
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Love 
Luke 1:39-45, 56 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2018 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“Bethlehem is the place through which we must pass if ever we are to reach home at last.” 

   --Frederick Buechner 
 

      
 GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer.  
If you want to take part, write a one-sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE Gabriel’s Message MICHAEL BEDFORD 
  

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING    The Pienkowski Family 
Isaiah spoke to a people called chosen,  
 To a tribe called Israel, with a light of hope. 
Gabriel came to a town called Nazareth, 
 To a girl called Mary, with a light of joy. 
Mary went to a place called Bethlehem, 
 To a stable called a nursery, with a light of love. 
        (The candle is lit.) 
As we light the fourth Advent candle, 
 We rejoice with Mary, for Love has flesh. 
Come now, O Child of Mary. 
 Come now, O Prince of Love. 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
Stir up your power, O God, and come to set us free by the righteousness of your birth in our 
midst, by the light of your face shining upon us, and by becoming our brother, our friend, our 
salvation. We pray this in the name of the Holy Trinity:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
mother of us all. Amen. 

 

 HYMN No. 82       Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL 

  
CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Eternal God, you look with favor on the poor while we treat the lowly with disdain. You scatter 
the plans of the proud while we aspire to power and privilege. Forgive us, God of grace. Teach us 
what you desire, so that our hearts may leap with joy at the coming of our Savior; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  … (A time of silent confession follows.)   In your mercy, Lord. Hear our prayer. 
 
 

 Please stand in body or in spirit. 



 
PRAYERFUL RESPONSE   ST. LOUIS 

 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
 Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us; abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel! 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
   

GRATEFUL RESPONSE      GLORIA 
  Sing Hosanna all the earth,   text by C. Taylor 
  Join with heav’n God’s name to bless. 
  Praise the one whose coming birth   
 heals all wounds, cures all distress. 
  Gloria, in excelsis deo ...(repeat)   
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Jack Call 
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS Luke 1:39-45   
 

  Micah 5:2-5a 
 

SERMON “Little Bethlehem”             Dr. Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 129 Lo, How a Rose E′er Blooming ES IST EINʹ ROS′ 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation
  
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY The Angel Gabriel Basque Carol 

   
1. The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
‘All hail!’ said he, ‘thou lowly  maiden Mary, 
Most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 

 

2. For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
All generation laud and honor thee, 
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold 
Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name’; 
Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn 
And Christian folk throughout the world  
will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 
 

DOXOLOGY  GLORIA 

 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn king. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

  

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
    

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH 
 

BENEDICTION  
  

POSTLUDE Carillion on “Joy to the World” MARY BETH BENNETT 
 
  
  

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
DECEMBER 23, 2018 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: In the lead up to Christmas, many of us spend time in search of the perfect gift —
the gift that communicates to friends and family how much we know and love them. For those of us gathered together 
in Advent expectation, we know that the only perfect gift ever given was the one we received in Jesus Christ —a per-
fect gift from a gracious God. Although we cannot give the perfect gift, we can give generously, knowing, as the New 
Testament letter of James says, “every generous act of giving...is from above.” Fifty percent of your gifts make it pos-
sible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian related schools and colleges equipping communities of 
color- offering  
students the means for a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills to  
serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.. Fifty percent of your gifts provide assistance for current and 
retired church workers and their families with critical financial needs. Please give generously.  
If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. Please place your donation in the Christmas Joy Offering envelop in the pew 
racks, and in the offering plate. 
 
Creation Care Thought: I wish you could come here and rest a year in the simple unmingled love-fountains of God. 
You would return with fresh truth gathered and absorbed from pines and waterfalls and deep singing winds, and you 
would find that they all sang of fountain love just as did Jesus Christ.   – John Muir (1838-1914), My First Sum-
mer in the Sierras 
 
BPC’s Fall Art Exhibit. If you think of colored pencils as a medium for children, plan to be amazed at what Jennifer 
Carpenter can do with them! See her exhibit in Westminster Library and know that you are looking at award-
winning work which has been featured in a variety of art magazines and books. Jennifer lives in Christiansburg and will 
have an Art Forum on January 13. 
 
The Baby Shop Tree- December 2-30 
The Baby Shop Tree helps us stock up on items we are in need of to meet the needs of our clients. Please take a tag 
(or two or three). Once you have purchased the items, bring your tag and items back and place them under the tree in 
the Gathering Space at BPC. They do NOT need to be wrapped.  
 

