
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

January 6, 2019 
 
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our Mission 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all 
Extending comfort and grace 
Working for justice and peace 

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 

 
 

Ministers - All Members 
Director of Music, Organist – Steve Lawrence 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 
Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 

Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 
Custodian - Viola Howery 

Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Rev. Kathy Carpenter 
PMA Mission Co-worker in Guatemala – Rev. Elaine Menezes 

PMA Mission Co-workers in Bangladesh – Drs. Les and Cindy Morgan 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Ruth Shakespeare 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
JANUARY 6, 2019 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
Epiphany?  From Faces at the Manger, J. Barrie Shepherd; Upper Room Books, 1992 
 
This star discloses nothing that we have not seen before. A cattle-cave with straw, the solid beasts, a couple caught in poverty 
and cruel circumstance, and a child, newborn, with all the customary trappings of exhaustion followed by relief, blood, band-
ages, and that strangely childlike look of first time parents. 
 
What was it, then, that set this towering within, that moved us, as if gazing from some sudden, dizzy height, to gasp with won-
der even as we grasp for something to hold onto? Is every birth attended this way? Does such a leap lie just beneath the sur-
face of all things and every moment? And, if so, should we have jumped, and can we still? 
 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Kendra Crabtree 
 Arise, shine; for your light has come! 
  The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
 Come, and adore the Savior of the nations. 
  We offer the gifts of our lives to the Lord. 
 

 HYMN No. 150 vv.1-3               As with Gladness Men of Old  DIX 

 
PRAYER OF APPROACH   

Everlasting God, the radiance of faithful souls, who brought nations to your light and kings to the 
brightness of your rising: Fill the world with your glory, and show yourself to all the nations; 
through him who is the true light and the bright morning star, Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION    
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for all people. 
We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We turn away from the poor; 
we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace.  In your mercy, cleanse us of our sin, and 
pour out the gifts of your Spirit, that, forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your glory shining 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 
…  (A time of silent confession follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayers.  Amen.  
 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 



 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  The mercy of the Lord is like rain, 
  Like showers that water the earth. 
   In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE   DIX 

 Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
     and when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
    where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

  Matthew 2:1-12 
 
SERMON   “A Star Shining Over Blacksburg”             Dr. Utley 

 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

HYMN No. 151 We Three Kings of Orient Are      KINGS OF ORIENT 

  
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 
OFFERTORY  
 

DOXOLOGY           GREENSLEEVES 
 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby. 
 Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
All are welcome at Christ’s table.  Use the center aisle to reach a station, take a piece of bread and dip it in the 
cup. Return to your seat by the side aisle.  Gluten, dairy and egg-free bread and individual cups are available at 
the center station in front.  If you need to remain seated, the elements will be brought to you.   
 



INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise…  
 

SANCTUS GREENSLEEVES 
  Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
    Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
     Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you. 
     Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
…Let us declare the mystery of faith: 

 Christ has died. 
 Christ has risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
      SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP 
 PRAYER AFTER SUPPER            
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 147                    The First Nowell       THE FIRST NOWELL 
   

 BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
JANUARY 6, 2019 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

We are grateful for Dr. Carl Utley who is leading us in worship today. Carl is Peaks Presbytery Transitional General 
Presbyter.  
 

We are grateful for Kendra Crabtree who is our liturgist today and to Jay Crone who is our musician today while 
Steve Lawrence is away. Thank you to each of you for all of the gifts you bring to worship. 
 

Creation Care Thought: Kit Kennedy, co-director of National Resources Defense Council’s Energy and Trans-
portation program insists there is reason for hope toward a clean energy pathway.  Energy efficiency is on track, 
he reports, to save consumers 1$ trillion by 2030. America’s solar energy capacity in 2016 was 4,500 percent 
higher than experts predicted ten years earlier.  We’re also building some of the best electric and hybrid cars in 
the world. “If we aggressively pursue these pathways, a climate-safe future is within our reach,” says Kennedy.  --
NRDC, winter 2018 
 

Church Family Fun Night- Jan. 12, at 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited to enjoy 
Game Night! Please bring a dish to share. You can bring a favorite game to share but games will be provided. We 
hope to see you there! 
 

