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For those of you I have not yet had the pleasure of meeting, my name is Steve 
Lawrence and I am the Director of Music and Organist here at Blacksburg Pres. I’m a 
native of Floyd County, but spent most of my adult life living in New Jersey where I was 
a High School Choral Music Educator and a Church Musician. In 2010 I was able to 
retire from teaching, so I decided to move back to Floyd to be near my parents and 
grandmother, who was still living at the time. This Virginia boy is glad to be home. 
 
Earlier this spring Catherine informed us that she would be a commissioner at this 
year’s General Assembly and would be away today. She then asked me if I would put 
together a service of hymns and readings to take the place of a sermon. She and I 
bounced several themes around but nothing seemed to be clicking. Finally, I decided to 
read over the lessons appointed for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost. To my delight, 
the parable of the Mustard Seed is the appointed gospel reading. From there we got 
busy selecting parables and hymns. A few weeks ago, Catherine told me that she 
thought I should also deliver the homily at today’s service. I recoiled in horror, because I 
have never delivered a sermon before. She quickly said, “Oh don’t worry, I’ll write it for 
you.” Thankfully, she did. 
 
The parables of Jesus can be found in all the gospels, except for John, and make up a 
third of Jesus’ teachings. Many of them concern everyday things: a woman baking 
bread; a man knocking on his neighbor’s door at night; the aftermath of a roadside 
mugging; the growth of the Kingdom of God. Even among those who know little of the 
Bible, the parables of Jesus remain some of the best-known stories in the world.  
 
Scholars have long thought that Jesus’ parables are the closest we can come to his 
actual words. 
 
The word parable literally means “thrown or placed alongside.” Parables are a way to 
shed light on one thing by talking in terms of another, and are a common form of 
rabbinic teaching, occurring in the Old Testament as well as the New. Nathan the 
prophet tells King Dave a parable about a rich man who killed his poor neighbor’s pet 
sheep to serve at dinner for an out of town guest. Fortunately, David realized that 
Nathan was not really talking about neighbors or menus, but about David’s own 
shameful treatment of a loyal man. 
 
Take a minute to notice the word “thrown,” in the definition “thrown alongside.”  It 
sounds casual, almost accidental, but at the same time not. Parables are intended to 
lead to unexpected realizations. We are meant to puzzle over them and think about the 
story for a time. Most of us would agree that we are more struck by things we figure out 
for ourselves than by facts or ideas that are handed to us.  
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But we have a problem. We miss the richness of the parables if we think we already 
know them. So to get a flavor for how startling they are meant to be, here’s one that 
never made it into the Bible. Catherine pulled it from the Gospel according to Thomas, 
and scholars feel it may be an authentic parable of Jesus: 
 
“Jesus said: The kingdom of the Father is like a woman carrying a jar full of meal. While 
she was walking [on a] distant road, the handle of the jar broke (and) the meal poured 
out behind her without her knowing it. When she came to her house, she put the jar 
down (and) found it empty.” 
 
What do we make of that? Is the kingdom a full jar we will lose if we don’t pay attention? 
Are we being warned against too much self-confidence while saving knowledge is 
trickling away? Are we walking mindlessly through life in danger of finding ourselves 
empty? What will happen when the woman discovers she has lost her grain? The 
possibilities go on and on. The same can be true for the parables we think we already 
know! Or they might hold different insights for us at different stages in our lives. So 
today is an invitation to open up, listen anew, sing and enjoy, and see what new 
thoughts God gifts us with in the days to come. 


