
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 21, 2018 
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our Mission 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 

 
 

Ministers - All Members 
Pastor - Catherine Taylor 

Director of Music, Organist – Steve Lawrence 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 

Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 
Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 

Custodian - Viola Howery 
Acting Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Rev. Kathy Carpenter 

Mission Co-worker in Guatemala  
Mission Co-workers in Bangladesh – (Our Mission Partners names cannot be listed in the bulletin as they are working in an 

area with terrorism and we do not want to risk their safety.) 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Ruth Shakespeare 

 
 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 
 



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2018 

 
THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
 “Either everything we do is an offering to God, or nothing. We may not pick and choose.” 
  – Iona Abby Worship Book 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to 

take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE Amhrán na Leabhar (Song of the Books) arr. Ilse de Ziah 
 Ben Wyatt, cello 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    C. W. Markham 
 We watch this morning for the light the darkness has not overcome, 
  For the fire that was in the beginning. 
 We watch for the glow of life that gleams in the growing earth, 
  And gleams in sea and sky. 
 In eyes and soul of every living creature, 
  We watch for your light, O God. 
 Grant us the grace of seeing this day. 
  Grant us the grace of seeing. 
 

 HYMN No. 37         Let All Things Now Living   ASH GROVE 
 

PRAYER OF AWARENESS      
We give you thanks and praise, O God, that you have called us to this place to hear the promise of 
your holy word, to be immersed in the font of your grace, and to drink the cup of your blessing. 
Draw us deeper into your presence and teach us to seek you in all that has life. Teach us to search 
for you in our own depths that we may find you in every living soul.     
   
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Merciful and gentle God, we enjoy the beauty of creation and the blessings of your grace yet 
rarely stop in awe or deep thanksgiving. We recognize the needs of neighbors who don’t frighten 
or confuse us, but avoid more challenging acts of care. Forgive our blindness. Guide us to be true 
followers of our brother and friend, Jesus Christ. … (A time of silent confession follows.)   In your 
mercy, Lord. Hear our prayer. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 Friends, repeat the promise of the Lord: 
  “When you call me, I will answer. 
  I will rescue you from danger and show you my salvation.” 
 Believe this good news: 
  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 



 
GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 726 v.5  KELVINGROVE 

  Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
  Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
  In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
  Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 1:26-31 
 
ANTHEM The King of Love My Shepherd Is Ancient Irish Melody 
 Brian Thorset, tenor arr. DAN FORREST 
 

    The King of love my shepherd is,    Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
    Whose goodness faileth never;    But yet in love He sought me, 
    I nothing lack if I am His     And on His shoulder gently laid, 
    And He is mine forever.     And home, rejoicing brought me. 
 

    Where streams of living water flow,    And so through all the length of days 
    My ransomed soul He leadeth,    Thy goodness faileth never; 
    And where the verdant pastures grow,   Good Shepherd may I sing Thy praise 
    With food celestial feedeth.     Within Thy house forever. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 6:27-36  
 
SERMON “Made in the Image of the Divine”             Rev. John Philip Newell 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 692 Spirit, Open My Heart WILD MOUNTAIN THYME 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation
  
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

OFFERTORY Be Thou My Vision Trad. Irish Hymn 
 Ben Wyatt, cello arr. DAN FORREST 
  

    Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart,            Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, 
    Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art,          Thou mine Inheritance, now and always, 
    Thou my best thought, by day or by night,            Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
    Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.           High King of Heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 
    Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word,           High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
    I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;            May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun, 
    Thou my great Father, I Thy true son,            Heart of my own heart, whate’er befall, 
    Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.           Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
DOXOLOGY   OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 
 PRAYER OF DEDICATION    

 
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
HYMN No. 373 O Day of Peace JERUSALEM 

 
BENEDICTION  

 
BENEDICTION RESPONSE A Gaelic Blessing JOHN RUTTER 

 Brian Thorsett, tenor 
 

    Deep peace of the running wave to you, 
    Deep peace of the flowing air to you, 
    Deep peace of the quiet earth to you, 
    Deep peace of the shining stars to you, 
    Deep peace of the gentle night to you, 
    Moon and stars pour their healing light on you, 
    Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you, 
    Deep peace of Christ to you. 

 
POSTLUDE Toccata in Seven  JOHN RUTTER 

 
 
 
 
    

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



ANOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
OCTOBER 20, 2018 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

We are grateful for C.W. Markham who is our liturgist today and all the gifts he brings to worship. 
 
The Celebration Flowers in worship today are sponsored by Julie Burger and Ben Corl in honor of Helen 
Corl’s 8th Birthday! 
 
 

Today is our Cents-Ability Collection. Looking for a way to kick-start your contributions to Cents-Ability? 
Here are a few challenges for you, challenges which encourage you to celebrate your own blessings: 1. Tithe 
on what you spend on groceries per month and give that amount to Cents-Ability. 2. Go vegetarian or buy 

more thriftily for a week and donate the money saved to Cents-Ability. Please place your donations in the small manila 
envelopes located in the pews. 
 

Creation Care Thought: Just as God speaks to us through the words of scripture, so God speaks to us through the 
elements of creation. The cosmos is like a living sacred text that we can learn to read and interpret. Just as we 
prayerfully ponder the words of the Bible in Christian practice, and as other traditions study their sacred texts, so 
we are invited to listen to the life of creation as an ongoing, living utterance of God.  --J. Philip Newell, CHRIST 
OF THE CELTS 
 

BPC’s Fall Art Exhibit. If you think of colored pencils as a medium for children, plan to be amazed at what Jennifer 
Carpenter can do with them! See her exhibit in Westminster Library and know that you are looking at award win-
ning work which has been featured in a variety of art magazines and books. Jennifer lives in Christiansburg and will 
have an Art Forum on January 13. 
 
