
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 24, 2018 
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Our Mission 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 

 
 

Ministers - All Members 
Pastor - Catherine Taylor 

Director of Music, Organist – Steve Lawrence 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries - Susan Hunter 

Director of Communication and Church Life - Kendra Crabtree 
Office Manager - Sherry Ingham 

Custodian - Viola Howery 
Interim Campus Minister, UKirk Ministry at Virginia Tech – Rev. Kathy Carpenter 

Mission Co-worker in Guatemala – Leslie Vogel 
Mission Co-workers in Bangladesh – (Our Mission Partners names cannot be listed in the bulletin as they are working in an 

area with terrorism and we do not want to risk their safety.) 
Mission Partner in Malawi – Dr. Ruth Shakespeare 

 



 
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2018 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
     "Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you  
      can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”        -John Wesley 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to 

take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE O Lord, Most Holy  CESAR FRANK 
  Judy McCord and Renee Lahn, handbells arr. VICTOR GUMMA 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Melanie Smith   
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

       Who made heaven and earth. 
    We, who are many, become one in Christ. 
       Let us worship God. 
 

 HYMN No. 317       In Christ There Is No East or West   MC KEE 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH     
God of Power and glory, recall us today to devotion to your will, to what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. Grant us the courage to follow the way of love in the face of  all that would deny it. Speak 
to us, that we may hear and do what you intend. May   we take up the cross, not as a burden, but as 
a sign of hope. May our cheerful zeal provide a contagious witness for the cause of Christ. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
  Confident in this ever-gracious, never-failing help, we come before the Lord,   
  confessing our sin and seeking forgiveness. 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

God of mercy, we confess that, like the disciples, we set our minds not on divine things but on hu-
man things. Doubting your loving care, we grab for more than we need. Doubting your loving pur-
poses, we shrink from living as your followers. Doubting your loving plan, we become stumbling 
blocks in your creation. Forgive us that we may gain new life in you, for it is in Jesus’ forgiving 
name we pray.    … (A time of silent confession follows.)     In your mercy, Lord. Hear our prayer. 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 



PRAYERFUL RESPONSE No. 698      Take, O Take Me As I Am   TAKE ME AS I AM 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Hear the good news of the gospel. 
  In the waters of baptism,  
  We are set free from our bondage to self. 
 We are set free to live in love for God and neighbor. 
  Thanks be to God! 
    

GRATEFUL RESPONSE    MC KEE 

 Receive our heartfelt gift of thanks 
 As honor to your might; 
 Refresh our faith with each new day; 
 Protect us through the night. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN      Catherine Taylor 

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Melanie Smith 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Romans 12:1-2 
 

  Matthew 11:2-6  
 
SERMON “Kingdom Sightings”             Scott and Melanie Smith 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

 HYMN No. 320 The Church of Christ in Every Age WAREHAM 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
OFFERTORY ‘Tis the Gift to Be Simple Shaker Melody 
 Judy McCord and Renee Lahn, handbells arr. DOUGLAS WAGNER 
 
 
 
 



DOXOLOGY  I’M GONNA LIVE 
 We’re gonna live so  
 God can use us anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 We’re gonna live so 
 God can use us anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 295 Go to the World! SINE NOMINE 

 
BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE Dona Nobis Pacem arr. BEN ROUNDTREE 
 Judy McCord and Renee Lahn, handbells 
 
  
 

 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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ANOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
JUNE 24, 2018 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 
We are grateful for Scott and Melanie Smith for leading worship today and for all the gifts they share with 
the congregation. 
 
The Celebration Flowers today are sponsored by Jen and Ryan Stewart in honor of Jen’s parent’s 40th 
 wedding anniversary and her grandparent’s 62nd wedding anniversary. 
 
Creation Care Thought: As part of our promotion of celebrating wilderness and the outdoors, and thus celebrat-
ing the Creator of the earth, we encourage you to:  

1. Check out our exhibit of favorite places, submitted by BPC members, in the gathering space. 
2. Submit your own photos and/or description of your favorite local outdoor place (to the church office). 
3. Visit the Alexander Black House before July 28 to see 2 exhibits:  
Blacksburg’s Hiking Culture, which explores what hiking does for our community, what hiking opportunities 
are available in and near Blacksburg, and what goes into making these trails safe and available for people.   
The Green Tunnel: Works by Matt Gentry, which includes photographs from the Appalachian Trail. 
4. Be inspired by the above to go outside in natural places even more often! 

 
Art Exhibit: Joni Pienkowski’s exhibit in Westminster Library with cows and ice cream cones is not to be 
missed! She is sharing this exhibit of her works throughout the summer and early fall. Her art work ranges from 
abstract to portraiture to an occasional sculpture. And to cows and ice cream. She is a multi-talented woman and a 
member, along with her husband Bob, of BPC since 1961. We have enjoyed Joni's many gifts and hope you will 
enjoy these drawings. An art forum is being planned for early autumn. 
 
The following dates for Celebration Flowers are still available: July 15, Aug. 5, Oct. 7, and Dec. 30. Please 
email Sherry at sherry@blacksburgpres.org if you are interested in sponsoring any of these dates. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Dale Wolf 
Elder of the Week:   Today: Susan Bailey Mon-Sunday: Jack Call 
Prayer Room: Today: Jack Call Next Sunday: Brent Opell  
Ushers:   Marcia Wright, Zach and Heidi Swartzwelder and Jack Call 
Counters: David Harder and Forrest Thye 
 
 
 
 



 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
  June 24 Shift Small Group 9:15 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m.   
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. 
 June 25 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. 
 June 26 Summer Breakfast & Bible at Panera at 7:30 a.m. -715 University City Blvd, Bburg 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 June 27 Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. - HCR 
 June 30 Memorial Service for Margaret Grayson at 1:00 p.m. with reception  
 July 1  Shift Small Group 9:15 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. – Gathering Space 
    Worship with communion at 10:30 a.m.  
    Fair Trade items available today! 
 
  
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 July 3  Summer Breakfast & Bible at Panera at 7:30 a.m. -715 University City Blvd, Bburg  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
   Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 
 July 4  Office Closed for Independence Day  
 
 July 23 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
 July 28 Summer Potluck Supper Night begins at 6:00 p.m. 
 Aug. 19 Rally Day at BPC at 9:00 a.m. 
 Aug. 20 Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team meets at 3:30 p.m. -WM 
 Aug. 26 Sunday School Begins! 
 Oct. 21 & 22 John Phillip Newell- BPC’s Smyth Lecturer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,     
  by the mercies of God,         
  to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,     
   holy and acceptable to God       
    which is your spiritual worship.    
 Do not be conformed to this world,       
  but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,    
  so that you may discern         
   what is           
    the will of God—what is      
     good and acceptable      
      and perfect.” 

 
 

Romans 12:1-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