BPC’s Annual Meeting will be held during worship on January 27, 2019.   

 
YOU ARE INVITED! 

 

PW Annual Meeting  
 

January 6, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. 
 

Brief Business Meeting 
 

Refreshments 
 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Dave Smith      
Elder of the Week:   Today: Nancy Artis Mon-Sunday: Jama Hayes 
Prayer Room: Today: Jama Hayes/Nancy Furr 
  Next Sunday: Sara Hunter/Diane Wilson 
Ushers:    Dave and Linda Smith, Darrell Bosch, Jaya Eriksen 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Jan. 6  Sunday School begins today at 9:00 a.m. 
    Transition Team Q & A at 9:00 a.m. - HCR 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Rev. Carl Utley 
    Called Session Meeting at 11:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Presbyterian Women Annual Gathering at 2:30 p.m. - FH 
 Jan. 8  Morningstar Bible Study meets at 7:30 a.m. - HCR 
 Jan. 9  Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Linda Pospichal’s home,110 Countryside Court 
 Jan. 12 Church Family Fun Night at 4:00 p.m. at BPC 
 Jan. 13 Sunday school at 9:00 a.m. 
    Art Forum with Jennifer Carpenter following worship- WM 
    Youth Group kicks off 2019 – 5:30-7:30 p.m. at BPC 
   
 
 
  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES    

  Jan. 20 Arts meeting at 11:30 a.m. – WM 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 Jan. 21 Church Office is closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 Jan. 22 Malawi meets at 12:00 p.m. - HCR 
 Jan. 27 Annual Called Congregational Meeting  
 Jan. 28 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
    PWCT meets at 3:00 p.m. – WM 
    Enneagram Class begins tonight at 7:00 p.m. – WM 
 Jan. 29 BPC –Feed the Flock - UKirk 
 Feb. 2-9 BPC Hosting To Our House  
 Feb. 10 21st UKirk Chili Cook-off at Northside Presbyterian, 5:30 p.m. 
 Feb. 13 Faith Circle meets at Angela Anderson’s home, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
 Feb. 22-23 PW Winterlude Retreat at Camp Alta Mons 
 March 6 Ash Wednesday 
 Mar. 10 Daylight Saving Time begins at 2:00 a.m.– Spring forward 1 hour  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services. Flowers are often are given 
in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give everyone a chance to participate, all 
Sundays, except those dates with an “X” during Lent and Advent, are available to be reserved on a first requested basis.  If you 
would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2019, please complete this form and put it in the 
offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

    3      2            X 

  10  X  X  5      4  8  6    X 

    X  X        11  15  13    X 

  24  X  21      21          X 

    X    26  30    25  29  27    29 
  
Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: ___________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 
  

Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________  

  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     

  

Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 

(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  

 

 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 

 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   

_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The	cost	for	two	arrangements	will	continue	to	be	$50	for	2019,	
Payments	will	be	made	to	“BPC”.	

Special	flower	are	requests	may	increase	the	cost‐	
you	will	need	to	contact	Gates	Flower	Shop	directly	for	these	arrangements.	

	
	
	
	
	
	



All Women Winterlude Retreat 2019 

February 22‐23 at Camp Alta Mons 
Shawsville, VA (40‐minute drive) 

Register by February 3rd with a $30 deposit. 
 

LOVING JUSTICE 
Presented by Pam Snyder 

Missions are Pam’s passion! She served as Vice Moderator for Mission Relationships 
for Presbyterian Women Church wide 2012 through 2015 and Mission Partners Chair 
for the PW Church wide Gathering in 2018. She led a work trip to NY to repair homes 
after Super Storm Sandy and has participated in mission trips abroad and in the USA. 
She also participated in a Women of the Reformation study trip and currently serves as 
a delegate to the UN Commission on the Status of Women. 
 

Join us and bring a friend! 

