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The daylight lingers, parking is simpler, and thunder storms roll through in the afternoons. It’s summertime in 
Blacksburg.  
 
Here at church life is a bit more relaxed, now that Vacation Bible School is past, and I’m done serving at General 
Assembly. But life in a congregation never ceases, nor should it. Worship continues to be the heart of all we do. 
The Adult Choir takes a summer break, but that allows us to enjoy the musical gifts of various singers and instru-
mentalists. Music Director Steve Lawrence will be away for some continuing education, but former Music Intern 
Jonathan Elmore will be with us on piano. The tasks of preaching and praying, singing and praising still shape us 
and fill us at all times. There is no vacationing from worship, because worship is the place where we are most our-
selves—because we are together before God. 
 
Summer is also the time when the new elders and deacons are ordained and installed. That means that leadership 
for a third of the church’s ministries switches to a new person each July. We rotate Session terms so that two-thirds 
of the elders will always be old hands—if a year of service is enough to earn the name. But I urge us to pray for the 
elders as they transition this month. Better still, pray for your church leaders through the year. 
 
We on staff are also using the summer months to continue creating opportunities around the questions raised by 
the SHIFT process:  

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?  
What does it mean to be a gathered community of disciples?  
What does it mean to be a gathered community of disciples who join God on mission in the world? 

 
A new small group formed at the beginning of the summer to reflect on those questions and study together. Anoth-
er small group is now meeting Monday nights at 7:00 from now through July 30 to learn about Enneagrams with 
Kendra Crabtree. For those who want more casual time to be together, there’s a summer Pot Luck Supper Night 
planned for later in the month; four families are opening their homes for 10 to twelve people, and there is room for 
you. A picnic and nature hike are in the offing for August; look for news about the date and time. 
 
As I return from General Assembly, the idea of being the gathered community of disciples is even larger for me. 
Being part of a connectional church means having an even larger circle to draw strength from.  As we study, serve 
and worship in Blacksburg, may our community of disciples be an ongoing place of wisdom, learning, friendship, 
challenge, and joy for you.  
 
Peace, 
 
 
 
 
Catherine 



Prayer Concerns 
Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and 
care, we also pray for many people…  
...for Janice Woodard who is hospitalized with fluid on the lungs; 
...for Easley Smith who is recovering from being hospitalized with fluid on the 
 lungs; 
...for Bob Stuart who is in hospice care; 
...for Phyllis Hain who fell and broke her hip, had surgery and is recovering; 
...for the family of Margaret Grayson, who passed away April 10;  
...for the family of Neal Boyd, who passed away June 16; 
...for the family of Linda Haak, who passed away June 14; 
...for the family of Kathleen Wampler, who passed away June 20; 
...for Elva Miller’s sister-in-law’s son who has stage four esophageal cancer
  and for her other sister-in-law who has COPD; 
...for Shirley Larson’s sister who is recovering from spinal surgery; 
...for Suzanne Ducker’s father who is dealing with health issues; 
...for William Ducker’s father who is dealing with health issues; 
...for Larry Wright, husband of Anne Wright and father of Marcia Wright  and 
Allison Kruckow, who is undergoing treatment for lung cancer; 
...for Juan Espinoza’s father who is dealing with health concerns; 
...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times;  
...for Sherry and Randy Ingham's 3-year-old granddaughter,  
           Emily Schroepfer, who was diagnosed with Leukemia and is  
           undergoing chemotherapy; 
 

Continue to be in prayer for  John Wilson, Alfred Howery, Jackie Harder, 
Edith Stockton, Susan Barnard, Laurie Wolf, Barbara Houston, Ted Ake, Wil-
moth O’Dell, Rosa Linkous,  Mark Rakes, Marcia Cowley,   David Doherty, 
Anne Grover, Joan Munford, Carolyn White, and Margaret Dawson. 

Newsletter deadlines! 
We look forward to your items  for the newsle er. Please have all items  
submi ed to Sherry by July 16, 2018. Items may be submi ed by email to: 
sherry@blacksburgpres.org. 
 

