
October, the time of harvest and abundance. Few of us 
farm these days, but we still like to decorate our homes 
with pumpkins, ears of corn, or hay bales. Images of plen-
ty make us feel secure and lead to thoughts of home.  
  

This fall marks the 500th anniversary of our spiritual home, 
the Reformed family of faith. Five hundred years ago this 
October a scholarly monk, Martin Luther, nailed (or more 
likely glued) a list of 95 ideas about the Roman Catholic 
faith to the community bulletin board, the door of the Cas-
tle Church in the duchy of Saxe-Wittenberg. He wanted 
the Church to have a rigorous debate about some of its 
practices, especially the practice of selling “time-outs” 
from purgatory in the form of donations, which often went 
to less than admirable projects. Luther was disgusted by 
the sale of these time-outs, called “indulgences”, but he 
was not the first. The practice had been openly criticized 
for decades, and was a common topic of discussion and 
distain. The printing press had been in use for eighty years 
and literacy was rapidly rising. Ten days after Luther glued 
his list to the door, a printed copy appeared in Spain. 
 

Meanwhile a little boy in France who had lost his mother 
was being raised by extended family to be a good Roman 
Catholic and one day serve the Church. Later his father 
insisted on law school instead, because the income was 
better. The boy, 26 years younger than Luther, was John 
Calvin, a brilliant student and prolific writer who had a 
holy encounter that left him enthralled by God’s sheer 
goodness. “Glory” was the word he used again and again, 
so awed was he by God’s graciousness.  
 

Luther never intended to start a revolution, but his action 
at the Castle Church door sparked events that led to the 
Protestant Reformation. It is a miracle that Luther wasn’t 
put to death, but he was literally kidnapped and protected 
by his prince, Frederik the Wise. Why? Because Luther’s 
ideas weren’t new. They were shared by many as being 
more reflective of the love and grace of God found in the 
bible. 

Calvin’s view of God’s grace and love led him to his 
great work, The Institutes of the Christian Religion 
(“institutes” being the word of the day for “instructions”). 
He thought explaining the Reformers’ ideas would lead to 
their acceptance. Instead the King of France called for his 
immediate arrest. He fled, and spent the rest of his life in 
exile. Ultimately, he put his ideas to work in the city of 
Geneva, in the French-speaking region of Switzerland. 
There Calvin preached and taught that God’s mercy and 
judgement are two sides of the same coin: a love so large 
it is beyond comprehension, but of which we need never 
be afraid. 
 

Harvest time is stewardship season. In this anniversary 
year of our Reformed faith, our stewardship theme is 
Calvin’s motto: Everything for the Glory of God.  The 
campaign will take place from Oct 22 to Nov 5, a span 
that includes both Reformation Sunday (Oct 29) and All 
Saints Sunday (Nov 5), when we’ll receive your pledges 
in worship. Why suppor t a thr iving church? Because 
BPC proclaims God’s goodness and grace in a culture 
that has been misled about God’s purposes. Our preach-
ing, our teaching, our classes, and all our ministries pro-
claim a loving Savior, not a divisive, tribal judge. One 
person who joined our fellowship recently put it this way: 
BPC is a church free of the “crackpottery” out there to-
day.  
 

The great strength of the Protestant Reformation was its 
ability to voice the love and grace of God in a culture that 
had been told otherwise. It succeeded through the risky 
support of those who knew the message had to be heard. 
The participation of every one of us is needed to ensure 
that the message of God’s love and grace continues re-
sound among and beyond us.   

Peace,  
 
 
Catherine 
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Prayer Concerns 
Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and care, 
we also pray for many people…  
 

...for Elva Miller, whose sister, Dorothy, passed away; 

...for Trish Laurrell, Jayna  Ratliff, Khara Coburn, and Lloyd Coburn and all
  their family members on the passing of John Browder, husband, 
 father and step-father. John’s memorial service will be held on 
 Oct. 1 at 3:00 p.m. at BPC with a reception to follow; 
...for Wilmoth O’Dell and her family following Charlie’s passing; 
...for Scott Lau and his family following Eleanor Lau’s passing; 
...for Jeffrey Anthony and his family as they begin a new chapter of their 
 lives together; 
...for the Leighton family following Fran’s passing; 
...for Susan Miller as she recovers from surgery; 
...for Larry Wright, husband of Anne Wright and father of Marcia Wright
  and Allison Kruckow, who is undergoing treatment for lung cancer; 
...for Ted Ake and his family following Bea’s passing; 
...for Juan Espinoza’s father who is dealing with health concerns; 
....for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times;  
...for Sherry and Randy Ingham's 3-year-old granddaughter,  
           Emily Schroepfer,  who was diagnosed with Leukemia and is  
           undergoing chemotherapy; 
 
 

Continue to be in prayer for Judy McCord, Charles Goodsell,   
Nancy Leach, Ted Ake, Edith Stockton, Rosa Linkous, Bob and Donna 
Stalcup, Mark Rakes, Marcia Cowley, David Doherty, Anne Grover, Joan 
Munford, Kathleen Wampler, Carolyn White, and Margaret Dawson. 

