan Dickinson, 

Samuel Woolsey/Charles Taylor 
 
 
 

The Peace Lilies in worship today are sponsored by Suzanne Sanford and Steve Drumheller in honor of their 
children and grandchildren. A donation has been made to BPC’s Caring for the Community Fund in their 
honor. 
 
Summer Small Group: For six week starting Sunday, June 2 at 9:15 a.m. in Westminster Library. The class is 
facilitated by Scott Smith, Jonathan Anderson and others. A discipleship group will be starting in June. It will be a 
place for those in the group to learn each other’s life journeys, encourage each other, and reflect on how we are shaping 
our response to God’s call to discipleship. If you would like to participate email, Scott Smith at 
scottsmith4u@gmail.com, or you can just show up! If you would need childcare to participate, please let Scott Smith 
know. 
 

2019 Dates still available for Celebration Flowers: May 26, June 30, Aug. 4, 11, 25, Sept. 8, 15, 29, Oct. 6, 27 and 
Dec. 29.  Please email Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you are interested in sponsoring one of these dates. Ar-
rangements are from Gates Flowers and are $50.  
 
 

The May General Body meeting of the Montgomery County-Radford City-Floyd County branch of the NAACP 
will be held today, Sunday, May 19, at 3:30 p.m. in the Woodland Room at 2387 Warm Hearth Drive in Blacksburg.  
(Please note: we are meeting on the 3rd Sunday of this month to avoid conflict with Memorial Day weekend. All are 
welcome!  
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Eric Mesmer       
Elder of the Week:   Today: Heather Polikoff   Mon-Sunday: Brian Smith 
Prayer Room Today:  Brian Smith  
 Next Sunday:  Jimmy Ritter and Bill Neely  
Ushers:    Mike McGilliard, Nancy Alexander, Ben Corl, and Julie Burger  
 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
  May 19 Season of Creation-Finding God in the World: Air 
    Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Called Session meeting at 9:00 a.m. – Sanctuary with Confirmands 
    Joyful Noise Party at 10:00-10:20 a.m. – Room 007 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship Service Outdoors at 10:30 a.m. 
    All Church Potluck Picnic following worship- Bring a dish to share!     
   Dessert provided by the Fellowship Ministry. 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 May 20 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. -WM   
 May 21 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room.  All are welcome! 
 May 22 Caring for the Community –9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Staff meeting at 9:30 a.m. – WM 
 May 26 Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship Service at 10:30 a.m.  
    BPC’s Cents-Ability collection 
    Called Congregational meeting following worship to elect Elders and Deacons   
   
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES    

 May 27 Church Office Closed for Memorial Day 
 June 2 Personnel meets at 11:30 a.m.-HCR 
 June 9  Pentecost Sunday 
 June 17-20 Vacation Bible School -5:30-8:00 p.m. Register by May 31 
 June 25-28 Massanetta Middle School Conference  
 July 4  Church Office Closed 
 July 14-20 Montreat Youth Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Take	action		
Choose	a	colored	streamer.	

Write	your	promise	to	protect	the	air,	dirt,	or	water,	and	write	
or	draw	it	on	a	streamer.	

Tie	the	streamer	to	a	tree	or	other	object	so	it	flutters	in	the	air!	
    
20	Steps	for	Cleaner	Air 

1. Painting your house? Use a latex paint. Oil-based paints release hydrocarbon  
fumes.  

2. Use environmentally safe paints and cleaning products whenever possible. 
3. Get a tune-up. Properly maintained vehicles and other engines such as lawnmowers and boats get 

better gas mileage and emit fewer pollutants. 
4. Don’t top off your gas tank. Overfilling causes spills that release hydrocarbons and other toxic 

chemicals into the air.  Always tighten your gas cap securely. Buy “spill-proof” portable gasoline 
containers. 

5. Maintain your car to make it more efficient:  brakes, engine, tires (properly inflated), AC, and 
drive more gently to save fuel, as well as wear-and-tear.  

