
BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY  

OCTOBER 1, 2017 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 

 
 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“In necessary things, unity; in doubtful things, liberty; in all things, charity.”    

            -- Richard Baxter, English Protestant reformer, 1615-1691 
 
 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Catherine Taylor         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
INTROIT Heleuyan Muskogee Creek Native American 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Scott Smith  
 We have chosen to be here, forming one body out of many. 
  We are one in the Spirit; we are one in Christ. 
 With us are those we see and those who share our vision but are scattered across creation. 
  We are one in the Spirit; we are one in Christ. 
 We share the vison of people of differing experiences, men and women, rich and poor, of many 
races, creeds and cultures being one with us in this moment. 
  We are one in the Spirit; we are one in Christ. We worship the triune God together. 
 

 HYMN No. 388            Come All You People  Zimbabwe 
 Uyai mose 

 

PRAYER OF APPROACH    Canada 
God of Heaven and Earth, God of the sunrise and the sunset, God of the highest mountain 
and the deepest valley, hear our prayers as we come before your throne of glory. Declare 
your message to us and grant us the courage to listen. May our listening turn to action. 
May our actions touch the hearts of those who need to hear your voice. We put our trust 
in you knowing that it is well placed in your gentle and caring hands. Amen.   

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Loving Creator, you are God of all the families of the earth. We span the world, but we 
confess that too often we embody the worst aspects of families. We declare whole na-
tions to be black sheep, cast out of the circle of family concern. God, have mercy upon 
the members of this broken family. And forgive us when we treat any one of them as 
other than a sister or brother in Christ.    . . .  (A time of silent confession follows.)  In your 
mercy, Lord, hear our prayers.  Amen. 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 



 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 1   Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!  Great Britain 
 
 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
 (Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE READING Philippians 2:1-13 
 
ANTHEM  Thanks to God, SAKURA Japan 
 Adult Choir  

Thanks to God, thanks to God,  
for the creatures of the earth  
for the swirling of the stars; 
for the mystery of birth; 
for the thunder and the showers; 
Thanks to God, thanks to  God,  
now and forevermore. 
  

Sing to God, sing to God, 
for the buds that bloom in May; 
for the moon’s exquisite light;  
for the blessings of the day; 
for the wonders of each night. 
Sing to God, sing to God, 
now and forevermore. 

                                                          From far hills, from vast plains, 
                                                            from green islands in the sun, 
 from bright cities shining towers, 
                                                          we now offer praise as one  
                                                          at the banquet Christ prepares. 
                                                          Praise to God, praise to God,  
                                              now and forevermore.  add’l text by C. Taylor 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 21:23-32 
 

SERMON “Yes or No?”             Dr. Taylor 

 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

HYMN No. 227 Jesus, Remember Me Taizé, France 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DOXOLOGY   Malawi 

 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION    
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
All are welcome at Christ’s table.  Use the center aisle to reach a station, take a piece of bread and dip it 
in the cup. Return to your seat by the side aisle.  Gluten, dairy and egg-free bread and individual cups 
are available at the center station in front.  If you need to remain seated, the elements will be brought to 
you.   
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                          
The Lord of every time and place be with you. 

 And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts, 
 We empty them of vain desire before our humble Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 One mind, one heart, one love, we offer thanksgiving to God. 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

…together we declare the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died, Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

      SHARING BREAD AND CUP 
 COMMUNION MUSIC  
 PRAYER AFTER SUPPER    
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 526 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ Jamaica  
 

 
 BENEDICTION 
 



 BENEDICTION RESPONSE Thuma Mina South Africa 
 Send Me Jesus 
  
 POSTLUDE 
  

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Give	through	your	church•	Text	PEACE	to	20222	to	give	$10		

Presbyterianmission.org/give/peace‐global	
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
October 1, 2017 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be 
moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what 
you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all 
that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use 
them for the worship service. 
 

We give thanks for Scott Smith who is our liturgist today.  
 

THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS IN WORSHIP TODAY are given by Roy & Judith Jones in cel-
ebration of the marriage of Katherine Jones and Rand Lineson on September 9th. 

 

Today is World Communion Sunday and BPC’s Peacemaking Offering. Peace grows more abundant 
when we share it. In the midst of conflict, God spreads a table of peace, justice, and reconciliation. Our 
congregation will make a special offering for Peace and Global Witness. 50% goes to the national level, 
the church uses the proceeds from this offering to fight systems of injustice across the world. 25% of the 
offering stays in our community. This year the Peace, Justice and Global Mission team and the Youth 
group have decided to contribute our offering in the support of Habitat for Humanity and their efforts 
to continue to help low income families obtain affordable housing in our area.  The remaining 25% 
goes to the Presbytery of the Peaks mission involvement.  
 

Creation Care thought: “Wherever I turn my eyes, around on Earth or to the heavens I see You in the field of 
stars, I see You in the yield of the land, In every breath and sound, a blade of grass, a simple flower, An echo 
of Your holy Name.” –Abraham ibn Ezra (1092-1167) 
 

Fall Art Exhibit in Westminster Hall: Lucas Cranach, Artist of the Reformation with Bob Hendricks.  
One of the ways we remember the Reformation from 500 years ago is by the art work of Lucas Cranach the 
Elder, considered the most successful German artist of his time. He was a close friend of Martin Luther and he 
embraced the protestant reformation with enthusiasm. We are privileged to have the excellent photography of 
Bob Hendricks, who has studied and photographed Cranach’s work. Bob will display his photos in Westmin-
ster Hall through November.  
 

