
	 1	

  



	 2	

 

Table of Contents 
 
 

First Week of Advent        3 

Second Week of Advent        10 

Third Week of Advent        17 

Fourth Week of Advent         24 

Christmas Eve          30 

Christmas Day         31 

Weekly Advent Liturgy       33 

Preparing the Manger (children’s activity)   34 
 
  
  



	 3	

First Sunday of Advent, November 27th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 
 
 
"Are We There Yet?" 
 
Advent is a journey marked by alert waiting.  Waiting as Mary and Joseph journey to Bethlehem and Jesus’ 
birth.  Alert to God’s work in the world.  Anticipating Jesus’ return. 
 
At youth retreats, ‘energizers’ are dance moves to songs designed to wake up youth. One favorite (link below) 
depicts a car-trip to a picnic (with ants), and 1200 youth at Montreat shouting:  "Are we there yet?"  "I gotta 
go!"  "He's touching me!"  "She touched me first!"  The humor rings true since road-trips often break down like 
that.  As a kid my family of seven camped on a cross-country journey in a van for six weeks!  Way before GPS, 
we found our path by reading maps.  Everyone had a communal job from pitching tents to washing dishes.  We 
observed the changing landscape, climbed mountains, and renewed ties with family friends.  Occasionally, my 
siblings and I poked at one another out of sheer boredom.  As peacekeepers, our parents made us whistle, fold 
hands, and cross legs so we couldn't complain, prod, or kick one another.  That soon turned into giggles. 
 
The Psalmist sings of a different destination:  Jerusalem, a beautiful city built for the purpose of worship, where 
justice resides.  All the tribes of Israel are called to journey to the city gates to praise and give thanks to God.  
Isaiah tells us instruction will come from the house of God on the highest mountain, and people from all nations 
will climb toward it.  Even better than GPS, God shows us the paths to follow, and teaches us to live as we were 
created.  We are to re-form weapons into tools, while praying for peace.  As more people hear the call, God will 
settle differences not just among families or tribes, but among nations. Oh Lord, how long?  Help us listen for 
the tunes we should whistle for peace among our fellow travelers.  
 
Jesus' journey is from creation, birth, and ministry among us, to the cross and grace.  Only God knows when 
Jesus will return to earth, so wake up and be alert!  Where are our journeys leading?  What wisdom do the 
mountaintops reveal?  Are we there yet?  
 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=PKU8_bDNR9k 
 
 
 

Susan Hunter 
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November 28th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 124; Genesis 8:1-19; Romans 6:1-11 
 
 
Psalm 124- God the Protector of His People. 
 Most people take our planet for granted. Many people don’t have a sense of 
wonder about this incredible habitat in space that God has made to support our lives. Scientists will be studying 
it for another thousand years trying to figure out if our Creator got it just right. We can’t even process in our 
minds the amount of time that went into the process of creation. Let us all thank the Lord for protection from 
the hazards of space and time as well as for preservation of the word in the holy bible for thousands of years. 
Let us especially give thanks for God’s protection of the people of the Book for 4000 years in order for them to 
give birth to the child who grew up to become God’s Intergalactic Messenger who came in the knick of time to 
save all of God’s Creation! 
 
Genesis 8 1-19-The End of the Flood. 
 What does this text mean for this Advent season? All the occupants on the Arc were God’s Creation 
waiting for a supernatural event to unfold! An event of planetary dimensions that has often been compared to 
the catastrophic flooding of the Mediterranean basin far beyond mankind’s memory that took place some 5 
million years ago! That event was the result of plate tectonic movements only recently within mankind’s 
comprehension. Yet here we are again! All of God’s creation including the entire ecosystem of the planet , 
rocks and mountains, oceans and rivers , forests and savannas , animals and peoples, waiting for another 
supernatural event, the arrival of the savior coming to save all of creation. The point is to focus on the event and 
recognize its significance for it transcends all mankind’s business!   
 
Romans 6:1-11 Dead to sin but alive in union with Christ. 
 Paul’s letter to the Roman Church points to Adam, the first human, as the originator of sin. Does this 
mean that before mankind our universe had achieved a metaphysical balance between all living things? In early 
October of 2016 during Hurricane Matthew, I stood before a 243 thousand year old oyster deposit exposed by 
erosion resulting from the phenomenal 7 ft/yr  shoreline  retreat measured  along the west side of the 
Chesapeake Bay. Our fieldtrip leader, a college of William and Mary paleontologist, bravely pointed out that 
her research showed a measured molluscan species population density in the Pleistocene deposits reached 
several thousand individuals per cubic meter of sediment, many fossils still preserved with shells articulated and 
in life position! Modern fishery surveys by Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) show less than 100 
individuals living in the same cubic meter space around the Chesapeake today! Archaeologists and 
paleontologists agree that loss of the shell fish population originated in the first few years of European 
colonization and has continued through today. How were the aboriginal Americans able to continue the balance 
between living things? Were they dead to sin?   
 

Bill Henika  



	 5	

 

November 29th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Genesis 9:1-17; Psalm 124; Hebrews 11:32-40 

 
 The church in the small town where I grew up did not celebrate Advent.  We had the same minister from 
the time I was about six until after I left home for college at VPI.  While he did preach on salvation through Jesus, 
many of his sermons focused on God’s retribution for those who failed to live a Christian life.  So there it was: 
Christ the loving shepherd and God the avenger.  When I came to college I fully intended to find a church home, 
but when I attended the church of the denomination in which I was raised, the first sermon I heard was “we are 
all sinners and we are marked for hell and damnation.”  I did not go back.  It was also a time when the Campus 
Crusade movement was at its peak.  Students would knock on your door and ask you if you were saved.  It did 
not matter if you told them you were a Christian, you had to be saved their way or it wasn’t good enough.  Though 
I still thought of myself as a Christian I was disenchanted with organized religion.   
  
When Rick and I married neither of us belonged to a local church.  But when I was expecting my first child, I 
knew that I wanted to raise my children as Christians and the only way to do that was in a church.  Enter my 
wonderful new neighbor, Beulah Kline.  She took me under her wing and introduced me to the BPC.  It was in 
this church that I first understood that being a Christian meant being in community together.  And I learned that 
while God did at times reprove his covenant people, it was usually to put them back on the right course: a course 
that would lead to a “new creation”, a reflection of heaven on this earth. 
  
The three passages I read from the lectionary tell us that, yes, there is suffering in this world and things do not 
always go our way, but God is on our side and wants to fulfill all the promises that were made to us. But these 
passages also say we and all creation are in this together.  In Genesis, God made his covenant with Noah and 
every living creature.  In Psalm 124, the nation of Israel is instructed to give thanks to God who has set them free.  
In Hebrews 11:39-40, the congregation is told that God has a better plan for all of those of faith; past, present and 
future.  And so we continue to prepare the way for the birth of our Lord Jesus, the Christ. 
 
 
 

Nancy Furr 
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November 30th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 124; Isaiah 54:1-10; Matthew 24:23-35                   
 
 
 

Divine Reassurance 
 
There is only One who provides sound truth. 
Our eyes once clouded with particles of anxiety and deception now illuminate with joy from the Father. 
Our souls once bellowing with fear now sing a new song to music that only his angels recognize. 
Let our taste buds savor his peace. 
 
There is only One who provides unshakable love. 
Our branches are extensions of his vine and a source of spiritual nourishment. 
Our narrowed airway once filled with confusion and despair now breathes deep patience and faith. 
Let our taste buds savor his grace. 
 
There is only One who provides everlasting faith. 
Our memory once faded now restored through healing hands from our children. 
Our vulnerabilities once attacked by the venom of Satan now sing with joy throughout his kingdom. 
Let our taste buds savor his power. 
 
 
There is only One whose words have transcended multiple generations. 
There is only One whose spirit calms us like the sea. 
There is only One whose presence provides us with divine reassurance. 
 
Amen!! 
 
 
 

Frank Clark  
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December 1st, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts 1:12-17, 21-26 
 
 
Psalm 72 revels in anticipation of the coming of the Messiah and the changes He will bring to the world. The 
psalmist’s words evoke an enthusiasm for and an assurance of the future that I’ve most often associated with 
childhood. I remember feeling something like the bone-tingling excitement that inspires David when, as a girl, I 
gazed at our family’s nativity display and dreamed of the Christmas to come. Like “rain on a mowed field,” my 
youthful Advents anticipated future goodness and plenty. The bucolic world of the nativity scene, with its placid 
animals and smiling shepherds, characterized the safety and security of my young world. 
 
Of course, my adult reality differed from that idealized vision of long ago. I have to confess that forty years of 
big-city life squelched much of my appreciation of the present as well as some hopes for the future. But since 
moving to our rural home in Virginia three years ago, I’ve regained a sense of anticipation and fulfillment by 
observing and interacting with the natural world that surrounds our home. The sunrise, the birdsongs, the 
variance of the wind, and the joy of unexpected rain once again remind me of God’s continuous creation and 
fuel an eagerness for what each new day will bring. 
 
