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Who says you can’t teach an old dog new tricks?  After nearly 40 years as a music educator and 
church musician, frankly, I never dreamed I would be starting over in a new position.  But here I 
am…and finding myself more energized than I’ve been in a long while.  Blacksburg Presbyterian 
is a special place not only because of the choir, but also for its great preaching, energetic and 
supportive staff, and the many strong programs and ministries.  I am thankful to be a part of this 
church and am grateful to each of you for making C. W. and me feel so welcome. 
 
We’ve just finished the choir season and both the choir and I are looking forward to the summer 
as an opportunity to relax and recharge.  Later this month I will participate in the Music & Worship 
Conference at Montreat.   This is a conference I’ve heard about all my professional life, but have 
never had the chance to attend.  I look forward to all it has to offer. 
 
In mid-July, C.W. and I will travel to England with the choir of St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Lynchburg, where we will be the choir-in-residence at Gloucester Cathedral for an entire week.  
While at Gloucester, we will sing daily Evensong services and Holy Eucharist on Sunday.  This is 
an opportunity I have longed for my whole life and am beyond thrilled to be singing in this great 
cathedral.  After our time in Gloucester, C. W. and I will travel to Cornwall, the land of Poldark 
and Doc Martin, for a week of relaxation. 
 
While I am away in July, Jonathan Elmore will be substituting for me.  I’m sad to report that Jona-
than will not be rejoining us in the fall as he has taken the position of pianist at Christiansburg 
Church of the Brethren.  While he will be missed here at BPC, we wish him well in his new post. 
 
The fall music season begins again on August 19.  I hope over the summer many of you will con-
sider being a part of BCP’s music ministry for the new year. 
 
Best, 
 
 
 
 
Steve 
 
 



Prayer Concerns 
Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and 
care, we also pray for many people…  
 

...for Bob Stuart who is in hospice care; 

...for Phyllis Hain who fell and broke her hip, had surgery and is recovering; 
 ...for John Wilson whose mother, Vivian Jean Wilson passed away; 
...for the family of Margaret Grayson, who passed away April 10, including 
 her daughters, Nancy, Betty, and Mary. A Memorial Service will be 
 held on June 30 at 1:00 p.m.; 
...for Judith and Roy Jones’ daughter, Erika, who is recovering from breast
  cancer surgery; 
...for Elva Miller’s sister-in-law’s son who has stage four esophageal cancer
  and for her other sister-in-law who has COPD; 
...for Shirley Larson’s sister who is recovering from spinal surgery; 
...for Suzanne Ducker’s father who is dealing with health issues; 
...for William Ducker’s father who is dealing with health issues; 
...for Larry Wright, husband of Anne Wright and father of Marcia Wright
  and Allison Kruckow, who is undergoing treatment for lung cancer; 
...for Juan Espinoza’s father who is dealing with health concerns; 
...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times;  
...for Sherry and Randy Ingham's 3-year-old granddaughter,  
           Emily Schroepfer, who was diagnosed with Leukemia and is  
           undergoing chemotherapy; 
 
Continue to be in prayer for  Alfred Howery, Jackie Harder, Edith 
Stockton, Susan Barnard, Kathleen Wampler, Neal Boyd, Janice Woodard, 
Laurie Wolf, Barbara Houston, Ted Ake, Wilmoth O’Dell, Rosa Linkous,  
Mark Rakes, Marcia Cowley,  David Doherty, Anne Grover, Joan Munford, 
Carolyn White, and Margaret Dawson. 

Newsletter deadlines! 
We look forward to your items  for the newsle er. Please have all items  
submi ed to Sherry by June 15, 2018. Items may be submi ed by email to: 
sherry@blacksburgpres.org. 
 

Newsle er Schedule:  
 July 1, 2018 (deadline June 15) 
August 1, 2018 (deadline July 16) 

 

Don’t forget our newsle er is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 

Please Welcome our new arrival! 
 

