
Highlights of January Session Meeting 

 

• Session approved a recommendation from the Equipping Team to proceed 

with a visioning process this year.   

• Session approved a 2017 budget for $563,743.  The budget will be shared 

with the congregation at the annual church meeting on February 5. 

• Session received a report from Buildings and Grounds Ministry about a 

capital project to renovate and update the kitchen.  The session agreed 

that the Ministry should develop plans and solicit bids for completion of 

this work. 

• Session gave the youth permission to solicit contributions for the Souper 

Bowl after worship on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5. 

• Session approved the display on the church lawn of a donated banner 

welcoming immigrants and refugees. 

 

 



February Session Meeting Highlights 

 

• Accepted Christopher and Heather Gentry into membership.  Their three 

children – Reed, Jackson, and Ella – are on the baptized rolls 

• The youth were authorized to serve communion on Youth Sunday, April 2, 

2017 

• Boy Scouts were given permission to sell popcorn in the gathering space  

• Efforts are underway to produce a banner welcoming immigrants and 

refugees for display on church property 

 

 

 

 

 



March Session Meeting Highlights 

 

• Approved a closed circuit television system for the church building 

• Approved a proposal from the Endowment Committee for distributions to the 

Malawi Committee, CEDEPCA, Valley Interfaith Child Care Center, Micah’s Caring 

Ministries, To Our House, New River Family Shelter, and UKirk 

• Considered a proposal from Building and Grounds Ministry for purchase of new 

church management software.  No action was taken 

• Building and Grounds Ministry presented a list of needed projects concerning the 

church building.  Session will prioritize the projects in the next few weeks 

• Approved the baptism of Brynn Kinsley Stewart 

• Approved the ordination of Kendra Crabtree as a Ruling Elder 

• Approved a proposal for a new preschool enrichment class, under the leadership of 

Natalie Rascher 

 



April 2017 Session Meeting Highlights 

 

• The congregation elected Heather Polikoff, Jimmy Ritter, Jen Stewart, Andrew Warren, and Diane Wilson as 

the 2020 class of ruling elders by acclamation at a called meeting. 

• The congregation elected Bill Neely and Deb Call as the 2020 class of deacons by acclamation at a called 

meeting. 

• Session confirmed the examination of confirmands Joey Zobel, Jonathan Anthony, Zach Schwartzwelder, 

Jesse Parson, and Frank Thompson. 

• A report from Children’s Ministry on plans for an Adaptive Playground adjacent to the existing playgrounds 

was presented and accepted without objection.  The plans were developed by Boy Scout Troop 44 as a 

service project for the church and will be constructed at no expense to the church. 

• Erica Slagel-Perry, Sandra Parson, and Donald (Mac) McCloud were accepted as new members. 

• Session approved a request from Presbytery of the Peaks to host a presbytery meeting on Thursday, 

November 16, 2017. 

• Session approved a Manna Team recommendation to distribute endowment income in 2017 as follows: 

Malawi Ministry - $12,000; CDEPCA - $8,000; To Our House - $4,500; Micah’s Ministries - $2,000; Valley 

Interfaith Child Care Center - $2,000; New River Family Shelter - $7,000; and UKirk - $4,500. 

• Session approved a Building and Grounds Ministry recommendation to purchase Church Community 

Builder software. 

• BPC will have an intern from UKirk (funded by a Lilly Foundation grant) from June through December.  



The Session did not meet in May. 

  



June 2017 Session Meeting Highlights 

 

• Approved a Manna Team 3-year grant of $24,000 to assist a new program in the NRV, 

Facilitating a Successful Transition (FAST).  The program is designed to assist newly-

released inmates re-integrate into society and find jobs, housing, and transportation. 

• Approved an Endowment Committee recommendation to award $2,000 to Mulanje 

Mission Hospital for purchase of a solar hot water heater.  Approved deferral of a 

previously approved $6,000 nursing training award for the hospital because the student 

selected for the nursing training was unable to begin August 2016 and will begin August 

2017 instead. 

• Approved an Endowment Committee recommendation that $13,000 be awarded to 

UKirk Campus Ministry to fund an internship position.  Also approved a 

recommendation from that committee that UKirk be asked to return $10,000 that they 

were given last year for the same purpose.  An intern was not hired last year due to 

insufficient applications. 

• Approved a motion from Membership Ministry to purchase new name tags that are 

designed to be more user friendly.  They will have magnetic backing that will permit 

storage on a smaller board and will allow removal of the wood panels that currently 

hold name tags. 



The Session did not meet in July. 

  



August 2017 Session Meeting Highlights 

 

• Confirmed Heather Polikoff, Jimmy Ritter, Jen Stewart, and Kendra Crabtree as elders after 

hearing their faith stories and examining them. 

• Approved 2017-18 Sunday School Curriculum. 

