
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joy   
Luke 1:54-55 

 
BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“Joy is the infallible sign of the presence of God.”     --Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1955) 

 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to 

take part, write a one-sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 
 



INTROIT Come, Come Emmanuel BAILEY/MAYO 
 Joyful Noise 
 Speakers: Lexi Rascher, Ella Lawrence, Reed Lawrence 
 

Come, come Messiah, come. 
Come, Emmanuel. 
Come, come O Promised One. 
Come, Emmanuel. 

 

Prophets of old have told of your coming; 
Long we have waited, long we have prayed. 
Kingdoms and kings  
will bow down before you. 
Come, Emmanuel. 

 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING    The Call Family 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; 
 again I will say, Rejoice.” 
The world says, “Worry,” 
 And we say, “Rejoice.” 
The news says, “Fear,” 
 And we say, “Rejoice.” 
The world says, “Be happy,” 
 And the church says, “Be faithful.” 
        (The candle is lit.) 
As we light the third Advent candle, 
 We pray for hope, peace, and joy. 
Come now, O Child of Mary. 
 Come now, O Prince of Joy. 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
Merciful God, you come into our midst longing for communion with us, becoming one of us. 
Break our resistance to life with you, show us the path toward just relations, and bring us into 
your unimaginable peace; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 HYMN No. 106       Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 

   
CALL TO CONFESSION  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
In your presence, Holy God, we confess that we have broken your commands against idolatry. 
We do not live in peace with your creation or your people. We have not trusted your word, and 
we are afraid. Forgive us, restore us, and turn our shame into praise, for the sake of the One who 
proclaims the good news and for the sake of all the world.  … (A time of silent confession follows.)   
In your mercy, Lord. Hear our prayer. 

 
PRAYERFUL RESPONSE No. 92       While We Are Waiting, Come WAITING 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 In the name of the one God who lives and moves among 
 us, you are forgiven. 
  The Lord has taken away the judgments against us. 
 Do not worry. Live in peace. 
  Thanks be to God! 
   
 
 
 



GRATEFUL RESPONSE      VENI EMMANUEL 
   Text by C. Taylor 
  O come, O come thou Love that knows no bounds  
  And act in us devotion to propound;  
  Fill us and let our hearts overflow 
  ‘Til we profess your love where ‘ere we go. 
  Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Robert Dean 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS     Zephaniah 3:14-20; Luke 3:15-18   
 

  Philippians 4:4-7 
 

 
SERMON “Rejoice?”             Dr. Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 87 Comfort, Comfort Now My People GENEVAN 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation
  
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
OFFERTORY Away in a Manger arr. JEFF REEVES 

 Joyful Noise; Charlie Wyatt, cello 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky  
look down where he lay 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.  

 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus!  
Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven,  to live with Thee there. 

 



DOXOLOGY  VENI EMMANUEL 

 O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
       Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
    

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 102 Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
 

BENEDICTION  
 Today’s benediction will be the Opening Prayer 
  for the Congregational meeting on Catherine’s retirement.  
 
 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

POSTLUDE Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599 J. S. BACH 
 
  
  

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
DECEMBER 16, 2018 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

When a pastor leaves or retires, a congregational meeting must be held to formally dissolve the pastoral relation-
ship. We will have a congregation meeting after worship today, Dec. 16th to vote on the motion to dissolve 
BPC’s relationship with the Reverend Dr. Catherine Taylor as of December 31, 2018.  All are invited to a recep-
tion for Catherine and Robert following the meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Today is BPC’s Cents-Ability Collection: “Where will we find you, Christ, who is coming? Where will we wel-
come you? Where will you be? Will you be feasting with friends at a banquet, or will you hunger alone in the 
street? Where will we find you? Where will we welcome you? ...And Jesus says: ‘Whoever welcomes you wel-
comes me, and wherever you will go I will be, and whatever you look like, I will look like, too.’ “I will come, Je-
sus says, when “you discover I am in you.” 
 

