
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 23, 2018 
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our Mission 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 

 
 

Ministers - All Members 
Pastor - Catherine Taylor 

Director of Music, Organist – Steve Lawrence 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 

Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 
Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 

Custodian - Viola Howery 
Acting Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Rev. Kathy Carpenter 

Mission Co-worker in Guatemala  
Mission Co-workers in Bangladesh – (Our Mission Partners names cannot be listed in the bulletin as they are working in an 

area with terrorism and we do not want to risk their safety.) 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Ruth Shakespeare 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GLOBAL MISSION MONTH 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2018 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of  its members.” –    

Corretta Scott King 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to 

take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE Aria FLOR PEETERS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Shane Parson 
 Happy are the people who do not follow the advice of the self-centered    
 or sit in the seat of people who make fun of others. 
 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s law day and night. 
 The Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the selfish will perish. 
 

 HYMN No. 459       O Word of God Incarnate   MUNICH 
 

PRAYER OF AWARENESS      
Clear our hearts, O God, that we may see you. Clear our hearts, O God, that we may truly see  
ourselves. Clear our hearts, O God, that we may know the sacredness of this moment and in every 
moment seek you, serve you, strengthen you, as the Living Presence in every presence. Clear our 
hearts, O God, that we may see.         John Philip Newell 

 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

O God, who makes known to us all truth, we confess that we are weighed down by our failings: 
envy distances us from other people; greed alerts us only to our own desires. Where we might 
bring reconciliation, we create conflicts. Where you call   us to give, we take. Where your pres-
ence beckons, we resist. Deal with us not as we deserve, O God, but forgive us, cleanse us, and 
teach us your way. Amen.  … (A time  of silent confession follows.)   In your mercy, Lord. Hear our 
prayer. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Spoken by the Pastor) 
 The God who loves and sustains you hears your plea. 
 The Lord desires for you a welcome  
 into the blessed community of freedom and light. 
 You are forgiven. 



 Remember the poor and the outcast, welcome the child,       
 and you will know, as well, your own welcome,        
 in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,        
 one God, Mother of all things, now and forever. 
      

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 582   Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me   GLORY TO GOD 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 1  
 
ANTHEM Children of the Heavenly Father ERIC NELSON 

Children of the heav’nly Father safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

God, His own doth tend and nourish; In his holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; In his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord, His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, and their sorrows all He knoweth. 
 

Praise the Lord in joyful numbers, your Protector never slumbers; 
At the will of your Defender, ev’ry foe then must surrender. 
 

No more a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING Mark 9:30-37  
 
SERMON “Disaster Assistance”             Catherine Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

 HYMN No. 727 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant THE SERVANT SONG 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation
  
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
OFFERTORY Children of the Heavenly Father ROBERT HOBBY 

  



DOXOLOGY   GLORY TO GOD 

  Glory to God, whose word creates and frees, 
  And to the Son, for teaching us to see, 
  And to the Spirit, heart of the Trinity. 
  As it was in the beginning, 
  Is now and ever shall be. Amen.  Text by C. Taylor 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

COMMISSIONING Bob and Delores Hendricks 
 

HYMN No. 747 The Lord Now Sends Us Forth ENVIADO 
  

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE Festival Voluntary FLOR PEETERS

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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 ANOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
SEPTEMBER 23, 2018 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 
We are grateful for Shane Parson who is our liturgist today. 
 
The Celebration Flowers in worship today are sponsored by the Spencer Family in loving memory of Norrine 
Bailey Spencer.  
 
Creation Care Thought: Tip for shrinking your carbon footprint: Wash in cold water. Almost 90 percent of 
the energy used by a washing machine goes to heat the water. Switching to cold water for your wash cycle will 
cut your carbon dioxide emissions by around 1,600 pounds a year. While old laundry soaps worked well only 
with hot water, new soaps are formulated for cold water and perform as well as or better than traditional deter-
gents. 
 

Art Exhibit: Joni Pienkowski’s exhibit in Westminster Library with cows and ice cream cones is not to be 
missed! She is sharing this exhibit of her works throughout the summer and early fall. Her art work ranges from 
abstract to portraiture to an occasional sculpture. And to cows and ice cream. She is a multi-talented woman and a 
member, along with her husband Bob, of BPC since 1961. We have enjoyed Joni's many gifts and hope you will 
enjoy these drawings. An art forum is scheduled for Oct. 7 following worship. 
 
Success in the Creation Care Garden has produced an abundance of purple coneflower and milkweed. If you would 
like seeds for common milkweed or some coneflower seedlings, please contact Sarah Windes at swindes@vt.edu 
within the next couple of weeks.  
 
Hear ye, Hear Ye! Do you love music but aren’t singing in the choir? You can still be part of worship by joining the 
handbell choir! All are invited, 6th grade and up. No experience necessary but a musical understanding is helpful. 
Please let Steve Lawrence know if you are interested at steve@blacksburgpres.org. We hope to see you there! 
 

Dinner at Green’s with Leslie Vogel, Mission Co-worker through the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Sunday, 
Sept. 23 at 5:30 p.m. Leslie will be in our neck of the woods and we are taking the opportunity to hear from her over a 
meal. BPC has supported Leslie’s ministry as a mission co-worker assigned to EDEPCA in Guatemala for several 
years. Leslie has recently changed roles within the Presbyterian Mission Agency and is now the Regional Liaison for 
Guatemala and Mexico. We look forward to hearing from her about the work God is doing in those countries and the 
work God is doing in herFor more information contact Sandy Schlaudecker by phone, 951-1314 or by email, cheese-
maker72@gmail.com.  
 