The Baby Shop is located in Christiansburg and is a ministry of St. Paul United Methodist Church of Christiansburg 
and Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. The Shop serves families in Montgomery County and Radford City who have 
at least one child and qualify for certain social services. We are a donations-based project run by community volun-
teers.  
 
Sunday, Jan. 6 at 9:00 a.m. the Transition Team will have a Q & A Session at 9:00 a.m. in Hatcher Conference 
Room. All are invited.  
 



 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Dale Wolf   January: Dave Smith   
Elder of the Week:   Today: Jen Stewart Mon-Sunday: Karen Watson 
Prayer Room: Today: Karen Watson/Nancy Furr 
  Next Sunday: Nancy Artis/Robert Dean  
Ushers:    Eric, Heidi Anne, Davis and Lindy Mesmer 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Dec.  23 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
    No Sunday school or Youth Group today 
    Chimes Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.- FH 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 Dec. 24 Office Closes at Noon today 
    Family Service at 4:30 p.m. 
    Candlelight Communion Service at 7:30 p.m. –Prelude starts at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 Dec. 25 Merry Christmas! 
 
 Dec. 25 & Dec. 26    Church Office Closed  
  

 Dec. 30 No Sunday School or Youth Group 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
  

 Dec. 31 & Jan. 1, 2019  Church Office Closed 
  

 January 1, 2019 Happy New Year! May it be filled with love and blessings! 
 
 
 
     

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Jan. 6  Sunday School begins today at 9:00 a.m. 
   Transition Team Q & A at 9:00 a.m. – HCR 
   Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Rev. Carl Utley 
    Called Session Meeting at 11:30 a.m. – HCR 
 Jan. 8  Morningstar Bible Study meets at 7:30 a.m. - HCR 
 Jan. 9  Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Linda Pospichal’s home,110 Countryside Court 
 Jan. 12 Church Family Fun Night at 4:00 p.m. at BPC 
 Jan. 13 Art Forum with Jennifer Carpenter following worship- WM 
    Youth Group kicks off 2019 – 5:30-7:30 p.m. at BPC 
 Feb. 2-9 BPC Hosting To Our House - watch for sign-up sheets 

Dear BPC Family, 
Last Sunday was so moving. I am deeply humbled by the stunning donation to the Habitat project—thank you. Rob 
and I give thanks as well for everyone who gave time, brought food, or contributed to the festivities in other ways. 
Every aspect of the celebration—the Resolution, the very fine pair of binoculars (already in use!), the laying on of 
hands—I could not have wished for a finer conclusion. The photo book will be available through the rest of this 
month for those who did not have time to sign or look through it. It will always be a treasured reminder of our time 
together.  
Grace upon grace, Catherine  



2019 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services. Flowers are often are given 
in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give everyone a chance to participate, all 
Sundays, except those dates with an “X” during Lent and Advent, are available to be reserved on a first requested basis.  If you 
would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2019, please complete this form and put it in the 
offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

  3  3      2      1      X 

6  10  X  X  5  9    4  8  6    X 

    X  X        11  15  13    X 

  24  X  21      21  18 
 

      X 

27    X    26  30    25  29  27  24  29 
  
Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: ___________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 
  

Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________  

  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     

  

Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 

(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  

 

 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 

 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   

_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The	cost	for	two	arrangements	will	continue	to	be	$50	for	2019,	
Payments	will	be	made	to	“BPC”.	

Special	flower	are	requests	may	increase	the	cost‐	
you	will	need	to	contact	Gates	Flower	Shop	directly	for	these	arrangements.	

	
	
	
	
	
	



 BPC’s Advent Schedule 
 

 

4th Sunday of Advent, Dec. 23, 

 

Chimes Breakfast – December 23, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. – 

Fellowship Hall 

Men of the Reformed Church (MORC) will prepare breakfast.  
Come join us to eat together and sing carols. Donations will gladly be accepted! 

 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 
 

Christmas Eve Services, Dec. 24 

 

 

Family Christmas Eve Service at 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service  

With Lessons and Carols 

at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Prelude begins at 7:15 p.m. 

 

 
Church Office will be closed Dec. 25 & Dec. 26 

 
	