The words of this song by Larry E. Schultz tell us that the face of the hungry person may be Jesus’ face. And that 
Jesus’ face, and Jesus’ birth, is also in ourselves, as we act to bring justice for hungry people.  (“Whoever Wel-
comes You, Welcomes Me” by Lary E. Schultz) 
 

Please place your donations to Cents-Ability in the small manila envelopes in the pews in the Offering plate or 
write “Cents-Ability” on memo line of your check. 
 
Creation Care Thought: Here on Earth too God lives, not in heaven alone. A striking fir, a rich furrow, in them 
you will find God’s likeness...Wherever the breath of life flows, you will find God embodied. –Saul Tchernikov-
sky (19th century) 
 
BPC’s Fall Art Exhibit. If you think of colored pencils as a medium for children, plan to be amazed at what Jennifer 
Carpenter can do with them! See her exhibit in Westminster Library and know that you are looking at award-
winning work which has been featured in a variety of art magazines and books. Jennifer lives in Christiansburg and will 
have an Art Forum on January 13. 
 
 

 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Dale Wolf     
 
Elder of the Week:   Today: Deb Call  Mon-Sunday: Jen Stewart 
Prayer Room: Today: Jen Stewart/Jeananne Dixon-Bame 
  Next Sunday: Karen Watson/Nancy Furr  
Ushers:    Jim Echols, Elise Bailey, Sara Hunter, Jackson Lawrence,  
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Dec. 16 Third Sunday of Advent  
    Hymns and Carols of Advent- 9:00 a.m. Sunday school class in choir loft 
    Alternative Gift Fair today (before and after worship) 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Congregational Meeting following worship 
    Cents-Ability Collection at BPC 
    Reception for Catherine Taylor following worship- FH 
    Chili and Caroling at 5:00 p.m.- meet in FH 
 Dec. 18 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
   Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
   Prayer Meeting at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room - All are welcome! 
 Dec. 19 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. 
   Hand Bell Rehearsal at 6:00 p.m.  
   Choir Rehearsal at 7:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 20 Staff meets at 11:00 a.m. 
 Dec.  23 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
    No Sunday school or Youth Group today 
    Chimes Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.- FH 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 
    

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES    

 Dec. 24 Office Closes at Noon today 
    Family Service at 4:30 p.m. 
    Candlelight Communion Service at 7:30 p.m. –Prelude starts at 7:15 p.m. 
  

 Dec. 25 & Dec. 26    Church Office Closed  
  

 Dec. 30 No Sunday School or Youth Group 
  

 Dec. 31 & Jan. 1, 2019  Church Office Closed 
 

 Jan. 6  Called Session Meeting at 11:30 a.m. – HCR 
 Jan. 9  Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Linda Pospichal’s home,110 Countryside Court 
 Jan. 12 Church Family Fun Night at 4:00 p.m. at BPC 
 Jan. 13 Art Forum with Jennifer Carpenter following worship- WM 
    Youth Group kicks off 2019 – 5:30-7:30 p.m. at BPC 
 Feb. 2-9 BPC Hosting To Our House - watch for sign-up sheets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2019 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services. Flowers are often are given 
in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give everyone a chance to participate, all 
Sundays, except those dates with an “X” during Lent and Advent, are available to be reserved on a first requested basis.  If you 
would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2019, please complete this form and put it in the 
offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

  3  3      2      1      X 

6  10  X  X  5  9    4  8  6    X 

    X  X    16 
 

14  11  15  13    X 

  24  X  21  19    21  18 
 

      X 

27    X    26  30    25  29  27  24  29 
  
Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: ___________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 
  

Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________  

  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     

  

Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 

(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  

 

 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 

 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   

_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The	cost	for	two	arrangements	will	continue	to	be	$50	for	2019,	
Payments	will	be	made	to	“BPC”.	

Special	flower	are	requests	may	increase	the	cost‐	
you	will	need	to	contact	Gates	Flower	Shop	directly	for	these	arrangements.	

	
	
	
	
	



 
 

	

BPC’s Advents Schedule 
 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent, Dec. 16.  