6. Exchange your gas-powered mower for an electric one, or for a hand-powered one. 
7. Buy a low gas mileage car or a hybrid car or an electric car. 
8. Park the car. Walk, bike, carpool, or use mass-transit whenever you can. Combine errands to re-

duce trips.   Vehicle traffic is a major contributor to smog.   
9. Join an organization that supports conversion from highways to rail or intermodal transport.  
10. Avoid excessive idling of your automobile. 
11. Donate to or participate in a partnership that teaches people how to build efficient, clean-burning 

stoves. 
12. Conserve energy. You’ll lower your utility bills and help avoid peak demands on utility plants. 
13. Don’t burn your yard waste.  Make compost or use leaves for mulch. Burning yard waste releases 

mold spores, soot, and other contaminants that can aggravate allergies and cause respiratory 
problems. 

14. Plant a tree. Trees absorb carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas. 
15. Conserve electricity and set air conditioners no lower than 78 degrees. 
16. Put your investments into companies that conserve energy or protect the environment. 
17. Support public policies that promote development of cleaner energy. 
On	days	when	High	Ozone	or	High	Particle	Levels	are	expected,	take	these	extra	steps: 
18. Refuel your car in the evening when it’s cooler. 
19. Defer lawn and gardening chores that use gasoline-powered equipment, or wait   until evening. 
20. Avoid wood-stove or fireplace use. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Three-year Endowment Award Proposals 
 

The BPC Endowment Committee is responsible for managing Blacksburg Presbyterian Church's en-
dowment by overseeing its investments and establishing policies about how the resulting interest in-
come should be spent each year.  In conjunction with the Endowment Committee, a separate Manna 
Team is convened each spring to represent the congregation in discerning how to distribute the cur-
rent year’s available endowment income.  The Manna Team allocates some funds to existing ministry 
partners on an annual basis, in order to provide support for initiatives that have traditionally been im-
portant to BPC.  Most of the available funds, however, are allocated to funding new three-year pro-
jects, for which groups of congregational members and the organizations for whom the funds are in-
tended may submit proposals.  These three-year projects are intended to reflect the original intent and 
philosophy of the General Endowment – to support significant new longer-term efforts that seek to 
share Christ’s love with the broader community around us.  
 
Previous recipients of three-year grants include BPC’s Malawi Committee, to support tuition and fees   
for OB/GYN student Griffin Sombani, Access to Community College Education (ACCE) in Mont-
gomery County, to help make community college education affordable for students in our area, and 
Sojourn  Center, to provide support for a fund-raising campaign to build a hospice house on recently 
donated land near Warm Hearth. 
 
Chris Zobel, the Chair of the Endowment Committee (endowment@blacksburgpres.org), will be very 
glad to answer any questions about this year's proposal       requirements or about the review process.  
Three-year Endowment Award proposal guidelines can be found in the Welcome Window in the 
Gathering Space.  
Proposals are due by June 30th.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BPC’s 2019 VBS 
June 17-20,  

5:30 – 8:00pm 
Preschool (3) through rising 6th grade. 

 

We are heading out on an African adventure that engages the whole heart! We will 
create a stampede of fun, go on wild Bible adventures and discover what life is like 

for five amazing kids who are living in Africa. We will sing and play and learn about 
the goodness of God. 

 

Register by May 31st at  
blacksburgpres.org/vbs 

 

We are also in need of a few more volunteers to be crew leaders and help with 
meals. If you are available and would like to help please contact Kendra Crabtree, 

Kendra@blacksburgpres.org 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BPC SEASON OF CREATION 2019  
Finding God in the World: Water, Dirt and Air 

In Sunday Worship on May 5th, 12th and 19th 
 

We will worship under a tent set up on the walk/lawn  
outside the church front doors. 

 
Wear your casual clothes. Bring sunscreen and a blanket if you want to sit on the ground and not  

under the tent. Chairs will be provided under the tent.  
There will be handicapped access. 

 

Potluck Picnic after worship 
Bring a dish to share for the potluck picnic after worship  

and dishware/utensils to eat with if you are able.  
DESSERT WILL BE PROVIDED. 

 
A Season of Creation is an opportunity for congregations to take time in the church year to focus 

their celebration on God the creator, Christ as the redeemer of creation, and the Spirit as sustainer 
of creation—to worship God along with all creation (as the Psalms bid us), and to express grati-

tude, love, and a commitment to be partners with Christ in the healing of creation.  This is Blacks-
burg Presbyterian Church’s 5th year celebrating The Season of Creation in worship. 

 