Newsletter deadlines! 
We look forward to your items  for the newsle er. Please have all items  
submi ed to Sherry by October 16, 2017. Items may be submi ed by 
email to: sherry@blacksburgpres.org. 
 

Newsle er Schedule:  
November 1, 2017 (deadline October 16, 2017) 

December 1, 2017 (deadline  November  13, 2017) 
 

Don’t forget our newsle er is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 

GRATITUDE AND CELEBRATION  
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Joyful News! 
Les and Cindy Morgan  

announce the birth  
of their new grandson 

 
Chase Nathaniel 

Trosen 
 

Born Sept. 11, 2017 
10bls, 10 oz.  

BPC’S FALL ART 
LUCAS CRANACH,  

ARTIST OF THE REFORMATION 
WITH BOB HENDRICKS 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
THE BABY STORE! 

Things are going so well that we 
are in need of volunteers!  

Please contact  
Craig or Melinda Winslow  

if you can help in any way at: 
540-230-7256 or 

mwins6@yahoo.com.  

One of the ways we remember the Refor-
mation from 550 years ago is by the art 

work of Lucas Cranach the Elder, consid-
ered the most successful German artist of 
his time. He was a close friend of Martin 
Luther and he embraced the protestant 

reformation with enthusiasm. We are privi-
leged to have the excellent photography of 

Bob Hendricks, who has studied and    
photographed Cranach’s work.  

Bob will display his photos in September, 
October, and November.  

 

 

BPC’S FALLAPALOOZA! OCTOBER 29 AT 4:00 P.M. 

BPC YOUTH ARE HOSTING A FUND‐RAISING DINNER ON  

OCTOBER 29TH AT 5:00 P.M. FOR  

CROP HUNGER WALK 

All are invited to come to BPC’s Fallapalooza on  
Sunday, October 29at 4:00 p.m. 

We’ll carve pumpkins.  
The Youth Group will be hosting a spaghetti dinner to raise 

money for CROP Walk for Hunger.  
 

So bring a pumpkin and a friend and come enjoy the fun and fellowship!  
(Don’t forget to bring your donation for dinner!) 

KNITWITS Next Gathering 
Oct. 23, 2017 - 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

In Westminster Hall. 
All are welcome! 



CHOIR PRACTICE AT BPC 
 

Adult Choir practice  
Wednesdays at BPC at 7:15 p.m.  

 
All are welcome as we kick off this new year 
at BPC! 
 
Contact Interim choir director, Amy Cowan 
at amyecowan@yahoo.com  if you have any 
questions. 
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During the school year Middle and High School students  
(grades 6-12) meet most Sunday evenings from  

5:30-7:30 PM in Fellowship Hall for dinner, games,  
and discussions about faith in the lives of youth.   

 

For more information, contact Susan Hunter at  
552-2504 or susanh@blacksburgpres.org  

 

Upcoming  Dates for the Calendar 
 

Oct. 1—  “Bake and Take” for local emergency services  
  at BPC 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Oct. 8— Dinner & Discussion at BPC 5:30—7:30 p.m. 
 

Oct. 15—  Hike to Casscades after worship  
  (as CROP Hunger Walk)  Bring bag lunch 
 

Oct. 20-21—Peaks Middle School retreat at Camp Bethel,  
   register soon! 
 

Oct. 22— Dinner & Discussion at BPC 5:30—7:30 p.m. 
 

Oct. 29— Fallapalooza! 4:00-6:00 p.m. at BPC  
4:00 p.m. pumpkin carving & Kat Mills will be here!
5:00 p.m. Youth sponsored fund raising spaghetti 
dinner for CROP Walk 
 

Nov. 5—  Dinner & Discussion at BPC 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

 

BPC’S YOUTH GROUP 
  PRESBYTERIAN  
  WOMEN’S CIRCLES 

Presbyterian Women Circles  
All women are invited to join  

one of our Circles! 
 
 

Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. on  
Monday, October 2 at BPC in  

Fellowship Hall. Mary Lee Hendricks is  
the study leader and  

Melinda Winslow is the hostess. 
 

