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FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE  
ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 24, 2017, 4:30 O’CLOCK. 
 

  
PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME                      Catherine Taylor 
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  
       Please stand as you are able and welcome the Light that comes this night in Christ.   
 (The Christ candle is lit.) 
       Jesus Christ, the son of Mary, the son of God is born this night. 
    God's word has been made flesh among us. 
       The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.   
 Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness - on them a light has shined. 
       You, O Lord, have multiplied the nation.  You have increased its joy. 
 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government shall be  
 upon his shoulders.  His name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor,  
 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
       He is also called Emmanuel, for in him God is with us. 
             
PRAYER OF ADORATION 

Eternal God, this holy night shines with the brilliance of your one true light.  May that light 
shine in our hearts and in our words and deeds.  May the hope, the peace, the joy, and the 
love born in Bethlehem this night fill our lives and become part of all we say and do.  May we 
share the divine life of your son Jesus Christ, even as he humbled himself to share our 
humanity.  Amen. 

 
HYMN   Joy to the World                          ANTIOCH                           

 Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  Let earth receive her King;  
 Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing,  
  And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING           Isaiah 60:1-3 
     
NEW TESTAMENT READING           Luke 2:1-14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
       INTRODUCTION                                                 

       A JOURNEY                                
HYMN  O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS 
1. O little town of Bethlehem,  

how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark street shineth 
the everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years  
are met in thee tonight.  

 

2. For Christ is born of Mary  
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep  
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together  
proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King,  
and peace to all on earth.  

 
       BORN IN A MANGER 

 
HYMN Away in a Manger                                              MUELLER 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed. 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
                                             Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

     Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
  And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

     THE BEASTS ARE AMAZED 

 
SONG                                               The Carol of the Friendly Beasts                       ORIENTIS PARTIBUS 
 

1. Jesus, our brother, kind and good 
     Was humbly born in a stable rude. 
     And the friendly beasts around him stood, 
     Jesus, our brother, kind and good. 

2. I, said the donkey, all shaggy and brown, 
    I carried his mother uphill and down, 
    I carried her safely to Bethlehem town. 
    I, said the donkey, all shaggy and brown. 
 

3.   I, said the cow, all white and red, 
    I gave him my manger for his bed, 
    I gave him my hay to pillow his head. 
    I, said the cow, all white and red. 

4. I, said the dove, from the rafters high, 
 I cooed him to sleep, so he should not cry, 
 We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I. 
 I, said the dove, from the rafters high. 

 
5.  So every beast by some good spell 

In the stable dark was glad to tell 
                                                     Of the gift he gave Emmanuel, 
                                                     Of the gift he gave Emmanuel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     SHEPHERDS HEAR THE ANGELS SING 
  
HYMN                                        Angels We Have Heard on High                                    GLORIA 
 

  1.Angels we have heard on high,  
     sweetly singing o’er the plains,  
     and the mountains in reply  
     echoing their joyous strains.  
     Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
     Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
    What the gladsome tidings be 
     which inspire your heavenly song? 
     Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
     Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
         WISE MEN COME FROM FAR AWAY 

 
HYMN                                                   We Three Kings of Orient Are                       KINGS OF ORIENT 

1.We three kings of Orient are;  
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 

3. Glorious now behold him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sounds through the earth and skies. 

 

              Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

          CONCLUSION  
                                                            
*HYMN  O Come All Ye Faithful                         ADESTE FIDELES  
 

1.  O come, all ye faithful,  
    joyful and triumphant; 
    O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 
    Come and behold him, born the King of angels! 
    O come, let us adore him;  
    O come, let us adore him; 
    O come, let us adore him,  
    Christ, the Lord! 

2.  Sing choirs of angels;  
     Sing in exultation;  
     Sing all ye citizens of heaven above!  
     Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
     O come, let us adore him;  
     O come, let us adore him; 
     O come, let us adore him, 
     Christ, the Lord! 

 
 
PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 
OFFERTORY                     Some Children See Him          A. Burt and W. Hutson 

  Kendra Crabtree, mezzo and Jonathan Elmore, piano 
 

PASSING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
 

We pass the light of Christ from the Christ candle and sing “Silent Night”. 
Please tip unlit candles toward lit candles. 

Children may twist the base of flameless candles to light them. 



 
HYMN                                             Silent Night                                                   STILLE NACHT  

 

            Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright,  
Round yon virgin mother and child!  Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.  
 
Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight,  
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing:  “Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 
 
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light;  
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.  
 
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;  
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.  

 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 
POSTLUDE              

 
(Please extinguish your candle before you move toward the door. 

There are baskets in the narthex for the candles and flameless candles.) 

 
Community worship ends. 

Discipleship and service begin. 
 

Those who are able may stand at these times. 
 
 

Special thanks to Melody Zobel who authored the pageant script 
and to all the children who participated and made the night so special. 

 
 

If you have given a poinsettia for the sanctuary this year, thank you.  
Please help us by taking it with you this evening.  Enjoy it for Christmas. 
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