
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 

 

 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 

 
 

Elder Class 2018  Elder Class 2019  Elder Class 2020 
   Susan Bailey   Jama Hayes   Heather Polikoff 
   Jack Call   Peggy Kincaid   Jimmy Ritter 
   Ami Jo    Brian Smith   Jen Stewart 
    Brent Opell   Melanie Smith   Andrew Warren 
          

Deacons 
Jeananne Bame – Class of 2018 

Robert Dean - Class of 2018 
Phyllis Albritton-Webb – Class of 2019 

John Browder – Class of 2019 
Deb Call – Class of 2020  

Bill Neely – Class of 2020 
 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
REFORMATION HYMN FESTIVAL 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 



 
THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“For Christians to influence the world with the truth of God's Word requires the recovery of the great Reformation doctrine of 
vocation. Christians are called to God's service not only in church professions but also in every secular calling. The task of re-
storing truth to the culture depends largely on our laypeople. 
 

To bring back truth, on a practical level, the church must encourage Christians to be not merely consumers of culture but mak-
ers of culture. The church needs to cultivate Christian artists, musicians, novelists, filmmakers, journalists, attorneys, teachers, 
scientists, business executives, and the like, teaching its laypeople the sense in which every secular vocation-including, above 
all, the callings of husband, wife, and parent--is a sphere of Christian ministry, a way of serving God and neighbor that is 
grounded in God's truth. Christian laypeople must be encouraged to be leaders in their fields, rather than eager-to-please follow-
ers, working from the assumptions of their biblical worldview, not the vapid clichés of pop culture.” ― J. Gresham Machen 
 

 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to take 
part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 

 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 
Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. Catherine Taylor 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 

PRELUDE Jesus Loves Me arr. RIC FLAUDING 
 Orchestra 
 

OPENING LITANY – Psalm 46      
God is our refuge and strength,            
a very present help in trouble. 

      Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
      though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;       
 though its waters roar and foam,          
      though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

Sing: A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing. 
  Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
  For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe. 
  His craft and pow’r are great, and armed with cruel hate,       
  on earth is not his equal. 
 

 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
      the holy habitation of the Most High. 
          God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
        God will help it when the morning dawns. 
  The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
  He utters his voice, the earth melts. 
  The LORD of hosts is with us;           
   the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 

Sing: Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,      
  were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing.      
  Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he. 
  Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,        
  and he must win the battle. 
 
 
  



Come, behold the works of the LORD; 
  He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;         
   he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;         
   he burns the shields with fire. 
  
Choir: And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,      
  we will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.      
  The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him.        
  His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure. 
  One little word shall fell him. 
 
 “Be still, and know that the Lord is God! 
  God is exalted among the nations, 
  I am exalted in the earth.” 
 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  The God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 
Sing: That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth. 
  The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth. 
  Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also. 
  The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still. 
  His kingdom is forever. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

  
 HYMN FESTIVAL (Please see insert.) 
 
 ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS                                                 (Please see insert.) 
           Kendra Crabtree 
    Elder Class of 2020: Heather Polikoff, Jimmy Ritter, Jen Stewart and Andrew Warren. 
           Deacons: Deb Call and Bill Neely  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
OFFERTORY OLD HUNDREDTH  arr.KEITH CHRISTOPHER 
 Orchestra 
   

DOXOLOGY    OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
 
 



 HYMN We Have Worshipped God Together HYFRYDOL 
  Text: J. S. Anthony 
 For the congregation of Blacksburg Presbyterian Church, 

with thanks for sharing in ministry for the past five and a half years 
 

 
BENEDICTION  

 



POSTLUDE When in Our Music God Is Glorified arr. MARK ALBRECHT 
 Orchestra; Jeffrey, alto saxophone 
 

 
 
 