The hundreds of apple trees we’ve planted and continue to nurture are a physical reminder of the “fruit of the 
land” promised in Isaiah. When the scripture refers to Jesus as the Lord’s branch, I think of how each of our 
trees began as a single trunk that now supports branches that will soon, in turn, nurture us. Once again, I foresee 
a future that includes goodness and plenty and remember that many of God’s Old Testament promises, fulfilled 
by Jesus, continue to bless us every day. 
 
Even the older trees that surround our orchard provide me with examples of continuity and perseverance. Each 
year, this mixture of pines and hardwoods of varying ages drop cones or nuts or send up suckers to ensure a 
future. The early Christian believers in Acts realized that continuity of their new church required finding a 
replacement for Judas. As an original follower, this man would be a link between the past and the future. 
Advent provides each of us with an opportunity to celebrate the past and to anticipate good times still to come. 
 

 

Melinda Winslow 
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December 2nd, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Isaiah 30 :19-26; Acts 13:16-25 
 
 
Our reading from Psalms tells us that God speaks through the hills and mountains telling us that She wants 
peace and prosperity for all people. But there is a caveat – the path to peace is through righteousness.  And 
furthermore, people in power, our leaders, have a major responsibility in seeing that justice prevails “For he 
[your leader] shall rescue the needy from their rich oppressors, … May he have pity on the needy and the poor, 
… may he redeem them from oppression and violence and may their blood be precious in his eyes.”  And what 
was Israel’s response to these simple truths?   “Oh, rebel sons! says the Lord, you make plans, but not of my 
devising, you weave schemes, but not inspired by me, piling sin upon sin; ….“  And the consequences are that 
“all are left in sorry plight [the sin in Isaiah’s day was that the leaders made an unholy alliance with Egypt], no 
help they find, no profit, only disappointment and disgrace.”  Still Israel continues “a race of rebels, disloyal 
sons, sons who will not listen to the Lord’s instruction; ….”  And the people whine to the prophets  “don’t give 
us a true vision; but instead give us smooth words and seductive visions.”  Tell us that everything will be OK 
irrespective of how we act.  But Isaiah warns Israel that there will be consequences for their sins “… their 
iniquity will be like a crack running down a high wall, which bulges and suddenly, all in an instant, comes 
crashing down, ….”  The story could end there, but God tells Isaiah to assure his people that a time will come 
when “O people of Zion who dwell in Jerusalem, you shall weep no more.  The Lord will show you favor and 
answer you when he hears your cry for help. … the Lord binds up the broken limbs of his people and heals their 
wounds.” 
 
And so it goes in the history of the Jewish people, cycle after cycle of love offered and love rejected. 
 
Paul in Acts 30 recounts these painful cycles of Israel’s relationship with God.  But Paul tells us that the 
succession of prophets ended after God sent his only Son, Jesus, into the world.  But we ignore Israel’s history 
at our own peril.  Jesus made clear that our priority and the priority of our leaders should still be to seek justice 
for the poor and the needy.  And if that is our priority, then the hills and mountains again will sing of peace and 
prosperity. 
   
 

 

Jimmy Ritter  
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December 3rd, 2016 
Psalm 72: 1-7; 18-19; Isaiah 40: 1-11; John 1: 19-28  
 
Advent:  
The new year of celebration of our savior’s birth -  GOD WITH US -  What great news that is! We may be in a 
nostalgic mood and be thoughtfully reminded of Christ the King’s lowly birth. However, in our current lives, 
we need to be reminded that this season also allows us to look forward in anticipation of Christ’s second 
coming.  
 
At times, like the nation of Israel exiled in Babylon, we may feel anxious and deserted by God.  But, the 
prophet Isaiah reassured the Israelites that there is comfort, care, and compassion from a Loving God. In the 
Isaiah passage, God’s people are in exile but He has not forsaken them. There was punishment meted out by 
God for their failure to follow him, but the prophet tells of great news where God’s justice and compassion 
recognizes that their penalty had been paid double. 
 
Sometimes we may think there is no way to escape, that our sins are too much! God cares for us with his 
unlimited mercy and grace. Even God implores the angels to “Comfort, comfort His people.”   We too are God’s 
people and He wants us to know about the great news for the future. 
 
Today, it is reassuring to know that God is awesome and in control in these turbulent and trying times. While 
reading through Isaiah, it is clear – there will be a messenger who – “will cry out, in the wilderness prepare the 
way of the Lord - make straight in the desert a highway for GOD”.  The image brought to mind is one of 
pageantry and a King who reigns.  In verse 9, there is reference to the “good tidings” news to Zion and 
Jerusalem to lift up and not fear. A pronouncement was made,” Here is your GOD!”  If you were an exile 
hearing this pronouncement HOW would you feel? It is comforting to know THERE IS SOMETHING 
BETTER COMING. 
 
Fast forward over 700 years. We now hear from the messenger in John 1:19-28. A man was being questioned 
by the Pharisees about who he was. He replies “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord”.  John the Baptist is the messenger Isaiah foretold would be there before the 
LORD was made known.  He is the messenger telling about the one coming after him – the one that he is 
unworthy to untie the thong of his sandal. He is the messenger telling about the MESSIAH…. JESUS…. THE 
LORD. 
 
During this season of anticipation, what if we think about the second coming of Jesus as is promised. We as his 
disciples should be like the messenger telling of the good news through our actions and words to others. 
 
 

Nancy Artis 

 

 



	 10	

Second Sunday of Advent, December 4th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15: 4-13; Matthew 3:1-12  
 
Several texts were suggested for today’s meditation. Most were clearly “Advent” passages; this one, not so 
much – at least in my early readings of it.  I’m a Paul fan because his letters are so “applications” oriented and 
this passage doesn’t fail.  But what’s it have to do with Advent? 
 
In this text Paul encourages the church at Rome to be inclusive, reminding the readers that Christ came for the 
Gentiles (thankfully!) as well as for the Jews.  To bolster his case, he references several passages from the Old 
Testament, suggesting quite directly that if the letter’s readers had been paying attention, the notion of the 
universality of Christ’s life and message should be nothing new.  My bet, though, is that this came as something 
of a shock to some of those first century pew-sitters. 
 
But what’s the tie with Advent and its emphasis on reflecting about our faith? 
 
I think the link comes from our knowledge of the whole story: not just Christ’s birth (the traditional Advent 
focus), but also His life, His death and His redeeming resurrection.  And as we prepare for Christ’s coming birth 
during Advent, we can expand our thinking to include all that followed. 
 
After several readings and some prayerful contemplation, I think perhaps Paul is telling me to identify the 
“gentiles” in my life, to be honest about those from whom I feel separated or estranged.  I think I’ve grown 
beyond feeling apart from some types of people but there are others who remain my “gentiles”.  Paul says I 
need to do something about this so that, in ways small and not-so-small, I might “….reach out and welcome 
(all) into God’s glory,” as Eugene Peterson puts it in The Message” translation.  (Maybe this will be easier for 
me after the election…..!)  
 
Typical Paul, though, he goes beyond why this is the right thing for me to do and links inclusiveness to 
coherence with the great expectations of the Christian faith: hope, joy, peace, power. 
 
Again quoting Peterson, “So reach out and welcome one another into God’s glory.  Jesus did it; now you do 
it……Just think of all the Scriptures that will come true in what we do!” 
 
May this Advent season be a time of finding our own “gentiles” – and welcoming them into our lives and faith. 
 
 
 

Bill Neely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 11	

December 5th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 21; Isaiah 24:1-16a; Thessalonians. 4:1-12 
 
The first two texts describe God’s judgement on his people.  Isaiah defines who will face impending judgement; 
priests and laypeople, owners and workers, celebrities and nobodies, bankers and beggars, the haves and have-
not alike.  Earth is polluted by its very own people who have broken its laws. (Isaiah 24:5 from The Message 
Bible).  Later, however, the text reveals that some will break into glad song, they will shout of God’s majesty 
and God’s glory will ascend every island of the sea.  This seems particularly meaningful as we enter the advent 
season this year.  It reminds me that in Gods eyes we are all equal and that we should focus our energy on 
“shouting of God’s majesty” 
 
In 1 Thessalonians 4:1-2 Paul gives instructions for how we should be living to please God. “As for other 
matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living 
loving one another. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more.”   
 
Living to please God is what we are called to do as faithful people. God wants us to see the goodness in one 
another instead of the things that separate us from one another.  One of my most favorite memories of Advent is 
making an Advent wreath with Hilary in fellowship hall.  There was always plenty of greenery, plenty of food 
and plenty of joyful music and conversation.  Then, at home, we would talk about the anticipation of the holiday 
season.  It was a concrete way to share with my daughter that Christmas is more than the TV commercials that 
run from Halloween right up to Christmas Eve.  I believe that these memories with our church family, hearing 
the laughter of the children, the joyful exchange among adults, and the conversations between adults and 
children about the true meaning of Christmas truly pleases God.   
 
