
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOPE    
Luke 1:46-50 

 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
1st SUNDAY December 2, 2018 

 
 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“We seek something more profound than that which is merely ‘merry’.” ~ The Rev. Scott Hoezee 
 
 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please stand in body or in spirit. 



INTROIT Come Thou, Lord, Creator Spirit JEFFREY H. RICKARD 
Come thou, Lord, creator spirit, tune the humble heart to thee. 
From the flame of love now kindle flame in spirits born for thee. 
 

Thou the father of thy children; thou the orb of liberty. 
Thou the treasure we do cherish; thou our hope and destiny. 
 

Come thou, Lord, in all thy splendor, let the wall of temple ring. 
Seraphs’ cry allow to render clear the anthems we would sing. 
 

Thou so mighty, now recover for thyself thy majesty. 
Thou, so gentle, now deliver for thyself thy people free. 

 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING    The Anderson Family 
The world says, “All is lost.” 
 God says, “All is loved.” 
The darkness says, “The light is dying.” 
 The light says, “The fire is catching.” 
Fear says, “Cover your eyes and your ears.” 
 Hope says, “Wait, watch, and listen.” 
        (The candle is lit.) 
As we light our first Advent candle, 
 we pray for holy hope of God. 
Come now, O Child of Mary. 
 Come now, O Prince of Hope. 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
Holy One, you have promised us that the day of our salvation is near. Keep us faithful in love and 
watchful in prayer, so that we may stand with confidence and joy at the coming of Christ, our  
redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 

 HYMN No. 105 vv. 1-4       People, Look East BESANÇON 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Lord, have mercy on us. We are not ready for your coming. We live in sin, as though there were no 
justice. We live in fear, as though there were no grace. Forgive us, Lord. Show us your mercy and 
steadfast love. Lead us in your truth, and teach us your paths, for you are the God of our salva-
tion. Amen.   …  (A time of silent confession follows.)  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Hear the promise of a new year in Christ: 
  Christ enables us to begin again and again and again. 
 Friends, believe the gospel. 
  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE             BESANÇON 
 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth     
 Christ who brings new life to earth. 
 Set every peak and valley humming  
 with the word, the Lord is coming. 
 People, look east and sing today:  
 Love, the Lord, is on the way. 



PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
 
 
 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM    Jordan Rose Boffen Susan Hunter, Elder 
 Niece of Kara and Juan Espinoza 
 

 PRESENTATION    
 RENUNCIATIONS 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 BAPTISM 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Craig Woolsey 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Jeremiah 33:14-16  
 

 Luke 21:25-36 
 
SERMON “The Work of Waiting”             Dr. Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 84 VV. 1-3 Creator of the Stars of Night CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 

 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
OFFERTORY Zion, At Thy Shining Gates GEORGE GUEST 

Zion, at the shining gates Lo, the King of Glory waits, 
Haste thy monarch’s pomp to greet, strew thy palms before his feet. 
Christ for thee their triple light, faith and hope and love unite; 
This the beacon we display to proclaim thine advent day. 
 
Come and give us peace within, loose us from the bands of sin, 
Take away the galling weight laid on us by Satin’s hate. 
 
Give us grace thy yolk to wear, give us strength thy cross to bear, 
Make us thine in deed and word, thine in heart and life, O Lord. 
 
So when thou shalt come again, judge of angels and of men. 
We with all thy saints shall sing Alleluias to our King. 

 



DOXOLOGY No. 84 v. 4  CONDITOR ALME BIDERUM 

  To God the Father, God the Son,  
  and God the Spirit, Three in One,  
  praise, honor, might, and glory be 
  from age to age eternally. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

All are welcome at Christ’s table.   
Use the center aisle to reach a station, take a piece of bread and dip it in the cup.  

Return to your seat by the side aisle.  Gluten, dairy and egg-free bread  
and individual cups are available at the center station in front.   

If you need to remain seated, the elements will be brought to you. 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                          
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you, 
 And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts, 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  ...                  

  ...And so we praise you as we sing: 
  King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
  Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
  he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

      SHARING BREAD AND CUP 

 COMMUNION MUSIC      Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence STEPHEN CLEOBURY 
     

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, Rank on rank the host of heaven 
   And with fear and trembling stand; Spreads its vanguard on the way, 
   Ponder nothing earthly-minded, As the Light of light descendeth 
   For with blessing in His hand, From the realms of endless day, 
   Christ our God to earth descendeth, That the pow’rs of hell may vanish 
   Our full homage to demand. As the darkness clears away. 
 
