
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 
MARCH 31, 2019 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“From the moment it first laid eyes on you, this blessing loved you. This blessing knew you from the start. It 
cannot explain how. It just knows that the first time it sat down beside you, it entered into a conversation that had 
already been going on forever. Believe this conversation has not stopped. Believe this love still lives— the love 
that crossed an impossible distance to reach you, to find you, to take your face into its hands and bless you. Be-
lieve this does not end— that the gesture, once enacted, endures. Believe this love goes on— it has never ceased 
to gather your heart into its heart. Believe this blessing abides.” -- Jan Richardson, The Cure for Sorrow: Bless-
ings for Times of Grief 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
INTROIT Ubi caritas et amour OLA GJELIO 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
Christ’s love has gathered us into one. 
Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him. 
Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 
And may we love each other with a sincere heart. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

 



CALL TO WORSHIP  Chris Zobel 
 Loving God, may we be found and may we find a place called home: 
  a place where faith holds us and grace renews us,        
  where forgiveness longs for us to be who you call us to be. 
 

 May we find a place called home:           
  where we are accepted as we are,           
  where we are taken in and loved unconditionally,        
  where we belong and our souls fit,          
  where our questions are allowed and our anger is heard,       
  where our needs are recognized and our pain is held       
  where our names and our hearts are known. 
 

 And may this be that place, O God.          
  May we find a home here among this community,       
  this group of travelers and doubters and companions on the way. 
 

 May this place be more than just a building.         
  May we find here a way of being together in relationship      
  held together by love. 
 

 Loving God, Homecoming God,           
  May we make this a home to all who still yet seek        
  a place of grace-filled sanctuary and gracious welcome. 
 

 HYMN No. 173 vv.1-3               A Woman and a Coin  LIFE RESTORED 

 
PRAYER OF APPROACH   

Eternal God, you open your arms to accept us even before we turn to meet your welcome;  
 you invite us to forgiveness even before our hearts are softened to repentance. Hold before us the 
 image of our humanity made new, so that we may live in Jesus Christ, your new creation. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION    
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Beloved God, with the eagerness of a child, you wait for our coming. 
 With the urgency of a mother, you long for our return. 
With the anxious heart of a father, your arms ache to hold us. 
 The disappointment, the judgment, the turning away, that’s us, not you. 
Holy One, the space between us is too great- 
 this agonizing expanse between you and us,        
the rift we have created by demanding our share, 
 the distance we have put between us as we flee to a far country, 
the resentment we hold when things don’t seem fair,       
 our refusal to join your gracious party.       
Forgive each selfish request,          
 each step away,          
each bitter thought,           
 each joyless rejection.          
 Forgive us and run toward us with open arms. 

  …  (A time of silent confession follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayers. Amen.  
 
 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Oh, what joy for those whose sins are forgiven, 
 whose mistakes have been wiped away by God’s mercy and grace! 
       Let us rejoice in God’s unfailing love, which has set us free yet again. 
   

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 173 v. 4      A Woman and a Coin  LIFE RESTORED 

  
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 32  
 
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 15 
 
SERMON   “Homecoming”             Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter 

 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

HYMN No. 415 Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy      RESTORATION 

  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY  O Love ELAINE HAGENBERG 
 

O Love, that will not let me go, 
O Love, I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thy ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 
 
O Joy, that seeks me through the pain, 
I cannot close my heart to Thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, that morn shall tearless be. 

 
 



DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Christ, all people here below 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore 
Praise triune God whom we adore. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
COMMISSIONING     John and Diane Wilson 
 

HYMN No. 418                   Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling       SOFTLY AND TENDERLY 
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE Voluntary in A minor  ANONYMOUS (18TH CENTURY) 

  
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

 
540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
MARCH 31, 2019 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward 
deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are wel-
come here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this 
church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for the 
worship service. 
 
We welcome Reverend Emily Rhodes Hunter to worship today. Emily is a Presbyterian minister and a bereave-
ment counselor at Good Samaritan Hospice. We are very grateful to have her leading us in worship today. 
 
We are grateful for Chris Zobel who is our liturgist today. 
 
Creation Care Thought: In November 2017, Chinese markets began rejecting contaminated plastic, and much of it 
now is piling up because it has nowhere to go.  It has now become a world-wide problem which all countries will have 
to address by developing new infrastructure for recycling plastics #3-#7 (which has always been a much more complex 
process than recycling #1-#2), by restructuring manufacturing so less of plastics #3-#7 are produced, and/or by a mas-
sive movement toward reduction of products such as plastic packaging and single-use containers and other products.   
 
Martha Dillard’s art work featuring “Beautiful Craig County” is now on display in Westminster Library until the 
end of May. She is sharing some of the scenes she sees around her home at Sinking Creek. Plan to come hear her at the 
Art Forum with Martha Dillard, will be rescheduled for May. 
 