 
Box tops for Education. We just sent an envelope of the “Box Tops for Education” to the Menaul School in Albuquer-
que, NM, a Presbyterian related school with many Native American and Hispanic students. Churches all over the coun-
try send them in, enabling them to use the points for teaching materials. Please continue to place them in the marked 
box in the window in the Gathering Space. Questions? Contact Elva Miller at elva.mller@comcast.net or 951-8407. 
 
Troop #144 Girl Scouts meet every Sunday. We are taking new Girl Scouts from grades K-6, Daisy-First year Ca-
dets. We have many plans this coming year: Star gazing, Hiking, overnight camping trip in an Aquarium. If anyone is 
interested, please contact Joy Goerlich at 434-579-0043, or register online at www.gsvsc.org. 



SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Today: Brian Smith    
Elder of the Week:   Today: Karen Watson  Mon-Sunday: Nancy Artis/Peggy Kincaid 
Prayer Room: Today: Nancy Artis/Jeananne Dixon-Bame  
   Next Sunday: Deb Call/Nancy Furr  
Ushers:   Bob and Joni Pienkowski, Brent Opell and Judy Pospichal 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Sept. 23 Sunday School for all at 9:00 a.m. 
    Shift Small Group at 9:00 a.m. - WM 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group meets 5:30-7:30 p.m. for Dinner & Improv Night at BPC 
 Sept. 24 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
    Enneagram Workshop at 7:00 p.m. - WM 
 Sept. 25 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. -HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Rm Every Tuesday- All are welcome 
 Sept. 26 Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. –HCR 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 5:45 p.m. 
    Adult Choir Rehearsal at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 Sept. 27  Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
 Sept. 30 Sunday School for all at 9:00 a.m. 
    Shift Small Group at 9:00 a.m. - WM 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Global Mission Month Luncheon- FH- following worship 
    Youth Group meets at 5:00 p.m. at the Parson’s home-2682 Craigs Creek Road, Bbrg  
     for “Wisdom from the Woods” Hike & Picnic 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 October 1 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m.  
    Enneagram Workshop at 7:00 p.m. - WM 
 October 2 Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. -HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Rm Every Tuesday- All are welcome 
 October 3 Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. –HCR 
    Handbell Rehearsal at 5:45 p.m. 
    Adult Choir Rehearsal at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
 October 4 PJGM meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 October 7 Art Forum with Joni Pienkowski at 11:45 a.m. – WM 
    Youth Group meets 5:30-7:30 p.m. at BPC for Dinner & Discussion 
 October 8 Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. -TBD 
 October 13 Blacksburg Master Chorale concert at BPC at 7:30 p.m. 
 October 14 Celtic Spirituality Class at 9:00 a.m. - HCR 
    Fallapalooza  
    4:00-500 p.m. Fall Festival, 5:00-6:00 p.m. CROP Walk Dinner & Kat Mills! 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m.  
 October 17 Celtic Spirituality Class at 7:00 p.m. (Second Offering of 10/14 class)– FH/WM 
 Oct. 21 & 22 BPC’s Smyth Lecture Series - John Philip Newell- see insert 
 November 4 Daylight Saving Time Ends- Fall back 1 hour 



 

Fall Adult Education Opportunities  
 

Anxious to Talk About It, by Carolyn B. Helsel - Sunday, August 26th - October 7th  
(no class on Sept.  2nd)  9:00 a.m. in Hatcher Conference Room - Facilitated by Catherine Taylor 
 

If talking about racism makes you anxious, afraid, or even angry, you're not alone. In Anxious to 
Talk about It, pastor and professor Carolyn B. Helsel draws on her success with white congregations 
to offer insight and tools to embrace, explore and work through the anxious feelings that often arise in 
these hard conversations. You will learn how to join conversations with courage, compassion, and 
knowledge of self, others, and the    important issues at stake.  
 

SHIFT Small Group - 9:00-10:00 a.m., Westminster Library 
This is a continuation of BPC’s SHIFT that means to help those worshipping at BPC   discover and 
strengthen their discipleship identity.  
 

Fall Book Study Workshop - The Road Back to You: An Enneagram Journey to    Self-Discovery 
By Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile 
7:00 p.m. on Mondays in Westminster Library. Begins September 10th. Will meet for 5 weeks. Join 
Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communications and Church Life, this fall as we scratch the surface on 
this system of discovery. Email kendra@blacksburgpres.org to participate.  
 

Celtic Spirituality Workshop - Oct. 14 at 9:00 a.m. and Oct. 17 at 7:00 p.m. 
In anticipation of John Philip Newell being our Smyth speaker, the Adult Education   Ministry is host-
ing a workshop on the Celtic Christian tradition. The workshop, led by Rev. Dave Snyder, will touch 
on the history of the Celtic Christian experience, its  primary theological claims, and its contemporary 
contribution to the church and world.  
 

This workshop will be offered on Sunday, October 14th at 9am and again on Wednesday, October 
17th at 7p.m. for those who aren’t able to make it on Oct. 14th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Smyth Lecture Series Welcomes  

John Philip Newell 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

All events will take place at 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

Located at 701 Church St. SE, Blacksburg, VA 24060-5213 
 

Sunday, October 21st at 10:30 a.m. 
Sermon: Made in the Image of the Divine 

 

Sunday, October 21st at 7:00 p.m. 
Boundless: A Celtic Vision of the Sacred in All Things 

Lecture and Reception, including book signing 
Childcare will be provided. 

 

Monday, October 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 
Boundless: A Celtic Vision of the Sacred in All Things 

Lecture and Reception, including book signing 
Childcare will be provided. 

 

Ministry Leaders Luncheon 
Monday, October 22nd at 12:00 noon- Lunch is free-must register! 

 

Homemade lunch catered by Gillie’s  
Includes: soup, salad, bread, and dessert. 

 

You must pre-order your lunch by Friday, October 12th at  
blacksburgpres.org/smyth-lunch 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


