
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 

 
 
 

Elder Class 2018  Elder Class 2019  Elder Class 2020 
   Susan Bailey   Jama Hayes   Heather Polikoff 
   Jack Call   Peggy Kincaid   Jimmy Ritter 
   Ami Jo    Fred Piercy   Jen Stewart 
    Brent Opell   Brian Smith   Andrew Warren 
        Melanie Smith    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

SEPTEMBER 3, 2017 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“Earth’s crammed with heaven, And every common bush afire with God: But only he who sees takes off his 
shoes.”   ~Elizabeth Barrett Browning  

 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE Verset in C LÉON BOËLLMANN 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Robert Dean 
 Come worship God, who has done wonders in our lives. 
  God anoints us with joy and light, gifts from the treasures of God’s heart. 
 Come follow Jesus, who bears our lives with grace and hope. 
  In our work, in our rest, we are God’s in Christ. 
 Be touched by the Spirit, who brings solace and peace for all. 
  With our hearts, minds, and voices, we gather for worship and praise. 
  

 HYMN No.11      Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud ABERYSTWYTH 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
God of every time and place, we proclaim our praise to you. In compassion you send us into the world, 
for you are the Word we can speak to power; the Healing we can offer the broken; the Justice that can 
replace wrong. In this hour let us feel the flame of your presence and find ourselves on holy ground. 
AMEN. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

God of all people, we confess to you our rivalries and deceit. We have not lived by the best we know. We 
have seen people who are different from us as enemies, while you call us to be family. We have closed our 
eyes to needs around us, afraid of what we might lose if we respond. We have received in abundance and 
made skimpy return. O God, move us out of our tiny orbits of self-interest that we may enlist as laborers 
in your harvest.   …  (A time of silent confession follows.)   
In Jesus’ name, hear our prayers.  Amen.  

 
 
PRAYFERUL RESPONSE  MC AFEE 
  There is a place of full release, near to the heart of God, 
  A place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of God. 
  O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, 
  Hold us, who wait before thee, near to the heart of God.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  Friends, voice the good news: 
   Christ breaks the power of sin and evil! 
  In the name of Jesus Christ, 
   We are forgiven! 



 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 440  ABERYSTWYTH 

 Plenteous grace with thee is found, grace to cover all my sin. 
 Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within. 
 Thou of life the fountain art; freely let me take of thee. 
 Spring thou up within my heart. Rise to all eternity. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs for nurture and care.) 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 
  Exodus 3:1-15 
 

SERMON   “On Holy Ground”             Dr. Taylor 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

HYMN No. 405  Praise God for This Holy Ground HEYMONYSTRAAT 

  
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 

OFFERTORY  This Is the Feast arr. JOHN FERGUSON 
 Adult Choir 
 

Text may be found at Hymn No. 513. 
 

DOXOLOGY   OLD HUNDREDTH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ, all people here below;  
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
All are welcome at Christ’s table.  Use the center aisle to reach a station, take a piece of bread and dip it in the cup. Return 
to your seat by the side aisle.  Gluten, dairy and egg-free bread and individual cups are available at the center station in 
front.  If you need to remain seated, the elements will be brought to you.   

INVITATION TO THE TABLE   
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 May the God of every place be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 Lift your hungry hearts to God. 
 We offer them to the One who feeds us with grace. 
 God gives us all we need in every moment. 
 Our mouths will sing God’s praise.  

 

 
 



Let us declare the mystery of faith... 
 Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
      SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP 
 PRAYER AFTER SUPPER            
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 501                   Feed Us, Lord                         FEED US 
   

 BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE Toccata WAYNE L. WOLD 
 

  
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2017 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved toward deeper 
faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you 
are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 

We are grateful for Robert Dean who is our liturgist today and all the gifts he brings to BPC. 
 

THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS are sponsored by Dorothy Domermuth in loving memory of Charlie Domermuth. 
 

A Few Celebration Flower dates are still available: Oct. 8, 15 and Dec. 31. Please let Sherry know if you would like to 
sponsor one of these dates by email to sherry@blacksburgpres.org. Please include the date you’d like to sponsor, color prefer-
ences, and what you would like to have printed in the bulletin. You may order an arrangement by Best Wishes, which will cost 
$50, or you may wish the Flower Committee to make an arrangement for you, cost $50, or elect to have the Peace Lilies in wor-
ship and donate the cost to a church program or charity of your choice. 
 

Creation Care thought: “It would go a long way to caution and direct people in their use of the world that they were better 
studied and known in the creation of it.  For how could [humans] find the confidence to abuse it, while they should see the 
Great Creator stare them in the face in all and every part thereof?”             --William Penn (1644-1718), Fruits of Solitude 
 

Creation Care Team update about our Butterfly habitat. If you would like seeds for Swamp Milkweed, they are “ripe” in 
our garden out by the basketball goal—help yourself right away! If you would like seeds for Common Milkweed, please 
inform Sarah Windes by Sept. 3rd at swindes@vt.edu or 540-951-8005. 
 