As we enter this advent season, let us remember God is not only our judge but he is also our great Redeemer.  I 
hope we fill the days ahead with meaningful traditions, with worship with one another and with quiet reflection 
so we may hear God’s voice above all the noise of this demanding season. 
 

 

Cherry Pelt 
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December 6th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 21; Isaiah 41:14-20; Romans 15:14-21 
 
 
All of life’s gifts come from God according to David in our reading, Psalm 21.  Position, family, wealth, talent 
are all gifts.  David’s trust in God is strong. He believes that God will never desert him. 
 
I am someone who finds trusting to be quite difficult. I have struggled with a need to be “in control” of my own 
destiny. Early childhood experiences may account for this need.  By the age of four, I had encountered the death 
of a sibling, assault, parental divorce, and loss of a home and possessions.  I began to treasure personal security 
and planned my life accordingly.  
 
In my twenties, I had a life-changing experience that has served me well. I learned finally that everything we 
have does come from God – that we are not in charge and that God truly is to be trusted. I was a veterinary 
student at UGA. I was doing well in school and felt secure with my career choice. Life was good. Then, 
suddenly, within a few hours, my life changed in a dramatic fashion. I found myself in an intensive care unit, 
not being able to move at all. I was not ‘in control” of anything except my feelings and approach to the illness.   
 
It should have been a terrifying experience, but in truth, it was not. I immediately felt God’s presence. An inner 
peace took control. That, I believe, was the Holy Spirit at work. A constant thought ran through my mind as I 
watched those around me working hard to stabilize my body. It became obvious to me that God was 
encouraging me to hold on, to breathe, to not give up. I did not feel deserted. Instead, I felt comforted and at 
peace.  I had finally learned to trust. I did not need to be “in control”. It was a great sense of freedom and 
release.  
 
Indeed, God never deserts us. He gives us our gifts to use for the glory of his name. In my life I still sometimes 
fall short of fully trusting, but I know that God will not give up on me. He does not give up on any of us. God is 
in charge, not us. We certainly can plan, but it is the Lord who leads us. We should open ourselves to God’s 
direction. He will give us a future with hope.  
 
 

 

Deb Call 
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December 7th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 21; Genesis 15:1-18; Matthew 12:33-37 
 
 
And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness. -Genesis 15:5-6 
 
What does it mean to believe? To feel sure of something, or to know something that is not fact; what does that 
require? In my opinion, faith and trust are critical components of believing. In Genesis 15:1-18, Abram is led to 
believe that God will bless him with the gift of offspring as numerous as the stars; a gift that he greatly wishes 
for. It is my guess that the covenant that God forms with Abram is the basis upon Abram’s belief, and with this 
covenant comes the gift of faith and trust. As the season of advent approaches, may we remind ourselves where 
our faith and trust come from in order to prepare our hearts and minds for what is to come. Just as God made a 
covenant with Abram, so have we made a covenant with God; one that we celebrate every time we share the 
body and blood of Christ. With this covenant comes many gifts; faith and trust in God and Jesus Christ surely 
being two of them. It may be hard to recognize these gifts sometimes, but I find that I always feel much more 
faithful by recognizing all of the good things in my life. Mrs. Barbara Guthrie, who was my Sunday School 
teacher for many years growing up, taught her pupils to always begin prayers by thanking God for all that he 
had done for us. This technique has stuck, and I find that it always greatly improves my perspective on 
whatever I may be concerned about. In our everyday lives it is easy to get caught up in the wrong, the scary, and 
the dark that may surround us, but finding the light by knowing what God has given us in the coming of Christ 
may cast out all of those bad things. Recognizing our faith and trust in what God has done, can do, and will do 
may prepare us for the celebration to come. Advent is a time of anticipation for all things joyful, hopeful, 
peaceful, loving, and divine. May we truly believe in that this season.  
 
 
 
 

Ella Reeves 
UKirk Student 
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December 8th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Ps. 146:5-10; Ruth 1:6-18; 2 Pet. 3:1-10 
 
I love this passage from Psalm. What a great reminder, in the midst of Advent Season, that everything was 
made by God and is ruled by God. I find the second half of the reading particularly moving in the time we are 
living in.  
 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8     the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
 
  
Sometimes, God does these things by way of the people of God. That is what I see in Ruth. I am always struck 
by this story of Naomi, Orpha and Ruth. Ruth knows what Naomi’s fate will most likely be because she has 
seen other women who lost their spouse treated in the terrible ways. Forced to beg, forced to live on the streets. 
She knows that she can help alleviate the oppression that Naomi will be under. She also knows that in doing so, 
she will be bringing her way of life down when she could go home and be married off again and have stability. 
But Ruth is loyal. And without even knowing it she is living out the Spirit of God. She chooses others over self 
just as Jesus did.  
So how do we do this? How do we allow God to live through us by executing justice for the oppressed, giving 
food to the hungry, watching over strangers and loving the righteous? We do it by choosing others. We do it 
because Jesus did it for us. We do it because by doing it we live out the faith we claim in Jesus Christ.  
It is always easier to choose ourselves. But in the midst of the Advent Season should we not be focused on 
others?  
 

 

Kendra Crabtree  
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December 9th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 146:5-10; Ruth 4:13-17; 2 Peter 3:11-18 

 
 

Psalm 146:5-10 calls us to remember, through praise, the One who creates and saves; the One who is merciful 
and compassionate; and the One who reigns above all.  God is in charge.  Praise God! 
 
We are people of hope, and people of hope praise God.  In Ruth 4:13-17, we see how—even while suffering—
being people of hope demonstrates God is in charge.  Boaz is a kinsman in Naomi’s family, and Ruth is the 
daughter-in-law who chose to stay with Naomi after her husband and sons had passed away.  Long story short, 
in these ending verses, Boaz and Ruth marry and have a son.  Naomi has a family again.  The women of the 
community praise God, for they declare that Naomi’s life is so much better than it was even before her 
suffering.  We all love a story that ends well. 
 
The season of Advent not only focuses on preparing for the “coming” or “arrival” of the Christ child but also on 
preparing for the “second coming” of Christ and the end of time.  Advent comes at the beginning of the church 
year but includes scripture readings addressing the end of time.   
 
In 2 Peter 3:11-18, the author is petitioning the early Christians to remain steadfast in the truth of the gospel.  
Some of them were trying to make something difficult out of Paul’s teachings and were being tempted by 
incorrect teachings.  The early Christians had expected the second coming to be in the near future and, in their 
suffering, had forgotten that God is in charge.  In order for the story to end well—with salvation—the author is 
urging them not to stray from their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Today these scripture verses in 2 Peter may be even more relevant.  A lot of us are expecting the second coming 
to be in the distant future—just the opposite of the early Christians.  We tend to think we have plenty of time to 
get our act together.  Advent seems like the perfect time for us to refocus.  Will our story end well?  Remember, 
God is in charge.  Praise God! 
 
 
 
O God:  Guide us as we seek to live striving to create the Kingdom of God on earth.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  
Amen.  
 
 

Janet Rakes 
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December 10th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 145:5-10; 1 Samuel 2:1-8; Luke 3:11-18 
 
The scriptures for today emphasize the awesome power of God, Lord of heaven, earth and sea.  They tell us to 
repent and to prepare the way for the Lord. In Luke, John the Baptist prophesizes the coming of one more 
powerful than he, who will baptize his followers with the Holy Spirit.  
 
Yet our headlines are full of massive loss and death in Haiti, killings and riots in our streets, and unbelievable 
destruction in Aleppo. Political rhetoric has been demeaning and depressing for what seems like years. How can 
we reconcile the state of our world with what we read in The Word? 
 
Recently, a barista friend and I discovered that we would both be visiting out of town at the same time.  She was 
going to New Mexico because her mother was getting married, “AGAIN!!” Wow…I could hear the frustration 
and the loneliness tied up in her statement. This young woman hadn’t been home to Albuquerque since she was 
quite young.  I guessed that she had left there with her dad when her parents divorced.  She now lives in 
Blacksburg, and she seems to be doing OK. 
 
When we both returned from our trips a few weeks later I was glad to see her again.  I had been thinking about 
the reaction I elicited about her trip. When I asked about her visit and she said it had actually gone quite well, so 
well in fact that she was moving to Albuquerque.  She wanted to spend time there and get to know her mom, 
and all the rest of her family that she missed for so long. She would be “home” by Thanksgiving. I was moved 
by the life-changing visit she experienced. 
 
