
BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE OF MORNING PRAYER 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SERVICE OF MORNING PRAYER 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2017 
 
THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION  O Sapientia                                               
                                           

I cannot think unless I have been thought. 
Nor can I speak unless I have been spoken. 
I cannot teach except as I am taught, 
Or break the bread except as I am broken. 
O mind behind the mind through which I seek, 
O light within the light by which I see, 
O word beneath the words with which I speak, 
O founding, unfound Wisdom, finding me, 
O memory of time reminding me, 
My Ground of Being, always grounding me, 
My Maker’s Bounding Line, defining me, 
Come hidden Wisdom, come with all you bring, 
Come to me now disguised as everything. 

                  Malcolm Guite, Priest and Poet 
    
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 

 
 

PRELUDE Of the Father’s Love Begotten  
 Judy McCord, handbells  
 
 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING    Jim and Janet Rakes 
 

Please stand as you are able and welcome the light that is coming in Christ. 
(Four candles are lit.) 
 

Now, in this holy season of Advent, we wait. 
 For nothing is impossible with God. 
Now, in this season of waiting, we listen. 
 Heavenly messengers speak in the night. 
Now, in the waiting and listening, we watch,  
 As the lowly are lifted and filled with good things. 
 

 
ADVENT PRAYER 

Mighty God, your faithfulness is magnified in the coming of your Son, the long awaited birth of 
the promised Messiah. May we, like Mary, proclaim your greatness as we rejoice in the coming of 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Fill us with good things that we may conceive your reign on earth and glo-
rify you according to your Word.  Amen. 

  



 HYMN No. 129       Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN′ ROS′ 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Who are we, Lord God, that you should come to us? Yet you have visited your   
 people and redeemed us in your Son. As we prepare to celebrate his birth, make our hearts leap 
for joy at the sound of your word, and move us by your Spirit to bless   
 your wonderful works. We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day 
 draws near, your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the  
 unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
CANTICAL Jesus Christ the Apple Tree by Elizabeth Posten 
 Emily King, soprano 

 
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ the apple tree. 

His beauty doth all things excel: 
By faith I know, but ne'er can tell 
The glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 

For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
I missed of all; but now I see 
'Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 

 

I'm weary with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest awhile: 
Under the shadow I will be, 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be 
With Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 

PRAYER WITH THE CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
 
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 1:26-38  
 
 
 
ANTHEM  The Angel Gabriel  a Basque carol 
 arr. RICHARD SHEPHARD 
 Adult Choir 

 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
“All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

“For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honor thee, 
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,  
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 
“my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.” 
Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever 
say – “Most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 

 

 
 



SCRIPTURE READING Luke 1:39-55 
 Amy Cowan, soprano 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 144 vv. 1-3 In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES  
 
OFFERTORY Christmas Meditation Judy McCord, bells 
 Come ye Lofty, Come ye Lowly 
 The First Noel 
 Coventry Carol 

DOXOLOGY    CRANHAM 

  What can I give him, poor as I am? 
  If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;   
 if I were a wise man, I would do my part;   
 yet what can I give him: give my heart. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear CAROL 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
December 24, 2017 

 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved 
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, 
you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and 
ministry in this church.   
 

 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for 
the worship service. 
 
Today is BPC’s Christmas Joy Offering. Advent is a time of anticipation and promise, of thanksgiving and celebra-
tion. Every year, we pour out our gratitude by giving to the Christmas Joy Offering which supports church workers and 
their families in need and nurtures the promise of our future racial ethnic leaders.  50% provides critical financial assis-
tance to church leaders in need and 50% supports opportunities for future leaders at Presbyterian racial ethnic schools. 
 
Creation Care thought: Do you know what to do with your used cell phone?  Cell phones and their batteries introduce 
toxic substances into the environment.  The YMCA Thrift Shop and the Goodwill drop off at the Patrick Henry Shop-
ping Center both accept non-working electronics for recycling.  That includes, in addition to phones, computers, print-
ers, keyboards, scanners, monitors, toner cartridges, and hard drives.  The Thrift Shop also accepts DVD players, tele-
visions, misc. computer accessories and small electrical appliances with cords, working or non-working. None of these 
items should be put in your trash! 
 
Attention men of the church: Whether you're a pinball wizard or someone who makes machines go TILT, join the men 
of the church on Saturday, Jan. 13 for an evening of pinball and fellowship in downtown Roanoke.  We'll carpool from 
the church, leaving at 3 to go to the Roanoke Pinball Museum, where it's all-you-can-play.  Around 6, we'll go out for 
dinner at a nearby restaurant before returning to Blacksburg.  It's $12 admission to the museum, plus the cost of din-
ner.  All adult men are welcome, regardless   of skill level.  Please RSVP to Rich Polikoff, rpolikoff@albion.edu, by 
Jan. 7, so we can get an accurate headcount. 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Dale Wolf     January 2018: Dave Smith 
Elder of the Week:   Today: Jack Call Mon-Sunday: Brent Opell 
Ushers:                   John Wilson, Nancy Wilson, Elva Miller and Lois Price 
Counters:  John Perumpral and Forrest Thye 
 
