
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEACE    
Luke 1:51-53 

 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
2nd SUNDAY of ADVENT  

December 9, 2018 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“The place where you are right now, God circled on a map for you.” ~ Hafiz 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE And the Glory of the Lord from ‘The Messiah’ G. F. HANDEL  

                arr. Wayne Fritchie 
 

 
 
 
 

 Please stand in body or in spirit. 



 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING    The Call Family 

A voice cries out in the wilderness: 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
A choir sings in the silence, 
 “Come, Emmanuel.” 
Every valley shall be filled, 
 Every heart shall be made whole, 
for peace is stronger than turmoil, 
 and love is louder than hate. 
        (The candle is lit.) 
As we light two Advent candles, 
 we pray for the holy peace of God. 
Come now, O Child of Mary. 
 Come now, O Prince of Peace. 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
Covenant God, you send us messengers to cleanse and refine us for your coming. Help us endure 
the mirror of the prophet’s message, that we may see you when you suddenly appear among us; 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 HYMN No. 106       Prepare the Way, O Zion BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Eternal Source of birth and new life, help us to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ. Smooth 
out our roughness when it hurts ourselves or others. Lift up the hidden parts of ourselves—the tal-
ents, the visions, the tenderness—so that your love may be seen and your glory revealed among us. 
As this season unfolds, help us, like Mary, your servant, to rejoice in your surprising love. Amen.  
…  (A time of silent confession follows.)  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Beloved, receive what God wants to give: 
  Release, restoration, renewal, and peace. 
 Open your being like a child who has never known harm. 
  For God has swept us up in to the arms of grace. 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 83 v.3            STUTTGART 
 Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
 Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
  

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Catherine Taylor 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  James 5:7-8 
     Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer 
     waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and  
     spring rains.  You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 
 
 
ANTHEM Lost in the Night  Finnish Folk Tune 
   arr. Kyle S. Haugen 

Lost in the night do the people yet languish,  
Longing for morning the darkness to vanish, 
Plaintively heaving a sigh full of anguish. 
Will not day come soon? 
 

Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 
Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 
Giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 
Will you help us soon? 
 

Sorrowing wand’rers, in darkness yet dwelling, 
Dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 
Death’s dreaded darkness forever dispelling. 
Christ is coming soon! 

 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 40:1-8 
Comfort, comfort my people,   the rough ground shall become level, 
    says your God.         the rugged places a plain. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,   And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
    and proclaim to her          and all people will see it together. 
that her hard service has been completed, For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
    that her sin has been paid for,   A voice says, “Cry out.” 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand   And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
    double for all her sins.   “All people are like grass, 
A voice of one calling:          and all their faithfulness is like  
“In the wilderness prepare      the flowers of the field. 
    the way for the Lord;    The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
make straight in the desert                  because the breath of the Lord blows on them. 
    a highway for our God      Surely the people are grass. 
Every valley shall be raised up,   The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    every mountain and hill made low;     but the word of our God endures forever.” 

 
 
 
ANTHEM Every Valley, from Messiah             G. F. Handel 
 Brian Thorsett, tenor 

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low, 
The crooked straight and the rough places plain. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
“The days are coming,” declares the Lord,    after that time,” declares the Lord. 
    “when I will make a new covenant  “I will put my law in their minds 
with the people of Israel      and write it on their hearts.    
    and with the people of Judah.   I will be their God, 
It will not be like the covenant     and they will be my people. 
    I made with their ancestors   No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
when I took them by the hand       or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
    to lead them out of Egypt,    because they will all know me, 
because they broke my covenant,       from the least of them to the greatest,” 
    though I was a husband to them,”   declares the Lord. 
declares the Lord.     “For I will forgive their wickedness 
“This is the covenant I will         and will remember their sins no more.” 
    make with the people of Israel 
 
 
 

HYMN   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL 

  
1. All: 3.  Men:  

 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  O come, thou Key of David, come, 
 and ransom captive Israel,     and open wide our heavenly home; 
 that mourns in lonely exile here   make safe the way that leads on high, 
 until the Song of God appear   and close the path to misery. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel   All  - Refrain 
    shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 
 
 

2. Women:      4. All: 
 O come, thou Wisdom from on high,  O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
  who orderest all things mightily:   our spirits by thine advent here; 
 to us the path of knowledge show;   disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 and teach us in her ways to go.   and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
    All - Refrain        Refrain 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 1:26-56 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a 
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said 
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom 
will never end.” 
 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a 
child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from 
God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 
angel left her.  
 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s 
home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Eliza-
beth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she 
who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 
And Mary said: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
ANTHEM Magnificat, RV610 Antonio Vivaldi 
 I - Chorus 

Magnificat, anima mea, Dominum.         My soul doth magnify the Lord. 
 

II - Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Chorus 
 Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo,                    And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
 salutari meo.  Quia respexit           savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness 
 humilitatem ancillæ suæ: ecce enim         of his handmaiden; for behold, from henceforth 
 ex hoc beatam me dicent omnes          all generations shall call me blessed.  For he 
 generationes. Quia fecit mihi magna,    that is mighty hath done great things for me 
 qui potens est, et sanctum nomen eius.   and holy is his name. 
 

 III - Chorus 
 Et misericordia eius a progenie in          And his mercy is on them that fear him, 
 progenies timentibus eum.          from generation to generation. 
 

 IV - Chorus 
 Fecit potentiam in brachio suo,     He hath shown strength with his arm; he hath 
 dispersit superbos mente cordis sui.         scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart. 
 

 V - Chorus 
 Deposuit potentes de sede et     He hath put down the mighty from their seat 
 exaltavit humiles;           and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
 

 VI - Soprano Duet 
 Esurientes implevit bonis et divites          He hath filled the hungry with good things and 
 dimisit inanes.            the rich he hath sent empty away. 
 

 VII - Chorus 
 Suscepit Israel puerum suum      He hath received Israel his servant, 
 recordatus misericordiæ suæ,     being mindful of his mercy. 
 
 VIII - Soprano, Alto and Tenor 
 Sicut locutus est ad patres nostros,          As he said to our forefathers, 
 Abraham et semini eius in sæcula.         Abraham and to his seed forever. 
 
 XI - Chorus 
 Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto:   Glory to the Father, and to the Son,  
                  and to the Holy Spirit: 
 Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper,       as it was in the beginning, is now 
 et in sæcula sæculorum. Amen.    and will be forever.  Amen 
 

  
     
     
  

 
 
 



 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
OFFERTORY Sans Day Carol JOHN RUTTER 

 Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk,   
 and Mary bore Jesus, who was wrapped up in silk:  
 And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be, 
 And the first tree in the green wood, it was the holly! 
 

 Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass, 
 And Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross: 
 

 Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal, 
 And Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all: 
 

 Now the holly bears a berry, as blood is it red, 
 Then trust we our Saviour, who rose from the dead: 

 
DOXOLOGY  VENI EMMANUEL 

 O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
       Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
   

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
 

HYMN No. 102 Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599 J. S. BACH 
 
 
 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504  Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Our thanks to the following people for our beautiful worship service today: 
 

 BPC Choir 
Soprano           Alto 
      Linda Frazier     Mary Lee Hendricks 
      Renee Jacobsen  Marilyn Hutchins 
      Maggie Good          Jordyn Birden 
      Mary Harder          Suzanne Sanford 
      Jama Hayes        Judy Davis 
      Susan Miller          Kendra Crabtree 
      Nancy Artis        
      Lynn Thye 
      Mary Hough 
      Deb Call 

 
      Tenor                       Bass 
       John Dillard          Bill Neeley 
       Danny Fritsch          David Harder 
       Steve Drumheller             Wynn Yang 
       Forrest Thye          John Hassler 
       Rob Kincaid           Craig Woolsey 
       David Jacobsen               Chris Zobel 
                 
       

  Soloists 
 

       Amy Cowan, soprano   Nancy Jones, mezzo-soprano    
                                Brian Thorsett, tenor 

 
 

  Instrumental Ensemble 
 

     Daniel Sender, violin   Shaleen Powell, violin 
     Fritz Gary, viola   Kelley Mikkelsen, cello 
     John Smith, double bass  C. W. Markham, keyboard 
     Stefan Povolny, oboe   
     Peter Morison, oboe 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

Creation Care Thought: Choose matches over lighters.  Most lighters are made out of plastic and filled with 
butane fuel, both petroleum products.  Since most lighters are considered disposable, over 1.5 billion end up in 
landfills each year. When choosing matches, pick cardboard over wood.  Wood matches come from trees, whereas 
most cardboard matches are made from recycled paper. 
 