Stories of hope and healing help sustain us in the midst of all the pain in the world.  We are told in the readings 
for today to repent and to act in accordance with our repentance. As we await the birth of Jesus in us again this 
year, may we produce “good fruit”:  work to clothe and feed the poor, provide fuel for those who are cold, 
welcome the foreigner, befriend the lonely, and love others as ourselves.  By so doing, may we help bring forth 
the Kingdom of God here on earth.  
  

 

Judy Pospichal 
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Third Sunday of Advent, December 11th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
 
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.” Isaiah 35:1-2 
 
I don’t know that I’ve ever seen a crocus blooming in the desert but it must be like watching the bright green 
shoots of a daffodil emerge from our winter ground.  
 
When I see those little yellow blossoms appear, the hope of spring begins to warm my soul. Moving out of the 
harsh season of winter is cause, to me, for great rejoicing. I long for the trees to be green again, for more hours 
of sunshine, and for the return of our evening family walks. So I count on the daffodils as a symbol of hope. 
 
Perhaps the crocus was such a symbol for the Israelites in the desert. The little splashes of purple bursting forth 
as signs of life where it seemed unlikely, must have brought great hope.   
 
It may seem strange to think of daffodils now, in Advent. We are, after all, months away from spotting those 
first few hopeful shoots. But Isaiah reminds us that the God who sends the crocuses and daffodils is present 
with us now.  
 
One recent evening the boys were playing and Sam, my four-year-old, plowed into Asa, my one-year-old, 
causing him to fall over and bump his face on the hardwood floor. Asa began to cry, I imagine more out of 
frustration and tiredness than from pain, and Sam giggled. After making sure that Asa was ok and that Sam 
understood that he had hurt his little brother, I stepped back. I was mad. I watched as Asa retreated into the 
“cozy corner” stacked with books and pillows and Sam went on playing with his trucks. Not more than five 
minutes later Sam crawled into the corner with Asa, snuggled in close beside him on the giant pillow, and said, 
“I’m sorry, Asa. I was bouncing too hard.” Sam put his little hands on Asa’s shoulder, nuzzled him with his 
nose and kissed his cheek. “I love you, Asa.”  
 
Witnessing this interaction was like watching a little daffodil sprouting right there in the playroom.  
 
Where are your daffodils budding this Advent? 
 
May the God who makes the desert blossom and rejoice plant in you seeds of hope and joy this week.  
 
 

Ginny Taylor-Troutman 
UKirk Campus Minister at Virginia Tech 
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December 12th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 42; Isaiah 29:17-24; Acts 5:12-16 
 

Psalm 42 speaks of abandonment and despair; a people longing for God - and feeling that God has forgotten 
them.  Advent reminds us that we are waiting for something – a Savior to whom we can look for guidance and 
salvation - a reassurance that God is with us. We look for signs of hope, as mentioned in Isaiah, signs of God’s 
presence and love - especially in times of trial and hardship. 
 
In reality, God is always with us. We are the ones who have forgotten to reach out and bring God close - for it is 
God who is waiting patiently for us. God is always there – showering us with unconditional love. But, 
oftentimes, we are too busy, too self-absorbed to stop, be still, and acknowledge what is real – God’s enduring 
love. 
 
Advent is a time to put Christmas in perspective and celebrate Jesus’ birth and its impact on the world - the 
formation of the Church, as mentioned in the Acts passage. It is also a time, as a community of believers, to 
counter the commercialism associated with Christmas. It is easy to get lost in the hype – the shopping, gift 
giving, hosting, cooking, etc. - and forget the simple message of Jesus’ birth – God’s love for humankind and 
all creation, which is why we come together in worship.  As I age, I see these “things” getting in my way of 
appreciating Christmas’ true meaning. 
 
On my piano sits a small, ceramic Christmas tree- a gift from my Mom. Every year I would unbox it, plug it in, 
and switch it on for a few weeks. Then, back into the box it would go - waiting for the next Christmas. In recent 
years, I have decided to leave that little tree on my piano – plugged in and lit - to shed its light day and night; it 
reminds me that Christmas is every day. God loves us always - no matter what. We have no guarantees that life 
will always be kind and pretty – but we do have a guarantee that God’s love is forever and unconditional. And 
that little tree reminds me of that love everyday - every time I see it.   
 

 

Nancy Alexander 
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December 13th, 2016 

Daily Readings: Psalm 42; Ezekiel 47:1-12; Jude 17-25 
 
Ezekiel 47: 1-12 
For the prophet Ezekiel, God has the power to transform the wilderness into a land of unimaginable abundance. 
In this passage, an ever-widening river is flowing out from the Temple. This river transfigures the whole of 
Creation. It changes the sea into fresh water, except for certain places so salt can be had; it changes the dry land 
into fertile land; it changes fruit trees, with their cycles of blossom, bloom, fruiting, and harvest, into perpetual 
harvest; it imparts healing power to the leaves of the fruit trees. For us today, it is clear what this river is, it is 
the blood of Christ who gives the world unending life. 
 
What a passage to read during Advent!  Christ’s coming into Creation has transfigured Creation. We can see 
patches of the world that have been so transfigured, at least in part, but the world as a whole is still parched 
desert. We wait for the return of Christ, for the free-flowing river that gives life. In the mean time we must do 
the will of God in transfiguring Creation, to make God’s name holy, to bring about the Kingdom here on Earth 
as it already exists in Heaven. 
 
Can we see a place in our lives where there is wilderness? Can we imagine God recreating it? Can our faith be 
renewed? Can our hearts be healed so that we might allow God’s love to move us into the world to be bread 
broken for others, servants to one another?  
 
Jude 17-25 
We can easily see parallels between Jude’s time and ours. There are those today who scoff at Biblical truth, 
turning away from the Scriptural teachings, embracing the ways of the world. Jude says, “But you, beloved, 
build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit….wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life. And convince some, who doubt; save some, by snatching them out of the fire; on some 
have mercy with fear…..”   
 
The closing words of Jude reverberate with hope and confidence. Jude closes his letter with a proclamation of 
Jesus Christ who will keep us faithful and unstained.  “Now to him who is able to keep you from falling and to 
present you without blemish before the presence of his glory…..be glory, majesty, dominion and authority…..”  
We will stand and not fall – we will be presented without blemish only through our Savior Jesus Christ! 
During this season of advent and for all times we are to keep our focus upon Jesus who came and promises that 
he will come again. The passage from Jude calls for us to keep ourselves in the love of God. There is a form of 
prayer called centering prayer. The following is a brief description of centering prayer: 
 

1. Choose a sacred word as the symbol of your intention to consent to God’s presence and action within. 
2. Sitting comfortably and with eyes closed, settle briefly and silently introduce the sacred word as the symbol of 

your consent to God’s presence and action within. 
3. When engaged with your thoughts (including body sensations, feelings, images, and reflections), return ever-so-

gently to the sacred word. 
4. At the end of the prayer period, remain in silence with eyes closed for a couple of minutes. 

Here’s a link to a website that more fully describes Centering Prayer. 
http://www.centeringprayer.com 
 

Judy Davis 
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December 14th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 42, Zechariah 8:1-17; Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34 
 
 
The scriptures for today speak to us as we write this in mid-September.  The Psalmist is looking for God, but is 
not finding him: “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  Where can I go and meet with God?” (v 2).  The 
world does seem disturbed and disturbing today, and it does seem we could cry out” Why have you forgotten 
me?” (v 9).  This is not really a good attitude as we look forward to Advent and Christmas! How can we put 
aside all the world’s problems and prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth? 
 
Let’s look at Zechariah 8.  My Bible (NIV) titles this scripture as “The Lord Promises to Bless Jerusalem.”  
Verses 14-17 give us hope and guidance: “This is what the Lord Almighty says….do not be afraid.  These are 
the things you are to do: speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; do 
not plot evil against each other, and do not love to swear falsely.  I hate all this, declares the Lord.” 
 
How about that advice as we prepare our hearts and minds for the Advent season? 
 
We don’t have kids at home any more, but we still put up an Advent calendar that Diane made many years ago.  
It is covered with 25 pockets to count the December days leading up to Christmas.  Each pocket holds a treat 
and scripture verse for the day to help calm and focus the kids on the meaning of the Christmas season.  Our 
boys looked forward to this every year and it did help us all prepare for the celebration of our Savior’s birth. 
 
We all need some “props” to guide us through our preparation and maybe these Advent thoughts can help serve 
that purpose. 
 
 
 

John and Diane Wilson 
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December 15th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19; 2 Samuel 7:1-7; Galatians 3:23-29  
 
Although our hearts may be filled with joy during Advent, we may find that we experience other emotions as 
well during this season.  
 