Ways to Participate 
Option 1: Entire retreat (overnight and all meals) 
Option 2: Saturday only (9am - 5pm, with lunch and dinner) 

 Costs:  
 $130 overnight private room, program and 2 Saturday meals. 
 $90 overnight shared (double) room, program and 2 Saturday meals. 
 $45 Saturday only, program and 2 meals. 

 
Note: Dinner on Friday will be provided by participants (sign-up), and breakfast on Saturday will be BYO. Finan-
cial assistance available.  

Questions? 
Winnie Drummond 434-826-9639 winnie.drummond@gmail.com 

 

Register online or fill out the information below.  
All payments and forms can be turned in to the church office 

(checks made out to BPC-PW) 
 
 

Name: _______________________________ Phone: _________________  
Email: _______________________ 
 

I plan to attend: Fri. and Sat. _____ Sat. Only _____  Private Room: _____ Shared Room: ______  
Requested Roommate __________________________   Need a roommate?______ 
 

Vegetarian, gluten-free or vegan meals? (Please circle all that apply) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please complete this form and place in the Offering Plate 
 Or you can sign up at this link on our website: http://www.blacksburgpres.org/toourhouse 

 
 
 
 
 

 save the date: 
   February 2nd – February 9th 

SHELTERING HOMELESS MEN and WOMEN 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 

Please check off any volunteer opportunity you might consider. Our key    
coordinator will contact you to talk in more detail. 

Name             
 

Email             
 

Phone             
 
             Provide snacks, breakfast, and lunch items 
 
  Evening: Volunteer at Intake Site - 5:30 PM and drive guests from  
  Intake to church - 5:40 PM  
 
  Evening: “In-Charge” 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
 
  Evening: Drive guests to shower at Community Center  
 
  Overnight: Stay overnight (you can sleep), 9:00 PM - 6:30 AM  
 
  Morning: Drive guests, church to Intake, van provided, 6:30 AM  
 (usually the same volunteer as overnight person) 
 
  Weekly: Launder all linens 
 
  One Time Delivery: Cots and materials to next Host Site 
 
  One Time Set Up: Set up cots and materials for BPC 
 
  Volunteer: Nurse, doctor, mending, attorney, hairdresser, other services 
 

 
BPC WILL HOST TO OUR HOUSE February 2nd – February 9th  



Adult Education Opportunities 
 

Christianity: Back to Basics 
January 13 – March 10 
Hatcher Conference Room 
Led by Jonathan Anderson 
 

Christians young and old must be familiar with a certain body of basic knowledge forming a shared basis of com-
munal faith, and enabling us to say together, “Jesus is Lord!” While the better knowledge does not necessarily 
make us the better Christian, we invest in a basic shared understanding of facts, interpretations, doctrines, lan-
guage, and practices that enable us to be a stronger faithful community. This class at Blacksburg Presbyterian 
Church seeks to provide a refresher course in some of this basic knowledge, to review what we know, to pass this 
knowledge on to new partners in faith as they join our community, and to reflect on what remains important and 
what continues to challenge us in the Christian message.  
 

This class will be run as a round table discussion, with a leader providing some important ideas and source mate-
rials, and encouraging an open interaction with participants. All materials will be provided. 
 

Enneagram Workshop  
7pm on Mondays in Westminster Library 
Begins January 28th. Will meet for 6 weeks.  
The Road Back to You: An Enneagram Journey to Self-Discovery  
By Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile 
 

The Enneagram is an ancient tool used to help you connect to yourself, others, and God more fully. It’s a process 
of discovery that takes you on a journey toward self-awareness. Join Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communica-
tions and Church Life, this fall as we scratch the surface on this system of discovery.  
 

Email kendra@blacksburgpres.org by January 20th to participate.  
 
 
January 13 & 20, University Ministry Card Table in the Gathering Space 
Tell our college students hello while they are away from home. There will be a table with the student’s infor-
mation and a card for you to leave a note. The University Ministry team will be sending them out throughout the 
year to let our college kids know we are thinking of them about praying for them. 
 
 

 