 

Roanoke Symphony Orchestra presents: Holiday Brass on Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m. at Blacksburg Presbyterian 
Church. Experience the festive sounds of the season in a concert filled with wit, virtuosity, and the glorious music of 
the holidays—featuring the RSO brass in an all-new program. You’ll enjoy music from a variety of styles that will 
make this concert a new holiday tradition! Tickets available online at https://rso.com/event/holiday-brass-2/ or at the 
door. 
 
When a pastor leaves or retires, a congregational meeting must be held to formally dissolve the pastoral relationship. 
We will have a congregation meeting after worship on Dec. 16th to vote on the motion 
to dissolve BPC’s relationship with the Reverend Dr. Catherine Taylor as of December 31, 2018.  
All are invited to a reception for Catherine and Robert following the meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Boy Scout Troop 44 will be having Holiday Luminaria the 26th Annual Community Program of Curbside 
Candle Lighting, Sunday, Dec. 9th at 6:00 p.m. at BPC. This year, Troop 44 is bringing the luminaria tradition 
to the Draper Road area of Blacksburg.  Rain date is Dec. 11th. 
 
 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Conversation with Catherine: Reflections on Ministry, December 9th at 9am in Hatcher 
An informal conversation with Catherine as she looks back on the practice of professional ministry. Bring your ques-
tions about faith practices and worship.  
 

Hymns and Carols of Advent, December 16th, 9am in the Choir Room- Led by C.W. Markham and Steve Law-
rence.  Join us for a look at the history of Advent and the hymns and carols that proclaim the season.  Learn how the 
hymns and carols came into common usage and enjoy singing them.   
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who made our Pork & Bean Collection for the Christmas Store such a success! We 
exceeded our goal and collected 1400 cans! Thank you again! 
 
Thank you to all who made the Faith Circle Book Drive a success- 136 books were collected for the Christ-
mas Store and NRV Cares. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Dale Wolf     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Chris Zobel Mon-Sunday: Deb Call 
Prayer Room: Today: Deb Call / Bill Neely 
  Next Sunday: Jen Stewart/Jeananne Dixon-Bame  
Ushers:    Jack Call, John and Shalini Perumpral , Mike McGilliard 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 December 9 Second Sunday of Advent  
    Conversations with Catherine at 9:00 a.m. – HCR 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m.: Magnificat: An Advent Music Service  
    Youth Group Christmas Party at the Zobel’s home, 1302 Mockingbird Dr., Bbrg 
 Dec. 10 Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. -TBD 
 Dec. 11 Master Chorale Sing-Along at BPC at 7:30 p.m. 
 Dec. 12 Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. – Julie Burger’s home-911 Draper Rd. SW 
 Dec. 14 Roanoke Symphony Orchestra Brass Concert at BPC at 7:30 p.m. 
 Dec. 16 Third Sunday of Advent  
    Hymns and Carols of Advent- 9:00 a.m. Sunday school class in choir loft 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Congregational Meeting following worship 
    Cents-Ability Collection at BPC 
    Reception for Catherine Taylor following worship- FH 
    Chili and Caroling at 5:00 p.m.- meet in FH 
 
    

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Dec. 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
    No Sunday school or Youth Group today 
    Chimes Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.- FH 
  

 Dec. 24 Office Closes at Noon today 
    Family Service at 4:30 p.m. 
    Candlelight Communion Service at 7:30 p.m. –Prelude starts at 7:15 p.m. 
  

 Dec. 25 & Dec. 26   Church Office Closed  
  

 Dec. 30 No Sunday School or Youth Group 
  

 Dec. 31 & Jan. 1, 2019 
    Church Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2019 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services. Flowers are often are given 
in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give everyone a chance to participate, all 
Sundays, except those dates with an “X” during Lent and Advent, are available to be reserved on a first requested basis.  If you 
would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2019, please complete this form and put it in the 
offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

  3  3      2      1      X 

6  10  X  X  5  9    4  8  6    X 

  17  X  X    16 
 

14  11  15  13    X 

  24  X  21  19    21  18 
 

      X 

27    X    26  30    25  29  27  24  29 
  
Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: ___________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 
  

Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________  

  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     

  

Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 

(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  

 

 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 

 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   

_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The	cost	for	two	arrangements	will	continue	to	be	$50	for	2019,	
Payments	will	be	made	to	“BPC”.	