Like the Israelites in Psalm 80, we may be afraid. Here we find a plea for help based on the Israelites’ belief in 
God’s leadership in the past, but the prayer is offered in the midst of trouble when God’s help and salvation 
seem distant and unsure. We too may feel that God is distant and that his protection of our nation, our citizens, 
and our loved ones is unsure. We may find ourselves, like the Israelites, crying, “God, how long will you 
smolder like a volcano while your people call for fire and brimstone? You put us on a diet of tears, bucket after 
bucket of salty tears.” We may fear for the future of our country in times of political chaos, predictions of 
ecological disaster, and economic uncertainty.  
 
Like David, we may think we have it all figured out. We may think we have the right plan, a plan that will 
surely please God. Like David, we may be surprised to learn that God’s ways are not our ways. We may be 
surprised to learn that God has other plans for us than the ones we have so carefully arranged. Advent may be a 
time of surprise as we discover plans God has in mind for us.  
 
As we anticipate the coming of the Christ, we may realize once again with gratitude that we are no longer 
imprisoned and guarded under the law. We are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ we are all 
children of God through faith. We discern that our continued labeling of each other is a sign of our spiritual 
immaturity. Since Christ has come, we are no longer enslaved to those old divisions.  
 
We continue to call upon our Shepherd to protect and restore us. We rejoice with David and all Abraham’s 
offspring that God will never remove his gracious love. With Paul, we rejoice that all share fully and equally in 
the inheritance of God's promises and in the mission to which God has called us.  
 

 

Suzanne Sanford 
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December 16th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 2 Samuel 7:18-22; Galatians 4:1-7 
 
Paul is often difficult to understand, even when he wants to be uplifting. Not exactly the kind of writing we 
want as we draw near the manger bed. In Galatians he hopes to help us embrace—really live—the freedom that 
belonging to God brings. In this reading, the freedom theme is coupled with the deep connection that Jesus’ 
birth makes between us and God.  
 
Paul starts off with words about property and minors not being able to inherit, legal language that is not very 
emotionally moving to us, or at least not to me. He seems to be saying that once we were enslaved—not free--
unable to accept our inheritance, and so God waited, timing his gift for our benefit. Then he switches images 
and uses the term “adoption,” a very intimate image of a family adopting a baby. Most adopted children are told 
by their parents that they were chosen. The emphasis is on the idea of being picked out to be loved and 
cherished, brought into the family as fully as any child can be, or perhaps even more so since an active choice 
was made.  
 
We tend to read these words very strictly, examining them for meaning on a surface level. But Paul is talking 
about a genuine mystical bond between us and God. We are not very good at trusting mystical language, but I 
really think that’s what Paul wants for us: to see that Jesus’ birth as a human baby somehow makes a home for 
the Spirit of God in all our hearts.  
 
The Advent hymn Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus uses the phrase “born to reign in us forever” of Jesus. Paul 
is very fond of telling us that we are “in Christ.” It’s not just a notion—it’s a new reality, a state of being. With 
the birth of the human Christ child, Jesus’ Spirit comes into us and makes us God’s own children. And this in-
dwelling Christ is ever with us.  
 
We are expecting our first grandchild after Christmas (the due date is January 6th, Robert’s birthday!). I already 
know that, somehow, this baby girl is going to change all the relationships in my family forever, turning my son 
and his wife into parents, us into grandparents, our daughter into an aunt. We will see each other afresh and be 
bound to each other in new ways—forever. The birth of Christ does this for all of humankind. From Christmas 
on we are family.  
 

 

Catherine Taylor  
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December 17th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 2 Samuel 7:23-29; John 3:31-36 
 
 
“Restore us, O God; 

let your face shine, that we may  
be saved.”   (Psalm 80:3) 
 

 
“Therefore your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you… may it please you to bless the house of 
your servant, so that it may continue forever before you; for you, O Lord God, have spoken, and with your 
blessing shall the house of your servant be blessed forever.”  (2 Sam. 7:27-29) 
 
“The Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands.”  (John 3:35) 
 
 
It has taken a lifetime to be ready to practice meditation, but I am ready and I am practicing.  I especially like 
“Passage Meditation,” in which you select a passage that holds meaning for you, commit it to memory, and 
repeat it over and over again, like a mantra.  From the Scripture selections for today, I would choose one of the 
above brief passages to use for a meditation/quiet time.  Choose one…find a quiet place to sit…close your eyes 
or fix your gaze, and begin.  Take your time, savor the words, ponder their meaning.  Every experience is 
unique and holy, an opportunity to connect with the Spirit and light of God that shines within you.    

 
Prayer:  God of light and life, nudge me this day to pray, for I know you are calling me.  Amen.  
 

 

Jan McGilliard 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

I’m certainly not the first person to bring up the over-commercialization of Christmas. Nor am I the first to lament 
the de-emphasis, or even overlooking, of Advent. I suppose the hype and anticipation of Christmas has a certain relation 
to the waiting of Advent, but it just isn’t the same as when we were kids. It has become a “busy” time rather than a 
“waiting” time. I remember it getting harder and harder to wait as Christmas approached. This sense of growing 
anticipation is illustrated in the psalm for the day (Psalm 80). The psalm is divided into three sections, each of which ends 
with the same refrain. Well, almost the same. Here are the verses: 

 

4 Restore us, O God; 
       let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
       let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
       let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
 
The only difference among these verses is the way in which God is addressed. You can hear the increasing 

urgency as the title becomes longer and more formal. As the anticipation grows, so does God’s name. It’s almost as if the 
author is saying, “We need you to help us, O God. No, I mean we really need your help O God of hosts! Please, please, 
we’re really desperate here O LORD God of hosts!!” 
 
That reminds me of a story… 
 

When I was ten, all I wanted for Christmas was a Mattel® Vertibird Rescue Ship. It was a large coast guard ship 
with a helicopter that was attached to a cord and a remote control that would make it fly around in a circle. Hey, that was 
high tech at the time! (You can actually see a video of one in action at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOITtk-dktY) I 
was so anxious for Christmas to arrive to see if I would get it. The anticipation was just too much for me and I decided to 
go snooping in my parents’ bedroom to see if I could find any hidden presents. This ship was probably three feet long, so 
it wasn’t that easy to hide and, sure enough, I found it under their bed. Well, now I had spoiled the surprise on Christmas 
morning, and it really wasn’t any easier waiting for Christmas to arrive now that I knew I was getting what I wanted. It 
still got harder and harder to wait as the day grew closer. 

Christmas morning finally arrived, and in my little pile of presents there was a very long, thin, rectangular box. 
Even if I hadn’t snooped, it would have been obvious what it was! So in order to save the best for last (and maybe out of a 
little guilt for snooping), I was opening my other presents first. I unwrapped one box and inside was a remote control 
helicopter (I can’t remember the name of that one). When I saw it, I blurted out, “You mean I got this AND… 
uhhh…umm…” Busted! I tried to cover my mistake, but it was obvious that I had discovered the Vertibird before 
Christmas. We, too, have discovered “the gift” (Jesus) before Christmas. We, too, have gotten a sneak peek at the gift 
(during Jesus’ earthly life). May we, too, approach Advent with that same growing, joyful anticipation of receiving the 
gift (Jesus’ return) as we had as children. 
 

 

Jeffrey Anthony 
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December 19th, 2016 
Daily Readings: 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Genesis 17:15-22; Galatians 4:8-20 
 
For years, back in the 90s, Pete Seeger used to ask people at his concerts how they can say there is no hope. 
“Did you expect the Pentagon to have to leave Vietnam the way it did?" he would say. "No, I didn’t," everyone 
would answer. 
 
"Did you expect to see the Berlin Wall come down so peacefully the way it did?" "No, I really didn’t expect 
that." 
 
"Did you expect to see Nelson Mandela released from prison, apartheid abolished and Mandela head of South 
Africa?" "Never," they would say. 
 
"Well, if you [couldn't] predict those things, then don't be confident that you can predict there's no hope!”  I 
frequently think of this dialogue when I start to get seriously discouraged about the way of the world, or of my 
own life. 
 
This is very much like what God is saying to Abraham and Sarai (Sarah) in this passage.  “Don’t underestimate 
what I can do!” God says.  Even if the promises seem ludicrous, as they did to Abraham, we should not be 
limiting their possibilities by laughing or by giving up hope, nor should we be trying to help them along, as 
Abraham attempted to do by fathering Ishmael with Hagar after Sarah had not had a son.   
 
Hoping, trusting and waiting with patience – those are themes of Advent.   We wait as Sarah and Abraham 
waited, as Hannah waited, as Paul waited for “Christ’s life to become visible in [the] lives [of the Galatians]” 
(Gal. 4:19).   It is hard to be patient; we yearn for so many things that we are not competent ourselves to create.  
We want to grasp things rather than wait to see what God wants for us and what God will do.  
 