Lillian Rebecca White 
Born May 12, 2018 

 
Proud parents are  

Claire and Kyle White and 
grandparents are Garland 
and Barbara McKenzie 
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Update your Directories! 
Address Changes: 

 

Rob and Peggy Kincaid 
1661 Turnberry Lane 
Riner, VA  24149 
 

Forrest and Lynn Thye 
603 Kentwood 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
 

Neal Boyd: 
3400 South Point Dr. Apt 111,  
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
(540) 552-5961 
 

Easley Smith: 
1060 Showalter Dr. Apt. 311 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
(540)552-1355 
  

Janice Woodard 
3400 South Point Dr. Ste. 234 
Blacksburg, VA  24060-1275 
(540) 951-7375 
 
Kyle and Claire White 
(Lillian) 
106 Oak Meadow Lane 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Kyle: 757-735-4174, 
kylewhite2010@gmail.com 
Claire: 804-382-2048,  
cmckenzie2010@gmail.com 
 
Garland and Barbara McKenzie 
535 Wood Haven Court 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Garland: 804-263-5924, 
Barbara: 804-382-7189, 
Family email:mckenzie4vt@verizon.net 
 
Cherese Weaver 
2607 Warm Hearth Drive, Apt. 218 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
304-66-4604, cheresel.w2@gmail.com 
 
Nathan Pienkowski and Brandy Salmon 
(Riley and Nataleigh Pienkowski) 
307 Overlook Drive 
Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Nathan: 215-279-1308,  
npienkowski@hotmail.com 
Brandy:919-593-5974 
Brandy.salmon@gmail.com 

Dear BPC, 
Thank you so much for the generous    
donations of diapers, wipes, diaper 

creams, and supplies. 
 

Judy Shelor 
Valley Interfaith Child Care Center 

 



•  Approved amendments to the Endowment By-Laws to require a group that received a large 3-year 
“seed” grant to wait 3 years before applying for another seed grant and to permit a 1-year no-
cost extension of a 3-year seed grant when appropriate. 

•  Approved placement near the front entrance of the church of a donated Peace Pole in honor of El-
va Miller. 

•  Approved installation of a new phone system for the church. 
•  Building and Grounds Ministry has assembled a committee to develop policies concerning safety 

and security of the church building. 
•  Approved a contract for $31,749 to remodel and upgrade the church kitchen this summer.  The 

project will be paid for from donations made specifically for the project. 
•  Decided to hold a session retreat in the fall.  The primary purpose of the retreat will be to develop 

a church mission statement. 
•  Approved a request from the Roanoke Symphony Orchestra to hold a Destination Concert (for 

which tickets will be sold) in the church sanctuary during the weekend of December 14, 2018. 

SESSION MEETING SUMMARY FOR APRIL 22, 2018 
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Eddie Yeatts Memorial Golf Tournament 

Hosted by  
the Eddie Yeatts Memorial Foundation, Inc. 

 

Benefiting.... 
•  Habitat for Humanity of the New River Valley— 
 Homes on Church Project (Across from BPC!) 
•  The Montgomery County Christmas Store  
 (www.mcchristmasstore.org) 
•  An endowed scholarship in Eddie’s honor at  
 New River Community College 
 

Date: Monday, June 25, 2018 
Location: Blacksburg Country Club  

(1064 Clubhouse Road, Blacksburg, VA) 
www.blacksburgcc.com 

 

Registration: Begins at 11:30a.m.   
Lunch: noon to 1:00 p.m.   

Tee Times: 1:00 p.m. Shotgun 
Awards/Cocktails: Following competition (6:00 p.m.) 

 
Golf entries: 4-Person Team: $440  
(Includes: Green fee and cart for 4 people, 8 Bever-
age tickets/Team 2/person, Lunch, Range balls, 
Goodie bag.) 
 
Individual Golfer: $125  
(Includes: Green fee and cart for 1 people, 1 Bever-
age tickets, Lunch, Range balls, Goodie bag.) 
 

Mulligan package (per team): $40  
Raffle Tickets: $5 

 

Sponsorship entries also available! 
 

Participant entries due by June 1, 2018.  
Please make checks payable to the  Eddie Yeatts 

Memorial Foundation, Inc.  
8139 River Course Drive, Radford, VA  24141 

 
Please contact Chadd Yeatts with any questions at 

(540) 239-3583 or cayeatts@gmail.com  
 

The Eddie Yeatts Memorial Foundation, Inc. is a 502 (c) (3) 
charity donating over $88,000 to date. 

 

This Summer at BPC – Adult Education 
Summer Book Study at BPC 

The Road Back to You: 
An Enneagram Journey to Self-Discovery 
By Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile 

 

The Enneagram is an ancient personality type system 
with an uncanny accuracy in describing how human 
beings are wired, both positively and negatively. In 
The Road Back to You Ian Morgan Cron and Suzanne Stabile 
forge a unique approach – a practical, comprehensive way of 
accessing Enneagram wisdom and exploring its connections 
with Christian spirituality for a deeper knowledge of ourselves, 
compassion for others, and love for God.  
 

Join Kendra Crabtree, Director of Communications and 
Church Life, this summer for six weeks as we scratch the sur-
face on this system of discovery. 
 