Special	flower	are	requests	may	increase	the	cost‐	
you	will	need	to	contact	Gates	Flower	Shop	directly	for	these	arrangements.	

	
	
	
	



 
 

	

BPC’s Advents Schedule 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent, Dec. 9, Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Blacksburg Master Chorale Sing-Along – Dec. 11 at 7:00 p.m. 

BPC- Sanctuary.  All are welcome! 

 

Roanoke Symphony Orchestra –Holiday Brass Concert 

Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m. at BPC-Sanctuary-tickets available at the door 

 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent, Dec. 16. Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Hymns and Carols of Advent-  

Sunday, Dec. 16 at 9:00 a.m. in the Choir Room 

Led by C.W. Markham and Steve Lawrence.  Join us for a look at the history of Advent  
and the hymns and carols that proclaim the season.  Learn how the hymns and carols came into  

common usage and enjoy singing them. 
 

Caroling – December 16, 2018 - 5:00 p.m. 

Meet at the church, eat chili together, and split up into groups to go caroling. 
 

Chimes Breakfast – December 23, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. – 

Fellowship Hall 

Men of the Reformed Church (MORC) will prepare breakfast.  
Come join us to eat together and sing carols. Donations will gladly be accepted! 

 

4th Sunday of Advent, Dec. 23, Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

Family Christmas Eve Service at 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service  

at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Church Office will be closed Dec. 25 & Dec. 26 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Up-Coming Advent Activities at BPC: 

 

Alternative Gift Fair 
December 9th, 9:00 a.m. and 11:40 a.m. 
The funds from the items sold at the Alternative Gift Fair will go   to support 
global mission partners and local organizations. 
The Presbyterian Women will have cards available to support a   variety of local 
and global organizations. Homemade items from  the Quilters and KnitWits will 
also be available.  
 

The Baby Shop Tree 
December 2-30 

The Baby Shop Tree helps us stock up on items we are in need of to meet the needs of our  clients. Please 
take a tag (or two or three). Once you have purchased the items, bring your tag and items back and place 
them under the tree in the Gathering Space at BPC. They do NOT need to be wrapped.  
 

The Baby Shop is located in Christiansburg and is a ministry of St. Paul United Methodist Church of Chris-
tiansburg and Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. The Shop serves families in Montgomery County and Rad-
ford City who have at least one child and qualify for certain    social services. We are a donations-based 
project run by community volunteers.  

 
Woodchucks Food Baskets 

Collecting Donations November 15 – December 15 
During the cold winter months, supporters of the BPC Firewood Ministry, Woodchucks, are busy 
delivering firewood to those who can pay and to those who cannot. During this season, we would 
like to provide some additional warmth and cheer to the neediest of our recipients in the form of 
food, and you are invited to participate in this ministry to our community. Collection bins have been 
placed around the church for your donations. This is an opportunity for everyone who can and can-
not run a chainsaw to show the love of Christ.  

 

Suggested items: 
- Boxed dinners such as mac-and-cheese 
- Canned fruits and vegetables 
- Canned meat such as tuna 
- Dry pasta 
- Spaghetti sauce 
- Cereal 
- Pop tarts 
- Powdered milk in individual packets 
- Dried beans 

 
 
 
 



2018 Advent Alternative Gifts 
This year, on December	9th, you will have the opportunity to participate in BPC’s Alternative 
Gift Fair. Presbyterian Women will offer alternative gift giving options. Cards for mailing will 

come with all donations. The list below offers a brief description of each of the organizations you 
will have the chance to support through donating in someone’s memory or honor.  

You will also have the opportunity to purchase items made and donated by the  
KnitWits and Quilters. All proceeds from those sales will go to the Women’s Resource Center of 

the New River Valley. 
	
	
Women’s	Resource	Center’s	mission is to implement individual and social change for a vio-
lence-free community in the New River Valley region of  
Virginia, by providing programs and services to adults and children who have    experienced 
sexual or domestic violence, and by providing education, training, and prevention program-
ming to the public and to allied professionals.	
	

From its inception, providing board members, volunteers, funding, and much needed every-
day items necessary for the care of the children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bread	for	the	World is a nonpartisan non-profit Christian voice urging our nation’s decision-

makers to end hunger at home and abroad. One (1) in five (5) American children live in 
a family that struggles to put food on the table.  Studies have shown that, in developing 
countries, malnutrition can cause stunting and other problems in the bodies and brains 
of children. The risks are the same for children in the U.S. 

