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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

This little booklet includes descriptions of BPC’s many ministries, all of which have the same purpose:  to 

demonstrate the Good News of life together in Christ. Here you will find ministries of hospitality, direct service, 

education, fellowship, and worship.  

 

Some ministry teams meet regularly to plan and direct their work, and would welcome new members. If brain-

storming or administration is your gift, you might want to join such a team. Contact information can be found 

inside. Other opportunities are one-time events offered by a ministry during the year. Activities that are time-

limited can be a good way to step in and identify ways to serve.  

 

Let this tool be a gift and guide as you discern how you will share your time and talents in our family of 

disciples. There is a form on the homepage of the church website, blacksburgpres.org, where you can indicate 

your interests.  

 

 

Yours in grace, 
 

The Stewardship Ministry 

  



 

 

Adult Education 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight. –Philippians 1:9 

 

 

Adult Education offers classes and gatherings that help adults grow in faith and the knowledge of God. Areas of 

study such as theology, spirituality, social justice and personal enrichment are offered through coordinated 

activities that include: 

- Sunday School classes 

- Weekday Bible studies 

- Seminars during Vacation Bible School  

- Occasional all-church family retreats 

- The Smyth Lecture series 

- Support of the church library  

We welcome new class facilitators and ideas for topics. 

 

 
 

Buildings and Grounds 
Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on a rock. The rains fell, the 

floods came, and the winds blew, and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. –Matthew 7:24-25 

 

This ministry maintains a safe, functional, and efficient building from which to serve Christ, surrounded by 

safe, child- and wildlife-friendly grounds that evoke his peace. A Building Team addresses issues concerning 

the BPC building. Activities include timely response to unplanned maintenance needs, scheduling and oversight 

of routine maintenance, and long-term facilities planning. Outside a Grounds Team oversees the maintenance 

of the church grounds, including lawn care, landscaping, playground and parking lot maintenance and snow 

removal. Many of these activities are contracted to local service providers, with the contracts issued and 

overseen by the ministry.  

 

Volunteers open the church on Sundays. Typically, a ministry member or other volunteer will agree to open 

the church for one month during the calendar year. Work Days for inside and outside cleaning, simple 

maintenance, spreading mulch and other tasks are scheduled as needed.  

 

The Creation Care Team nurtures BPC’s relationship with creation by promoting recycling and maintaining 

earth-friendly and wildlife-friendly grounds, plus a host of other learning and worship activities.    

  



 

Children’s Ministry 
Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these  

that the kingdom of heaven belongs.  Matthew 19:13-14 

 

Children’s Ministry helps children and families love God, love one another, and show that love through care for 

one another.  

 

Love God –Teachers and mentors share God’s love through Bible study and Sunday school activities, and 

during intergenerational VBS and retreats. The children’s choir, Joyful Noise, helps lead worship through 

music. Curricula is coordinated with the Church Year and regularly re-evaluated. 

 

Love One Another –Being in community enhances our faith. The Children’s Ministry sponsors fellowship 

events such as Rally Day, a Fall festival, a gingerbread-house-decorating potluck dinner at Christmas, a game or 

movie night in the winter and an Easter egg hunt.  

 

Care for One Another –BPC children learn and practice caring through activities such as collecting food and 

other items for BPC mission partners, washing toys in the church nursery, writing cards for homebound 

individuals, assembling goodie bags for homeless men with To Our House, or cleaning and stocking the pew 

racks. 

 

Teachers, mentors, cooks, shepherds, care-givers and service-project leaders are always needed. 

 

 

Community Ministry 
Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me. – Matthew 25:40 

 

BPC’s financial support for local area helping agencies is managed by this ministry, which meets throughout 

the year and gets involved in many projects as new needs arise. This ministry currently provides ongoing 

financial support to the Blacksburg Refugee Project, and regularly seeks grants from BPC’s MANNA Team, 

which assembles each spring to distribute the income from BPC’s general endowment fund to outside 

endeavors.   

 

Ongoing projects include Caring for the Community volunteers, who counsel people facing economic, social 

or personal difficulties, help them navigate area social services, and learn budgeting skills. Based on face to face 

encounters, we sometimes give direct financial assistance from the Deacon’s Fund. The goal is to assist people 

to choose actions they can take to increase their self-sufficiency. All calls to the church for financial help are 

directed to Caring for the Community volunteers. 

 

To Our House (TOH) is a temporary thermal shelter for the homeless. During the winter months we and other 

area congregations offer meals, laundry service, and overnight housing to homeless men and women on a 

rotating basis.  This effort requires drivers (commercial license required), cooks, folks to do laundry at home, 

early evening hosts and hosts who can spend the night.  The Baby Shop, where eligible families can “shop” for 

free clothing, toys, diapers and supplies for children from infancy through age five is staffed by BPC volunteers 

on a weekly basis. 