 

BPC’s CENTS-ABILITY COLLECTION   
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

World Food Day is Monday, October 16, 2017, the day after we 
collect our Cents-Ability offerings for October.   

 

Here is a prayer written especially for World Food Day, based on 
Psalm 145: 
 

Loving Creator God, 
We praise you because you are gracious, compassionate and faith-
ful to all of your promises.  Your eyes see us, your hands are open 

to us, and you desire to satisfy the needs of living things. 
 

Great Provider, it is not your desire that any of your creatures should 
suffer hunger.  May the food that we eat make us aware of untold 

numbers of people who do not have enough food to eat. 
 

May the clean water that we drink remind us of the millions of people 
who do not have clean water to drink. May we never be satisfied 
while others are hungry and may our thirst for justice never be 

quenched. 
 

In the name of the One who is the Bread of Life, we praise you, O 
God, and bless your Holy Name. Amen. 

 
-Rev. Betty Tom, Pastor/Servant Leader/PHP Advisory Committee member  

 

The Presbyterian Women Circles 
 will gather on October 9th  

from 7:00-8:30 p.m.  
in Fellowship Hall  

for a  
Fall Social 

 
For more information contact  
Mary Harder at 553-4136 or 
mary.harder1@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

Bring your 
own pumpkin! 
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Global Mission Month 2017 
Education, Health, and Sustainable Livelihood 

During the month of October, we will give focus to the global mission partners we 
support as a church. Over the course of the first three Sundays in October we will fo-
cus on how each partnership empowers the people of these countries through edu-
cation, health, and sustainable living.  
 
We hope you will join us on Sunday, October 15th, after worship for an update from 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) on what the PCUSA is up to in the world. Sy 
Hughes, PMA’s mission engagement advisor for our region, will be with us. Light 
lunch will be served.  Childcare is provided along with kid friendly food. 
 
We will also be offering three “catch-up sessions” for you throughout the month of 
October. Each one will focus on one of the global partnerships where we are in-
volved and will give you a more in-depth update on what is happening in that area 
and how we are involved. Be sure to check out the calendar on the website and in 
the bulletin for more information. 
 

Guatemala 
Guatemalans are still recovering from a brutal 36‐year civil war. Combating high illiteracy and poverty 
rates, a seemingly unbreakable cycle of corruption on all government and corporate levels, 
a universally contaminated water supply and susceptibility to major natural disasters.  
 
CEDEPCA (Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America) is an educational non‐profit 
that strives to make a difference and works to transform lives through four main programs: 

 
Biblical and Theological Seminary ‐ Prepares pas‐
tors to practice transforming theology that in‐
cludes subjects on gender, intercultural‐ism and 
the environment. 
 
Women’s Ministry ‐ Faith‐based education‐
al activities that empower women to understand 
their personal and legal rights, take leadership 
roles in their communities and continue or begin 
their formal education. 
 

Disaster Ministry ‐ Prevention and preparation training reduces the impact of natural disasters 
(hurricanes, earthquakes, mudslides and volcanic eruptions) and when disasters do happen, CEDPECA 
responds with supplies and psycho‐social and spiritual support. 
 
Intercultural Encounters ‐ Facilitates travel experiences that bring people from the US and Canada to 
Guatemala to learn and connect with locals. BPC sends members on these “listen and learn” trips annual‐
ly. 
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Bangladesh 
Our Mission Partners help churches plan and implement congregation‐based ministries of healing 
as well as broader community health programs integrated with other social development activi‐
ties. They also advise mission hospitals on patient care and support the work of church‐related 
nursing schools. They have a special interest in helping churches deepen their understanding of 
the ministry of healing and its role in the proclamation of the gospel. 
 

The PC(USA) currently supports education  
ministries in the Rajshahi and Meherpur Dis‐
tricts in western Bangladesh, including four‐
teen Santal village‐level student tutoring 
centers, two hostels for women college stu‐
dents, and two primary schools. 
 

The CoB (Church of Bangladesh) plans to  
establish a Patient Advocacy Network in‐
volving the Christian Mission Hospital in 
Rajshahi, Bangladesh, Shalom (a Christian 
social development program) and the 27 

            Rajshahi‐area congregations. 
 

Malawi 
The Malawi Partnership began in 2004 when 4 mem‐
bers of BPC traveled to Malawi to see where we as  
a church could effectively partner with our friends in 
Malawi.  BPC works at MULANJE MISSION in the  
following ways: 
 

 ‐ Financial Support of the Hospital for medications 
   and their new Sustainable Livelihoods program       
       (Agriculture and Animal projects in many villages) 
 

 ‐ Nursing Scholarships:  We currently support 4  
   students at the College of Nursing 
 

 ‐ Secondary School Students:  Currently support 5 students 
 

 ‐ Supporting a student for an OB/GYN degree, soon to be in second year of three‐year program. 
 