 
 
	

The KnitWits have made shawls, cowls, headbands and fingerless gloves, and the Quilters have 
made aprons, coasters, zipper and snap pouches, pillows and fabric stars to decorate your 
home for the holidays. Prices will range from $3 to $40. 



2018 Advent Alternative Gifts	
	

CEDEPCA	(Protestant	Center	for	Pastoral	Studies	in	Central	America) is a non-
profit 501(c)3 organization headquartered in Guatemala.  Its ministries are far-reach-
ing, including working to eliminate violence against women and children and      edu-

cating community leaders about how to deal with natural disasters.  CEDEPCA contributions this 
year will be used to purchase water filters in Guatemala.  Ninety-seven percent (97%) of rivers, 
lakes, and streams are contaminated with bacteria of fecal origin.  Over half of the population 
does not have access to clean water. One (1) of every five (5) children does not reach the age of 
five (5) because of an intestinal infection. 

	
ECPAT‐USA	(End	Child	Prostitution	and	Trafficking) is a non-profit 501(c)3 organiza-
tion that is part of the only global network dedicated to protecting children from all forms 
of commercial sexual exploitation. Tens of millions of vulnerable children, women, and 
men worldwide are captured, sold, and held against their will for forced labor,  including 

sexual service and fighting wars. 
	
Tassa	Tags, which are ECPAT International luggage tags (or may be used on any 
kind of bag) are made at The Regina Center in Nongkhai, Thailand. They are a fair-
trade product and directly support the women there at risk for sex trafficking, keeping them em-
ployed, able to support their families and send their children to school.  PW will   offer a free Tassa 
Tag to anyone donating $12 or more.  
 

Malawi is a BPC partnership and ministry with involvement in particular at the Mu-
lanje Mission. Funding provides aid to the hospital, primarily for medicines; which 
are in short supply;     aid to the Public Health Program; and aid to the Food Security 
Program. Donations also provide medical scholarships at the  Mulanje College of 

Nursing and further medical training for employees at the hospital, as well as scholarships for 
students at Mulanje Secondary School where education is not free. 
 
 

Micah’s	Backpack is a non-profit 501(c)3 faith community initiative that 
provides direct food assistance for children in low income families.  Every Friday 

during the school year, identified students receive a backpack filled with two breakfasts, two 
dinners, snacks, juice, milk boxes, and an educational piece. Friday mornings volunteers deliver 
the bags and the partner schools distribute them to the students. Currently, a number of children 
in Blacksburg schools receive a gift of healthy food during the academic year and during the 
summer break.  In addition to Micah’s Backpack and Micah’s Mobile Backpack, the program 
incorporates Micah’s Soup for Seniors and Micah’s Closet. 
	
	
	
	



	
To	Our	House is a non-profit 501(c)3 group of interested citizens, faith communities, 
and social service professionals who have joined to provide temporary shelter for single, 
homeless men (and now women) in the New River Valley from November through March. 

Local faith communities host the shelter, providing meals and fellowship, through many volun-
teers. Blacksburg Presbyterian Church is a host church. Participants have stated that they have 
the feeling of being a part of a family and have even called it a life-saving experience. 
 
	

UKirk	Campus	Ministry	at	Virginia	Tech	(Cooper	House) partners with the Presby-
tery of the Peaks and four area churches, one of which is Blacksburg Presbyterian 
Church.  Students gather for dinner, fellowship, worship, discussion, and for planning 

participation in mission activities locally and globally.  Pastoral care is offered following its mis-
sion “to nurture the faith development and discipleship of the students, respond to human needs 
regardless of ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation, and promote peace and justice as Christ 
teaches us.” 
 
 

VICCC	(Valley	Interfaith	Child	Care	Center,	Inc.) is a 501(c)3 organization that 
serves children of low-income families. With special support from New River Valley 
faith communities, VICCC’s goal is to create high-quality, affordable, educational, and 
nurturing care for young children (ages 0-5) of low-income working families in the 

New River Valley. BPC has been supportive of this endeavor from its inception, providing board 
members, volunteers, funding, and much needed everyday items necessary for the care of chil-
dren.  
 

 
 


