
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAYAFTER PENTECOST/STEWARDSHIP 
NOVEMBER 4, 2018 

 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“No one has ever become poor by giving.”    – Anne Frank (1929-1945) 

 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
 

PRELUDE Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet MICHAEL SMITH  
 Joyful Noise   
 

 

When I feel afraid,   I will not forget 
and I think I’ve lost my way,   Your love for me and yet 
still you’re there right beside me.  My heart forever is wandering. 
Nothing will I fear,   Jesus be my guide, 
As long as you are near.   And hold me to your side, 
Please be near me to the end.  I will love you to the end. 

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
And a light unto my path. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Lisa Smith 
 Praise the Lord, all you faithful people! 
  With all the saints, we sing God’s praise. 
 By the grace of Christ, we are God’s own. 
  With all the blessed ones, we rejoice. 
 

 

 HYMN No. 326 vv. 1-4         For All the Saints SINE NOMINE 

   

PRAYER OF APPROACH     
God of all glory, we gather here today with the saints of every time and place to honor and 
praise your holy name. As you have revealed your mercy and might to your faithful people in 
every age, so let us glimpse—even through our tears—the mystery of your life-giving grace and 
the love that even death cannot destroy; through Jesus Christ, Alpha and Omega. Amen. 
 

 Please stand in body or in spirit. 



 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION     

O God, you have been faithful, yet we have not loved you with our whole hearts. You showed us 
how to love our fellow human beings, yet we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Turn us 
back to you, O God, that we may follow your commandments; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
. . . (a time of silent confession follows). In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayers. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  Beloved, the Lord is loving, merciful, and just. 
   Therefore we are made whole. 
  God’s forgiveness turns us toward each other, 
   So we may love God and neighbor.  
   

GRATEFUL RESPONSE   For All the Saints SINE NOMINE         
 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
 Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,  
 Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  
 Allelluia! Alleluia! 
  
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READING Revelation 21 (selected verses) 
 
ANTHEM Jerusalem, My Happy Home MARK SHEPPERD 

Jerusalem, my happy home, when shall I come to thee? 
When shall my sorrows have an end?  Thy joys when shall I see? 
 

Thy gardens and thy gallant walks continually are green; 
They grow such sweet and pleasant flowers as nowhere else are seen. 
 

There trees forevermore bear fruit and evermore do spring; 
There evermore the angels dwell and evermore do sing. 
 

O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare for that bright home of love, 
That I may see Thee and adore with all Thy saints above. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Mark 12:28-34 
 

SERMON   “First Things”             Dr. Taylor 
 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

HYMN No. 374 O Holy City, Seen of John MORNING SONG

   
MINUTE FOR MISSION Stewardship Shelley Fortier 
  NRV Habitat Director 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 

OFFERTORY Sarabande on ‘Land of Rest’ GERALD NEAR 
 

 DOXOLOGY            
 
  PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
All are welcome at Christ’s table.  Use the center aisle to reach a station, take a piece of bread and dip it in the 
cup. Return to your seat by the side aisle.  Gluten, dairy and egg-free bread and individual cups are available at 
the center station in front.  If you need to remain seated, the elements will be brought to you.   

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                          
The Lord be with you, 

 And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts, 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  We join all the saints in proclaiming our faith: 
     Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
               

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
...Hear now the names of those we have lost from the body of Christ and from our hearts into the  mystery 

             of life beyond death with you:   

Curtis Woodward Roane Margaret Grayson   Jane Talbot 
Linda Haak   E. Neal Boyd   Kathleen Wampler 
Robert Stuart   William Warren Taylor  Betty Griffin 
Daniel Foster 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

      SHARING BREAD AND CUP 
 COMMUNION MUSIC      Pie Jesu GABRIEL FAURÉ

  Maggie Good, soprano 
Blessed Jesu, Lord, I pray in thy mercy grant them rest. 
Blessed Jesu, Lord, I pray in thy mercy grant them everlasting rest.  

 

 PRAYER AFTER SUPPER    
   

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 694           Great God of Every Blessing                    AURELIA 

 

 BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE Postlude in D GUSTAV MERKEL  



     
 
  

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

NOVEMBER 4, 2018 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 

We are grateful for Lisa Smith who is our liturgist today. 
 

The Celebration Flowers in worship today are sponsor by Marilyn, Mark and Jon in loving memory of 
David Hutchins. 
 