I find the truth in this every year as I prepare for Christmas.  I tend to want to recreate for myself and my family 
the warm feelings of past years rather than move through the season open to the new promises, the blessings 
that are unique to my life right now.  If I “do it right,” the “Christmas spirit” will come.  Trying to orchestrate 
our own happiness is the popular way to celebrate the season and to live out our lives. Then, when sadness or 
barrenness or hopelessness find their way in, we feel that we’re missing out on that spirit.  But here’s what this 
passage says to me:  Promises are gifts. They cannot be earned.  Situations of barrenness and hopelessness are 
the very places where God becomes flesh, where blessing can be found.  As Hannah says, in one translation of 1 
Samuel 2, God “rekindles burned-out lives with fresh hope”! 
 

 

Sarah Windes 
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December 20th, 2016 
Daily Readings: 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Genesis 21:1-21; Galatians 4:21-5:1 
 
 
What am I really waiting for at Advent?  The words of Hannah's hymn strike home, because I am surely one of 
those to be laid low by God: I am one of the privileged ones.  Am I really ready for God to turn things upside 
down? Will I cheerfully give up all that I have, even though I have it as a result of the accidents of birth and 
genetics?  
 
Isaac, son of Abraham and Sarah also occupies a position of privilege, a child of the Promise, or as we say it in 
our baptismal liturgy, a child of the Covenant.  Ismael is born to slavery and cast out into the desert, although 
his mother Hagar is also given a promise of founding a great nation. Tradition says that Ismael's descendants 
become the Arabs, the people of Islam.  And now the followers of Islam are cast in the role of our great enemy, 
replacing the Soviet Union of the Cold War years.  Yet these people too are the children of God's promise.  
 
Paul reminds me that true freedom for me can only be found in Christ Jesus, but I am not so sure I am really 
ready to be free and enslavement is always available, whether it be to the delights of western junk culture, 
things, or the sense of deserving. 
 
Rich, poor, slave, free, enemy, friend, citizen, alien, refugee, resident, in and out.  What will the world look like 
when all these categories which allow us to feel so comfortable, to know who we are, are all gone?  Because it 
seems to me that is the promise of Advent, the promise of this baby in the straw: God's kingdom will make all 
of us new in ways none of us can anticipate. 
 
 
Gracious God 
At this time of Advent give me hope in the kingdom 
And free me of my sinful grasp on things as they are. 
With your grace fill me with light and love for your creation 
And bring me home. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Robert Dean  
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December 21st, 2016 
Daily Readings: 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Genesis 37:2-11; Matthew 1:1-17 
 
I am overcome with thanks to God for all those men and women and children who have gone before us in 
history:  for all those in my own family, and especially for those named in the book of Matthew that led the way 
to Jesus. Jesus’ family genealogy is rich with story and faith.  I’ve never really thought much about my own 
family lineage until this past summer. 
 
On a sunny morning in late August this year my sisters and I, our husbands and some other family members 
gathered in a cemetery in Vestaburg, Michigan, to bury my parents’ ashes. The Williams’ family plot is in a 
shaded corner of this small town cemetery, which is located just a few miles from the farm where my dad grew 
up. In addition to the graves in this corner plot there is also two-sided granite stone that lists 20 generations of 
the Williams’ family going back to before 1606. My aunt and uncle had the stone erected after doing a lot of 
genealogical research in the1980’s on the Williams’ ancestors.  My uncle was to very proud to trace the family 
line so far back (with no internet to help him) and to have that stone monument put up that included his own 
name, and his son’s and his first grandson’s names. (Alas,there are no women’s names anywhere on that 
generational stone). 
 
I have to admit, the family monument didn’t mean much to me that day in August. Of course, I had other 
feelings and emotions going on that day.  I didn’t even pause to take a picture of the monument to remember it 
or to study it later.  Family trees and genealogy have never held much appeal for me so I guess it didn’t even 
occur to me.  It’s just not my “jam” as I’ve heard said.  Reading Jesus’ genealogy from the book of Matthew in 
years past has usually left me pretty cold as well. In my youth it always seemed like just a long list of names to 
slog through before you get to the good part, a Jesus’ birth story and the wise men.  
 
The funny thing is, when I received my readings for writing this devotional, the one that caught my attention 
first was Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus in Chapter 1. It immediately made me think of my parents and 
grandparents and that gray granite stone with all those Williams’ names listed on it.  I asked my sisters to send 
me their pictures of the stone in the cemetery and I studied all the names.  I also took time to really ponder the 
many names in Matthew’s genealogy and read some background about why certain names were included.  All 
those names became my prayers while I pondered this writing. 
 
I’m now filled a greater appreciation and sense of wonder at the genealogy in the book of Matthew.  How can I 
not be?  It leads to Jesus, the Messiah, the one promised, who came to save us from everything that separates us 
from God.  God is wonderfully faithful through all the generations of our families that have preceded us.  May 
we continue to know God’s grace and to follow in the way of Jesus that will lead the generations that follow us. 

 

Jama Hayes 
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December 22nd, 2016  
Daily Readings: Luke 1:46b-55; Isaiah 33:17-22; Revelation 22:6-7, 18-20 
 
The Luke scripture relates the story of Mary’s Magnificat, one of the great Christmas stories.  An enduring 
debate in the church over the centuries has been whether the virgin birth is an essential of the faith.  While, as a 
youth, I thought it was an idea critical to our faith, I have come to feel differently.  I understand the notion that 
Jesus cannot be the begotten Son of God if his father was Joseph.  However, I have come to think that it is just 
as plausible that God may have chosen Jesus to be his Son after Jesus was born.  This approach to Jesus’ 
divinity views the temptation of Christ in the wilderness as an event where Jesus struggled with his willingness 
to accept the role as Messiah, and God used the event to determine whether Jesus was the One who should be 
entrusted with the Messianic powers that Jesus later demonstrated. 
 
To me, the more important part of this story is Mary’s recognition that God has chosen her, a servant of God of 
modest human status, to be the mother of the Son of God.  God could have chosen a member of royalty or a 
woman of great public stature to be the Messiah’s mother.  By having Jesus born of an “ordinary” woman, God 
reminds us that great things can come from people whose backgrounds and earthly accomplishments are 
anything but extraordinary.  In his commentary on Luke, Justo Gonzalez puts it this way:  “Luke is letting us 
know … that the story he is about to tell … is of a great reversal in which the lowly are made high, the high are 
brought low, the hungry are filled with good things while the rich are sent away empty, the last become first, 
and the least become the greatest.”  But this is an ongoing process.  The results described by Justo Gonzalez are 
a work in progress.  May God give us the grace to be God’s agents in helping this progress endure. 
 
 

 

Jack Call 
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December 23rd, 2016 
Daily Readings: Luke 1:46b-55; 2 Samuel 7:18, 23-29; Galatians 3:6/14 
 
 Have you ever studied the gospels?  Have you meditated on passages from Matthew, Mark, Luke, or 
John?  Have you at least read these books, these accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus, whose birth we are 
about to celebrate? 
 If you have, you may have noted contrasts from one gospel to another.  This week, to encourage our 
devotion as we prepare for Christmas, we are focusing on Luke 1:46b-55, Mary’s “Magnificat”, as our gospel 
text.  There are six features of Luke’s gospel that I would like to highlight.  Each of them I find voiced in 
Mary’s wonderful song of praise, her hymn of thanksgiving for the child she would soon bear. 
 
Throughout the story Luke tells about Jesus we find emphasis on: 
    1.  The prominent role of women  
    2.  Concern for social outcasts 
    3.  Compassion for the poor 
    4.  Joy 
    5.  Prayer 
    6.  The Holy Spirit - setting the stage for Luke’s reporting in his Book of Acts on the power and guidance the     
Spirit provided in birthing and growing the church after Pentecost 
 
Here, then, is Mary’s song: 
 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,  

and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants forever. 

 
 Moved by the Spirit [both the pregnancy and the song], Mary rejoices!  Her hymn is a prayer of deep 
gratitude for what God was about to do for humanity, and for the incredible privilege awaiting her personally.  
God will take the side of the marginalized, and she will be the Messiah’s mother! - which means she will be the 
key influence on him, shaping his childhood as he matures toward his vocation. 

What a marvelous job she did!  As Luke tells us all through his gospel, Jesus demonstrated his concern 
for social outcasts and compassion for the poor again and again.  Lessons his mother undoubtedly taught him 
stuck!  The role of Mary in our faith as Protestants is often overlooked.  Now might be a good time to offer 
thanks to God for Mary, for our own mothers, and for other important women in our lives!  

Dave Snyder 
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Christmas Eve, December 24th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Luke 1:46b-55; Isaiah 60:1-6; Luke 1:67-80 
 
The anticipation is now at its peak. The countdown has come to an end. The final night is here. Tomorrow the 
Savior of the World will be brought into this world. In a stable, surrounded by the animals, a teenage mother 
will give birth to the “prophet of the Most High.” The one, Zechariah, being filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke 
this prophecy of:  
 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
But this is for tomorrow. Tonight, we see a woman and man of humble means unable to find a place to sleep. 
Tonight, we see a town unable to accommodate the woman with child and the husband who accompanies her. 
Tonight we see a couple of great faith who couldn’t have known what tomorrow would bring.  
 