Fall Art Exhibit in Westminster Hall: Lucas Cranach, Artist of the Reformation with Bob Hendricks.  One of the ways 
we remember the Reformation from 500 years ago is by the art work of Lucas Cranach the Elder, considered the most success-
ful German artist of his time. He was a close friend of Martin Luther and he embraced the protestant reformation with enthusi-
asm. We are privileged to have the excellent photography of Bob Hendricks, who has studied and photographed Cranach’s 
work. Bob will display his photos in Westminster Hall through November with an Art Forum on Sept. 24 following worship.  
 

Mark your calendars!  A series of New Member Classes is being offered on the following dates: September 10, 17, and 24, 
for all who are interested (or even curious!) in joining Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. Classes will be held during the Sunday 
school hour from 9:00—10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
 



We are delighted that so many are visiting our church. Please greet warmly all those you may not know, and encourage them to 
take part in our lively congregation. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Kendra Crabtree at 552-2504, or e-mail 
her at kendra@blacksburgpres.org.   
 
A Call To Action: Presbyterians Witness in Washington, September 12, 2017. Come to demand a  
faithful budget! Contact Melanie Smith at melscofam@gmail.com  if you are interested and would like to carpool.  
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Nancy Furr      
Elder of the Week:   Today: Jen Stewart Mon-Sunday:  Jimmy Ritter 
Ushers:   Phil, Susan, Elise and Ben Bailey    
Counters: Greg Campbell and Neal Boyd   
Coffee Hosts: Volunteers needed!   Please see Peggy Kincaid if you can help. 
 

 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 

 Sept. 3 No Sunday school today 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. with Communion 
    No Fair Trade Items today- Rescheduled for Sept. 10 
 Sept. 4 Church Office Closed for Labor Day 
 Sept. 5 Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m.- HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
    Staff meets at 1:30 p.m. – HCR 
 Sept. 6 Handbell practice at 6:00 p.m. 
    Adult Choir practice at 7:00 p.m.  
 Sept. 7 Caring for the Community meets at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
 Sept. 10 Higher Education Sunday 
    Membership Class at 9:00 a.m. - Prayer Room 
    Joyful Noise choir begins at 10:00 a.m. Room 007 
    Fair Trade Items available today following worship 
    Ukirk DC Presentation following worship - FH      
 Youth Group at 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at BPC, Family Potluck-FH 

 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 Sept. 11 Staff meets at 11:00 am. – HCR 
    Children’s Ministry meets at 12:30 p.m. - WM 
    Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. –FH- Catherine Taylor, Lesson; Winnie Drummond, Hostess 
    Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. at Nancy Furr’s home-     
  708 Southgate Dr., Blacksburg, VA   24060 
 Sept. 12 Faith Circle meets at Katie (Durham) Clark’s home,      
  195 Huff Heritage Lane, Christiansburg, VA 24073 
 Sept 13 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Peace, Justice, Global Mission meets at 1:00 p.m. – HCR 
 Sept 17 Bread for the World 
    Cents-Ability collection at BPC 
    PEO Chapter AU Event- a lecture by David Gray, Professor of Law at the University of Maryland Carey 
     School of Law - Fellowship Hall at 1:30 p.m. 
    Youth Group meets at Cox’s Putt Around, 3500 Price’s Fork Road, at 5:30 p.m.    
                   /Dinner at Highway 55 –bring $15 Pick up at 7:30 p.m. – 775 University City Blvd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hildegard and Lydia Circles, Presbyterian Women: Our new Horizons Bible Study, “Cloud of Witnesses: The 
Community of Christ in Hebrews” booklet will be available in the Gathering Space this Sunday.  Circles begin this 
study in September.  The price is $10.00.  Checks may be made to BPC-PW.  In nine lessons, author Melissa Bane Sevier 
invites us to explore major themes found in Hebrews, relate these themes to other parts of our faith tradition, and tie them 
together with the overarching motif of “community.”   
 
Lydia Circle, co-chairs, Elva Miller and Sylvia Echols, meets at 1:30 in Fellowship Hall, usually on the first Monday of 
each month.  Hildegard, Nancy Furr, chair, meets at the church or in homes.  THIS SEPTEMBER, LYDIA’S MEET-
ING DATE WILL BE SEPTEMBER 11 at 1:30 p.m., BECAUSE OF LABOR DAY.  Catherine Taylor will lead the 
lesson and Winnie Drummond will be the hostess. All women are invited to join us for fellowship, service, prayer and 
study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hildegard Circle meets on Monday, Sept. 11 at 6:00 p.m. for a shared meal and fellowship and a Bible study at 7:00 
p.m. at Nancy Furr’s home, 708 Southgate Drive, Blacksburg, VA. Phone: 540-951-8219. All are welcome! For more 
information contact Nancy Furr, Chair of   Hildegard Circle. 
 