   King of kings, yet born of Mary, At His feet the six-winged seraph, 
   As of old on earth He stood, Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
   Lord of lords, in human vesture, Veil their faces to the presence, 
   In the body and the blood; As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
   He will give to all the faithful “Alleluia, Alleluia, 
   His own self for heav’nly food. Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
 

 PRAYER AFTER SUPPER   
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 97 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night ABERYSTWYTH 



BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying JOHANN G. WALTHER 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504  Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
DECEMBER 2, 2018 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

We are grateful for Craig Woolsey who is our liturgist today. 
 

Creation Care Thought: The seriousness of ecological degradation lays bare the depth of [humanity’s] moral cri-
sis…. Simplicity, moderation and discipline, as well as the spirit of sacrifice, must become a part of everyday life.    

--Pope John Paul II (1920-2005), Peace with God, Peace with Creation 
 

BPC’s Fall Art Exhibit. If you think of colored pencils as a medium for children, plan to be amazed at what Jennifer 
Carpenter can do with them! See her exhibit in Westminster Library and know that you are looking at award-
winning work which has been featured in a variety of art magazines and books. Jennifer lives in Christiansburg and will 
have an Art Forum on January 13. 
 

Book Drive: Thanks to everyone who donated books to the Faith Circle Book Drive! We collected 136 books. We will 
deliver them to NRV Cares and the Christmas Store. 
 
Roanoke Symphony Orchestra presents: Holiday Brass on Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m. at Blacksburg Presbyterian 
Church. Experience the festive sounds of the season in a concert filled with wit, virtuosity, and the glorious music of 
the holidays—featuring the RSO brass in an all-new program. You’ll enjoy music from a variety of styles that will 
make this concert a new holiday tradition! Tickets available online at https://rso.com/event/holiday-brass-2/ or at the 
door. 
 
When a pastor leaves or retires, a congregational meeting must be held to formally dissolve the pastoral relationship. 
We will have a congregation meeting after worship on Dec. 16th to vote on the motion 
to dissolve BPC’s relationship with the Reverend Dr. Catherine Taylor as of December 31, 2018.  
All are invited to a reception for Catherine and Robert following the meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Boy Scout Troop 44 will be having Holiday Luminaria the 26th Annual Community Program of Curbside 
Candle Lighting, Sunday, Dec. 9th at 6:00 p.m. at BPC. This year, Troop 44 is bringing the luminaria tradition 
to the Draper Road area of Blacksburg.  Rain date is Dec. 11th. 
 

 



ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Conversation with Catherine: Reflections on Ministry, December 9th at 9am in Hatcher 
An informal conversation with Catherine as she looks back on the practice of professional ministry. Bring your ques-
tions about faith practices and worship.  
 

Hymns and Carols of Advent December 16th, 9am in the Choir Room- Led by C.W. Markham and  Steve Law-
rence.  Join us for a look at the history of Advent and the hymns and carols that proclaim the season.  Learn how the 
hymns and carols came into common usage and enjoy singing them.   
 

Thank you to everyone who made our Pork & Bean Collection for the Christmas Store such a success! We 
exceeded our goal and collected 1400 cans! Thank you again! 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Dale Wolf     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Andrew Warren  Mon-Sunday: Chris Zobel 
Prayer Room: Today: Chris Zobel / Bill Neely 
  Next Sunday: Jama Hayes/Bill Neely  
Ushers:    Elva Miller, Lois Price, John and Shalini Perumpral  
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
  December 2 First Sunday of Advent  
    Advent Workshop and Gift Fair 9:00 a.m. – FH     
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Fair Trade Items Available (Last day!)- Reduced prices 
 Dec. 3 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. - FH     
 Dec. 3 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. - FH 
 Dec. 5 14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 8 Kid’s Fun Day 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 9 Second Sunday of Advent  
    Conversations with Catherine at 9:00 a.m. – HCR 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m.: Magnificat: An Advent Music Service  
 
    

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Dec. 10 Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. -TBD 
 Dec. 11 Master Chorale Sing-Along at BPC at 7:30 p.m. 
 Dec. 12 Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. – Julie Burger’s home-911 Draper Rd. SW 
 Dec. 14 Roanoke Symphony Orchestra Brass Concert at BPC at 7:30 p.m. 
 Dec. 16 Third Sunday of Advent  
    Hymns and Carols of Advent- 9:00 a.m. Sunday school class in choir loft 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Congregational Meeting following worship 
    Cents-Ability Collection at BPC 
    Reception for Catherine Taylor following worship- FH 
    Chili and Caroling at 5:00 p.m.- meet in FH 
 Dec. 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent  
    No Sunday school or Youth Group today 
 Dec. 24 Office Closes at Noon today 
    Family Service at 4:30 p.m. 
    Candlelight Communion Service at 7:30 p.m. –Prelude starts at 7:15 p.m. 
 Dec. 25 & Dec. 26   Church Office Closed  
 Dec. 30 No Sunday School or Youth Group 
 Dec. 31 & Jan. 1, 2019 
    Church Office Closed 



 

2019 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services. Flowers are often are given 
in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give everyone a chance to participate, all 
Sundays, except those dates with an “X” during Lent and Advent, are available to be reserved on a first requested basis.  If you 
would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2019, please complete this form and put it in the 
offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

  3  3      2      1      X 

6  10  X  X  5  9    4  8  6    X 

  17  X  X    16 
 

14  11  15  13    X 

  24  X  21  19    21  18 
 

      X 

27    X    26  30    25  29  27  24  29 
  
Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: ___________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 
  

Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________  

  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     

  

Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 

(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  

 

 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 

 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   

_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The	cost	for	two	arrangements	will	continue	to	be	$50	for	2019,	
Payments	will	be	made	to	“BPC”.	