  



Congregational Care 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all 

people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. –John 13:34-3 

 

Congregational Care serves people coping with illness, bereavement, difficult life transitions, and other special 

needs in a variety of ways:  

 

Casserole Care – Making a meal for those who need temporary help. Some cook while others pick up 

something at the grocery store.  

 

Designated Drivers – Provide Sunday morning transportation and occasional rides on weekdays to church 

activities or medical appointments. 

 

Memorial Service Receptions –Teams coordinate food from volunteers and arrange receptions where grieving 

families can greet friends after a funeral or memorial service.  

 

Prayer Care – Join others on Tuesday mornings at 11am in the Prayer Room to offer corporate and individual 

prayer, or pray privately at home. 

 

Deacons –People who feel a particular calling to the ministry of visitation are elected and ordained by the 

congregation. Deacons make regular visits to home-centered or ill members to listen and pray. Training in 

visitation, prayer, confidentiality, and maintaining good boundaries is provided by the pastor.   

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship and Hospitality Ministry 
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that   

some have entertained angels without knowing it. –Hebrews 13:2 

 

This ministry team helps with various events throughout the year, ensuring that all receive Christ’s welcome. 

They partner with other ministries to host meals and organize stand-alone events including dinners and 

gatherings at church and, at times, group meals in individual homes. Those skilled at arranging welcoming 

spaces, set-up, cooking, or clean-up are encouraged to volunteer. 

  



Membership Ministry 
For just as the body is one and has many members and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ –

Corinthians 12:12 

 

Membership welcomes newcomers and helps them make connections at BPC as they greet new faces to 

worship. Bread is delivered to those who give us a local address. Maintaining up-to-date nametags helps 

everyone learn names. This ministry team also maintains visitor contact information. Newcomer gatherings 

are held to build connections. These gatherings are a relaxed time of fellowship and learning that include long-

time members who offer friendship and answer questions about the work of the church.  

 

 

Men of the Reformed Church 
I myself feel confident about you, my brothers, that you, yourselves, are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to 

instruct one another.  – Romans 15:14 

 

This loosely-organized association of church men provides a variety of services to the church and community. 

They prepare church-wide breakfasts in the seasons of Advent and Easter, provide transportation for medical 

appointments or other needs, meet for bible study on an occasional basis, and wrangle the Chrismon Tree into 

submission each Advent.   

 

The Woodchucks work with Montgomery County Emergency Assistance, to deliver firewood each year to 

those who cannot afford fuel to stay warm in the winter. This ministry takes place 2 days a week and involves 

collecting, splitting and delivering firewood. Any woman wanting to join the Woodchuck team is welcome. 

 

Music Ministry 
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! –Psalm 95:1 

 

Music expresses what cannot be conveyed in words. All who sing or play are invited and encouraged to offer 

that gift through any of several ensembles. The Adult Choir welcomes singers from age 14–99. Rehearsals take 

place weekly on Wednesday from 7-8:30pm in the choir room and at 10am on Sunday mornings. The ability to 

read music is helpful but not necessary. The Handbell Choir is open to all youth and adults, with any or no 

previous experience. Rehearsals are held weekly on Wednesdays from 6-7pm. Joyful Noise Children’s Choir is 

offered for K-5th graders on Sundays at the end of the Sunday School hour from 10-10:20am. Those who play a 

musical instrument are encouraged to offer that gift for worship in ensembles or solos.  Those unable to 

commit to regular music rehearsals may join one of the choirs for special seasonal music at Christmas or Easter.  

 

 

 

  



Peace, Justice and Global Mission  
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

– Micah 6:8 

 

The PJGM ministry mission statement is: “As disciples of Jesus Christ we live out our faith by siding with the 

world’s less fortunate by participating in global mission and advocating against violence and injustice.” The 

ministry engages with the with peace and justice programs of the PC(USA) and its agencies. Team members 

administrate BPC’s relationship with The Malawi Partnership; CEDEPCA; PC(USA) mission Coworkers in 

Bangladesh and Guatemala, and coordinates special PC(USA) offerings, and the Cents-ability anti-hunger 

program.  

 

 

Personnel Ministry 
Pay to all what is due them--taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to 

whom honor is due. – Romans 13:7 

 

BPC seeks to be a workplace that is conducive to personal and professional growth, where employees thrive as 

they seek to do well the work to which they have been called. The Personnel Ministry supports the staff in 

accomplishing this vision, offering regular evaluation and financial support for professional seminars, 

conferences and workshops. The ministry also oversees the submission of required forms to the denomination 

and the Board of Pensions. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Presbyterian Women 
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to nurture our faith through 

prayer and Bible study, to support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace, and to build an inclusive, 

caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom. 

(Presbyterian Women, Statement of Purpose). 

