
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
EASTER SUNDAY 

APRIL 21, 2019 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“The resurrected Jesus is not received quickly or easily by his followers.  … Every disciple meets the Risen Christ 
in his or her own life, his or her complex, unique struggle to faithfully follow.  That fact reassures us who cele-
brate Easter with … desperate prayers for those places within us still awaiting resurrection. … ‘Don’t hold onto 
me,’ says Jesus.  I am still at work, still creating life for you, still leading you in[to] the future, a future defined by 
God’s love.”  

   -Amy P. McCullough 
 

 (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews.  
If you are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 

 

GREETING Dave Cozad 
     Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

                  He is risen indeed!  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE Solemn Entry RICHARD STRAUSS 
  

 
 
 



GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Kendra Crabtree   
 Rejoice and be glad: 
  This is the day that the Lord has made! 
  Rejoice and be glad: 
  Heaven and earth will never be the same! 
 Rejoice and be glad: 
  Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE No. 232 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today EASTER HYMN 

    setting: JAMES BIERY 
 PRAYER OF APPROACH  

Holy One, we praise you for the triumph of this day.  
     We praise you for Jesus’ love and for his presence in our lives and times.  
Thank you for the witness of the women who went to the tomb,     
for their fears as well as their joy and relief. 
    In them we see ourselves, caught between what has been     
 and what your future may hold. 
You create and re-create, through cycles of death and new life,     
through change and fresh beginnings. 
     As your Easter people, may we live lives of dying and rising,     
 that others may see and embrace your holy realm. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Gracious God, we have heard the good news; how on the third day Christ rose again. 
 Yet we look for the living among the dead. 
 You rolled away the stone from the tomb, you sent messengers to proclaim the gospel. 
 Yet we look for the living among the dead. 
 You were faithful to your promise; you have done wonderful things! 
 Still we look for the living among the dead. 

…(A time of silent prayer is observed.)   
 Forgive us, Lord, we pray. 
  Teach us to trust your promises and believe the good news. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE     EASTER HYMN 
 

 

Brass and voices, hands and hearts, Alleluia! 
In the concert, bear your parts, Alleluia! 

All that breathes, your Lord adore, Alleluia! 
Singing praise forever more, Alleluia! 

 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 



HEARING THE WORD 
 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN     
 (Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs for nurture and care.) 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS  Isaiah 65:17-25 
  Luke 24:1-12 
 
SERMON “Why Do You Seek the Living Among the Dead?”   Dr. Cozad 
 
AFFIRMATION     from A Brief Statement of Faith, PCUSA 
   

 We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.   
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
 preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
 teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
 healing the sick and binding up the broken hearted, 
 eating with outcasts and forgiving sinners,  

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
 Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, 
  suffering the depths of human pain 
  and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
 God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, 
  breaking the power of sin and evil, 
  delivering us from death to life eternal. 
 
 With believers in every time and place, 
  we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
  can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 240 Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks  ALLELUIA NO. 1 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
 
OFFERTORY Sing Ye to the Lord EDWARD BAIRSTOW 
 Adult Choir 

    Sing ye to the Lord,  
    for He hath triumphed gloriously. 
    Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath  
    He cast into the sea. 

   Mighty Victim from the sky, 
   hell’s fierce powers beneath Thee lie; 
   Thou hast conquered in the fight,  
   Thou hast brought us life and lights. 

 

    Now no more can death appall,  
    now no more the grave enthrall; 
   Thou hast opened Paradise,  
   and in Thee Thy Saints shall rise. 

 

   Thou hast opened Paradise,  
   and in Thee Thy Saints shall rise. 
   Alleluia! Amen. 



 

DOXOLOGY  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
 O Praise him; Alleluia!  
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 238 Thine Is the Glory JUDAS MACCABEUS 

  setting: Robert Hobby 
BENEDICTION 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE Hallelujah! From Messiah G. F. HANDEL 

  The congregation is invited to join with the choir in singing. 
 

Hallelujah.  For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, Hallelujah. 
The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom or our Lord, 
and of His Christ.  And He shall reign forever and ever. 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords forever and ever. Hallelujah. 

 
POSTLUDE  La Réjouissance form Royal Fireworks  G. F. HANDEL  

  
 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

 
 
Special thanks to our Brass Ensemble members: 
 

Nabra Asgedom, tuba   Bill Ray, timpani 
Russell Ettinger, trumpet   Mary Catherine Stegall, horn 
Mark LaChance, trombone Nathan West, trumpet 
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ANOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
APRIL 21, 2019 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward 
deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are wel-
come here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this 
church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for the 
worship service. 
 
Creation Care News: Our polyethylene recycling collection (on the way to our second bench) is getting close to our 
goal of 500 pounds!  We are at 419 pounds, only 81 to go!  If you’ve been hanging on to your plastic film, now is the 
time to make a note to yourself to get it to church!  If you haven’t been participating, please check the directions on the 
Trex boxes inside the downstairs door to the right and just inside the Eakin Street door.  You should not be putting your 
clean plastic film (HDPE, LDPE) in the trash, since it can be recycled!  Thanks to everyone who has gotten us this far! 
 