Creation Care Thought: Single-use plastic bags.  Imagine five plastic grocery bags stuffed with plastic trash…sitting 
on every foot of coastline around the world—that would correspond to about 8.8 million tons, [a] middle-of-the-road 
estimate of what the ocean gets from us annually.  It’s unclear how long it will take for it to completely biodegrade into 
its constituent molecules.  Estimates range from 450 years to never.  –source: National Geographic June 2018, p. 46 
 
BPC’s Fall Art Exhibit. If you think of colored pencils as a medium for children, plan to be amazed at what Jennifer 
Carpenter can do with them! See her exhibit in Westminster Library and know that you are looking at award-
winning work which has been featured in a variety of art magazines and books. Jennifer lives in Christiansburg and will 
have an Art Forum on January 13. 
 

Are you interested in the arts? Visual? Dramatic? Crafts? Poetry? Pottery? Please come and add to the conversation 
on Sunday, Nov. 11 after church in Westminster Library. We’ll keep it brief, but we  want to know your ideas and 
interest in the arts at BPC. Questions and comments to Martha Dillard or Kendra Crabtree. 
 

Book Drive: Faith Circle is collecting new and (very) gently used children books for NRV CARES and the 
Montgomery County Christmas Store. We need books for reading levels Pre-K through 12th grade. The Christiansburg 
Goodwill bookstore and Once Upon a Child are good sources of gently used books. There will be two collection boxes; 
one in the Narthex and a box on the lower level near the parking lot entrance. Please contact Julie Burger 
(juliaburger@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 
 



 

Canned Pork and Beans Collection for Montgomery County Christmas Store begins 
Sunday, Nov. 4-Nov. 25, 2018. BPC’s annual canned food drive for the Christmas Store     begins t Sunday, 
Nov. 4th. Our goal is 1,000 cans of pork and beans. The Christmas Store serves about one thousand low-
income households, enabling them to celebrate a dignified Christmas  holiday. Please bring your cans of Pork 

and Beans to the church, and deposit them in one of the large green plastic containers located near the office and 
downstairs hallway. Monetary donations will also be accepted and used to purchase cans to help meet our goal. Please 
mark “Pork and Beans” on checks left in the offering plate or office.  

 

 
Feed the Flock: Once a month, BPC provides the meal for UKirk’s weekly Tuesday gatherings. The last one of the 
semester is November 13 and the meal is Thanksgiving dinner! If you would like to participate or have any questions, 
contact University Ministry Chair, Karen Watson at university@blackburgpres.org.  
 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Craig Woolsey     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Sarah Woolsey   Mon-Sunday: Brian Smith 
Prayer Room: Today: Brian Smith/Jeananne Dixon-Bame    Next Sunday: Jimmy Ritter/Nancy Furr 
Ushers:   Elva Miller, Lois Price, Jim Echols and Rob Kincaid 
 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC – HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
  November 4 Daylight Saving Time Ends- Fall back 1 hour   
    Stewardship Season  
    Sunday School for all at 9:00 a.m. 
    Shift Small Group at 9:00 a.m. - WM 
    Transitional Team meets at 9:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Children’s Ed Ministry meeting 11:30 a.m. –Prayer Room 
    Fair Trade Items available following worship-Reduced prices 
 Nov. 5 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. – FH 
    Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. at Patti Giles’ home, 1302 Grissom Lane, BBrg 
    Youth Group meets at BPC 5:30-7:30 for Dinner & Discussion-FH 
 Nov. 6 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. –HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Rm Every Tuesday- All are welcome 
 Nov. 7 Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. –WM 
    Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR  
    Handbells meet 6:00 p.m.  
    Adult Choir Rehearsal at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
    PJGM meets at 7:00 p.m.- WM 
 Nov. 10 Gleaning to Give- Windy Hills Farm, 1540 Creekside Lane, Riner, VA 24149 
 Nov. 11 Stewardship Dedication Sunday 
    Sunday School for all at 9:00 a.m. 
    Shift Small Group at 9:00 a.m. - WM 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Art Committee Informational Meeting following worship-WM     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Nov. 13 Malawi meets at 12:00 p.m. –HCR 
 Nov. 14 Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Peg Warren’s home,1201 Highland Circle, Bbrg 
 Nov. 18 Men’s Choir 
   Cents-Ability Collection 
   Montgomery County-Radford City-Floyd County branch of NAACP General Body   
      Meeting at 3:30 p.m. at Old Hill School Community Center 570 N. High St.,Cbrg  
   Session meeting at 7:00 p.m. – HCR 
 Nov. 21 Poinsettia Orders due today 
 Nov. 22 & 23 Church Office Closed – Happy Thanksgiving! 
 Nov. 25 Pork & Bean Collection for Montgomery County Christmas Store Deadline 
 December 2 First Sunday of Advent 
   Advent Workshop and Gift Fair 9:00 a.m. – FH 
   Fair Trade Items Available (Last day!)- Reduced prices 
 Dec. 5 14th Annual Gingerbread Potluck 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
 Dec. 8 Kid’s Fun Day 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Adult Education Opportunity: Nov. 4, 11, 18 – 9:00 a.m.- 10:00 a.m. 
 Adult Education Sunday School: Follow up to Smyth Lecture: John Philip Newell 
BPC members, Shane and Rachel Parson, will be leading a follow-up discussion about Celtic Spirituality based on 
the lectures John Philip Newell shared during the recent Smyth Lectures Series. Everyone is welcome, even if you 
couldn’t attend the Smyth Lectures. 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Coffee Project 
 