Orchestra 
 
Violin 
Matt Chan 
Bridgette Seidel 
Bryan Kim 
 
Viola 
Nathan Folta 
 
Violoncello 
John Crawford 
Gemma Brizzolara 

Flute 
Elizabeth Crone 
Megan Asbrand 
Sara Hunter 
 
Oboe 
Emma Nichols 
 
Clarinet 
Mary Keffer 
Renee Jacobsen 

Alto Saxophone 
Soren Winistorfer 
Jonathan Anthony 
 
Tenor Saxophone 
Jonathan Elmore 
 
Percussion 
Sam Woolsey 

Trumpet 
Darrell Pearman  
 
Horn 
Jonah Winistorfer 
Emma Grace Woolsey 
Riley Fisher 
 
Trombone 
Jay Crone 
 
Tuba 
Connor Murphy 

 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 
 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward deeper 
faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you 
are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 

We are grateful for Jeffrey Anthony and all his gifts he has shared with us. Please join us following worship for cake in 
the Gathering Space as we wish him all God’s blessings on his new journey. We also thank everyone who participated in 
the orchestra today for enhancing our worship and praising God! 
 

The Peace Lilies are in worship today and a gift has been given to BPC’s Deacon’s Fund by Steve Drumheller and     Su-
zanne Sanford with thanks for their 36 years of marriage.  
 

A Few Celebration Flower dates are still available: Oct. 8, 15 and Dec. 31. Please let Sherry know if you would like to 
sponsor one of these dates by email to sherry@blacksburgpres.org. Please include the date you’d like to sponsor, color prefer-
ences, and what you would like to have printed in the bulletin. You may order an arrangement by Best Wishes, which will cost 
$50, or you may wish the Flower Committee to make an arrangement for you, cost $50, or elect to have the Peace Lilies in wor-
ship and donate the cost to a church program or charity of your choice. 
 

Creation Care thought:” I want creation to penetrate you with so much admiration that wherever you go, the least plant may 
bring you the clear remembrance of the Creator….One blade of grass or one speck of dust is enough to occupy your entire mind 
in beholding the art with which it has been made.”  

--St. Basil the Great (329-379), Hexaemeron, Homily V, “The Germination of the Earth” 
 
Fall Art Exhibit in Westminster Hall: Lucas Cranach, Artist of the Reformation with Bob Hendricks.  One of the ways 
we remember the Reformation from 500 years ago is by the art work of Lucas Cranach the Elder, considered the most success-
ful German artist of his time. He was a close friend of Martin Luther and he embraced the protestant reformation with enthusi-
asm. We are privileged to have the excellent photography of Bob Hendricks, who has studied and photographed Cranach’s 
work. Bob will display his photos in Westminster Hall through November with an Art Forum on Sept. 24 following worship.  
 

Mark your calendars!  A series of New Member Classes is being offered on the following dates: today, September 17, and 
24, for all who are interested (or even curious!) in joining Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. Classes will be held during the   
Sunday school hour from 9:00—10:00 a.m. in the Prayer Room.   
 



We are delighted that so many are visiting our church. Please greet warmly all those you may not know, and encourage them to 
take part in our lively congregation. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Kendra Crabtree at 552-2504, or e-mail 
her at kendra@blacksburgpres.org.   
 
Peacemaking Doodle Poster 
A coloring poster, provided by the PCUSA National office in Louisville, KY, is set up outside the Fellowship Hall for the rest 
of September. Take some time to pause, add some color and pray for peace.  
 

This original artwork, designed for the 2017 Season of Peace by the folks at Illustrated Children’s Ministry, is based on Ephe-
sians 2: 14-17 and features the text “Peace to those who are near and those who are far away.”  The wings of the dove have the 
word “peace” in 5 languages – Hebrew, Arabic, Spanish, Korean and English.  
 
The MRF NAACP 42nd Freedom Fund Banquet will be held Saturday, October 7, 2017, 6 pm at the Inn of VA Tech and 
Conference Center. Our theme is "Meeting the New Challenges," and our guest speaker is Dr. Menah Pratt-Clarke, Vice Presi-
dent for Strategic Affairs and Vice Provost for Diversity and Inclusion, Virginia Tech. We look forward to hearing a powerful 
message, providing you with a wonderful meal, awarding presentations and networking with one another. Reservations are re-
quired. BPC has 10 tickets for contribution $50 each. Call the church office (552-2504) if you would like to reserve a 
ticket. All are welcome.  
  