Newsle er Schedule:  
August 1, 2018 (deadline July 16) 

September 1, 2018 (deadline August 15) 
 

Don’t forget our newsle er is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 
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Volunteers needed!  
Habitat for Humanity of the New River 
Valley is in the process of building a 
duplex in Christiansburg for two won-
derful families! We would like to invite 
you to help build these homes. Habitat for 
Humanity strives to give a hand up not a 
hand out. We do this by working with qual-
ified families who have a housing need.  
Register here to volunteer:  
https://habitatnrv.us14.list-mange.com/
track/click?
u=8b92c69901b5dcfc6fb9071e0&id=d8a2
c6f2f2&e=5d88eaf451 
 
If you want to learn more about how Habi-
tat NRV works with community partners to 
build and    finance homes for families in 
need, please visit, http://
www.habitatnrv.org/ 

 

Margaret Grayson 
12/30/1922—04/9/2018 

 
Linda Haak 

03/14/1941—06/14/2018 

Neal Boyd 
12/20/1922—06/16/2018 

 
Kathleen Wampler 

02/05/1928—06/20/2018 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven:   a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time 
to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to 

break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh;   
a time to mourn, and a time to dance.”  

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 
Please hold these families in your prayers. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Interfaith Food Pantry is in need of 
Donations 

The Interfaith Food Pantry is in need of   
donations and financial assistance. There is 
a bin under the coat rack for donations–  
surplus from your vegetable garden is     
always welcome and can be taken directly to 
the Food Pantry.  
 
Financial contributions can be given to 
BPC’s office with Interfaith Food Pantry in 
the memo line. 
 
 Our church staffs the Food Pantry on the 
1st Monday and 3rd Thursday of each 
month. Our faithful volunteer, Delores Hen-
dricks, will be leaving Blacksburg and we will 
need a replacement for her. If you can help, 
please call Lynn Lipsey at 540-951-7775. 
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Casa Materna is an important CEDEPCA Women’s Ministry  
Her delivery date is close. Complications arise, and she 
can barely stand with the pain. To get help, she has a 
long, dirt path to walk for miles. She may lose her baby 
on the road; she may lose her life. She walks to Ca-
habón, a village in the most impoverished state in Gua-
temala. Its population is 95% indigenous Maya Q'eqchi, 
and most of the women speak only this language. The 
community is 90% rural, which means they live in the 
mountains and lack easy access to medical help during 
pregnancy. These women travel over dirt roads and 
treacherous terrain to reach the Medical Center in the 
town. The center does not have the facilities to house 
expectant mothers and turns away those not in labor. 
Casa Materna Ana Sayre was built in Cahabón with the 
help of the Rev. Anne Sayre, who identified maternal 
mortality as one of the gravest issues of the district. In 
Guatemala, 224 babies die out of every 1,000 born, a 
maternal death rate that is second highest in the West-
ern Hemisphere. Sayre, a Presbyterian minister who 
served as a mission co-worker with CEDEPCA, worked 
to establish a partnership between the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, CEDEPCA and the Northern Dis-
trict of the Nazarene Church in Guatemala. This birthing center in the village of Cahabón was estab-
lished through CEDEPCA’s Women’s Ministry to help pregnant women in remote areas have a free 
and safe place to finish their labor close to a health center. Today the Casa Materna Ana Sayre is a 
functioning women’s house where pregnant women can stay while awaiting labor. All of the women 
who have used the Casa since it opened its doors in 2014 have given birth to healthy babies and sur-
vived. Several of the women experienced potentially dangerous complications but were able to be di-
agnosed by the resident nurse early enough to travel to a hospital to receive appropriate life-saving 
care. Sayre and CEDEPCA Women’s   Ministry coordinator Betty Carrera bring visiting medical groups 
and volunteer construction crews yearly.  The clinic offers workshops on pre and postnatal care, family 
planning and related women’s ministry issues. As word spreads to the surrounding small communities, 
more and more young women are utilizing the Casa. With only six beds, the Casa is often full to over-
flowing. Casa Materna would like to have North American midwives come to work, teach and learn with 
Guatemalan midwives.    
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FUEGO VOLCANO UPDATE AND OPPORTUNITY 
 

As you are aware, the Fuego volcano spewed a five-mile stream of lava, burying different communities 
and raining smoke and ash on other regions. At least 69 people, including children, have been killed and 
nearly 1,702,136 persons have been affected due to this disaster. CEDEPCA is going to the affected 
communities, and our Disaster Ministry is working to assist post-disaster response teams (working along 
with ACT Alliance). We invite you to donate and help us to respond in this emergency.  
You can click here: Donate  (http://www.cedepca.org/en/donate) 
 
 

If writing a check to BPC, on the memo line specify that it 
will be for “Guatemala Disaster Relief.” 
 