With the help of William Susuwele and Wotchiwe Kalande (former BPC members) we have SUPPORTED 4 
STUDENTS who will soon be graduating from secondary schools in the Mulunguzi area.  We may be able to 
help them in future training/education. 



    Words from the  
           Creation Care Team 
                                     helping us fulfill our mission: 
                         to ac vely nurture our rela onship with all of crea on    By Sarah Windes 

 
September 17 , 2017  Session Meeting Highlights 
 

         Received treasurer’s report.  Church is just where it should be at this time of the year  with 
 regard to both income and budget expenditures, a cause for rejoicing! 
         Received report about procedure for transferring the property across the street from the 
 parking lot to Habitat for Humanity.  A request for permission to transfer the property has 
 been submitted to the Presbytery Board of Trustees.  It will probably be on the agenda at 
 the November Presbytery meeting, which will be hosted by BPC. It is always an honor to 
 host and we discussed steps to ensure a hospitable welcome for all that Thursday,  
 November 16th. 
    Approved Memorandum of Understanding with Habitat for Humanity concerning the property 
 across the street. 
         Approved John Philip Newell as Smyth Lecturer in 2018. 
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Plastic Film  - problems and opportunities 
 
Plastic is one of the most preferred materials in today’s industrial world – it is ubiquitous; just take a quick look around 
your house, or workplace or car!  It is becoming clear, however, that plastic poses serious threats to environmental and 
consumer health.  Plastics take up a growing percentage of municipal solid waste streams, and is very slow to biode-
grade. You have probably heard that plastic materials take 100 to 1000 years to degrade in landfills, besides polluting 
air and water.   
 
So we sincerely hope you recycle, with the Town of Blacksburg or your municipality, every bit of plastic that you can 
put in Single Stream.  However, most households use a lot of a type of plastic that can’t go out in your curbside pick-
up.  That is plastic film.  Plastic film is most commonly associated with plastic bags, but is basically any plastic that 
has been made very thin and transparent.  Think of that plastic that seals up a six-pack of drinks or a new CD or a pack 
of toilet paper, the bags your bread or your ice or your produce comes in, the green sleeve your newspaper arrives in 
every morning, even Ziploc bags and bubble wrap.  Do you recycle that? 
 
Thin plastic bags are choking the drains in many cities, causing uncontrolled floods during rainy seasons. Bags float in 
our own Tom’s Creek when the water is high.  Plastics in garbage are estimated to be killing a million sea creatures 
every year, filling up their bellies and making them feel full without providing any nutrition.  Plastic bag littering has 
led to their use being banned in some countries and localities. 
 
You CAN recycle this plastic here in the New River Valley.  Food Lion and Target collect plastic film for use by the 
company Trex.  Based in Winchester, Virginia, Trex manufactures wood-alternative decking and outdoor furniture us-
ing recycled plastic film.   
 
Most of us go to Food Lion or Target fairly often. However, the Creation Care Team is considering making it even eas-
ier to recycle your plastic film by collecting it here at church.  Would YOU be interested in BPC being a collection 
place for it?  Would YOU be willing to help us collect it, bag it and/or haul it to a drop-off point?  We are interested in 
taking this on IF there is support for it, both from people who will collect it at home and bring it to church, and from 
people who can help us run the program.  Send a message to swindes@vt.edu if you are interested or have questions or 
suggestions.  Thanks! 



Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
Sunday, October 1– Global Mission focus on Educa on 
  9:00 a.m.   Sunday School /SHIFT small groups  
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship  with communion 
11:30 a.m.   Fair Trade Items available 
Monday, Oct. 2 
  1:30 p.m.   Lydia Circle—FH  
  1:30 p.m.   Staff mee ng 
Tuesday, Oct. 3  
   7:30 a.m.  Morningstars meet—HCR  
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, Oct. 4 
   6:00 p.m.  SHIFT small groups—Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
   7:15 p.m.  Adult Choir prac ce 
Thursday, Oct. 5 
  9:30 a.m. Caring for the Community—HCR 
Sunday, Oct. 8—Global Mission focus on Health  
  9:00 a.m.   Sunday School /SHIFT Small groups meet 
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship with Communion 
5:30—7:30 p.m.  Youth Group Dinner & Discussion at BPC 
Monday, Oct. 9 
   1:30 p.m.  Staff meets—HCR 
   7:00 p.m.  PW Fall Social—FH 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 
   7:30 a.m.  Morningstars meet– HCR 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
 12:30 p.m.  Children’s Ed mee ng—WM 
Wednesday, Oct. 11 
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community –HCR 
   6:00 p.m.   SHIFT small groups—Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
   7:15 p.m.  Adult Choir prac ce 
Sunday, Oct. 15 Cents Ability Collec on 
  9:00 a.m.    Sunday School /SHIFT small groups 
10:00 a.m.    Coffee Fellowship  