But we do. We know. And just how marvelous is that? We know what happens tomorrow. We never have to 
doubt it. The Savior of all makes his grand entrance. Jesus comes to guide our feet into the way of peace. May 
we never forget the man and woman who trusted it to happen before they saw it. May our faith become that of 
Mary and Joseph, who, even in their distress of no place to stay, kept their faith in what was to come.  
 
 
 

 

Kendra Crabtree 
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Christmas Day, December 25th, 2016 
Daily Readings: Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:1-7, 8-20 
 
 
 
How well we know the story of this day! The shepherds, the angel, soon joined by a heavenly host announcing 
peace on earth. Then the trip to the manger bed and the animals around a silent mother with a baby in her arms.  
 
How long do you suppose that journey took, that walk under the stars to Bethlehem from the field where the 
shepherds heard the news? Minutes? Hours? All night? On this day all of us make that same journey whether 
we are aware of it or not.  
 
The first time I went to the manger I was a child, and the idea of the trip taking any time never entered my 
mind. First there were shepherds in a field, then angels, then the shepherds were simply there with baby Jesus, 
kneeling in the hay with smiles of adoration. Now that I’m older I savor the idea that we all make a sacred 
journey from words we love and almost know by heart, to what it really means to go and worship this tiny 
newborn king.   
 
Making the journey to the manger means taking time to savor that God chose helplessness to demonstrate the 
greatest power on earth—in the manger and on the cross. It means that God still chooses vulnerability over 
invincibility, innocence over scheming or manipulation, defenselessness over might, even when this choice 
means that helpless people suffer under the schemes of the powerful. It means we take part in God’s purposes 
best when we’re vulnerable and open ourselves.    
 
Approaching the manger with our defenses down means God can reveal new things to us. The struggles of 
hurting people at home and abroad look more like places where God will be found--all kinds of hurting, 
vulnerable people, the ones who appeal to us and the ones who don’t. The Holy just might startle us in new 
ways as we carry a vision of God arriving in shelled alleys or ghettos, forgotten out-buildings or camps. And if I 
want to know the joy of this morning, I need to see such desolate places with new eyes, not as forsaken but as 
God-filled, and waiting for me to come and kneel in wonder.    
 

 

Catherine Taylor 
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Weekly Advent 

Liturgy   

for the Home  
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Introduction 
The purpose of this guide is to help households get in touch with the spirit of Advent, to infuse deeper meaning 
into our preparations as we approach Christmas. Advent serves, in a sense, as our orientation to Christmas. 
Jumping straight to Christmas without observing Advent is thus a bit like starting a new school year or a new 
job responsibility without times of orientation to help us get ready and to better understand what is coming. 
Advent offers us an opportunity to orient our households and our lives toward the one whose birthday we 
celebrate.  
 

Using This Guide 
The season of Advent extends from four Sundays prior to Christmas through Christmas Eve. This guide 

is designed for you to use one “ceremony” each week with other members of your household, with a group of 
friends, or by yourself. You may choose to do the ceremonies at the traditional time, on Sundays, or any time 
once a week that suits your household. Gather around your Advent wreath, if you have one, for candle-lighting, 
or light other candles in your house or even “virtual” candles in your heart, as you do each week’s readings and 
activities. The pink candle is for the third week, and the white central candle is for Christmas Eve or Christmas 
Day.  

The first half of each set of readings, music and activities is designed to be intergenerational, with adults 
assisting non-readers. Choose a Bible translation that is appropriate, in vocabulary and style, for the members of 
your household. In addition to a Bible, you may want to have our church hymnal (all suggested songs will be 
found there) or a songbook on hand. In addition, see below for an additional idea for children throughout 
Advent.  

The second half of each set is a reflection meant more for adults and teens, with questions to think about 
or discuss in response. The reflection is based on the scripture passages for each week, which come from the 
lectionary and will be used in worship.  
 
 

Preparing a Manger for Jesus 
 
An additional idea for household with children: There is an old tradition which calls for children to make a 
small manger to receive the Christ babe on Christmas Eve. During the weeks before Christmas, children place a 
piece of straw in the manger each time they express kindness to one another as a gift to the Christ Child. On 
Christmas Eve, the manger is full of straw to welcome and comfort a tiny figure of the baby.  
 
Make a simple manger by gluing popsicle sticks together, or use a manger you already have as part of a nativity 
set. Gather some straw, dried grass or yellow yarn. Talk about how the manger is an object to remind us that we 
are preparing a larger dwelling place for Jesus in our hearts. Throughout Advent, when any person in the 
household does a kind deed, they should place a piece of straw in the manger. On Christmas Eve, place a figure 
of the baby in the manger.  
 
Material for the Advent Candle liturgy is adapted and excerpted from Whose Birthday Is It Anyway?, by Alternatives Press, 1993.  
- “Reflections” are excerpted from material written by Justo González. 
- Portions of candle-lighting services adapted from material written by Catherine González 
- Activities were adapted from material written by Jackie Smith. 
Additional material for the Advent Candle liturgy is by Sarah Windes. 
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First Week of Advent  
 
Lighting the candle (purple/blue candle)	
Reader: We light this first candle as a sign of our desire to prepare ourselves for Christmas. This candle 
reminds us of God’s promises for the future.  
 
Read Isaiah 63:16-64:8.  
 
Reader: We are gathered as God’s people, though these words from Isaiah sometimes describe us: “We have 
long been like those whom you do not rule, like those not called by your name” (63:19). How are we like those 
who do not believe God is indeed the ruler of our lives? When do we act as if we are not called by God’s name?  
 
Read Mark 13:32-37.  
 
Sing or Read “Watchman Tell Us of the Night” antiphonally (question and answer) as it was written to be 
sung: (T is the voice of the traveler. W is the voice of the watchman.) T: Watchman, tell us of the night, what 
its signs of promise are. W: Traveler, what a wondrous sight: see that glory-beaming star! T: Watchman, does 
its beauteous ray news of joy or hope foretell? W: Traveler, yes; it brings the day, promised day of Israel. If 
you have a hymnal, continue with the remaining verses this way.  
 
Prayer: O God, you are calling to us, calling us by your name, in the middle of the busyness of our lives and in 
the world around us. We turn to you with our fears about the future. Help us to trust your promises that the 
future is not in our hands, but in yours. Amen  
 
Reflection 

These are strange texts to be studying today. Just as everyone around us is beginning to celebrate, come 
these jarring texts — jarring, not so much in themselves, but because they seem to have nothing to do with the 
season. One speaks of the pain and hope of a people in exile, the other, about the ”second coming” of Jesus. 
What do these texts have to do with Advent? 	

The text from Isaiah speaks of the pain of exile. All that remains, in that hard place, is trust in God’s 
promises and in God’s final victory. The text in Mark reassures us that, no matter how painful the waiting way 
be, that victory shall surely come. These passages lead us to ponder the meaning of Christmas as the celebration 
of the future whose birth God has promised. 	

Nothing worries us as much as the future. Indeed, all worry is about the future. Is our job secure? Will 
we be able to afford our children’s education? Will our resources last through our retirement? Will we be able 
to save the environment before it is too late? Will the turkey be too dry? Will Uncle Joe like the present we got 
for him?  

What we see in these passages is that, after all, the future is not in our hands. We have a responsibility, 
yes, like the door- keeper in the text from Mark. We must not continue polluting the earth, for we are like the 
doorkeeper who will have to render an account. We must still study for exams, save for retirement, and thaw the 
turkey. However, no matter how much we shore up for the future, or prepare against it, the future is not ours. It 
is God’s. And, even though we might not think so now, that is a word of joy and of hope!  
 
Questions to ponder 

• What concerns or worries about the future guide our present activities?   
• In seeking to shore up for our future, are we making the present more difficult for others?   
• Would our present be different if we really believed our future lies in the Reign of God?  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Second Week of Advent  
 
Lighting the candles (purple/blue candle)	
Reader: We relight the first candle as a sign of God’s promises for the future. We light this second candle as 
a reminder of comfort in God’s promise.  
 
Read Mark 1:1-8.  
 
Reader: John the Baptist echoes the words of Isaiah: “Prepare the way of the Lord.” We prepare the way by  
repentance – turning away from injustice and from doing things we know are wrong. This turning away 
prepares us for God’s coming among us with forgiveness and with a joyful new beginning.  
 
Read Isaiah 40:1-11, (optional vs. 28-31). Sing or Read the first verse of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” or 
all verses of “Comfort, Comfort Now My People.” 	
 