The Presbyterian Coffee Project, which distributes fair trade coffee and chocolate, has been a mission of Blacksburg 
Presbyterian Church for nearly 20 years. Over the past few years, as fair trade coffee has become readily available 
in our locality, we have slowly seen our sales dropping off. Therefore, we have decided that our work is over, and 
we will end our project as of the end of 2018. We know that the members of BPC are dedicated to supporting the 
Equal Exchange Movement and trust that all of you will continue to purchase fairly traded coffee and other products 
from other sources. Our coffee can still be ordered as needed for church functions.  
 
As a farewell gesture to church members we will be offering our coffee at a reduced price until the end of the year 
(November 4 and December 2). Come on by and join us for a last cup of coffee together. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
Gleaning to Give 

Saturday, November 10, 9AM to 12PM 
at Windy Hills Farm in Riner, VA 

  
What is this? Join with your church community to spend the morning gathering produce (in this case 
turnips) that have been left in the field to be distributed and used by food banks, soup kitchens, food 
pantries and other hunger agencies.  
  
What organization will we work with? Society of St. Andrew, through the Potato and Produce Project, 
sponsors gleaning in this field throughout the fall.   
  
Who can come? This is an event for all ages. There is no age limit in the field as long as parents are 
responsible for watching children. The Potato and Produce Project recommends gleaning for children in 
grade 2 and up.   
  
What should I wear/bring? Wear layers appropriate for the weather. Event will occur rain or shine. Bring 
drinks and snacks, lunch if you would like to stay and eat at the farmhouse yard with the group after 
gleaning is finished. 
  
RSVPs are required by Thursday, November 8. Please contact the church office to RSVP, and let us 
know if you would like to meet earlier at the church for carpooling. Waivers will be completed by 
everyone, and any gleaners under 18 will need a waiver signed by an adult.  A brief orientation at 9am at 
the farm is required for everyone.  
  
             
Leviticus 23:22 
 'When you reap the harvest of your land, moreover, you shall not reap to the very corners of your 
field nor gather the gleaning of your harvest; you are to leave them   for the needy and the alien. I 
am the LORD your God.'" 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  

It’s time to order 

WHITE POINSETTIAS & PINE 
 

Help make our sanctuary glorious for the holidays.  You may purchase one or more        poinsettias, 

and take the opportunity to honor or remember someone special.  

 A booklet listing all of the poinsettia sponsorships will be published in December as part of the 

bulletin.   

Deadline for orders is Wednesday, Nov. 21, 2018.  

 If you have any questions please contact Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org or  

540-552-2504.  

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Yes, I/We would like to sponsor _____________(#) poinsettias and greenery for the sanctuary. 
 

In Honor /or In loving memory of (Please circle one):  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
____Yes, I will be taking the poinsettia(s) with me. I will take it/them after the 10:30 a.m. worship service on  

December 23, 2018. 
 
____No, I will not be taking the poinsettia(s) with me. 
 

Cost of poinsettias is $16.00 each.            Total number ordered_____________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Today’s Scripture Readings: 
 

Mark 12:28-34 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
 
The First Commandment 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered 
them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, 
O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 Then the scribe 
said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no 
other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and 
‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom 
of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