10:30 a.m.   Worship  
 7:00 p.m.    Session meets—HCR 
Monday, Oct. 16 
  1:30 p.m.   Staff meets—HCR 
Tuesday, Oct. 17 
    7:30 a.m.  Morningstars meet—HCR  
    9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, Oct. 18 
   6:00 p.m.  SHIFT small groups—Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
   7:15 p.m.  Adult Choir prac ce  
Thursday, Oct. 19 
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community—HCR 
Friday, Oct. 20 
  6:00—8:00 p.m.  Faith on Tap at Rising Silo Brewery, 2351 Glade Rd.,  
         Blacksburg, VA 24060 
Sunday, Oct. 22 
   9:00 a.m.  Sunday School / SHIFT small groups  
 10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship  

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 – Jim Hardell, Brandon Spencer 
8 – Jaya Erickson, Judy McCord 
9 – Dorothy Domermuth 
10 – Anna Mitchell 
11 – Max Grieco 
12 – Mac McCord 
14 – Janet Rakes, Rick Furr 
15 – Samuel Woolsey  
16 ‐ Alexa Rascher 
17 – John Browder, Lynn Klappich, Richard Turner  
19 – Helen Corl, Thomas Drumheller, Karen Watson  
23 – Phil Bailey 
24 – Colleen Drumheller, Gavin Faulkner 
27 – Benjamin Bailey 
29 – Nancy Alexander, Pa  Giles, Bill Rascher 
30 – Katherine Jones 
31 – Claire Prosser 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

  1 ‐ John Dillard, Shane Parson 
  2 ‐ Eden Elizabeth Phillips 
  6 ‐ Robert Gibson 
  8 – Linda Smith, Charles Taylor 
  9 – Arlice Banks, Bob Stalcup 
11‐   Rachael Byron, Ben Johnson 
13 – Sylvia Echols, Frank Thompson, Kinsey Verbrugge  
14 – Marilyn Hardell, Bill Sanderson, Ross Verbrugge  
15 – Chris Zobel 
16 –Sunita Perumpral 
17 ‐ Dick Frahm, Miranda Mauldon 
21 ‐ Sarah Woolsey 
24 ‐ Ian Davis 
26 ‐ Barbara Blanton 
27 ‐ Mike Giles 
28 – Claire Sanderson, AnnaKate Showalter 
29 ‐ Ma hew Drumheller, Melanie Spencer  
30 – Jack Barnard 

Monday, Oct. 23 
   1:00 p.m.  KnitWits gather—WM 
   1:30 p.m.  Staff meets—HCR 
Tuesday, Oct. 24 
   7:30 a.m.  Morningstars meet—HCR 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, Oct. 25 
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community—HCR 
   6:00 p.m.  SHIFT small groups—Dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
   7:15 p.m.  Adult Choir prac ce 
Sunday, Oct. 29 
  4:00—6:00 p.m.   Fallapalooza  
    4:00 p.m.     Pumpkin carving –bring your own pumpkin 
    5:00 p.m.    Spaghe  Dinner for CROP Walk 
      Please bring a monetary dona on for dinner. 
        Music provided by Kat Mills! 
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Viola Howery, Custodian 
 

Ginny Taylor‐Troutman, UKirk, Presbyterian Campus Ministry:  
campusminister@pcusa‐vt.org     
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BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Upcoming October Highlights: 
 

Fair Trade Items available after worship—Oct. 1 
 

Global Mission Focus-Education– Oct. 1 
 

Lydia Circle—Oct. 2 at 1:30 p.m. –FH 
 
 

Global Mission Focus—Health—Oct. 8 
 

Presbyterian Women Fall Social  
Oct. 9th –7:00-8:30 p.m. –FH 

 

Global Mission Focus-Sustainable Livelihood-Oct. 15 
Cents-Ability Collection— Oct. 15 

 

Session meets  
Sunday, October 15  at 7:00 p.m.-HCR 

 
Fallapalooza Oct. 29 at 4:00 p.m. 

Pumpkin carving– bring your own pumpkin 
 

5:00 p.m. Spaghetti Dinner sponsored by the  
Youth Group for fundraiser for CROP Walk. 

Please bring a donation for dinner. 
 
 