Discuss and Decide: What does comfort mean? A central way God’s comfort is given to those in need is 
through other people who show God’s love. Name some persons you can share comfort with – homebound 
folks, people who are ill or who are grieving, homeless persons, newcomers, international students away from 
home, etc. Make plans for at least one “comfort” visit this week. Consider taking cookies, photos, tree 
ornaments, or a homemade gift.  
 
Prayer: O God, in this Advent season, turn us from our own ways to your way. Help us to know your desire for 
comfort and for good for all of creation. Amen  
 
Reflection 

These texts are more familiar ones during Advent, because they more directly have to do with the 
coming of Jesus. Mark does not include any stories of the Nativity, but instead Mark looks at John the Baptist, 
the one whose preaching opened the way for the ministry of Jesus. Therefore, as we read about John, we 
immediately look forward to Jesus himself.  

John the Baptist does not speak, however, of a sweet baby in a manger. He speaks, rather, of one who 
demands repentance, which means to think and act differently, not just because one is sorry for the past, or 
because one has learned a lesson, but because one’s mind, one’s very life, is different.  
The reading from Isaiah is a passage of comfort and joy, of “speak[ing] tenderly to Jerusalem.” Yet this is not a 
romantic tenderness. It is a tenderness that takes into account life’s pain and futility. All people are like grass 
that withers or like flowers that fade, “but the word of our God will stand forever.” The prophet’s word of 
comfort is based on God’s faithfulness.  

Even in the midst of exile, where all around there is pain and suffering, God speaks a word of comfort. 
This, too, is a call to repentance, to a change of mind, to listen to the joyful tune of God rather than the dreary 
tunes of the world.  
 
Questions to ponder 

• “Comfort,” says the prophet. “Comfort,” promises the TV commercial. Does the word mean the same thing in 
both contexts? What sort of “comfort” do we really seek and need? What concrete examples can you think of 
for each kind of comfort?   

• Are these two kinds of “comfort” compatible? Are they mutually exclusive?   
• What can we do this Advent season to comfort the people around us?  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Third Week of Advent 
Lighting the candles (pink candle) 	
Reader: We relight the first candle as a sign of God’s promises for the future. We relight the second candle as 
a symbol of comfort. We light the third candle to signify the deep joy in Christmas.  
 
Read Isaiah 61:1-3, 8-11.  
 
Reader: Advent brings the joyful message that we can look to the future with joy, even if we thought life was 
over for us. Sometimes we may find ourselves to be the ones who need the message of joy and hope. Sometimes 
we may find ourselves to be the ones who need to bring this message to others. Who do you find yourself to be? 
In what ways do you/we feel discouraged and need hope? To whom can you/we try to bring hope and joy?  
 
Read John 1: 6-8, (optional – vs. 19-28) Sing or Read “People Look East,” especially verses 2, 3, 5, or “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem,” especially verses 1, 4.  
 
Discuss: Ask each person to make a list of several Christmas activities you have experienced that made you 
happy, that brought a deep and lasting joy. How did each activity enhance your Christmas celebrations? Which 
ones are more in keeping with the “true light” and joy of the season, bringing “good news” and “release” to 
others and kindness to the earth?   
 
Prayer: O God, in this Advent season, give us hope in our despair; in our sadness, give us joy. Let us, like 
John, be witnesses to the light in a world that has so little real joy and hope. Amen  
 
Reflection 

As Christians, sometimes we are so incensed at the commercialization of Christmas that we miss its joy. 
It is true that there is much in the modern celebration of Christmas that is contrary to the very message of Jesus. 
It is important to be reminded that as we approach Christmas, we move toward increasing joy. Christmas is a 
time of joy, not because we receive and give gifts, or because we get to eat our favorite food, or even because 
we do things that are supposed to make us happy, but because in it humankind’s deepest yearning are fulfilled. 
As the old hymn says of the little town of Bethlehem, “the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 
tonight.”  

The problem with much of our consumerism is not just that it shifts attention away from religious 
celebrations; the problem is also and foremost that our consumerism shifts attention from those for whom this 
celebration should be good news: the poor, the oppressed, the captive and the mournful. Instead of announcing 
good news to those who most need it, this so-called “Christmas” announces good news to those who "have 
everything.”  

Despite our life circumstances, we have reason to rejoice. We rejoice because, even now when all 
around us seems to be cheap glitter and empty sentimentalism, the God who gave us Jesus is still the God who 
loves justice and hates robbery and wrongdoing. This is the same God whose word remains after the grass 
withers, the flowers fade, and the Christmas tree is thrown on the trash heap.  
 
Questions to ponder 

• How can we show the deep joy of Christmas, while at the same time rejecting the commercialization and 
fanfare surrounding it?   

• Recall a fond Christmas memory, one which called for a deep rejoicing and prepared your heart for a fuller 
response to Christ in your life. How can you experience and share that feeling today?   



	 37	

Fourth Week of Advent 
Lighting the candles (purple/blue candle)	
Reader: We relight the first candle as a sign of God’s promises for the future. We relight the second candle as 
a symbol of comfort. We relight the third candle to signify the deep joy in Christmas. We light this fourth 
candle to represent God’s supreme surprise!  
 
Read 2 Samuel: 1-13. Reader: What will the future look like? We never really know exactly what any new 
beginning will lead to – that is why it is really new, just as we do not know what sort of person a baby will turn 
out to be before it is born. If we try to control the future, we will probably make it more like the past than we 
realize, as King David would have inevitably done had he built a house for God. God can and does bring us a 
truly new future; that is the promise given to us at Christmas.  
 
Read Luke 1:26-38. Sing or Read the words to “No Wind at the Window,” or “Who  
Would Think that What Was Needed,” or sing “What Child is This?”  
 
Discuss: How have you been surprised by friends, family members, yourself or God (not just at Christmas, but 
any time)? Draw a picture or write a poem about one surprise. How can we be open to ways God might surprise 
us this Christmas?  
 
Prayer: O God, may the preparations we have made help us to be open to the supreme surprise you have 
brought into the world. May our lives be a blessing to others, in the name of Jesus. Amen  
 
Reflection 

Are you ready for Christmas? As Christmas approaches, we try to get everything ready. We have only a 
few days left to make sure that the gifts are all wrapped, the turkey in the freezer, the pies baked. If we plan 
right, there will be no surprises. As the commercial for a hotel chain once said, “the best surprise is no 
surprise.”  

If that is the case, we are not really ready for Christmas, for Christmas is God’s supreme surprise! In 
Luke 1, Mary is not ready. She is not physically ready, obviously, but she is also not emotionally ready, since 
her plans for the immediate future did not include a child. She is genuinely surprised. As a response to her 
puzzlement, the angel offers another surprise: “your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son.” 
And much to her credit, Mary finds the strength to reply: “Here I am, the servant of God; let it be with me 
according to your word.”  

And in 2 Samuel, David, the great king, saw his plans to build a house for God cast aside by God’s 
surprise!  

When we put together the two texts, the surprise is even more striking: the promise made to David will 
now be realized in the unplanned and unexpected child conceived by an unmarried woman in Galilee!  

And still we do not learn the lesson. We keep trying to box God in. No surprises, please! But, what if 
God chooses to surprise us this Christmas? What if, as we go about our chores, the word of God comes to us, 
“Greetings, favored one! God is with you”? What if we discover a new challenge to be met? What is God calls 
us to a new obedience? What if?  
 
Questions to ponder 

• Do we believe that God still surprises people with unexpected tasks? Can you think of an example?   
• Are we really willing to be surprised by God, or do we prefer to have a predictable god, one who only does 

what we expect?  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Christmas Eve/Christmas Day 
 
Lighting the candles (white candle)	
Reader: We relight the four Advent candles as signs of God’s promises, comfort, deep joy, and surprise. We 
light the center Christ candle as a sign that the Messiah is born.  
 
Read Isaiah 9:2-7 and John 1: 10-18.  
 
Reader: We celebrate today because Jesus came to be one of us, to live with us in this life of difficult choices 
and confusing relationships, to share our anguish about our guilt and the ways we have failed. “He came to his 
own,” John says. This means that everything is his own: we ourselves, and the world around us. Even those gifts 
we give each other really belong to him. What does this say about our gift-giving and gift-receiving?  
 
Read Luke 2:1-20. Gather around your nativity set, if you have one, and touch the figures as you slowly 
tell/read the story. If you can find the following items, pass them around as you read aloud: pieces of straw, 
rough wood, burlap, wooly material (representing the sheep), bands of cloth and a baby doll to swaddle in the 
bands of cloth.  
If you have been filling a manger with straw (activity on back page), gather around it and talk about ways you 
have prepared for Jesus. Place the figure of the baby in the manger.  
 
Sing “Love Has Come” (to the tune of “Bring a Torch”) and/or your favorite carol that expresses what 
Christmas means for you.  
 
Prayer: We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell. O come to us; abide with us, our Lord 
Emmanuel. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 