 
 
 

Woodchuck Food Baskets: 
During the cold winter months, supporters of the BPC Firewood Ministry, also known as the “Wood‐
chucks,” are busy delivering firewood to those who can afford to pay and to those who cannot. So far, 
this fall we have delivered 38 loads of firewood, 29 of which were free. At this season, we would like to 
provide some additional warmth and cheer to the neediest of our recipients in the form of much‐

needed extra food, and you are invited to participate in this ministry to our community. Collection bins have 
been placed around the church for your donations. Suggested items include boxed dinners such as mac‐and‐
cheese, canned fruits and vegetables, canned meat such as tuna, dry pasta, spaghetti sauce, cereal, pop‐tarts, 
powdered milk in individual packets, and dried beans. This is an opportunity for everyone, young and old, those 
who can and those can’t run a chainsaw,   and any who wants to show the love of Christ. Collecting food now 
through the end of December.  

 



THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
    
 Dec. 24  4th Sunday of Advent– 10:30 a.m.  
    No Sunday School 
 

       Christmas Eve Worship: 
        Family Service at 4:30 p.m. and  
      Candlelight Service at 8:00 p.m. with Communion 
 

  Dec. 25  Merry Christmas! No worship service today       
  Christmas Day Lunch at Preston’s 
 

    Church Office Closed – Monday, Dec. 25 and Tuesday, Dec. 26 
  

 Dec. 29 Church Office Closes early 
 Dec. 30 Memorial Service for Donna Stalcup at 3:00 p.m. with reception to follow 
 Dec. 31 No Sunday School 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

  
 UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  

 January 1, 2018   Happy New Year! – Church Office Closed 
  
 Jan. 7  Sunday School resumes- 9:00 a.m. 
    Presbyterian Women Annual Meeting at 2:30 p.m. - FH 
 Jan.13 Men of the Church –Roanoke Pinball Museum Outing 
 Jan. 14 Called Session meeting to accept new members at 11:30 a.m. 
    Fair Trade Items available today* please note date change! 
 Jan. 15 Church Office closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 Jan. 20 Church Family Movie Night at 5:00 p.m. 
 Jan. 21 Session meets at 7:00 p.m. 
 Jan. 27 – Feb. 3 BPC Hosting To Our House 
 Jan. 28 BPC’s Annual Meeting 
 Feb. 23 & 24 PW Winterlude Retreat at Camp Alta Mons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please complete this form and place in the Offering Plate 
 Or you can sign up at this link on our website: http://www.blacksburgpres.org/toourhouse 

 
 
 
 
 

 save the date: 
   January 27th – February 3   

SHELTERING HOMELESS MEN 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 

Please check off any volunteer opportunity you might consider. Our key    
coordinator will contact you to talk in more detail. 

Name             
 

Email             
 

Phone             
 
             Provide snacks, breakfast, and lunch items 
 
  Evening: Volunteer at Intake Site - 5:30 PM and drive guests from  
  Intake to church - 5:40 PM  
 
  Evening: “In-Charge” 5:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
 
  Evening: Drive guests to shower at Community Center  
 
  Overnight: Stay overnight (you can sleep), 9:00 PM - 6:30 AM  
 
  Morning: Drive guests, church to Intake, van provided, 6:30 AM  
 (usually the same volunteer as overnight person) 
 
  Weekly: Launder all linens 
 
  One Time Delivery: Cots and materials to next Host Site 
 
  One Time Set Up: Set up cots and materials for BPC 
 
  Volunteer: Nurse, doctor, mending, attorney, hairdresser, other services 
 

 
BPC WILL HOST TO OUR HOUSE JANUARY 27TH – FEBURARY 3rd  



2018 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services.       Flowers are often 
are given in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give everyone a chance to 
participate, all Sundays, except those during Lent and Advent, are available to be reserved on a first requested basis.  
If you would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2018, please complete this form 
and put it in the offering plate or return it to the church office.   
 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

  4  X  1  1  3  1  5  2      X 

7  11  X  8  8  10  8  12    7    X 

  X  X  15      15    16  14  18  X 

  X  X  22    24    26       25  X 

28      29            30      30 

Please indicate your choice:    Best Wishes ___  BPC’s Flower Committee___    Peace Lilies___ 
 

 

Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: __________________  
(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 

 Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 

  

Address to be billed by florist: _______________________________________________________________ 
  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     

  

Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 

(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  

 

 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 

 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   

_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)_________________________________________________________ 
 

_______  Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Best Wishes will bill you directly for your arrangements, which will cost $50.  (Special floral requests may incur an additional 
charge.) Or elect to have BPC’s Flower Committee create arrangements for you for the same price.     
 As an alternative, you may sponsor the use of BPC’s peace lilies in worship and donate the cost of an arrangement to a church 
program or charity of your choice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