There is no set time or date. If you are interested in partici-
pating, email Kendra at kendra@blacksburgpres.org or call the 
church office by May 31st. We will work to find a time that 
works for all who want to participate.  

 

Summer Small Group 
Starts June 3rd, 9:15-10:15am 
Westminster Library at BPC 

Facilitated by Scott Smith and Jen Stewart 
 
A new small group opportunity will be starting this summer 
and will meet for 6-8 weeks. It will be a place to look, with 
others, at scripture, and a place of relationship building. This is 
a continuation of BPC's SHIFT that means to help those wor-
shiping at BPC discover and strengthen their "discipleship 
Identity". We will figure out the structure and focus of the 
group in the first session.   
If you would like to participate email Scott Smith at 
scottsmith4u@gmail.com or Jen Stewart, chair of Adult Edu-
cation, at adulted@blacksburgpres.org. Or you can just show 
up!  
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CREATION CARE TEAM 

Check out the plants in our Creation Care Garden, especially the plant highlighted each month or so on the screen in the 
gathering space.  The info there on the screen will tell some of the features of the plant and where to find it, and there 
will be a photo, as well.  We attempt to feature plants that are currently in bloom.  Look for the featured plant, and see if 
it is a plant that is attractive to pollinators such as butterflies, bees, wasps and other insects.  In the kiosk at the Creation 
Care Garden, you can find a guide with detailed plant descriptions, and a garden map telling where the plants are located 
and suggesting a path to walk through the garden. 
 
Go outside this summer!  For suggestions on local outdoor places to go that are favored by others in our congregation, 
look for the contributions that have been sent in describing special places.  During the Season of Creation, as an Invita-
tion to Act, we asked everyone to consider  wr iting a br ief descr iption of a special patch of wilderness where you 
feel especially close to God, the creator.  It is not too late to send in your contribution!  Please tell us why you love the 
place and where it is, and send your info, and a photo if you have one, to the church office.  Look for what others have 
suggested, which we will display.  And then go out and enjoy some of these places yourself or take your family or 
friends along!  
  
Try to go out as often as you can!  And remember to be in the moment and observe what creation is doing in that place 
at that time.  You don’t have to wait til the weather is perfect; there is plenty of beauty and amazing life to see on foggy 
days, and rainy days, cloudy days, and humid days, even on buggy days (take along the bug repellent if you need 
to).  You can even go out at night and listen for owls, frogs, crickets, and other night sounds as your let your eyes adjust 
to the darkness.  See what new things you can discover!     

BPC’s CENTS-ABILITY  
COLLECTION   

Sunday, June 17, 2018 

Montgomery County Baby Shop 

 

“America is the richest country in the world.  And yet 
tonight, thousands of your neighbors will go to bed  
hungry.  It may your child’s schoolmate who is under-
nourished and has difficulty learning on an empty  
stomach.  Or it could be a co-worker, a working mother 
whose low-wage job doesn’t make ends meet.  Perhaps 
it’s an elderly neighbor who has to make a decision 
whether to delay filling a prescription or buying grocer-
ies.  The faces of hunger are as broad as the faces of 
America." —David Nasty, General Mills    
 
 A quote from Mario Batali adds to that thought: [Those 
who are hungry] "don’t look any different, they don’t 
behave any differently, they’re not really any less     
educated.  They are incredibly less privileged, and 
that’s it. "  
 
Give to Cents-Ability this summer out of love for your 
immediate neighbors, and in gratitude for the ways in 
which you are privileged. 

The MCBS is a collaboration between St. Paul United 
Methodist Church of Christiansburg and Blacksburg 
Presbyterian Church.  
 
About 1/3 of all visits are by families that have not vis-
ited the Baby Shop before.  
 
They continue to need more clothing for newborns 
through children of 5 years of age. Contact Craig & 
Melinda Winslow for more information on how you can 
help at:  mwins6@yahoo.com.  

The Montgomery County Baby Shop is located at: 
220 W. Main Street 
Christiansburg, VA  24073 
 

Located on the property of  
St. Paul United Methodist Church 
 

540-382-2410 
 

Or visit us on the web: http://www.themcbs.org  
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MALAWI PARTNERSHIP MINISTRY 
The Malawi Partnership Ministry would once again 
like to THANK all the BPC members who gave most 
generously to support our 4 current   students at the 
College of Nursing at Mulanje   
Mission!   We are OK until spring of ’19.   
We will keep you posted. 
 