 

PW supports a variety of benevolences at the local, Presbytery, Synod, and global level. These include Head 

Start, the Free Clinic, Women’s Resource Center, Micah’s Backpack, Valley Interfaith Childcare Center, 

Sunnyside, Massanetta, Children’s Home of the Highland and more.  

 

PW is open to all women in the church and offers Winterlude, a retreat for all women in the congregation each 

year in February. There are currently three PW Circles that meet for monthly fellowship and study: Lydia 

Circle, in the early afternoon in Fellowship Hall on the first Monday; Hildegard Circle, in a home for an 

evening meal on the second Monday, and Faith Circle, after dinner in a home on the second Wednesday.   

  



Stewardship Ministry  
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. – 1 Peter 4:10 

 

The Stewardship ministry challenges the congregation to contemplate their financial resources and prayerfully 

consider what they can give to support the church and its many programs. In like manner, this ministry helps 

disciples reflect on individual gifts and talents and how to share them with others. 

 

Each fall the team plans and executes the annual stewardship campaign, the goal of which is to foster cheerful 

giving from the congregation.  

 

University Ministry 
Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, 

in love, in faith and in purity.  —1 Timothy 4:12 

 

University Ministry shows Christ’s love to all Presbyterian students at Virginia Tech and to our own BPC 

students who attend college away from home. At Tech the ministry supports UKirk, the PC(USA) campus 

ministry program through membership and administration of the UKirk Board of Directors, in partnership 

with three other local Presbyterian congregations. 

 

Once a month BPC volunteers Feed the Flock, providing a home-cooked meal for students one Tuesday night a 

month.  We also stock the UKirk kitchen with exam snacks and Care Packages for studying students. Care 

packages are also put together to send to BPC students away at other colleges throughout the year.   

 

 

 

Worship Ministry 
Praise the Lord all ye nations! Extol God, all ye peoples! For great is God’s steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord 

endures forever. Praise the Lord! –Psalm 117 

 

In partnership with the pastors and music director, the Worship ministry designs meaningful congregational 

worship in keeping with the season of the Church Year. Ushers and Greeters are needed for every service.  

Liturgists serve on a rotating basis. The Flower Guild designs special flower arrangements on request.  

Liturgical banners, Westminster Hall Art exhibits, forums for the artists, and occasional workshops are 

coordinated by the Arts Committee.    

  



Youth Ministry 
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.  —Psalm 25:5 

 

Works with 6th-12th grade students to nurture their faith, help them participate in the life of the church, serve the 

local and wider community and build community among themselves.  

 

Youth Group meets on Sunday nights at BPC from 5:30 - 7:30pm unless otherwise stated.  

 

Sunday School is split up middle and high school. These groups meet during the Sunday School hour weekly.  

 

Retreats for confirmation, mid and high retreat and mid and high summer conferences occur annually.  

 

Serving Others through the CROP Walk, VBS, mission trips (local, national and international). 

 

Building Community with fellowship activities such as lock-ins, Sunday hikes, movie nights, and other 

intergenerational events.  

 

Sunday School teachers, confirmand mentors, youth advisors, cooks and chaperones are needed to help 

guide our youth.  

  



Staff Contacts 
 

Pastor—Catherine Taylor 

  Catherine@blacksburgpres.org 

Music Director—Steve Lawrence 

  Steve@blacksburgpres.org 

Director of Communications and Church Life – Kendra Crabtree 

  Kendra@blacksburgpres.org 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries—Susan Hunter 

  SusanH@blacksburgpres.org 

Office Administrator—Sherry Ingham 

  Sherry@blacksburgpres.org 

Sexton—Viola Howery 

 

Ministry Contacts 
 

Adult Education   

  AdultEd@blacksburgpres.org 

Buildings and Grounds Ministry 

  Buildingsandgrounds@blacksburgpres.org 

Children’s Ministry  

  Children@blacksburgpres.org 

Community Ministry  

  Communityministry@blacksburgpres.org 

Congregational Care Ministry  

  Congregationalcare@blacksburgpres.org 

Endowment/Manna Ministry  

  Endowment@blacksburgpres.org 

Fellowship/Hospitality Ministry 

  Fellowship@blacksburgpres.org 

Membership Ministry  

  Membership@blacksburgpres.org 

Peace, Justice, and Global Mission 

  PJGM@blacksburgpres.org 

Personnel Ministry  

  Personnel@blacksburgpres.org 

Stewardship Ministry 

  Stewardship@blacksburgpres.org 

University Ministry  

  University@blacksburgpres.org 

Worship Ministry  

  Worship@blacksburgpres.org 

Youth Ministry  

  Youth@blacksburgpres.org



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

701 Church Street SE 

Blacksburg, VA 24060-5213 

Located at the corner of Church and Eakin Streets 

540-552-2504 

Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org 

www.blacksburgpres.org 
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