 

Hymns and Carols of Advent-  

Sunday, Dec. 16 at 9:00 a.m. in the Choir Room 

Led by C.W. Markham and Steve Lawrence.  Join us for a look at the history of Advent  
and the hymns and carols that proclaim the season.  Learn how the hymns and carols came into  

common usage and enjoy singing them. 
 

Dec. 16. Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Caroling – December 16, 2018 - 5:00 p.m. 

Meet at the church, eat chili together, and split up into groups to go caroling. 
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent, Dec. 23, 

 

Chimes Breakfast – December 23, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. – 

Fellowship Hall 

Men of the Reformed Church (MORC) will prepare breakfast.  
Come join us to eat together and sing carols. Donations will gladly be accepted! 

 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 
 

Christmas Eve Services, Dec. 24 

 

 

Family Christmas Eve Service at 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service  

at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Church Office will be closed Dec. 25 & Dec. 26 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Up-Coming Advent Activities at BPC: 
 

Alternative Gift Fair 
December 16th, 9:00 a.m. and 11:40 a.m. 
The funds from the items sold at the Alternative Gift Fair will go   to support 
global mission partners and local organizations. 
The Presbyterian Women will have cards available to support a   variety of local 
and global organizations. Homemade items from  the Quilters and KnitWits will 
also be available.  
 

The Baby Shop Tree 
December 2-30 

The Baby Shop Tree helps us stock up on items we are in need of to meet the needs of our  clients. Please 
take a tag (or two or three). Once you have purchased the items, bring your tag and items back and place 
them under the tree in the Gathering Space at BPC. They do NOT need to be wrapped.  
 

The Baby Shop is located in Christiansburg and is a ministry of St. Paul United Methodist Church of Chris-
tiansburg and Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. The Shop serves families in Montgomery County and Rad-
ford City who have at least one child and qualify for certain    social services. We are a donations-based 
project run by community volunteers.  

 
Woodchucks Food Baskets 

Collecting Donations November 15 – December 16 
During the cold winter months, supporters of the BPC Firewood Ministry, Woodchucks, are busy 
delivering firewood to those who can pay and to those who cannot. During this season, we would 
like to provide some additional warmth and cheer to the neediest of our recipients in the form of 
food, and you are invited to participate in this ministry to our community. Collection bins have been 
placed around the church for your donations. This is an opportunity for everyone who can and can-
not run a chainsaw to show the love of Christ.  

 

Suggested items: 
- Boxed dinners such as mac-and-cheese 
- Canned fruits and vegetables 
- Canned meat such as tuna 
- Dry pasta 
- Spaghetti sauce 
- Cereal 
- Pop tarts 
- Powdered milk in individual packets 
- Dried beans 

 
 
 
 
 



2018 Advent Alternative Gifts 
This year, on December	16th, you will have the opportunity to participate in BPC’s Alternative 

Gift Fair. Presbyterian Women will offer alternative gift giving options. Cards for mailing will 
come with all donations. The list below offers a brief description of each of the organizations you 

will have the chance to support through donating in someone’s memory or honor.  
You will also have the opportunity to purchase items made and donated by the  

KnitWits and Quilters. All proceeds from those sales will go to the Women’s Resource Center of 
the New River Valley. 

	
	
Women’s	Resource	Center’s	mission is to implement individual and social change for a vio-
lence-free community in the New River Valley region of  
Virginia, by providing programs and services to adults and children who have    experienced 
sexual or domestic violence, and by providing education, training, and prevention program-
ming to the public and to allied professionals.	
	

From its inception, providing board members, volunteers, funding, and much needed every-
day items necessary for the care of the children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The KnitWits have made shawls, cowls, headbands and fingerless gloves, and the Quilters 
have made aprons, coasters, zipper and snap pouches, pillows and fabric stars to decorate 

your home for the holidays. Prices will range from $3 to $40. 



2018 Advent Alternative Gifts	
Bread	for	the	World is a nonpartisan non-profit Christian voice urging our nation’s decision-

makers to end hunger at home and abroad. One (1) in five (5) American children live 
in a family that struggles to put food on the table.  Studies have shown that, in devel-
oping countries, malnutrition can cause stunting and other problems in the bodies and 
brains of children. The risks are the same for children in the U.S. 

 
CEDEPCA	(Protestant	Center	for	Pastoral	Studies	in	Central	America) is a non-
profit 501(c)3 organization headquartered in Guatemala.  Its ministries are far-reach-
ing, including working to eliminate violence against women and children and      edu-

cating community leaders about how to deal with natural disasters.  CEDEPCA contributions this 
year will be used to purchase water filters in Guatemala.  Ninety-seven percent (97%) of rivers, 
lakes, and streams are contaminated with bacteria of fecal origin.  Over half of the population 
does not have access to clean water. One (1) of every five (5) children does not reach the age of 
five (5) because of an intestinal infection. 

	
ECPAT‐USA	(End	Child	Prostitution	and	Trafficking) is a non-profit 501(c)3 organiza-
tion that is part of the only global network dedicated to protecting children from all forms 
of commercial sexual exploitation. Tens of millions of vulnerable children, women, and 
men worldwide are captured, sold, and held against their will for forced labor,  including 

sexual service and fighting wars. 
	
Tassa	Tags, which are ECPAT International luggage tags (or may be used on 
any kind of bag) are made at The Regina Center in Nongkhai, Thailand. They 
are a fair-trade product and directly support the women there at risk for sex trafficking, keeping 
them employed, able to support their families and send their children to school.  PW will   offer a 
free Tassa Tag to anyone donating $12 or more.  
 

Malawi is a BPC partnership and ministry with involvement in particular at the Mu-
lanje Mission. Funding provides aid to the hospital, primarily for medicines; which 
are in short supply;     aid to the Public Health Program; and aid to the Food Security 
Program. Donations also provide medical scholarships at the  Mulanje College of 

Nursing and further medical training for employees at the hospital, as well as scholarships for 
students at Mulanje Secondary School where education is not free. 
 
 
 
 

Micah’s	Backpack is a non-profit 501(c)3 faith community initiative that 
provides direct food assistance for children in low income families.  Every Friday 

during the school year, identified students receive a backpack filled with two breakfasts, two 
dinners, snacks, juice, milk boxes, and an educational piece. Friday mornings volunteers 
deliver the bags and the partner schools distribute them to the students. Currently, a number 
of children in Blacksburg schools receive a gift of healthy food during the academic year and 
during the summer break.  In addition to Micah’s Backpack and Micah’s Mobile Backpack, the 
program incorporates Micah’s Soup for Seniors and Micah’s Closet. 



	
To	Our	House is a non-profit 501(c)3 group of interested citizens, faith communities, 
and social service professionals who have joined to provide temporary shelter for sin-
gle, homeless men (and now women) in the New River Valley from November through 

March. Local faith communities host the shelter, providing meals and fellowship, through 
many volunteers. Blacksburg Presbyterian Church is a host church. Participants have stated 
that they have the feeling of being a part of a family and have even called it a life-saving expe-
rience. 
 
	

UKirk	Campus	Ministry	at	Virginia	Tech	(Cooper	House) partners with the Pres-
bytery of the Peaks and four area churches, one of which is Blacksburg Presbyterian 
Church.  Students gather for dinner, fellowship, worship, discussion, and for plan-

ning participation in mission activities locally and globally.  Pastoral care is offered following 
its mission “to nurture the faith development and discipleship of the students, respond to hu-
man needs regardless of ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation, and promote peace and jus-
tice as Christ teaches us.” 
 
 

VICCC	(Valley	Interfaith	Child	Care	Center,	Inc.) is a 501(c)3 organization that 
serves children of low-income families. With special support from New River Val-
ley faith communities, VICCC’s goal is to create high-quality, affordable, educa-
tional, and nurturing care for young children (ages 0-5) of low-income working 

families in the New River Valley. BPC has been supportive of this endeavor from its inception, 
providing board members, volunteers, funding, and much needed everyday items necessary 
for the care of children.  

 

 
 