Special	flower	are	requests	may	increase	the	cost‐	
you	will	need	to	contact	Gates	Flower	Shop	directly	for	these	arrangements.	

	
 
 
 



Today’s Scripture Readings: 
 

Jeremiah 33:14-16  New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 
The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 
 
Luke 21:25-36   New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Coming of the Son of Man 
25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the 
roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, 
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power 
and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your re-
demption is drawing near.” 
 
The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see 
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
Exhortation to Watch 
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this 
life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of 
the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Up-Coming Advent Activities at BPC: 
 

Advent Workshop and Alternative Gift Fair 
December 2nd, 9am 
The workshop includes activities for young and old, including an Advent wreath 
making station (suggested donation of $10). The funds from the items sold at the 
Alternative Gift Fair will go to  support global mission partners and local organi-
zations. 
The Presbyterian Women will have cards available to support a   variety of local 
and global organizations. Homemade items from  the Quilters and KnitWits will 

also be available. The Alternative Gift Fair will also be on Dec. 9 before and after worship. 
 
 
 

 

14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck  
   December 5th, 5:30pm-7pm 
 
The 14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck is sure to be a wonderful time of fun, fellow-
ship, and food! Bring a dish to share and a bag of candy or   another gingerbread house 
decorating item and be ready for lots of icing! 
 
Gingerbread Bakers Needed! 
If you are able to make gingerbread for the houses, please have it returned to the 

freezer in the kitchen by TODAY, December 2nd. Grab a copy of the recipe from the Welcome Window in 
the Gathering Space.  
 
 
 
 

Kid’s Fun Day! December 8th, 9am-12pm 
 

Want a free morning to do Christmas errands? Sign your kids up for Kid’s Fun 
Day! Hosted by the Fellowship Committee, this morning will be full of play, 
snacks, and crafts. Children up to 5th grade can participate. Kid’s must be reg-
istered by December 2nd to participate. Register online at www.blacks-
burgpres.org/KFD 
 

 
 

 
 
 



The Baby Shop Tree 
December 2-30 

The Baby Shop Tree helps us stock up on items we are in need of to meet the needs of our  clients. Please 
take a tag (or two or three). Once you have purchased the items, bring your tag and items back and place 
them under the tree in the Gathering Space at BPC. They do NOT need to be wrapped.  
 

The Baby Shop is located in Christiansburg and is a ministry of St. Paul United Methodist Church of Chris-
tiansburg and Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. The Shop serves families in Montgomery County and Rad-
ford City who have at least one child and qualify for certain    social services. We are a donations-based 
project run by community volunteers.  

 
 
 

Woodchucks Food Baskets 
Collecting Donations November 15 – December 15 

During the cold winter months, supporters of the BPC Firewood Ministry, Woodchucks, are busy 
delivering firewood to those who can pay and to those who cannot. During this season, we would 
like to provide some additional warmth and cheer to the neediest of our recipients in the form of 
food, and you are invited to participate in this ministry to our community. Collection bins have been 
placed around the church for your donations. This is an opportunity for everyone who can and can-
not run a chainsaw to show the love of Christ.  

 

Suggested items: 
- Boxed dinners such as mac-and-cheese 
- Canned fruits and vegetables 
- Canned meat such as tuna 
- Dry pasta 
- Spaghetti sauce 
- Cereal 
- Pop tarts 
- Powdered milk in individual packets 
- Dried beans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2018 Advent Alternative Gifts	
	
	

	
Women’s	Resource	Center’s	mission is to implement individual and social change for a violence-
free community in the New River Valley region of  
Virginia, by providing programs and services to adults and children who have   experienced sexual 
or domestic violence, and by providing education, training, and prevention programming to the 
public and to allied professionals.	
	
From its inception, providing board members, volunteers, funding, and much needed everyday 
items necessary for the care of the children.  

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The KnitWits have made shawls, cowls, headbands and fingerless gloves, and the Quilters have 
made aprons, coasters, zipper and snap pouches, pillows and fabric stars to decorate your home 
for the holidays. Prices will range from $3 to $40. 