Buildings and Grounds Work Day, April 6, 9am-12pm. Please join us for a work day on April 6. We will be clean-
ing up the flower beds and columbarium, trimming back some of the plants, spreading some mulch, cleaning windows, 
doing some touch up painting around the building, and other smaller projects. We will officially begin at 9am, but some 
folks like to get an earlier start. Tools will be provided but if you have your favorites, feel free to bring them. Come for 
any or all of the time to help make our building hospitable to those who use it every week.  
 
2019 Dates still available for Celebration Flowers: May 26, June 2, 30, Aug. 4, 11, 25, Sept. 8, 15, 29, Oct. 6, 27 
and Dec. 29.  Please email Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org  if you are interested in sponsoring one of these dates. 
Arrangements are from Gates Flowers and are $50.  
 
 
     UPCOMING PULPIT SUPPLY AT BPC: 

  March 31 Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter 
  April 7  Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter, Youth Sunday 
 
 
 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: John Perumpral  April: Brent Opell 
Elder of the Week:   Today: Jen Stewart Mon-Sunday: Karen Watson 
Prayer Room: Today: Karen Watson and Phyllis Albritton-Webb   
  Next Sunday: Nancy Artis and Bill Neely  
Ushers:       Marcia Wright, Zach and Heidi Swartzwelder and Nancy Alexander 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Mar. 31 4th Sunday in Lent 
    Sunday school at 9:00 a.m. 
    Joyful Noise meets at 10:00 a.m. – Room 007 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter preaching     
  Art Forum with Martha Dillard – TO BE RESCHEDULED FOR MAY 
    Youth Group meets for Youth Sunday preparation at BPC-5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 April 1 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m.- FH    
 Apr. 2  Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – HCR * note location change 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room.  All are welcome! 
    Creation Care Team meets at 4:30 p.m. - HCR 
 Apr. 3  Caring for the Community –9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Staff meeting at 9:30 a.m. – WM 
    Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 1205 Old Mill Road, 
     Speaker: Rosemary Backer, Luther Memorial Church 
    Handbell rehearsal at 6:00 p.m. 
    Choir rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.  
 Apr. 6  BPC Building & Grounds Work Day/The Big Event at VT 
 Apr. 7  5th Sunday in Lent 
    Youth Sunday Rehearsal at 8:00 a.m. 
    Sunday school at 9:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – YOUTH SUNDAY with Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter    
    Youth Group meets for Youth Sunday Lunch following worship 
     
     

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES    

 April 8 Reverend David Cozad begins as Interim Pastor at BPC 
    Hildegard Circle at 6:00 p.m. – Location to be determined 
 April 10 Faith Circle at 7:30 p.m. at Kendra Crabtree’s home-250 Gold Leaf Drive, Cbrg 
 April 14 Palm Sunday 
    Reception to welcome Rev. David Cozad following worship 
 April 21 Easter Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

	



Adult Education – Lenten Series 
March 3 – April 14 

Sunday Mornings at 9am in Hatcher 
 
Join us this Lenten Season as we take time to focus on some     of the classic 
spiritual disciplines. Using Richard Foster’s   “Celebration of Discipline” we 
will discuss Meditation, Fasting, Solitude, Submission, Confession, Worship 
and Celebration within the Christian context. The study of Foster’s book will 
encourage us each to consider one or more of the disciplines to adopt during 
the season of Lent, and to consider how to use these disciplines to transform 
our intellectual understanding of our faith to an active outward expression of 
our faith.  
 

	
	
	
	
	

PRESBYTERIAN	WOMEN	ARE	COLLECTING	THE	FOLLOWING	ITEMS	FOR		
PRESBYTERIAN	CHILDREN’S	HOME	OF	THE	HIGHLANDS	

	
 Paper products (toilet tissue, paper towels, Kleenex) 
 Laundry products (detergent, bleach, fabric softeners, dryer sheets) 
 Nonperishable snacks (granola bars, Pop Tarts, microwave popcorn, etc.) 
 Personal care items (shampoo/conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc.) 
 Grocery gift cards (Wal-Mart, Food Lion) 
 Fast food coupons/gift cards (McDonalds, Wendy’s, Sonic, Shoney’s, Cracker Barrel, etc.) 
 Phone cards 

 
 Dish towels/pot holders 
 Food Storage containers 
 Standard sized pillows 
 Standard sized pillow cases 
 Twin sized sheets/comforters 
 Bath towels/washcloths 
 Beach towels for pool use 
 Good used vehicles 
 Good used riding or push lawn mowers 
 Softball equipment (gloves, softballs, bats) 

	
Bins	are	located	on	the	lower	level	and	outside	of	the	church	office.		

Thank	you	for	your	support!	
	
