
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
FEBRUARY 17, 2019 

 

 
THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“Silence is God’s first language; everything else is a poor translation.”       ~ Thomas Keating 
 
 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to 

take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE Lobe den Herren JOHANN GOTTFRIED WALTHER  
  

CALL TO WORSHIP    Shane Parson  
The world belongs to God, 

The earth and all its people. 
How good it is, how wonderful, 

To live together in unity. 
Love and faith come together, 

Justice and peace join hands. 
 If Christ’s disciples keep silent 
  These stones would shout aloud. 
 Open our lips, O God, 
  And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 
 

    Please stand in body or in spirit. 



 HYMN No. 35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
Almighty God, in Christ you have shown us the way, revealed to us your truth, and offered to us 
everlasting life. Keep our eyes upon him, that we may see your path more clearly, know your truth 
more fully, and receive your life more abundantly. Amen. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Holy God, heal the brokenness of our lives. We cover our ears so we cannot hear the cries of those 
in need, or you urging us to respond. We rush to defend every issue that matters to us, but look the 
other way when you would call us to be your holy people. Forgive us, we pray, when we wander 
away from you, lost and at risk. Forgive us when our lives do not reflect your glory and the pur-
poses you intend. Help us to comprehend your ways in the world. We long to feel your grace and 
glory, for in you we can be healed and set free.  … (A time of silent confession follows.)  In your mercy, 
Lord, hear our prayers.  Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 God rolls away everything that stands in our way— 
 our past, our sin, our pain, our hesitation,         
 and reshapes us into new people living in the new creation.  
 What wonderful grace. We are forgiven!  
   

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 654       IN THE LORD I’LL BE EVER THANKFUL 
 In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful; 
 in the Lord I will rejoice! 
 Look to God; do not be afraid. 
 Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
 Lift up your voices; the Lord is near. 
  

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 
ANTHEM Thy Perfect Love JOHN RUTTER 

    Jesu, my love, my joy, my rest, Thy perfect love close in my breast. 
    That I thee love and never rest; And make me love thee all things best, 
    And wounde my heart in they love free, That I may reign in joy evermore with thee. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING 1 Samuel 3:1-20 



SERMON “Does God Still Speak?”             Rev. Elizabeth Link 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,    
    Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth seated at the right hand  
    of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
    the holy catholic church; 
    the communion of saints; 
    the forgiveness of sins; 
    the resurrection of the body; 
    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
 
OFFERTORY Walk In The Light ANDRÉ THOMAS 
 

  We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light,  
  come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright. 
  Shine all around us by day and by night, 
  Jesus, the Light of the world. 
 
  Lord our Lord, thy glorious name, 
  All thy wondrous works proclaim. 
  In the heaven’s with radiant signs, 
  Evermore thy glory shines! 

 

DOXOLOGY   OLD HUNDREDTH 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God, all creatures here below;  
  Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

 
 



BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 722 Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak CANONBURY 
 

BENEDICTION   
 

 POSTLUDE Scherzo MALCOLM ARCHER 
 
 

 
*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
FEBRUARY 17, 2019 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward 
deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are wel-
come here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this 
church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for the 
worship service. 
 
We welcome Reverend Elizabeth Link. Elizabeth is Associate Pastor for Christian Education at Second Presby-
terian Church in Roanoke. 
 
We also welcome Shane Parson who is our liturgist today. We are so grateful that they are sharing their gifts with 
us today.   
 
The Peace Lilies in worship today are in loving memory of Charlie O’Dell. A donation has been made by Wilmoth 
O’Dell to Malawi Ministry with love in his memory. 
 
Music Notes:  The BPC choir rehearses weekly on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. High School students and adults are in-
vited to participate. Also, our handbell choir has resumed rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. New ringers 
are always welcome! Please contact Steve Lawrence for additional information at steve@blacksburgpres.org.  
 