We are concerned about the SCIENCE CURRICU-
LUM at Mulanje Secondary School. When Alec Good 
was there as our BPC extern, he had major difficulties 
in trying to get the subject across without a lab or any 
materials!   Graduates of Mulanje Secondary cannot 
go on for further education without more study in sci-
ence elsewhere.  Charles  
Good has been in touch with the Head Teacher there 
and we may be able to help by sending some of the 

interested students nearby for other local classes in science.  That of course costs money which they do not have.  Again, we 
will keep you posted and will continue to investigate the possibility/cost of creating a Science Lab at the school. 
 
Next month we’ll also bring you up to date with TEAM Malawi activities.  Remember that is the Group of VT and Radford 
professors and grad students in  differing departments in which BPC is  fortunate to participate.  
 

We need some help with all of this!  Please watch for the next meeting time and come join us or talk to Diane Wilson, Charles 
Good, or Barbara Michelsen. 

C
E

D
E

P
C

A
 

Guatemalan villagers they tried on pair after pair of eyeglasses 
trying to find the pair that would best work for them. The Albany 
(NY) Presbytery Intercultural Encounter team had brought 300 
pair of prescription eyeglasses of varying strengths, and after a 
basic eye test, they depended on trial and error to find a pair that 
worked for individual patients. It was easy to tell when they hit the 
right eyeglasses, said the Rev. Bonnie Orth, pastor of Mayfield 
NY Presbyterian Church. When after possibly years of blurry vi-
sion, their faces would light up with joy. One hundred and fifty villagers who’d come for the free glasses 
clinic left able to see again. Also provided were medical and dental examinations and equipment, retreats 
for women and relationship building classes. Participants included doctors, dentists, nurses, and members 
of Mayfield, Cambridge and Shusan NY churches. The youngest member was 14; the oldest was 77. 
Some had been to Guatemala many times; for others this was their first trip. Since 2007 Orth has been 
organizing and leading trips that focus on empowerment of women and provision of life necessities for 
Guatemalans. 10 women from Albany joined women from the Mam Presbytery for 3 a weekend retreat. 
That retreat focused on domestic violence while worshiping and doing Bible study together and building 
relationships. There were two different women’s retreats during the week, with 100 women attending. In 
Guatemala, relationships between Protestants and Roman Catholics are still very tense, so when Juana 
Herlinda, the leader from the Mam Presbyterial, reached out to Roman Catholic women in the Quetzal-
tenango area, it was a brave and boundary-breaking action on her part. It worked well, as women from 
different communities found their commonality as daughters of God. The visiting group stayed busy, 
building a second floor classroom at a Presbyterian church, assisting dentists and helping give 600 fluo-
ride treatments, assisting a visiting medical student with patients, and creating a covered school patio for 
kids.  
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June Birthdays  
2 - Marlo Polikoff 
3 – Mary Lee Hendricks 
6 – Robin Bosch  
8 - Megan Eschenmann 
9 – Marcia Cowley 
10 – Shannon Hunter, Reed Lawrence 
11 – Lee McCormick, Elva Miller 
12 – Brent Opell 
13 - Tyler Warren 
14 - John Hassler, Ava Roberts 
15 – Amy Cowan, Hans Stahl   
16 – Dave Smith 
17 – Leanna House, John Wilson  
18 – Sue Johnson 
21 – Nicolin Grieco, Blake Rascher,   
 Courtney Bosworth 
24 – Steve Andrews, Howard Long, Ann Mauldon 
25 – Joel Hunter, Mary Denson Moore 
26 – Dale Wolf 
28 – Brian Smith   
29 – Ethan Eschenmann, Cole Harder  
30-  Amy Mauldon 

 

July Birthdays  
2 – Wyatt Eschenmann 
3 – Andrew Warren 
7 – Sally Greenfield 
9 – Erika Slagel-Perry 
10 – Lois Doherty, Laina Stewart 
12 – Nora Green, Roy Jones, Sharon Watkins 
14 – Diane Wilson 
15 – Alexandra Grieco, Dave Snyder 
16 – Mary Hendricks Jasma 
18 – Will Sanderson  
22 – Darrell Bosch 
23 – Charles Goodsell 
24 – James Harder, Delores Hendricks 
25 – Julianna Anthony 
26 – Jonathan Anderson, Alec Good  
27 – Tom Howard  
28 – Connor McFall 
29 – Natalie Green, Fred McCormick 
31 – Susan Miller, Lynn Thye  

UKirk Update Please join us in congratulating our 2018 graduates: 
 
Drew Biddle, graduating with a degree in Mechanical Engineering, 
will be working for ExxonMobil in Chicago, IL. 
 