Two Cents-a-Meal / Cents-ability Awards in 2018, Presbytery of the Peaks. Through the generosity of our congre-
gations, $42,733.32 has been awarded to community agencies, $41,254.86 to regional, national and international agen-
cies and $620.00 to a designated group (Heifer International) for a total of $84,608.18 in 2018.   
Some agencies that received funding are: Blacksburg Interfaith Food Pantry, Helping Hands Backpack in Narrows, 
NRCA Radford City/Fairlawn Pantry, Northside Community Dinner/Blacksburg, Pulaski Daily Bread, Feeding Ameri-
can SWVA, Kalikumbi Preschool & Mzuzu Orphan Center/Malawi, Society of St. Andrew, Rise Against Hunger/POP 
Youth, Saint Benoit Church/Haiti.   
Thank you to all who contributed to Cents-Ability!  
Today is BPC’s Cents-Ability collection during worship. Please add your donation to this wonderful outreach 
program. 
 

2019 Dates still available for Celebration Flowers: May 26, June 2, 30, Aug. 4, 11, 25, Sept. 8, 15, 29, Oct. 6, 27 
and Dec. 29.  Please email Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org  if you are interested in sponsoring one of these dates. 
Arrangements are from Gates Flowers and are $50.  
 

Church Openers Needed. Every Sunday morning, before everyone else arrives, one of our members unlocks 
the Church and makes sure the building is ready for Sunday School and worship service.  If you are interested 
and willing to help, please contact Brian Smith at buildingsandgrounds@blacksburgpres.org, and we will work 
with you on what needs to be done. 

 
The April General Body meeting of the Montgomery County-Radford City-Floyd County branch of the NAACP 
will be held on Sunday, April 28 at 3:30 p.m. at the Old Hill School, 570 High Street NE in Christiansburg (next 
to Schaeffer Memorial Baptist Church).  The CREDO presentation will be by Bob Beckman, President of Citizens 
for Sustainable Development. He will provide us with an overview of broadband coverage in Montgomery County and 
options for better service using the public-private partnership model. All are welcome!  

 
Blacksburg Master Chorale concert, Facets of Song, Saturday, May 4 at 7:30 p.m. at BPC. You can purchase a 
ticket from any Choral member or online at blacksburgmasterchorale.org. 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Brent Opell      May: Eric Mesmer 
Elder of the Week:   Today: Deb Call  Mon-Sunday: Sara Hunter 
Prayer Room Today:  Sara Hunter and Jeananne Dixon-Bame  
  Next Sunday: Sarah Woolsey and Nancy Furr 
Ushers:    Jack Call, Nancy Alexander, Marcia Wright, Brent Opell 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Apr. 21 Easter Sunday 
    All Church Breakfast at 9:00 a.m. 
    Easter Egg Hunt at 9:50 a.m. for Children up through 5th Grade- 
     Bring your own basket  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
    Cents-Ability Collection at BPC 
    No Youth Group or Confirmation group today 
 Apr. 22 Easter Monday – Church Office Closed 
 Apr. 23 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room.  All are welcome! 
 Apr. 24 Caring for the Community –9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Staff meeting at 9:30 a.m. – WM 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 6:00 p.m.  
    Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.  
 Apr. 28 Presbyterian Women Sunday/Birthday Offering 
    Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Joyful Noise Rehearsal at 10:00-10:20 a.m. – Room 007 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Confirmation Group meets at 11:45 a.m. 
    Youth Group meets at 5:30-7:30 p.m. for Dinner & Discussion at BPC  
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 April 29 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
    University Ministry meets at 5:00 p.m.  - WM 
    VBS Leader Meeting at 6:30 p.m. – WM 
 April 30 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room.  All are welcome! 
 May 1 Caring for the Community meets at 9:30 a.m.- HCR 
    Staff meeting at 9:30 a.m. – WM 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 6:00 p.m.  
    Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.  
 May 4 BPC Building & Ground Work Day at 9:00 a.m. 
    Blacksburg Master Choral Concert at BPC at 7:30 p.m. 
 May 5 Art Forum with Martha Dillard following worship- WM  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke 19:29-40 
 
 
Luke 19:29-40 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

 

HUNGER * DISASTER*DEVELOPMENT 
 

Join with Presbyterian Worldwide in answer‐

ing God’s call. If we all do a little, it adds up to 

a lot! 
 

Received during the season of Lent, Presbyteri‐

ans worldwide join in sharing God’s love with 

our neighbors‐in‐need around the world by 

providing relief from natural disasters, food for 

the hungry, and support for the poor and op‐

pressed. 
 

Ways to Give – 

  + Through your congregation 

  + Donate by credit card on line at  

  presbyterianmission.org/give‐oghs 

  + Text OGHS to 20222 to give $10 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance  

  + Works alongside communities as they  

    recover  and find hope after the    

    devastation of natural or human‐caused  

    disasters 
 

Presbyterian Hunger Program  

  + Takes action to alleviate hunger and the  

    systemic causes of poverty so all may be 

    fed 
 

Self‐Development of People 

  + Invests in communities responding to their 

    experiences of racism, oppression,  

    poverty and injustice and educates  

    Presbyterians about the  impact of these  

    societal ills 
 

 

You can help these important ministries supported by One 

Great Hour of Sharing by making a gift anytime throughout 

the year. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke 24:1-12 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Resurrection of Jesus 

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had 
prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find 
the body.[a] 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 5 The women[b] were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men[c] said to them, 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.[d] 6 Remember how he 
told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be cru-
cified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the 
tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 
happened.[e] 

Footnotes: 
1. Luke 24:3 Other ancient authorities add of the Lord Jesus 
2. Luke 24:5 Gk They 
3. Luke 24:5 Gk but they 
4. Luke 24:5 Other ancient authorities lack He is not here, but has risen 
5. Luke 24:12 Other ancient authorities lack verse 12 

 


