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Did everyone enjoy eclipse viewing? 
 Raise your hand if you were able to see the total eclipse?i 
According to the news this was the first time in decades 
 an eclipse traveled across the entire United States.  
Here at church we shared one set of viewing glasses and  
 made tiny crescent shaped shadows with a colander  
  and through our fingers on the ground.  
   Plus Sherry brought us muffins to munch! 
 
In the summer of 1963 when I was nine there was a total eclipse  
 visible in Alaska and Maine. 
  I have memories of my mother getting a shadow box 
   so my sister and I could see the partial version in DC.  
 For children the world is constantly full of new things.  
  There are things to learn about and wonder about every day.  
 
Sharing milestones and firsts with children is one of the great joys of life, 
 and I hope to have some such moments with my grandchildren. 
  Moments like the first awareness of snow.  
  The first real foray into the ocean. The first fish on the line.  
   And if I’m very lucky, another eclipse of the sun. 
Here at BPC we recognize and celebrate  
 faith milestones with our children, 
  such as being old enough to stay in the service, 
   to have a bible of one’s own to read,  
    to be old enough for the Mid-High Youth Group 
     or to start going to Senior Highs, 
      taking on personal habits of prayer and time with God.  
  That’s why we established this annual service  
   that honors our children’s transitions,  
    and why on this day we gear the bulletin  
     more to kids and the ways they think and learn.  
      (though many of you have told me you like  
       the explanations in this bulletin as well!). 
Blacksburg Pres. is a good place to be little  
 because children’s religious experience is valued here  
  and kids are allowed to be themselves.  
To be themselves in the questions that they ask— 
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 and I hope they ask lots of questions—  
  and in the things they don’t question  
   because here they learn that faith is not a pile of facts, 
    or a bunch of information. 
 Faith is a way of being with each other in the world and with God.  
Here children are encouraged to be themselves  
 as people who are in the process of becoming individuals,  
  with their own hopes and their own interests,  
   their own ways of having fun, of loving themselves,  
     their neighbors and families. 
 
We are even departing from the Lectionary for our gospel text,  
 though the story of baby Moses being drawn from the water 
  is the Hebrew scripture reading for today.  
   And how perfect to have a baptism to go with it!.  
 
Moses was in God’s keeping from the moment of his birth, 
 children love the story of the baby in the basket, 
  protected by God from the cruel whims of Pharaoh.  
The story has all kinds of elaborate details:  
 The fact that Moses parents were Levites,  
  the tribe from which all of the priests of Israel will be drawn henceforth. 
 The statement that the baby was a sturdy little guy, 
  healthy and strong. 
   Even the description of the waterproof material that was used  
    to turn a papyrus basket into a little boat safe for its precious cargo, 
     bitumen, which is tar, and pitch, a dark sticky resin. 
   Finally we hear that older sister Miriam, 
    who was just a little girl herself, stands guard over him. 
We also have the opening statement that a “new king” arose  
 who had no ties or memories of Joseph and his people. 
  Maybe like me you have looked at old family photographs 
   and regretted not asking your mother or uncle 
    just who is that man in the hat,  
     or who that older woman standing next to cousin Fred?  
      I have photograph that I don’t know who is in them. 
 Forgetting the ways we are connected is a pathway  
  to fear and the exploitation of other people. 
   And here that dynamic is, at the beginning of this ancient text. 
 
Just this weekend a scientist interviewed,            
 in a show about disaster preparedness   
  Dr. Lucy Jones, made an amazing comment on NPR. 
   She said more important than storing up water or having a go bag 
    for evacuation, much more important than that is 
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     treating your neighbors as friends,         
      do not treat your neighbors as enemies. 
 Start now, said this savvy scientist, to interact  
  and get to know all of the people around you and form a community. 
  Community she said is the way to survive when true disaster strikes. 
   Knowing each other is what will make for the caring and giving 
    that will be needed to create a future when the disaster is over.ii 
 
Pharaoh has not bothered to learn about or know his neighbors. 
 For him these Hebrews are nothing but a growing threat. 
  We skipped the story in which they are put to more, and more horrifying work. 
The actual origin of the word “Hebrew” is unknown. 
 But we do know that it is not an ethnic group.iii 
  It may come from an ancient word meaning  
   those who “crossed over,” or those who “passed through the waters” 
    as anyone emigrating into Egypt would have had to do. 
In other words, the Hebrews probably a mixed group of outsiders  
 whose numbers were increasing and leading powerful insiders to be afraid. 
Coupled with this is the terrifying news  
 about how Pharaoh plans to deal with this treat, 
  which leads to the actions of one family and one mother 
   who is determined to protect her son. 
 
When the baby is found by Pharaoh’s daughter 
 early listeners must have delighted in the way this Israelite family 
  puts one over on the administration, 
   as a mere girl maneuvers  
    for the baby’s own mother to be his nurse.  
Pharaoh’s daughter knows what she is doing. 
 She knows that this is a Hebrew baby.  
She’s perfectly complicit in this.   
 She’s go no power to make policy, she’s just someone’s daughter.  
  So, this is also her moment  
   to act for justice against the powers that be. 
    