Josh Conyers, graduating with a degree in Industrial Systems En-
gineering, will be commissioned as an Army Engineer Officer, reporting 
to Fort Leonard Wood, MI, for Engineer Officer training in October. 
 
Sarah Morris, graduating with a degree in Mechanical Engineering, 
will be working for Georgia Pacific in Bethlehem, PA, as a project engi-
neer. 
 
Ginny Pearson, graduating with a degree in Human Development, 
has accepted a position as Director of Youth Ministry at Mt. Olivet Pres-
byterian Church in Charlottesville. 
 
Ella Reeves, graduating with a degree in Environmental Horticulture, will attend NC State next fall as a candidate 
for a masters degree in Plant Pathology. 
 
Cate Renner, graduating with a degree in Computer Modeling Data Analysis, has accepted a position as a data  
scientist with Northwest Mutual in Milwaukee, WI. 
 
Rachel Sutphin, graduating with a degree in Religion and Culture, will attend Columbia Seminary in the fall. 

Sarah Morris, Ella Reeves, Ginny Pearson,  
Rachel Sutphin, and Cate Renner 

Thank you for the support you provided these students  
during their time at Virginia Tech:  meals, exam snacks,  
financial support for their programming, and prayers.   
Please continue to keep these graduates in your prayers as 
they enter the next phase of their lives. 

Josh Conyers, Ginny Pearson, Cate Renner,  
Rachel Sutphin, Ella Reeves, and Drew Biddle 



Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
Sunday, June 3 
  9:15 a.m.   Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship   
10:30 a.m.   Worship Service 
11:30 a.m.   Fair Trade Items available following worship 
5:30‐8:00 p.m.  Vaca on Bible School Begins tonight! 
Monday, June 4 
5:30‐8:00 p.m.  Vaca on Bible School  
Tuesday, June 5 
  7:30 a.m.   Summer Morningstars at Panera‐    
      715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
5:30‐8:00 p.m.  Vaca on Bible School  
Wednesday, June 6 
5:30‐8:00 p.m.  Vaca on Bible School  
Thursday, June 7  
  9:30 a.m.   Caring for the Community—HCR 
5:30‐8:00 p.m.  Vaca on Bible School  
Sunday, June 10 
  9:15 a.m.   Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship   
10:30 a.m.   Worship Service 
Monday, June 11–  
(Kitchen Renova ons set to begin through the end of the month) 
Tuesday, June 12 
  7:30 a.m.   Summer Morningstars at Panera‐    
      715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, June 13 
  9:30 a.m.   Staff meets—WM 
  9:30 a.m.   Caring for the Community—HCR 
Sunday, June 17 Happy Father’s Day 
  9:15 a.m.   Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship Psalm Fes val 
      Cents Ability Collec on 
Monday, June 18 
  6:00 p.m.   Faith Circle meets at Cabo Fish Taco‐    
          117 S. Main St., Blacksburg 
Tuesday, June 19 
   7:30 a.m.   Summer Morningstars at Panera‐    
        715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, June 20 
  9:30 a.m.   Staff meets—WM 
Thursday, June 21 
  9:30 a.m.   Caring for the Community—HCR 
  7:00 p.m.   PJGM meets—HCR 
Sunday, June 24 
  9:15 a.m.   Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship  
            ...con nued 

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

...Con nued 
Monday, June 25 
   1:00 p.m.    KnitWits—WM 
Tuesday, June 26 
   7:30 a.m.   Summer Morningstars at Panera‐  
        715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, June 27 
  9:30 a.m.   Staff meets—WM 
  9:30 a.m.   Caring for the Community– HCR 
Saturday, June 30 
  1:00 p.m.   Memorial Service for Margaret Grayson  
        with recep on to follow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, July 1 
  9:15 a.m.   Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship  
11:30 a.m.   Fair Trade available following worship 
Tuesday, July 3 
    7:30 a.m.   Summer Morningstars at Panera‐  
        715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, July 4  Independence Day—Church Office Closed 
 Sunday, July 8 
  9:15 a.m.   Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship   
10:30 a.m.   Worship Service 
Tuesday, July 10 
  7:30 a.m.   Summer Morningstars at Panera‐  
        715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Sunday, July 15 
  9:15 a.m.   Shi  Small Group—WM 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship   
10:30 a.m.   Worship Service 
Tuesday, July 17 
  7:30 a.m.   Summer Morningstars at Panera‐  
        715 University City Blvd., Blacksburg, VA 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
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