
Highlights of the January 2018 Session Meeting 
 

• Elected Greg Campbell Church Treasurer for 2018. 

• Approved the hiring of Steve Lawrence as Music Director 

• Made preparations for the Annual Meeting of the church on January 28 

• Andrew Warren presented an update on the status of the Habitat for 

Humanity proposal for multi-family housing on the church lot across 

from the parking lot.  The town Planning Commission will hold a 

hearing on the proposal on Tuesday, February 6 at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Blacksburg Municipal Building, 300 S. Main Street.  All members of 

the church are encouraged to attend the meeting. 

• Received a written report from the Treasurer indicating that income 

projections for 2018 look favorable and should be adequate to support 

salary increases for staff in the area of 2.5%. 

• Approved salary increases of 2.5% for all church staff. 

• Nine new church members were accepted at a called session meeting 

on January 14. 

 



Highlights of the February 2018 Session Meeting 

 

• Approved a budget of $581,659 for 2018.  The good news is that there 

was a carryover of $17,000 from the 2017 budget year.  The bad news 

is that there may not be such a substantial carryover at the end of the 

2018 budget year. 

• Approved recommendation to Presbytery of the Peaks that Jan 

McGilliard be approved as a Commissioned Ruling Elder. 

• Agreed to invite a Blacksburg police officer to speak to session about 

ways to enhance safety and security in the church building. 

• Prayers for the Nominating Committee were solicited as it seeks to 

recruit people to serve in the next class of elders.  Several people have 

already been asked to serve and declined. 

 

 



Highlights of the March 2018 Session Meeting 
• The session heard a presentation about building safety and security by SGT Tommy Sarver of 

the Blacksburg Police Department.  There was a consensus that we have a responsibility to 

keep the congregation safe, but that our theology is not in keeping with locking our doors 

during worship. It was agreed that the session would keep the subject on the agenda for the next 

several meetings in order to define the direction our planning should take. Buildings and 

Grounds elder Brain Smith agreed to lead this effort. 

 

• Session revisited the request from Marquita Hill to establish the John C. Hassler Endowment 

for the Othakarhaka Charity Foundation.  The endowment will provide funds for the education 

of orphans and poor students who live in the Mulanje District of Malawi. Amendments to the 

proposal were made and a motion to approve the request passed.  

 

• An application for a Two-Cents-A-Meal grant was approved. 

 

• Buildings and Grounds Ministry and Kendra Crabtree gave an update on the Church 

Community Builder software that the church purchased a few months ago. The software is 

ready to be fully implemented. Brian and Kendra will work to begin using features of it with 

certain groups and it will be rolled out to the congregation after Easter.   

 

• During the above discussion it was shared that a planning group for the Men of the Church 

agreed to refer to the group in future as the Men of the Reformed Church (MORC), as  more in 

keeping with their Christian identity. 

 



Highlights of the April 2018 Session Meeting 
• Approved amendments to the Endowment By-Laws to require a group that received a large 3-

year “seed” grant to wait 3 years from the year of final payment before applying for another 

seed grant and to permit a 1-year no-cost extension of a 3-year seed grant when appropriate. 

 

• Did a walk around together and approved placement near the front entrance of the church of a 

donated Peace Pole in honor of Elva Miller. 

 

• Approved installation of a new phone system for the church. 

 

• Building and Grounds Ministry has assembled a committee to develop policies concerning safety 

and security of the church building. They will be working over several months and report back.  

 

• Approved a contract for $31,749 to remodel and upgrade the church kitchen this summer.  The 

project will be paid for from donations made specifically for the project. 

 

• Decided to hold a session retreat.  The primary purpose of the retreat will be to develop a church 

mission statement. 

 

• Approved a request from the Roanoke Symphony Orchestra to hold a Destination Concert (for 

which tickets will be sold) in the church sanctuary during the weekend of December 14, 2018. 