Box tops for Education. We just sent an envelope of the “Box Tops for Education” to the Menaul School in Albuquer-
que, NM, a Presbyterian related school with many Native American and Hispanic students. Churches all over the coun-
try send them in, enabling them to use the points for teaching materials. Please continue to place them in the marked 
box in the window in the Gathering Space. Questions? Contact Elva Miller at elva.mller@comcast.net or 951-8407. 
 

 
Book Drive: Faith Circle is collecting new and (very) gently used children books for NRV CARES and the Montgom-
ery County Christmas Store. We need books for reading levels Pre-K through 12th grade. The Christiansburg Goodwill 
bookstore and Once Upon a Child are good sources of gently used books. There will be two collection boxes; one in the 
Narthex and a box on the lower level near the parking lot entrance. Please contact Julie Burger (julia-
burger@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 
 

Feed the Flock: Once a month, BPC provides the meal for UKirk’s weekly Tuesday gatherings. The last one of the 
semester is November 13 and the meal is Thanksgiving dinner! If you would like to participate or have any questions, 
contact University Ministry Chair, Karen Watson at university@blackburgpres.org.  
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
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SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Brent Opell     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Sarah Woolsey   Mon-Sunday: Jimmy Ritter 
Prayer Room: Today: Jimmy Ritter/Bill Neely  Next Sunday: Heather Polikoff/Bill Neely 
Ushers:  Juan Espinosa, Jordan Boffen, Natalie Green, Elise Bailey 
 

 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Oct. 21 Sunday School for all at 9:00 a.m. 
    Celtic Spirituality Class at 9:00 a.m. - HCR 
    Shift Small Group at 9:00 a.m. - WM 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with John Philip Newell 

 Youth Group gathers for lunch to prepare for CROSS Missions in Charlotte, NC, on  10/26. Youth 
who will be going on the mission trip will meet from 11:45-1:30 p.m.  Location TBD. 

    BPC’s Smyth Lecture Series - John Philip Newell 
     7:00 p.m. Boundless: A Celtic Vision of the Sacred in All Things, Part 1 
     Lecture and Reception, including book signing. Childcare provided. 
 Oct. 22  BPC’s Smyth Lecture Series - John Philip Newell 
     12:00 noon Ministry Leaders Luncheon – FH  
    KnitWits gather at 1:00- WM  
    BPC’s Smyth Lecture Series - John Philip Newell 
     7:00 p.m. Boundless: A Celtic Vision of the Sacred in All Things, Part 2 
     Lecture and Reception, including book signing. Childcare provided. 
 Oct. 23 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. -HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Rm Every Tuesday- All are welcome 
    PWCT meets at 3:00 p.m. - WM 
  Oct. 24 Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. –WM 
    Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Handbell Rehearsal at 5:45 p.m. 
    Adult Choir Rehearsal at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
  Oct. 26-28 Youth Group Service Weekend at CROSS Missions in Charlotte, NC 
  Oct. 28 Sunday School for all at 9:00 a.m. 
    Shift Small Group at 9:00 a.m. - WM 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Oct. 22 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – W.M. 
 November 4 Daylight Saving Time Ends- Fall back 1 hour   
   Children’s Ed Ministry meeting 11:30 a.m. –Prayer Room 
   PJGM meets at 7:00 p.m. - W 
 Nov. 5 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m.-FH 
   Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. at Patti Giles’ home,1302 Grissom Ln, Bbrg 
 Nov. 10 Gleaning to Give- Windy Hills Farm, 1540 Creekside Lane, Riner, VA 24149 
 Nov. 18 Cents-Ability Collection  
   Session meeting at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 Nov. 22 & 23 Church Office Closed – Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Smyth Lecture Series Welcomes  
John Philip Newell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

All events will take place at 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

Located at 701 Church St. SE, Blacksburg, VA 24060-5213 
 

Sunday, October 21st at 10:30 a.m. 
Sermon: Made in the Image of the Divine 

 

Sunday, October 21st at 7:00 p.m. 
Boundless: A Celtic Vision of the Sacred in All Things, Part 1 

Lecture and Reception, including book signing 
Childcare will be provided. 

 

Monday, October 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 
Boundless: A Celtic Vision of the Sacred in All Things, Part 2 

Lecture and Reception, including book signing 
Childcare will be provided. 

 

Ministry Leaders Luncheon 
Monday, October 22nd at 12:00 noon 

 

Homemade lunch catered by Gillie’s  
Includes: soup, salad, bread, and dessert. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Scripture 

 
Genesis 1:26-31 (NRSV) Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath 
26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind[a] in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth,[b] and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
 
27 So God created humankind[c] in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them;[d] 
    male and female he created them. 
 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
Footnotes: 

a Genesis 1:26 Heb adam 
b. Genesis 1:26 Syr: Heb and over all the earth 
c. Genesis 1:27 Heb adam 
d. Genesis 1:27 Heb him 

 
 
 
 
 
        
Luke 6:27-31 (NRSV)   Love for Enemies 
27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who abuse you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who 
takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes 
away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 If you 
do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to 
those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.[a] Your reward will be great, and 
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. 
Footnotes: 

a. Luke 6:35 Other ancient authorities read despairing of no one 
 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A27-36&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25174a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A27-36&version=NRSV

	Footnotes:
	Luke 6:27-31 (NRSV)   Love for Enemies
	Footnotes:


