
 
 
 
AN ADVENT SERVICE OF 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
BASED ON THE 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

  



 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 11, 2016 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“Into this world, this demented inn in which there is absolutely no room 

for him at all, Christ comes uninvited.”  --Thomas Merton 
 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate 
prayer. If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 

 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 
Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
 
INTROIT E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come PAUL O. MANZ 
 Adult Choir 
 

Peace be to you and grace from Him 
Who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed His blood 
That we might saved be. 
 

Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, 
The Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come; 
Sing Holy, Holy, Lord! 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon, 
For Christ is coming soon! 
 

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
And night shall be no more; 
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, 
For Christ will be their All! 

 
 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING         Skip and Carole Jubb  

This is the path that Mary marked. The angel Gabriel said to her,  
“You will give birth to a son and will call him Jesus.”  

Mary replied, “I am the Lord’s servant.  
Let it happen as you have said.” 

And she rejoiced in her calling “My heart is overflowing with  
praise of my Lord.”  

“My soul is full of joy in God my Savior.” 
Today, the third week of Advent, we light three candles. 

We mark our Advent path with candle flames. 
    (The candles are lit) 
This is the path that Mary marked, saying, “I am the Lord’s servant.  
Let it happen as you have said.” 

    Let us journey together. 
 

 PRAYER  
O Holy God, we give thanks for the Marys among us who step out in faith and call 
us to do the same. Amen 

  

 HYMN No. 106       Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VȀG FӦR HERRAN 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 



 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Sam Woolsey 
 
LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 
ANTIPHON 
 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the Most 

High, filling all creation and reigning to the 

ends of the earth: 

come and teach us the way of truth. 
 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

sung: 
O come, thou wisdom from on high 
Who madest all in earth and sky, 
to us the path of knowledge show; 
and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
 
LESSONS Isaiah 11:2-3 1 Corinthians 1:26-30 
 
 
CAROL Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom MADELEINE 

Stanza 1: choir 
Stanzas 2 & 3: all 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ANTIPHON 

O Lord and Ruler of the House of Israel, you ap-

peared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush, 

and gave him the law on Sinai: 

come with your outstretched arm and ransom us. 
 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

sung: 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times didst give the law 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
LESSONS Exodus 3:1-6 Jeremiah 32:18b-21 
 
 
CAROL The Prophet’s Song LLOYD LARSON 
 Adult Choir and Orchestra 
 

Prepare, prepare the way of the Lord! Prepare the way of the Lord! 
Make straight a path in the wilderness, a highway for our God! 
 

Ev’ry valley shall be lifted up, Ev’ry mountain and hill made low; 
the uneven ground made level; the rugged places a plain. 
 

Prepare, prepare…  
 

When the myst’ry of time is fulfilled, and the glory of God revealed; 
All people shall see together. O hear the Word of the Lord! 
 

Prepare, prepare… 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ANTIPHON 

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the 

nations; kings will keep silence before you for 

whom the nations long: 

come and save us and delay no longer. 
 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
sung: 
O come, thou Root of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save 
and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
LESSONS Isaiah 11:1, 10 Romans 15:7-9, 12 
 
 
 

CAROL O Root of Jesse, Thou on Whom CAROL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
ANTIPHON 

O Key of David and scepter of the House of Israel; 

you open and none can shut; you shut and none can 

open: 

come and free the captives from prison, 

and break down the walls of death. 
 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
sung: 
O come, thou Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
LESSONS Isaiah 9:6-7 Revelation 3:7, 11-12 
 
 
 

CAROL The Prince of Peace Will Come CHRISTIAN GREGOR 
 Adult Choir and Orchestra 
 

The Prince of Peace will come, who will redeem his people. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ANTIPHON 

O Morning Star, splendor of the light eternal and 

bright sun of righteousness: 

come and bring light to those who dwell in dark-

ness and walk in the shadow of death. 
 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 

sung: 
O come, O come, thou dayspring bright! 
Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
LESSONS Isaiah 9:1-2 Revelation 22:16 
 
 
CAROL Arise, the Kingdom Is at Hand DANA MENGEL 
 Adult Choir 
 

Arise, the kingdom is at hand, 
The King is drawing nigh; 
Arise with joy, thou faithful band, 
To meet the Lord most high! 
Look up, ye souls weighed down with care, 
The Sov’reign is not far; 
Look up, faint hearts from your despair, 
Behold the Morning Star! 

Look up, ye drooping hearts, today, 
The King is very near; 
O cast your griefs and fears away, 
For, lo, your help is here! 
 

Hope on, ye broken hearts, at last 
The King comes in His might; 
He loved us in the ages past, 
When we lay wrapped in night. 

 
 ANTIPHON 

O King of the Nations, you alone can fulfill their desires: 

cornerstone, binding all together: 

come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust 

of the earth. 
 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 
sung: 
O come, desire of nations! Show 
thy kingly reign on earth below; 
thou cornerstone, uniting all, 
restore the ruin of our fall. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 



 
LESSONS Psalm 118:21-26a 1 Peter 2:4-6 
 
 
CAROL Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion KENNETH T. KOSCHE 
 Adult Choir and Orchestra 
 

Rejoice, rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! 
See, your king, your king comes to you, 
righteous and having salvation, salvation. 

Blessed is he who comes, 
who comes in the name, 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

 
 
ANTIPHON 

 
 

O Emmanuel, our King and Law-

giver, hope of the nations and their 

savior: 

come and save us, O Lord our God. 
 
 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

sung: 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
LESSONS Isaiah 7:13-14 Luke 1:39-42, 45-46a 
 
CANTICLE Magnificat JOHANN PACHELBEL 
 Adult Choir and Orchestra 
 
 

Magnificat anima mea Dominum, 
  

 et exsultavit spiritus meus in Deo salvatore meo, 
 

quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae. 
 
 
 

Ecce enim ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes 
generationes, 

 

quia fecit mihi magna, qui potens est, 
 

et sanctum nomen ejus, 
 

et misericordia ejus in progenies et progenies 
timentibus eum. 

 

Fecit potentiam in brachio suo, 
 

dispersit superbos mente cordis sui; 
 

 

deposuit potentes de sede 
 

et exaltavit humiles; 
 

esurientes implevit bonis 
 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 

and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior; 
 

For He has regarded the lowliness of His hand-
maiden. 
 

For behold, from this day 
all generations will call me blessed. 
 

For the Mighty One has done great things to me, 
 

and holy is His name; 
 

And His mercy is on those who fear Him 
from generation to generation. 
 

He has shown strength with his arm; 
 

He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts. 
 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones 
 

and has exalted the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
 



et divites dimisit inanes. 
 

Suscepit Israel puerum suum, 
 

recordatus misericordiae suae, 
 

sicut locutus est ad patres nostros, 
 

Abraham et semini ejus in saecula. 
 

Gloria Patri, gloria Filio, et Spiritui Sancto, 
 

 

Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper, 
 

 

et in saecula saeculorum. Amen. 

and the rich He has sent empty away. 
 

He has helped his servant Israel 
 

in remembrance of his mercy 
 

as He spoke to our fathers, 
 

to Abraham and to his seed forever. 
 

Glory to the Father, glory to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be,  
 

world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 

Jan Richardson “Magnificat” 
 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 
OFFERTORY Canon in D JOHANN PACHELBEL 
 Orchestra 
 



 
 

DOXOLOGY   VENI EMMANUEL 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all people here below;  
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  

  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
   Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  

 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 137 He Came Down HE CAME DOWN 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
 POSTLUDE Emmanuel BOB MCGEE 
 
 
 
 

  
Orchestra 

 
Flute 
Megan Asbrand 
 

Alto Saxophone 
Jonathan Anthony 
 

Tenor Saxophone 
Jonathan Elmore 

Horn 
Emma Grace Woolsey 

 

Trombone 
Juliana Anthony 

Violin I 
Bridgette Seidel 

 

Violin II 
Bryan Kim 

 

Viola 
Nathan Folta 

 

‘Cello 
John Crawford 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 

 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Dec. 11 Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Special Music Sunday 
    Taizé Service of Healing and Wholeness at 4:00 p.m. - Sanctuary 
    Youth Group Christmas Party meets 5:30- 7:30 p.m. – FH 
    Scouts 24th Year - Luminaries on Draper Road  
 Dec. 12  Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. at Nancy Furr’s home: 708 Southgate Drive 
    Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Lindsay Call’s home: 707 Village Way North 
        Don’t forget to bring a dessert for the Annual Cookie/Dessert Exchange!  
 Dec. 13 Tuesday Morningstars meet at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room-  All are welcome! 
    Blacksburg Master Chorale Sing-a-Long at 7:30 p.m. with reception following 
 Dec. 14 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m.- HCR  
    Handbell practice at 6:00 p.m. 
    Adult Choir practice at 7:00 p.m.  
 Dec. 18 4th Sunday of Advent 
    No Sunday School today 
    All Church Breakfast with chimes at 9:00 a.m. – Sponsored by Men of the Church 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
  Joyful Noise rehearsal at 10:00 a.m. – Sanctuary 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Children’s Choir 
    BPC’s Cents-Ability collection 
    Chili and Caroling meet at BPC at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  

 Dec. 20 Reservations due for the Christmas Day Lunch at Preston’s at Inn at VT 
      Call Barbara Houston (540) 639-6006 
 Dec. 23 Church Office Closed 
 Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship 
    Family Worship Service at 4:30 p.m. 
    Special Music at 7:45 p.m.  
    Candlelight Service with Communion at 8:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 25 Christmas Day 
    No Sunday School today (Sunday School resumes on Jan. 8, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. (no childcare today) 
 Dec. 26 Church Office Closed 
 Dec. 30 Church Office Closed 
 Jan. 1, 2017 Happy New Year! 
 Jan. 2  Church Office Closed 
 Jan. 8  Presbyterian Women Annual Meeting 
 Jan. 15 Art Forum with Jackie Harder  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
December 11, 2016 

 
Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
We give thanks for Sam Woolsey, who is our liturgist today.  
 