Bread for the World 
Though progress against hunger has been made in the last 30 years, due in part to your letter-writing; however, we are not fin-
ished: the families of one in six children in the U.S. struggle with hunger. You have an opportunity today to “defend the rights 
of the poor and needy” (Prov. 31:8), simply by signing the postcards in your bulletin and placing them in the offering plate or 
by going to the Hatcher Conference Room after worship, where information and supplies are available for you to write your 
own letters. To write online, go to www.bread.org/activist. This is part of the 2017 non-partisan emphasis of Bread for the 
World, with which this church and many others participate. 
 
 
 
 
 

P.E.O. Chapter AU Event TODAY, September 17, 2017 
P.E.O. Chapter AU will sponsor a lecture by David Gray, Professor of Law at the University Of Maryland Carey School of 
Law in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Sept. 17 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at BPC. Professor Gray’s lecture will be based on his re-
cently published book, The Fourth Amendment in an Age of Surveillance. David grew up in Blacksburg and was a member of 
Northside Presbyterian Church.  
 

Copies of his book will be available at the lecture for purchase.  
 

P.E.O. is an International Philanthropic Educational Organization of “Women educating women”. They provide scholarships, 
loans, grants, and own a college. Proceeds from the sale of the speaker’s book will add to chapter scholarship funds.  

 
 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Brian Smith      
Elder of the Week:   Today: Susan Bailey Mon-Sunday: Jack Call  
Ushers:   Jackson Lawrence, Davis Mesmer, Chris Lawrence and Sam Woolsey    
Counters: John Dillard and Neal Boyd 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Sept. 17 Membership Class at 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Room 
    SHIFT small groups meet at 9:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Hymn Fest 
    Bread for the World 
    Cents-Ability collection at BPC 
    P.E.O. Chapter AU hosts a lecture with Professor David Gray at 2:00 p.m. - FH 
    Youth Group meets at Cox’s Putt Around, 3500 Price’s Fork Road, at 5:30 p.m.    
                    /Dinner at Highway 55 –bring $15 Pick up at 7:30 p.m. – 775 University City Blvd. 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR   



 Sept. 18 Staff meets at 1:30 a.m. – HCR 
 Sept. 19 Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m.- HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 Sept. 20 SHIFT Small Groups meet at 6:00 p.m.; 5:00 p.m. for dinner 
    Handbell practice at 6:00 p.m. 
    Adult Choir practice at 7:00 p.m.  
    Community Ministry meets at 7:00 p.m.- WM 
 Sept. 21 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
 Sept 23 Memorial Service for Walter Koball at 11:00 a.m. - Columbarium 
  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Sept. 24 Art Forum with Bob Hendricks following worship – WM 
 Sept. 25 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
 Sept. 27 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. –HCR 
    SHIFT Small Groups meet at 6:00 p.m. with dinner at 5:00 p.m. 
 Sept. 30 Memorial Service for Charlie O’Dell at 2:00 p.m. with reception to follow 
 October Global Missions Focus 
 Oct. 9  Presbyterian Women Reception at 6:30 p.m. – FH 
 Oct. 15 Session meets at 7:00 p.m. 
 Oct. 29 Fallapalozza at 4:00 -6:00 p.m. –Spaghetti dinner to benefit CROP Walk 
  

 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INSTALLATION AND ORDINATION OF OFFICERS AND DEACONS 
 

 
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE ELDERS AND DEACONS  Catherine Taylor 
 

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through
   him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
 

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and  
 authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you?  
 

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions 
 of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will
  you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 
 
Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually
   guided by our confessions? 
 

Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend  
 among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 
 

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the  
 reconciliation of the world? 
 

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 
 

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? 
 

(For Ruling Elders)  Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, 
 nurture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of 
 the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?  
 

(For Deacons) Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s 
 help to the friendless and those in need, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice 
 of Jesus Christ? 

 

The ruling elders- and deacons- elect having answered in the affirmative, a ruling elder shall stand with them 
 before the congregation and shall ask the congregation to answer the following questions: 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS FOR THE CONGREGATION 

Do we, the members of the church, accept Heather Polikoff, Jimmy Ritter, Jen Stewart, Andrew 
Warren, Deb Call, and Bill Neely as ruling elders or deacons, chosen by God through the voice of 
this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?    

I do. 
 

Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they 
guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? 

 I do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFICERS AND DEACONS 
 

Kendra Crabtree-  
Kendra has joined the staff of BPC as Director of Communication and Church Life. She is a native of Tennes-
see, and a 2008 honors graduate of Belmont University in Nashville, where she earned her Bachelor of Music, 
Music Education. In May of 2014 she graduated from George Fox with a Masters of Arts in Spiritual For-
mation.  Kendra comes to us with a call to serve the Church, organizational and technical skills, seminary train-
ing, and a commitment to building Christian community. 
 
                                                            Elder Class 2020 

Heather Polikoff 
Heather is excited to help shape BPC’s future as it has been wonderful for her family. She’s originally from subur-
ban Detroit where she earned her bachelor's from Albion College, and met her husband Rich. They've been married 
for 9 years and have three daughters: Carly (6), Zora (4) and Marlo (2). She earned my master's from the University 
of Michigan, and taught in Michigan and Arkansas before moving here in 2013.  She is currently at home with my 
girls, and plans to get back into teaching when they are older.  The best age to teach is definitely middle school. She 
has been active in BPC as part of ILT, equipping team, Children's Ministry and Faith Circle and now is delighted to 
be part of my new small group on Wednesday nights. Outside of church she loves to read, garden, travel, coach 
youth sports and spend time with her family.  
 

Jimmy Ritter 
Jimmy is married to Maureen who is a fantastic children's counselor and attends St. Mary's Catholic 
Church. He came into this world in San Antonio, Texas and grew up in San Diego, San Francisco, New Orle-
ans, and Tampa.  He has spent time learning physics in Houston, Philadelphia, and Ithaca.  Jimmy became a 
member of the Physics department at Virginia Tech in 1976 (retired in 2010) and joined Blacksburg Presby-
terian church in 1978.  Jimmy has served on the Community Ministry and Peace and Justice committees and 
served on session from 2007 to 2010.  While on session, he was chair of the Peace and Justice commit-
tee.  Outside of church and physics, Jimmy enjoys reading, hiking, rafting, and Contra dancing. 
 

Jen Stewart 
Jen Stewart, is married to Ryan and is mom to Nettie (5) and Laina (2). She grew up in California, served in 
the Peace Corps in Bolivia, and attended graduate school at Oregon State University. They joined BPC three 
years ago, soon after moving to Blacksburg from Corvallis, OR.  Virginia Tech brought our family to Blacks-
burg and she currently works in the Department of Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences where she is the Stu-
dent Support Coordinator. Outside of work she enjoys reading, walking my dog, yoga, dancing, attending thea-
tre shows, learning new things, hanging out with family and friends, and of course being a part of BPC.  
 

Andrew Warren 
Andrew and Peg have been married for 19 years and have 3 children: Griffin, Tyler, and Sophia. He serves 
on the Board of the New River Valley Community Foundation and Chair the Distribution Committee. He 
enjoys coaching basketball and soccer for his children's teams. He enjoys running when possible and have 
completed 4 marathons to date. Andrew received his undergraduate and graduate degrees from Virginia 
Tech. He work as the Planning Director for the Town of Christiansburg. Andrew and Peg enjoy travelling 
and hope to travel more again as the children get older.  

 
Deb Call, Class of 2020 
Deb Call is a native Virginian and resides in Laurel Ridge with her husband, Jack, and a menagerie of 
pets. She has two sons, Jeff and Scott. Jeff and his wife, Lindsay, and daughter Abigail, are members 
of BPC. Scott lives in Cincinnati.  
 

Deb is a graduate of William and Mary and received her DVM from the University of Georgia. Deb 
has been a local small animal veterinarian in private practice for over thirty years, enjoying the world of animals and people. 
Special interests include visiting friends, music, and advocating for positive change and a kinder, gentler world. 

 
Bill Neely, Class of 2017 
Bill has been a member of BPC since 1995 and has been an ordained Elder since 1972, serving two terms 
at BPC. Bill is currently a member of the Personnel Committee, choir, and “Woodchucks”. He is cur-
rently serving as a Trustee of the Presbytery of the Peaks. Non-church interests include golf, singing, 
shooting and generally not acting his age. 