The MRF NAACP 42nd Freedom Fund Banquet will be held Saturday, October 7, 2017, 6 pm at the Inn 
of VA Tech and Conference Center. Our theme is "Meeting the New Challenges," and our guest speaker is Dr. 
Menah Pratt-Clarke, Vice President for Strategic Affairs and Vice Provost for Diversity and Inclusion, Vir-
ginia Tech. We look forward to hearing a powerful message, providing you with a wonderful meal, awarding 
presentations and networking with one another. Reservations are required. BPC has a couple of tickets left 
for a contribution of $50 each. Call the church office (552-2504) if you would like to reserve a ticket. All 
are welcome.  
 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Eric Mesmer     
Elder of the Week:   Today: Ami Jo Mon-Sunday: Brent Opell  
Ushers: Greg and Anne Campbell, Rick Davis and Jack Call 
Counters:  John Dillard and Greg Campbell 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
  October 1 Global Missions Focus - Education 
     Sunday school for children and youth 
    SHIFT small groups meet at 9:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Communion 
    BPC’s Peacemaking Offering 
    Fair Trade Items available after worship in Gathering Space 
    Memorial Service for John Browder at 3:00 p.m. with reception to follow 
    Youth Group meets 5:30-7:30 p.m. for “Bake & Take” for local emergency services  
 Oct. 2  Staff meets at 1:30 p.m. – HCR 
 Oct. 3  Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m.- HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 Oct. 4  Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    SHIFT Small Groups meet at 6:00 p.m. – dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
    Adult Choir practice at 7:15 p.m.  
 Oct. 5  Caring for the Community 9:30 a.m.  -HCR 
 Oct. 8  Global Missions Focus - Education 
     Sunday school for children and youth 
    SHIFT small groups meet at 9:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Communion 
    Youth Group meets 5:30-7:30 p.m. for Dinner & Discussion 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC  
 Oct. 9  Presbyterian Women Fall Social at 7:00 p.m. – FH 
 Oc.t 15 BPC’s Cents-Ability collection 
    BPC hosts speaker, Sy Hughes, Presbyterian Mission Agency, mission engagement 
      advisor for our region, with light lunch following worship  
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. 
 Oct. 20 Faith on Tap at 6:00p.m. at Rising Silo Brewery, 2351 Glade Road, Blacksburg 
 Oct. 29 Fallapalooza at 4:00 p.m.  – 6:00 p.m. with Spaghetti dinner to benefit  
    CROP Walk at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504  Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Global Mission Month 
Weekly Focus: Education 

Bangladesh 
The PC(USA) currently supports education minis‐
tries in the Rajshahi and Meherpur Districts in 
western Bangladesh, including fourteen Santal 
village‐level student tutoring centers, two hos‐
tels for women college students, and two pri‐
mary schools. 
 

In 2016, the PC(USA) helped the CoB's Nursing 
Institute in Rajshahi to establish a scholarship 
fund for nursing students from poor families.  The fund provides one‐third of tuition, room 
and board for 30 out of 150 students in the three‐year Senior Nurse program accredited by 
the Bangladesh Nursing Council. 

Guatemala 
Guatemala is a beautiful country that has many 
struggles.  Its citizens are still recovering from a 
brutal 36‐year civil war while combating high illit‐
eracy and poverty rates, a seemingly unbreakable 
cycle of corruption on all government and corpo‐
rate levels, a universally contaminated water sup‐
ply and susceptibility to major natural disas‐
ters. CEDEPCA (Protestant Center for Pastoral 
Studies in Central America) is a non‐profit that 
provides education within each of its 4 ministries: 

 

Biblical and Theological Seminary: Education for not only pastors, but also church and 
community leaders. Women’s Ministry: These classes work to empower women both at 
home and in their communities. Disaster Ministry: Classes train and prepare communities 
at risk of natural disasters and also provide psycho‐social support to those suffering from 
disasters. Intercultural Encounters: By facilitating many mission trips, CEDEPCA enlight‐
ens American and Canadian travelers to the plights and struggles of Guatemalans.   

 
 
 
 



Malawi 
 

In Malawi, at Mulanje Mission, BPC supports 4 students at the College of Nursing: Roy 
Kalulu, Mtisunge Matimati, and Caroline Namaona. We have not received the name of the 
fourth student as yet. The fees include books and all materials such as stethoscopes that 
they will need for this 3‐year course. One of these students is helped by the generous gift 
of a BPC member family. Our help is exceptionally needed at this time for the College of 
Nursing as the government recently decided NOT to fund any more nursing students! 

 
Also at the Mission, Shadreck Dokotala, 
Precious Howa, Emmanuel Lipisi, Em‐
mie Manase, and Menard Ngalande are 
supported at the Secondary School until 
graduation. This includes books, uni‐
forms and lunch. 

 
Further North, 4 students from Mulun‐
guzi School are BPC supported. They 
are mentored by William Susuwele and 
Wotchiwe Kalande, former members of 
BPC. Shelia Mkanda and Aisha Mdala go 
to a day school and have had to get up 
at 4:30 in the morning to walk to school to get there on time! Gerald Walawala   attends a 
boarding school and Peace Masiye has one more year of secondary school at a boarding 
school near Zomba. Gerald is doing well and since he attends a boarding school, may be 
able to go on to college if he has the funds to do so…William should soon have the test re‐
sults for the 3 graduating seniors. Together, William and Wotchiwe mentor these students 
and once a year take them out to lunch together. 
 
 
 
 