The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected next Sunday, Dec. 18. This offering benefits min-
isters and missionaries in their older years.  Half of our offering goes to the Board of Pensions for 
this purpose, and the other half goes to support ethnic schools of the Presbyterian Church.  As we 
have been blessed, let us share the joy and gifts we have received.  Envelopes for the offering will 
be in the pew racks. You can also donate online through the BPC Website and PushPay at: 
https://pushpay.com/pay/blacksburgpres/  
 
The Building and Grounds team and others are working on a possible renovation to our church 
kitchen. We use our kitchen daily, and we love it, but it has been 10 years since it has been upgraded. 
We are serious about offering hospitality, and we want our kitchen to reflect that.  We are serious 
about conversation, and we would like for our kitchen to reflect that. We are serious about our future, 
and we want our kitchen to serve those here now, and those to come. If you are interested in partici-
pating in this effort, please send an email to buildingsandgrounds@blacksburgpres.org or call the 
church office at 540-552-2504.  
 
The Malawi Committee invites you to meet Dr. Sue Makin, OB-GYN, our former co-worker in 
Malawi, on Wednesday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. in Westminster Hall. 
 
The BPC Worship Committee is forming a new Flower Guild which will arrange the sanctuary 
flowers periodically and help decorate our worship space for holidays. If you feel called to be part of 
this fellowship and would like to share your gifts this way, please contact either Judy Pospichal 
or Jama Hayes, or call the church office. We will begin meeting in mid-January, and train-
ing/guidance will be included. We look forward to having you joining us! 
 
Save the Date:  BPC will be hosting To Our House January 28, 2017 through February 4.  

Stay tuned for more information and chances to volunteer.  Volunteers are needed in 
many ways to help this wonderful program that provides Homeless Men a warm place  
to sleep, a warm meal and a bag lunch during the coldest months of the year.  
 

 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Dale Wolf     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Cherry Pelt  Mon-Sunday: Jack Call 
Ushers:   Phil, Susan, Elise and Ben Bailey 
Counters:  John Dillard, Bob Hendricks 
Coffee Hosts: Peggy Kincaid  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADVENT WORSHIP 2016 

  

December 11, Third Sunday of Advent 
Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. 
A service of Advent Lessons and Carols 

 Adult Choir and Orchestra  
Jeffrey Anthony, Music Director 

  
“Taize Service of Healing and Wholeness”  

Worship in the Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. 
  

December 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Sermon: “The Unasked for Sign” 
Isaiah 7:10-16 and Matthew 1:18-25 

  
December 24, Christmas Eve Family Service 

Worship and candlelight in the Sanctuary at 4:30 p.m. 

 
Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols  

Special Music in the Sanctuary at 7:45 p.m. 

Worship with Holy Communion and candlelight at 8:00 p.m. 
Genesis 3:8-15; Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; Matthew 1:18-23;  

Luke 2:1-7; Luke 2:8-14; John 1:1-5 

  
December 25, Christmas Day 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Sermon: “Sought Out” 

Isaiah 62:6-12 and Luke 2:15-20 
 

(No Childcare today) 
  



 

  
 

The “O Antiphons” 
 

 
The Church has been singing the “O Antiphons” since at least the eighth century. They are anti-
phons that accompany the Magnificat canticle in Evening Prayer from December 17-23, counting 
down the last seven days before Christmas with increasing anticipation. In this sense, they could 
be considered the first Advent calendar. An antiphon is a refrain that is sung or spoken before a 
psalm or canticle. It is typically done in responsorial style (“antiphon” is the root of the word “an-
tiphonal”) which we will do in this service. They are called the O Antiphons simply because each 
phrase begins with an “O”. They address Christ with seven titles based on Old Testament prophe-
cies and names of Christ: 
 

              O Sapientia (Wisdom) 
 

           O Adonai (Lord and Ruler) 
 

 O Radix Jesse (Root of Jesse) 

 

O Clavis David (Key of David) 
 

O Oriens (Morning Star) 
 

 O Rex Gentium (King of the Nations) 
 

O Emmanuel (God with Us) 
 

When the titles are arranged in reverse order: Emmanuel, Rex, Oriens, Clavis, Radix, Adonai, 
and Sapientia, the first letters are an acrostic that spells out the Latin words ERO CRAS, mean-
ing, “Tomorrow, I will come.” The antiphons use ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messi-
anic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old 
Testament hopes, but present ones, as well. Their repeated use of the imperative “Come!” embod-
ies the longing of all for the Divine Messiah. 

 