Your donations will be used for personal hygiene kits, psy-
chosocial support, restoring livelihood (planting seeds, 
breeding animals, population relocation and housing, water 
filters, etc.) 
We will keep you informed of the progress of our efforts.  
 

Your prayers also are needed at all turns. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Judith Castañeda, General Coordinator 

Photograph: Johan Ordonez/AFP/Getty Images  
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CREATION CARE TEAM 

Great news: Our  collection of plastic film, with the goal of obtaining a free bench from Trex for  Head Star t, is 
nearly complete!  We have collected more than 400 lbs toward our 500 lb. goal!!  Please review the instructions be-
low, even if you have already been participating. 
 
Note: Remember  that the Town of Blacksburg is only collecting plastic CONTAINERS labelled #1 and 
#2.  This should NOT be confused with our plastic FILM collection described below.  

 

         Plas c Film Recycling 
      Instruc on Chart 

 

All who participate must make sure you are collecting the right thing for Trex plastic film recycling.  
You must be able to answer YES to ALL of the following questions: 

Is it plastic film? (Containers are recycled through the Town of Blacksburg.) 
Is it dry? 
Is it clean and free of food residue? 
Is it polyethylene? (see steps below to identify polyethylene) 
 

*If you are in doubt, do NOT put it in the collection. * 
More than very minimal contamination (< 5%) makes Trex alternative wood products defective. 

 
How to identify polyethylene film: 
(Do these steps in order. Proceed to the next step only if necessary.) 
1. Is it labeled PE in the recycling code – HDPE, LDPE, MDPE, or LLDPE   (NOT PVC, PP, PS, PET,  
 PETE) ? If YES, you may recycle and stop here. 
2. Is it labeled #2 or #4 with the recycling symbol?  If YES, you may recycle and stop here. 
3. Is it in the YES list of films below, and NOT in the NO list of films? Sort appropriately.  
4. If it is not on either list, try the thumb test.  PE deforms (stretches) under thumb pressure and does not tear  
cleanly. 

Yes! 
• Grocery, carryout, produce, bread, dry cleaning bags, and newspaper sleeves 
• ‘Zip-loc” type clear resealable bags 
• Plastic shipping envelopes (remove labels), bubble wrap, air pillows (deflate) 
• Wraps on cases/packages of water/soda bottles, paper towels, napkins, bathroom tissue, diapers, etc 
• Furniture/mattress/pallet wrap (often in strips) 
• Ice and wood pellet bags (not salt bags) 
• Bags or packaging film that have the ‘How2Recycle label’ 

NO! 
• Plastic films labeled PP or #5 (this is polypropylene plastic) or any other # than #2 or #4 
• Bags labeled ‘degradable/compostable’, six-pack rings, ‘woven’ plastic such as tarps or bird seed bags 
• Cookie and candy bags, candy bar wrappers, chip bags 
• Pre-washed salad mix bags, frozen food bags, cheese and shredded cheese packages 
• ‘Saran’ type cling food wraps, meat packaging shrink wrap 

Recycling locations at BPC 
Boxes are 1) Just inside the Eakin St. door to the left of the coat racks and 2) downstairs, as you enter from 
the parking lot, to the right in the hallway near the bench by the water fountain.  Take-home lists of plastic 
films that can be recycled are available on the boxes. 



BPC’s CENTS-ABILITY  
COLLECTION   

Sunday, July 22, 2018 

Montgomery County Baby Shop 

Have you noticed in the story of Jesus feeding five thousand 
people that the first thing Jesus says when he hears from the 
disciples about the need to feed the people is not something 
like “OK, let me work my magic here” but rather “You give 
them something to eat”. In other words, Jesus looks at the 
crowd and indicates that the disciples themselves have the 
resources to feed them. As Bishop Michael B. Curry writes 
in bread (Bread for the World May-June 2018), “When they 
brought him the little they had, [Jesus] made sure that it was 
enough, indeed it was more than enough...” 
 