Faith Circle meets on Tuesday, Sept. 12 at 7:30 p.m. at Katie (Durham) Clark’s home, 195 Huff Heritage Lane, 
Christiansburg, VA 24073. For more information contact Katie (Durham) Clark at 540-968-6758 or katie09@vt.edu.  

 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
Ushers and Coffee Hosts 

Summertime is difficult to get volunteers to help during worship. Coffee Hosts: If you can help make coffee on Sunday morn-
ings (Coffee Fellowship is from 10:00-10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings) please  
contact Peggy Kincaid at fellowship@blacksburgpres.org  
or (540) 808-6154.  

Ushers are also needed every Sunday. Four people are required to make  
this opportunity to serve go smoothly.  

It is a great way for your family to be a part of worship at BPC! Single folks too! 
Contact Rob Kincaid at rbk0831@gmail.com or the church office at 552-2504. 

Please do your part by being involved at church. It’s who we are! 
 
 
 
 

We can’t do it without 



 
 
 

 
 

A Call to Action: 
Presbyterians Witness in Washington 

September 12, 2017 
Now more than ever your voice is needed in the nation’s capital!   

As our political leaders move to pass policies that would devastate the most vulnerable – both in our own country and 
abroad, it is critical that we speak truth to power. 

Come to Washington to demand a  
Faithful Budget! 

9:00: Briefing 
11:30: Press Conference 

12:30 – 3:30: Meetings with Congressional Offices 
3:30: Closing Worship and Debriefing 

Live Streaming on OPW Facebook page 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Melanie Smith if you’d like to carpool at melscofam@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.E.O. Chapter AU Event September 17, 2017 
P.E.O. Chapter AU will sponsor a lecture by David Gray, Professor of Law at the University Of Maryland Carey School Of 
Law in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, Sept. 17 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at BPC. Professor Gray’s lecture will be based on his re-
cently published book, The Fourth Amendment in an Age of Surveillance. David grew up in Blacksburg and was a member of 
Northside Presbyterian Church.  
 

Copies of his book will be available at the lecture.  
 

P.E.O. is an International Philanthropic Educational Organization of “Women educating women”. They provide scholarships, 
loans, grants and own a college. Proceeds from the sale of the speaker’s book will add to chapter scholarship funds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date!  
Advocacy Training Weekend 

April 20-23, 2018 
Compassion Peace and Justice Training Day – April 20 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days – April 20-23 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Dear BPC Family, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has put out a call for Hygiene Kits and Cleanup Buckets for Texas. 
Below is a list of needed items. If you can contribute any of these items, or money for shipping them to 
Texas, please bring it to church by next Sunday. The Bible Study group will create kits and pack the items 
for shipping on Tuesday Sept 5th, starting at 7:30 am. Feel free to come and help. Below is the list of 
needed items. Our neighbors need us.  
Peace, Catherine 
 
 CLEANUP BUCKET (Value $75) 
1 — 5‐gallon bucket with resealable lid 
5 — scouring pads 
7 — sponges, assorted sizes 
1 — scrub brush 
1 — pkg. cleaning towels (18 reusable, like Easy Wipes®) 
1 — box dry laundry detergent, 50‐78 oz. 
1 — liquid concentrated household cleaner (like Lysol®), 12 oz. 
1 — bottle liquid disinfectant dish soap (like Dawn®), 24‐28 oz. 
1 — 1 pkg. clothespins, 48‐50 Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft. 
5 — dust masks 
2 pair — latex gloves (like Playtex®) 
1 pair — work gloves                        Photo by Kathy Broyard, PDA NRT 
1 — 24 to 28 count roll heavy‐duty trash bags (30‐45 gallon, remove from carton) 
1 — bottle insect repellant (pump, drops or lotion; not aerosol), 6‐9 oz. 
 

Please purchase all liquids in plastic bottles. Send only new, unopened materials. Put all items in the plastic 
bucket, packed securely to avoid damage during shipment, and seal lid with packing tape. 
 

*Some local fast‐food restaurants are willing to give pickle buckets (or other 5‐gallon buckets with re‐seal‐
able lids) or offer them for a small fee. These can be washed out and used for the cleanup buckets. 
 
 
 

 HYGIENE KIT (Value $15) 
1 — hand towel (approximately 16" x 28", no fingertip or bath towels) 
1 — washcloth 
1 — wide‐tooth comb (remove from package) 
1 — nail clipper (UPDATE: nail clippers with metal files or emery boards attached are now accepted; re‐
move from package) 
1 — bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
1 — toothbrush (in original packaging) 
10 — Band‐Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips 
Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. Toothpaste which has an extended expiration date will be 
added to international Hygiene Kit shipments just prior to shipment. Seal all items in a one‐gallon plastic 
bag with a zipper closure. 

 
  

 
 