• Received presentation from Shelley Fortier of Habitat for Humanity concerning plans for 

proceeding with possible construction of seven or eight low-cost housing units on the lots 

owned by BPC across from the church parking lot.  Approved development of a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MOU) by Habitat that would describe the roles of Habitat and BPC in 

presenting a re-zoning request to town officials.  The MOU will be reviewed by session at its 

September meeting. 

• Approved a Manna Team 3-year grant of $24,000 to the Access to Community College 

Education (ACCE) in Montgomery County program. 

• Jeffrey Anthony appeared before session to announce that he has accepted a full-time 

position as Director of Music at Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Carefree, Arizona.  Jeffrey 

expressed gratitude to the BPC congregation for restoring his faith in his “sense of call” and 

indicated that the decision to accept this new position was a difficult one.  Session expressed 

its gratitude to Jeffrey for all his work at BPC. 

 



September 2017 Session Meeting Highlights 

 

• Received treasurer’s report.  Church is just where it should be at this 

time of the year with regard to both income and budget expenditures. 

• Received report about procedure for transferring the property across 

the street from the parking lot to Habitat for Humanity.  A request for 

permission to transfer the property has been submitted to the 

Presbytery Board of Trustees.  It will probably be on the agenda at the 

November Presbytery meeting (which will be hosted by BPC). 

• Approved Memorandum of Understanding with Habitat for Humanity 

concerning the property across the street. 

• Approved John Philip Newell as Smyth Lecturer in 2018. 

 

 



October 2017 Session Meeting Highlights 
 

• Opened with the prayer and the sharing of God-sightings in our lives since the last meeting. 

• Received report about the 2018 Stewardship Campaign.  Theme is John Calvin’s motto 

“Everything to the Glory of God” and also emphasizes the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation this year. Pledges will be received on November 5. 

• Approved Dave Snyder to preach on November 12. 

• Discussed plans for hosting the Presbytery meeting at BPC on November 16 and the need for 

volunteers to help that day with parking, greeting, the sale of lunch tickets, serving 

refreshments and lunch, and serving as floaters to help people navigate the building.  

• Received report from Building and Grounds Ministry. 

o Estimate for work to upgrade kitchen facilities is less than the amount that has been 

donated (and earmarked) for the project.  No structural changes in kitchen are planned. 

The table in the middle of the kitchen will be re-configured. 

o Possible purchase of mats to cover the sanctuary tile in front of pews is being explored. 

o A White Fringe tree has been planted near the area of the tree that was removed 

(between the back church entrance and parking lot). 

• A volunteer will be needed to replace Jan Mathes as Key Volunteer for To Our House this 

winter. 

• The meeting closed with prayer after the sharing of celebrations and concerns. 



November 2017 Session Meeting Highlights 

• Opened with the prayer and the sharing of God-sightings in our lives since the last meeting. 

• Received report about the 2018 Stewardship Campaign.  To date, 97 pledges, totaling $435,540.00 have been 

received.  Of those pledges, 86 came from persons who also pledged in 2017.  Their 2018 pledges were 1.59% 

higher than their 2017 pledges.  Based on last year’s campaign, it is reasonable to expect about 40 more pledges.  

Those pledges may well enable us to reach our goal of meeting our anticipated 2018 budget.   

• Catherine reported on the positive discussion on November 19 during the Sunday School hour of the SHIFT small 

group members.  Jen Stewart reported that in January, Catherine will lead a study of the Reformation.  SHIFT small 

groups will be given the opportunity to continue with a Reformation study or a Bible study.  

• Motion made and passed unanimously to permit Faith Circle to publicize and solicit donations for health kits to be 

distributed to children attending the Head Start program at BPC. 

• Andrew Warren reported on the present status of the Habitat for Humanity proposal for development of the 

church-owned lots across the street from the church parking lot.  (Donation of those lots to Habitat for Humanity 

by BPC was approved at the November 16 Presbytery meeting).  Andrew distributed a packet that showed two 

proposals (which will form the basis for Habitat’s request to the town for a zoning change).  BPC has been asked to 

indicate which of the two proposals it favors.  The two proposals differ primarily on how storm water run-off will be 

handled.  One proposal would divert storm water run-off into an underground detention piping system.  This 

proposal is a bit more expensive than the other proposal, but it leaves more available space behind the seven 

townhouses (six of which face Church Street).  This proposal would therefore permit construction of small 

backyards behind the townhouses.  Session expressed a preference for this proposal. 

• The Nominations Committee will meet and propose for acceptance at the annual congregational meeting in late 

January persons to fill a vacant deacon position and four elder positions on session. 

• Jama Hayes gave a report on the progress of the music director search.  Session has approved a search committee 

to be chaired by Jama that includes Steve Drumheller, David Jacobsen, Robert Dean, Sarah Woolsey, Kendra 

Crabtree, and Catherine Taylor (ex officio). 

• The meeting closed with prayer after the sharing of celebrations and concerns. 



The Session did not meet in December. 