2018 Advent Alternative Gifts 

 
 

This year, on December	2nd	at	9am	and	December	9th, you will have the opportunity 
to participate in BPC’s Advent Workshop and Alternative Gift Fair. Presbyterian Women 
will offer alternative gift giving options. Cards for mailing will come with all donations. 
The list below offers a brief description of each of the organizations you will have the 

chance to support through       donating in someone’s memory or honor.  
You will also have the opportunity to purchase items made and donated by the KnitWits 

and Quilters. All proceeds from those sales will go to the Women’s Resource Center of the 
New River Valley. 

 
 
Bread	for	the	World is a nonpartisan non-profit Christian voice urging our 
nation’s decision-makers to end hunger at home and abroad. One (1) in five 
(5) American children live in a family that struggles to put food on the table.  
Studies have shown that, in developing countries, malnutrition can cause 
stunting and other problems in the bodies and brains of children. The risks 
are the same for children in the U.S. 

 
CEDEPCA	(Protestant	Center	for	Pastoral	Studies	in	Central	America) 
is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization headquartered in Guatemala.  Its min-
istries are far-reaching, including working to eliminate violence against 
women and children and      educating community leaders about how to 
deal with natural disasters.  CEDEPCA contributions this year will be used 

to purchase water filters in Guatemala.  Ninety-seven percent (97%) of rivers, lakes, and streams 
are contaminated with bacteria of fecal origin.  Over half of the population does not have access 
to clean water. One (1) of every five (5) children does not reach the age of five (5) because of an 
intestinal infection. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



2018 Advent Alternative Gifts	
	
 
ECPAT‐USA	(End	Child	Prostitution	and	Trafficking) is a non-profit 501(c)3 or-
ganization that is part of the only global network dedicated to protecting children 
from all forms of commercial sexual exploitation. Tens of millions of vulnerable 
children, women, and men worldwide are captured, sold, and held against their 
will for forced labor,  including sexual service and fighting wars. 

	
Tassa	Tags, which are ECPAT International luggage tags (or may be used on 
any kind of bag) are made at The Regina Center in Nongkhai, Thailand. 
They are a fair-trade product and directly support the women there at risk 
for sex trafficking, keeping them employed, able to support their families and 
send their children to school.  PW will   offer a free Tassa Tag to anyone donating $12 or more.  
 

Malawi is a BPC partnership and ministry with involvement in particular at 
the Mulanje Mission. Funding provides aid to the hospital, primarily for med-
icines; which are in short supply;     aid to the Public Health Program; and aid 
to the Food Security Program. Donations also provide medical scholarships at 
the  Mulanje College of Nursing and further medical training for employees at 
the hospital, as well as scholarships for students at Mulanje Secondary School 

where education is not free. 
 
 

Micah’s	Backpack is a non-profit 501(c)3 faith community initiative 
that provides direct food assistance for children in low income families.  
Every Friday during the school year, identified students receive a 
backpack filled with two breakfasts, two dinners, snacks, juice, milk 
boxes, and an educational piece. Friday mornings volunteers deliver the 

bags and the partner schools distribute them to the students. Currently, a number of children in 
Blacksburg schools receive a gift of healthy food during the academic year and during the summer 
break.  In addition to Micah’s Backpack and Micah’s Mobile Backpack, the program incorporates 
Micah’s Soup for Seniors and Micah’s Closet. 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



2018 Advent Alternative Gifts	
	

	
To	Our	House is a non-profit 501(c)3 group of interested citizens, faith 
communities, and social service professionals who have joined to provide 
temporary shelter for single, homeless men (and now women) in the New 
River Valley from November through March. Local faith communities host 
the shelter, providing meals and fellowship, through many volunteers. 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church is a host church. Participants have stated 

that they have the feeling of being a part of a family and have even called it a life-saving expe-
rience. 
 
	

UKirk	Campus	Ministry	at	Virginia	Tech	(Cooper	House) partners with the 
Presbytery of the Peaks and four area churches, one of which is Blacksburg 
Presbyterian Church.  Students gather for dinner, fellowship, worship, discus-
sion, and for planning participation in mission activities locally and globally.  
Pastoral care is offered following its mission “to nurture the faith develop-
ment and discipleship of the students, respond to human needs regardless of 

ethnicity, gender, or sexual orientation, and promote peace and justice as Christ teaches us.” 
 
 

VICCC	(Valley	Interfaith	Child	Care	Center,	Inc.) is a 501(c)3 organi-
zation that serves children of low-income families. With special sup-
port from New River Valley faith communities, VICCC’s goal is to create 
high-quality, affordable, educational, and nurturing care for young chil-
dren (ages 0-5) of low-income working families in the New River Val-
ley. BPC has been supportive of this endeavor from its inception, 

providing board members, volunteers, funding, and much needed everyday items necessary 
for the care of children.  

 
 

 
 