“The first conflict in the early church was not about theology, 
or ecclesiology, or eschatology, but about scarcity and failure 
to provide. In the book of Acts, it says that a complaint arose 
because some followers of Jesus were not receiving the same 
daily distribution as others.” Actual bread was needed as well 
as spiritual Bread. 
“Jesus looked at the multitudes whowere hungry: spiritually 
hungry [and] physically hungry. And even more important, 
he reminded all those who would follow him in the Jesus 
Movement that what they had to provide was enough, was 
more than enough. It still is.” One thing the story of the feed-
ing of five thousand people is telling us is that we should not 
underestimate the power of our own resources or approach 
the need of the world with an attitude of scarcity. There is 
enough to go around if we are truly willing to share what we 
have. Think of this when giving your Cents-Ability offering 
this month. 

The MCBS is a collaboration between St. Paul 
United Methodist Church of Christiansburg and 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church.  
 

About 1/3 of all visits are by families that have not 
visited the Baby Shop before.  

 

They continue to need more clothing for newborns 
through children of 5 years of age. Contact Craig & 
Melinda Winslow for more information on how you can 
help at:  mwins6@yahoo.com.  

The Montgomery County Baby Shop is located at: 
220 W. Main Street 
Christiansburg, VA  24073 
 

Located on the property of  
St. Paul United Methodist Church 
 

540-382-2410 

Or visit us on the web: http://www.themcbs.org 
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MALAWI PARTNERSHIP MINISTRY 
TUTORING IN SCIENCE 
Friends, yes, the students at Mulanje Secondary School have 
completed their Tutoring in Science to prepare them to take their 

national exams at the close of this senior year.  BPC funding support-
ed this program. 

We will anxiously await to see how they do and how many decide to go on 
for further schooling or training.  It is an interesting experiment and a hope-
ful one! We are not sure that this approach has been tried before in that re-
gion.  With no Science teacher and no Science Lab at the school, it is al-
most impossible to do well in the national exams without tutoring.   
 

COLLEGE OF NURSING 
 In addition 4 BPC supported students continue their studies at the Mulanje 
College of Nursing. We will report as we hear from Keith Lipato, the Di-
rector of the School.   
 

$12,000 SENT TO MULANJE MISSION HOSPITAL 
Thanks to the wonderful support and generosity of this congregation, $12,000 is being sent this month to our Mission 
Partner, Dr. Ruth Shakespeare, the Director of the Mulanje Mission Hospital, to be used  for medications (often rare in 
Malawian hospitals) and support of the Sustainable Livelihoods Program run by the Hospital. This program covers ani-
mal projects of sheep and goats, agricultural education in the local villages, vast improvements in irrigation procedures 
and  lectures and programs in the local elementary schools. 
 

THANK YOU BPC.   Ruth Shakespeare continually sends their  thanks and appreciation for  our   suppor t over  
the years  and she considers us as their true friends and partners!  



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  FOR MAY 29, 2018, AND JUNE 3, 2018 

 

JONI PIENKOWSKI’S SUMMER EXHIBIT IN WESTMINSTER 
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August Birthdays  
1 -  Meg Laing 
3-  Trish Haak, Joe Ivers, Heidi Swartzwelder 
4 – Nancy Furr, Heather Polikoff 
5 -  Lois Price  
7 – Buddy Russell 
8 – Frances Russell 
9 – Brenda Long 
10 –Malcolm Laing 
12 – Les Myers 
13 – Samantha Haak 
17 – Jim Rakes  
18 – Ed Spencer 
19 – Deb Call 
21 – Stewart Laing 
22 – Bob Pienkowski, Edith Stockton   
24 – Jennifer Grover, Suzan Mauney, Forrest Thye 
26 – Russell Drumheller, Henry Evans   
27 -  Wilmoth O’Dell, Lily Anne Rascher 
28 -  Natalie Rascher 
30 – Chris Bundren, Jonathan Kruckow 
31 – Rob Kincaid, Tzipora Roberts, Janice Woodard 

 

July Birthdays  
2 – Wyatt Eschenmann 
3 – Andrew Warren 
7 – Sally Greenfield 
9 – Erika Slagel-Perry 
10 – Lois Doherty, Laina Stewart 
12 – Nora Green, Roy Jones, Sharon Watkins 
14 – Diane Wilson 
15 – Alexandra Grieco, Dave Snyder 
16 – Mary Hendricks Jasma 
18 – Will Sanderson  
22 – Darrell Bosch 
23 – Charles Goodsell 
24 – James Harder, Delores Hendricks 
25 – Julianna Anthony 
26 – Jonathan Anderson, Alec Good  
27 – Tom Howard  
28 – Connor McFall 
29 – Natalie Green, Fred McCormick 
31 – Susan Miller, Lynn Thye  

 Received a report on the kitchen renovation project, indicating that it has been decided to replace 
the floor in the kitchen as well.  Money donated for this project was sufficient to cover this addition-
al expense. 