	
	



Habitat for Humanity is beginning construction on the housing development 
across the street from our parking lot on the land    donated by BPC.  As a result, 
the dumpster can no longer be        located on that property.  After researching 
several options for     relocating or replacing the dumpster Session has decided, 
on the recommendation of Buildings and Grounds Committee, to replace the 
dumpster with six 96-gallon trash bins. By doing so we are     reducing the cost 
significantly while still having the same gallon quantity as the dumpster gave us. 
We will do it on a trial period of 4-6 months to be sure of its viability and settle 
on the best location for the bins. After the trial period, we will build a permanent 
location(s) for the trash bins. If it proves that the dumpster was the better option 
we will return to the use of a dumpster and build a fenced in location on the 
church property. If you have any questions, please let us know at buildingsandgrounds@blacksbur-
pres.org. 

	
	
	

Church Openers Needed 
Every Sunday morning, before everyone else arrives, one of our members unlocks the 
Church and makes sure the building is ready for Sunday School and worship service.  This 
is a critical, but fairly simple task of opening doors, turning on some lights, and walking 
through the building.  And we are looking for some new folks to help.  We typically have 
volunteers who cover a full month, and right now we have most of the year covered with 
the exception of June, August, and September.  But the summer months can be tricky with 
vacation schedules, so we are happy to also have volunteers for select weeks.  If you are 
interested and willing to help, please contact Brian Smith at buildingsandgrounds@blacks-

burgpres.org, and we will work with you on what needs to be done. 
 
 
 
Lost and Found 
Please check our ever expanding Lost and Found for items you may have left behind. 
Items will be on a table across from the elevator near Westminster. After April 7 all remaining items 
will be donated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
Holy Week at BPC 

 

Sunday, April 14 Palm Sunday with Joyful Noise at 10:30 a.m. –  
     Rev. David Cozad 
 

Thursday, April 18 Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m.-Sanctuary 
 

Friday, April 19  Church Office Closed 
 

Sunday, April 21 Easter Sunday 
            9:00 a.m. Breakfast –sponsored by 
          Men of the Church – Fellowship Hall 
            9:50 a.m.   Easter Egg Hunt 
  (for children up through 5th grade-Bring your own basket) 
                 10:30 a.m.   Worship 
 

Monday, April 22 Church office closed 

	
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Easter Lily Order Form or 
  One Great Hour of Sharing Donation 
 

If you wish to place a lily in the Sanctuary for Easter or to make a donation to One Great Hour of 
Sharing in honor/memory of someone, please fill in the form below and place it in the offering 
plate or return it to the church office.  The price of a lily is $15.00 each. 
 

            ____ number of Lilies ordered    ____ One Great Hour of Sharing Donation 
 
Given by:_______________________________________________ 
 
Amount enclosed:_______________ cash________ /ck#_________ 
 
Email:__________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Indicate if this is for a Lily   or One Great Hour of Sharing: 
 
In memory of: _______________________________________   __       or __ 
 
 
In honor of: _________________________________________  __       or __   
 

 
 

Deadline for placing orders is Sunday, April 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TODAY’S FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Psalm 32 (NRSV) 
The Joy of Forgiveness Of David. A Maskil. 
1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
    whose sin is covered. 
2 Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, 
    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
3 While I kept silence, my body wasted away 
    through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
    my strength was dried up[a] as by the heat of summer.Selah 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
    and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
    and you forgave the guilt of my sin.Selah 
6 Therefore let all who are faithful 
    offer prayer to you; 
at a time of distress,[b] the rush of mighty waters 
    shall not reach them. 
7 You are a hiding place for me; 
    you preserve me from trouble; 
    you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.Selah 
8 I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 
    I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
9 Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
    whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
    else it will not stay near you. 
10 Many are the torments of the wicked, 
    but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD. 
11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 
    and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

Footnotes: 
a. Psalm 32:4 Meaning of Heb uncertain 
b. Psalm 32:6 Cn: Heb at a time of finding only 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TODAY’S SECOND SCRIPTURE READING 
Luke 15 (NRSV) 
The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and 
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 
5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 
that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

The Parable of the Lost Coin 
8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins,[a] if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I 
tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother 
11 Then Jesus[b] said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between 
them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe fam-
ine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would 
gladly have filled himself with[c] the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 
17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough 
and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was 
still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him 
and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’[d] 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a 
robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the 
fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard mu-
sic and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your 
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 
sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with 
him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured 
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father[e] said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because 
this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

Footnotes: 
a Luke 15:8 Gk drachmas, each worth about a day’s wage for a laborer 
b Luke 15:11 Gk he 
c Luke 15:16 Other ancient authorities read filled his stomach with 
d Luke 15:21 Other ancient authorities add Treat me like one of your hired servants 
e Luke 15:31 Gk he 