Creation Care Thought: Emphasis: plastic straws 
At the beginning of July 2018, Seattle became the largest U.S. city to ban plastic straws. A ban from a single hotel 
chain can remove millions of straws in a single year. Alaska Airlines will be one of the first airlines to phase out 
plastic straws and stirrers, in part thanks to an environmentally conscious girl scout. Environmentally conscious 
Presbyterians can help spread the word in our community and in our travels, too, one sip at a time!        – source: na-
tionalgeographic.com/environment 
 
BPC’s Fall Art Exhibit. If you think of colored pencils as a medium for children, plan to be amazed at what Jennifer 
Carpenter can do with them! See her exhibit in Westminster Library and know that you are looking at award-



winning work which has been featured in a variety of art magazines and books. Jennifer lives in Christiansburg and will 
have an Art Forum next Sunday, Feb. 24 following worship. 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Nancy Furr     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Andrew Warren   Mon-Sunday: Brian Smith 
Prayer Room: Today: Brian Smith and Phyllis Albritton-Webb 
  Next Sunday: Jack Call and Diane Wilson 
Ushers:    Jim Echols, Jordan Boffen, Kyle Knobl, Griffin Warren 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Feb. 17 BPC’s Cents-Ability Collection 
    Sunday school at 9:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Rev. Elizabeth Link preaching  
 Feb. 19 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m.- HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room.  All are welcome! 
    BPC Feed the Flock at UKirk 
 Feb. 20 Caring for the Community –9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Staff meeting at 9:30 a.m. – WM 
    Handbell rehearsal at 6:00 p.m.  
    Choir rehearsal at 7:00 p.m.  
 Feb. 21 Peaks Presbytery meeting at First PC in Martinsville 
 Feb. 22-23 PW Winterlude Retreat at Camp Alta Mons  
    Mid and Senior High School Retreat at Camp Bethel 
 Feb. 24 Sunday school at 9:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Rev. Dave Snyder preaching      
  Art Forum with Jennifer Carpenter following worship-WM 
    Session meets at 4:00 p.m. - HCR  
 
     

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES    

 Feb. 25 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
 Feb. 26 Dining Out for Shelter 
 March 4 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. - FH 
 March 5 BPC Feed the Flock-UKirk (Shrove Tuesday) 
 March 6 Ash Wednesday 12:00 p.m. service – WM 
    Faith Circle meets 7:30 p.m. -TBD 
 Mar. 10 Daylight Saving Time begins at 2:00 a.m.– Spring forward 1 hour 
 Mar. 24 Moni, Malawi! Following worship- FH All are welcome!  
    Concert with Brian Peters at Northside PC at 7:00 p.m.  Free admission 
 
 
 
 
    UPCOMING PULPIT SUPPLY AT BPC: 
    March 3  Steve Darr 
    March 6  Ash Wednesday Service- Rev. Dave Snyder 
    March 10 Rev. Rachel Shepherd 
    March 17 Rev. Rick Geoghegan 
    March 24 Rev. Dave Snyder 
    March 31 Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter 
    April 7  Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter 



 
 

 
 

2019 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services. Flowers are often are given 
in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give everyone a chance to participate, all 
Sundays, except those dates with an “X” during Lent and Advent, are available to be reserved on a first requested basis.  If you 
would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2019, please complete this form and put it in the 
offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

    3      2            X 

    X  X  5      4  8  6    X 

    X  X        11  15      X 

  24  X  21      21          X 

    X    26  30    25  29  27    29 
  
Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: ___________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 
  

Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________  

  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     

  

Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 

(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  

 

 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 

 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   

_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The	cost	for	two	arrangements	will	continue	to	be	$50	for	2019,	
Payments	will	be	made	to	“BPC”.	

Special	flower	are	requests	may	increase	the	cost‐	
you	will	need	to	contact	Gates	Flower	Shop	directly	for	these	arrangements.	

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	

 
 