 
 Approved Catherine to officiate at a marriage of friends in Gaithersburg, Maryland. 
 
 Approved a one-time offering of a course on estate planning by church member Courtney Roberts. 

 

 Accepted Elizabeth (Beth) Mattson into membership by transfer of membership (at called meeting  
 on June 3). 
 

• Discussed the process whereby elders whose term expires this summer will rotate off session and 
new elders will take their place. 

Joni Pienkowski's exhibit in Westminster Library with cows and ice cream cones is not to be missed! She is 
sharing this exhibit of her works throughout the summer and early fall. Her art work ranges from abstract to por-
traiture to an occasional sculpture. And to cows and ice cream. She is a multi-talented woman and a member, 

along with her husband Bob, of BPC 
since 1961. We have enjoyed Joni's 
many gifts and hope you will enjoy these 
drawings. An art forum is being planned 
for early autumn. 



Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
Monday, July 2 
  7:00 p.m.  Summer Book Study—WM 
Tuesday, July 3 
    7:30 a.m.  Summer Morningstars at Panera‐   
   715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m. Staff meets—HCR 
   Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
 
Wednesday, July 4  Independence Day—Church 
      Office Closed 
 
 Sunday, July 8 
  9:15 a.m.  Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 
Monday, July 9 
   7:00 p.m. Summer book Study—WM 
Tuesday, July 10 
  7:30 a.m.  Summer Morningstars at Panera‐   
   715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, July 11 
   9:30 a.m. Staff meets  ‐ WM 
   9:30 a.m. Caring for the Community– HCR 
   2:00 p.m. Worship Ministry meets– HCR 
Sunday, July 15 
  9:15 a.m.  Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 
Monday, July 16 
   7:00 p.m. Summer book Study—WM 
Tuesday, July 17 
  7:30 a.m.  Summer Morningstars at Panera‐   
   715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, July 18 
   9:30 a.m. Staff meets  ‐ HCR 
Sunday, July 22 
  9:15 a.m.  Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 
Monday, July 23 
   1:00 p.m. KnitWits—WM 
   7:00 p.m. Summer book Study—WM 
Tuesday, July 24 
   7:30 a.m.  Summer Morningstars at Panera‐   
   715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, July 25 
  9:30 a.m.  Staff meets—WM 
       ...con nued 

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

...Con nued 
 

Saturday, July 28 
  6:00 p.m.  Summer Potluck Supper Night. 
Sunday, July 29 
  9:15 a.m.  Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 
Monday, July 30 
   7:00 p.m. Summer book Study—WM 
Tuesday, July 31 
  7:30 a.m.  Summer Morningstars at Panera‐  
    715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, August 1 
   9:30 a.m. Staff meets  ‐ WM 
Sunday, August 5 
10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
10:30 a.m.  Worship with Communion 
Monday, Aug. 6 
  7:00 p.m.  Summer book Study—WM 
Tuesday, Aug. 7 
  7:30 a.m.  Summer Morningstars at Panera‐  
       715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
 11:00 a.m. Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, August 8 
   9:30 a.m. Staff meets  ‐ HCR 
   7:00 p.m. PJGM meets—HCR 
Sunday, August 12 
  9:15 a.m.  Teacher Training– HCR 
10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship  
10:30 a.m.  Worship with Communion 
  4:00 p.m.  BPC Connects– more informa on to follow 
Monday, Aug. 13 
  7:00 p.m.  Faith Circle meets‐TBD 
Tuesday, Aug. 14 
  7:30 a.m.  Summer Morningstars at Panera‐  
       715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m. Quilters gather –FH 
 11:00 a.m. Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, August 15– Montgomery County Schools Begin! 
   9:30 a.m. Staff meets  ‐ HCR 
 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 
RALLY DAY– AUGUST 19! 

1ST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL—AUGUST 26 
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All things share the same breath - 
the beast, the tree, the man...  

the air shares its spirit with all the life it supports. 
- Chief Seattle [attributed]  


