
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2018 
 

 
THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“Wise men don’t need advice. Fools won’t take it.”     ~ Benjamin Franklin 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to 

take part, write a one-sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 

 
PRELUDE In dulci jublio PAUL MANZ 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP    Jama Hayes 
 

Praise the Lord! Praise God in the heavens. 
 Praise the Lord from the earth! 
Young and old alike,  
 men and women together. Praise the Lord! 
 

 HYMN No. 132 Good Christians Friends, Rejoice IN DULCI JUBILO 
 

 PRAYER OF APPROACH 
O God, into a realm of clerics and kings you sent your child to teach the wise and show the world 
what power there is in love. Keep us vigilant to hear the voices of those who speak your truth. In 
the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

 
 
 
 



LITANY OF CONFESSION AND VOWS OF RELEASE   
 Elder: In March of 2010, Blacksburg Presbyterian Church called Catherine Taylor to serve as Senior Pastor.  
   She began her work in May.  
  
 Catherine:     On this last day of my ministry in this place, I thank Blacksburg Presbyterian Church, its  
    members and friends, for the love, kindness, and support you have shown my family and me for  
    almost nine years. I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. I am grateful for the ways my  
    leadership has been accepted. As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here.  
 

 We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness to you, and accept that you now embrace the calling 
 of retirement. We express our gratitude for your time among us. We ask your forgiveness for our 
 mistakes. Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will always be with us.  
 
Catherine: I forgive you and accept your gratitude, trusting that our time together and our parting are  
   pleasing to God.  
 

Elder:  Do you, the members and friends of this church release Catherine from the duties of Pastor? 
 
 We do, with the help of God. 
 
Elder:  Do you offer your encouragement for her as she searches for new ways to fulfill her calling in  
  retirement? 
 
 We do, with the help of God. 
 
Elder:  Do you, Catherine Elizabeth Taylor, release this church from turning to you and depending on you as  
  their pastor? 
 
Catherine: I do, with the help of God. 
 
Elder: Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here? 
 
Catherine: I do. 
  
 God, whose everlasting love for us is evident and true, help each of us trust the future that rests in 
 your care. The time we have been together in your name has seen our laughter and tears, our hopes 
 and disappointments, and our striving to follow you. Guide us as we hold these cherished memories, 
 even as we move in new directions, until that time to come when we are completely one with you and 
 with each other. We pray for one another and for your church in the name of our brother and our 
 Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 
GRATEFUL RESPONSE              IRBY 

  
Love’s example, hope’s attraction,  
Faith’s beginning and its end, 
Pioneer of our salvation,  
Mighty advocate and friend: 
Jesus, high in glory raised, 
Our ascended Lord, be praised! 

And our eyes at last shall see him,  
Through his own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear  
and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children  
on to the place where he is gone. 

 
 



PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
   
SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 148; 2:41-52 
 
ANTHEM I Wonder As I Wander arr. John Jacob Niles 
  Kendra Crabtree, mezzo-saprano 
 

1.I wonder as I wander out under the sky,  
How Jesus, the Saviour, did come for to die.  
For poor, ornery people like you and like I  
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.  
 

2.When Mary birthed Jesus, 'twas in a cows' stall,  
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.  
But high from God's heaven a star's light did fall,  
And the promise of ages it did then recall.  
 

3.If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing:  
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing;  
Or all of God's angels in heaven to sing,  
He surely could have had it, 'cause  
He was the King!  

4.I wonder as I wander out under the sky,  
How Jesus, the Saviour, did come for to die.  
For poor, ornery people like you and like I  
I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 
 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Colossians 3:12-17  
 
SERMON “Gratitude in My Heart”             Dr. Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
 HYMN No. 110 Love Has Come BRING A TORCH 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
 
OFFERTORY Carol of the Light DAVID BARTON 

In a world which seems so dark; In a world which seems so lost: 
May the light of Christ this Christmas, be a beacon, be a light. 
May the light of Christ be a beacon, may the beacon light your way, 
May the light send you forth, may it journey at your side, 
May the love of the Christ-child be your guide.  In the cold of the night, 
in the warmth of the day, in the stillness of a new-born child; 
When we can’t comprehend, why our wars never end: 
May the peace of Christ enfold you this year. 



 
May the love of Christ flow among you, may it hold the weak and strong; 
May that love never cease, may it offer signs of peace; 
May the love of the Christ-child hold you strong.  In the cold of the night, 
in the warmth of the day, in the stillness of a new-born child; 
When we can’t comprehend why our wars never end: 
May the peace of Christ enfold you this year. 

 

DOXOLOGY   BRING A TORCH 

  Sing to God, the Creator, the Maker,     text by C. Taylor 
  Sing to Jesus, our brother, our friend. 
  Sing your praise for the life-giving Spirit, 
  Love multiplied yet undivided. 
  Ah, ah, sing of the Holy Mystery!     
  Ah, ah, sing of the Trinity! 
   

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE In dulci jubilo, BWV 729 J. S. BACH 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

December 30, 2018 
 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 
We are grateful for Jama Hayes who is our liturgist today.  
 
THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS IN WORSHIP TODAY are given to the glory of God and in gratitude 
for Catherine Taylor’s ministry by her clergy sisters of the Preaching Roundtable. A donation has been made 
in Catherine’s honor to the Habitat project on Church Street. 
 

 
Creation Care thought: Look deep into nature and then you will understand everything is better. 

- Albert Einstein 
 



Sunday, Jan. 6 at 9:00 a.m. the Transition Team will have a Q & A Session at 9:00 a.m. in Hatcher Conference 
Room. All are invited.  
 

BPC’s Fall Art Exhibit. If you think of colored pencils as a medium for children, plan to be amazed at what Jennifer 
Carpenter can do with them! See her exhibit in Westminster Library and know that you are looking at award-
winning work which has been featured in a variety of art magazines and books. Jennifer lives in Christiansburg and will 
have an Art Forum on January 13. 

 
YOU ARE INVITED! 

 

PW Annual Meeting  
 

January 6, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. 
 

Brief Business Meeting 
 

Refreshments 
 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Dale Wolf     January 2019: Dave Smith 
Elder of the Week:   Today: Karen Watson Mon-Sunday: Nancy Artis 
Prayer Room:  Today: Nancy Artis/Robert Dean  
   Next Sunday: Deb Call/Nancy Furr 
Ushers:                   Greg and Anne Campbell, Brent Opell, Lois Price 
 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Dec. 31 Church Office Closed 
  
 January 1, 2019   Happy New Year! – Church Office Closed 
  
 Jan. 6  Sunday School resumes- 9:00 a.m. 
    Q & A with Transition Team at 9:00 a.m. – HCR   All are invited! 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Dr. Carl Utley guest preacher 
    Called Session Meeting at 11:30 a.m. - HCR 
    Presbyterian Women Annual Meeting at 2:30 p.m. – FH 
    No Youth Group tonight 

 
 
 
 



 UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  
 Jan. 7  Lydia Circle meets at BPC at 1:30 p.m.- FH 
 Jan. 9  Faith Circle meets at Linda Pospichal’s home – 7:30 p.m. 
 Jan.12 BPC Family Fun Night – 4:00 p.m. 
 Jan. 13 Art Forum with Jennifer Carpenter following worship-WM 
    Youth Group meets from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at BPC for Dinner & Discussion 
 Jan. 20 Arts Meeting at 11:30 a.m.- WM 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. 
 Jan. 21 Church Office closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 Jan. 22 Malawi meets at 12:00 p.m. - HCR 
 Jan. 27 BPC’s Annual Congregational Meeting  
 Jan. 28 KnitWits meets at 1:00 p.m. –WM 
    PWCT meets at 3:00 p.m. – WM 
    Enneagram Class meets at 7:00 p.m. - WM 
    Faith Circle meets at 7:00 p.m. at Julie Burger’s home, 911 Draper Rd. 
 

 Feb. 2-Feb. 9 BPC Hosting To Our House 
 Feb. 22 & 23 PW Winterlude Retreat at Camp Alta Mons 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504  Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please complete this form and place in the Offering Plate 
 Or you can sign up at this link on our website: http://www.blacksburgpres.org/toourhouse 

 
 
 
 
 

 save the date: 
   February 2 – February 9   

SHELTERING HOMELESS MEN and WOMEN 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 

Please check off any volunteer opportunity you might consider. Our key    
coordinator will contact you to talk in more detail. 

Name             
 

Email             
 

Phone             
 
             Provide snacks, breakfast, and lunch items 
 
  Evening: Volunteer at Intake Site - 5:30 PM and drive guests from Intake to church - 5:40 PM  
 
  Evening: “In-Charge” 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
 
  Evening: Drive guests to shower at Community Center  
 
  Overnight: Stay overnight (you can sleep), 9:00 PM - 6:30 AM  
 
  Morning: Drive guests, church to Intake, van provided, 6:30 AM    

(usually the same volunteer as overnight person) 
 
  Weekly: Launder all linens 
 
  One Time Delivery: Cots and materials to next Host Site 
 
  One Time Set Up: Set up cots and materials for BPC 
 
  Volunteer: Nurse, doctor, mending, attorney, hairdresser, other services 
 

 
BPC WILL HOST TO OUR HOUSE Feb. 2 – Feb. 9  

 



2019 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services. Flowers are often are given 
in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give everyone a chance to participate, all 
Sundays, except those dates with an “X” during Lent and Advent, are available to be reserved on a first requested basis.  If you 
would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2019, please complete this form and put it in the 
offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

  3  3      2      1      X 

6  10  X  X  5  9    4  8  6    X 

    X  X    16 
 

  11  15  13    X 

  24  X  21  19    21          X 

27    X    26  30    25  29  27  24  29 
  
Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: ___________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 
  

Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________  

  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     

  

Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 

(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  

 

 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 

 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   

_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The	cost	for	two	arrangements	will	continue	to	be	$50	for	2019,	
Payments	will	be	made	to	“BPC”.	

Special	flower	are	requests	may	increase	the	cost‐	
you	will	need	to	contact	Gates	Flower	Shop	directly	for	these	arrangements. 