Once the story is over, we know several things,          
  The baby will grow up with his own mother and father and       
  then go into the royal household 
   where he will have every advantage  
       in terms of education and nutrition. 
  He will grow up to be treated like royalty          
   be well aware of how things are done in Egypt, too. 
And God will watch over him and stay by him  
 and one day call him out of a burning bush to lead his people who were 
  named for passing through the waters   
   across the waters again and into new, free lives. 
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God’s deliverance is Israel’s story and our story 
 It’s the story of the justice God wills and works to create continually. 
  It’s the story we teach our children, 
   that Brynn will learn as she grows up in our midst.       
    God is our deliverer, always. 
 
Children are the focus of the gospel story Frank read, too. 
 Similar stories can be found in Mark and Luke 
  but with a very important difference. 
In those versions, Jesus catches the disciples  
 talking among themselves about which of them is the greatest. 
  They think greatness has something to do  
   with stature or accomplishment. 
 
But in the Matthew version the disciples simply ask the question 
  in a straightforward, unselfish way. 
  “What is greatness?” is a good question  
   and Jesus warms to the answer.  
He calls a child, a “little one” into their midst, 
 and says they will never enter they kingdom of God  
  unless they too become like a child, too, 
   for to be great is to be as humble as a child, 
    and to serve the needs of little ones.  
He means children, yes, but he also means everyone who is  
 is overlooked, unconsulted, unimportant, 
  lowly or treated, as the Hebrews were, like slaves. 
 
You have heard before that children in Jesus day 
 were seen very differently from the way we view children now. 
In the ancient world of Jesus “Children were always at risk. 
 According to some estimates, 30 percent of infants died at birth, 
  another 30 percent perished by age 6, 
   and 60 percent were gone by age 16. 
First century parents cared for and loved their children, of course, 
 but [given such odds] “society placed little value on childhood.” 
Children were the social equal of slaves, “nobodies” 
 and had to reach adulthood to achieve any standing at all. 
  Yet here is Jesus saying that the model  
   for greatness in God’s kingdom is a child.  
 
Teacher of preachers Tom Long suggests 
 we pay attention to the visual picture this story paints: 
“Imagine a circle drawn in the sand  
 called the ‘kingdom of heaven,’ he writes. 
When the disciples ask their question about greatness  
 they assume they are standing inside the circle. 
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  Surely that’s where the great will be found. 
But “Jesus reaches outside the circle for his example.” 
 Now, ironically, the disciples are on the outside, 
  and the only way back in is for them to stoop low 
   and become humble, nameless, unseen, 
    unimportant, nonentities, in their culture. To become like children. 
The disciples even learn they won’t even know Jesus  
 if they don’t learn to welcome and show hospitality  
  to the weak and the lowly.  
 Why? Because whoever shows hospitality to the powerless 
  “whoever welcomes one such child in my name,” 
   [actually] welcomes me”.iv  
 
Like you I have been watching events in Texas with a lump in my throat. 
 There are stories there we haven’t heard yet 
  of help given by strangers to each other, of kindness shared. 
My guess is that when neighbors along the Texas coast  
 take out their small boats after the winds died down 
  and reach out their hands into the water 
   to pull someone clinging to a log or car to safety, 
    the question wasn’t asked “Are you significant or important? 
     Will my helping you do anything valuable for me? 
All kinds of help and welcome are likely unfolding there right now 
 that we will never know about at all. 
The scientist was right. What matters most in a disaster 
 is community, and while I don’t believe for one instant 
  that God ever sends disasters down upon the world, 
   greatness is often demonstrated most when disaster strikes. 
 
There is no hurricane here. 
 We’ve just welcomed a child 
  and promised to love her family, to guide and teach her. 
We’ve just recognized our children,  
 and rejoiced with them in their growing up among us. 
Now in our homes and day to day living  
 Jesus invites us to be, like, of all people, Pharaoh’s daughter 
  who welcomed the unwanted, the lowly, the unseen, 
   the unimportant in the eyes of the world into her own home. 
How wonderful to know that truly being among the great  
 is so easily within our grasp. 
  That all we need to do is see, really see,  
   those who are lowly and neglected nearby 
    and treat them, as God does, like royalty. AMEN. 
    
 Prayer: Holy God, may we remember in all that we do, that our children are watching 
and learning from us how to be your disciples. Amen. 
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i My Sister Julie in Atlanta drove up to the broad lawns of Rabun Gap‐Nacoochee School to get a view of the total 
eclipse, a drive of a little over an hour. It took six hours to get back, however, in all the eclipse traffic! 
ii Conversation aired on NPR’s “1A” on August 24, 1017, between host Joshua Johnson and guests Kathryn Miles, 
author of "Quakeland: On the Road to America's Next Devastating Earthquake," Dr. Lucy Jones, a researcher at 
Caltech's Seismological Laboratory, Tom Pratt, a geophysicist at the U.S. Geological Survey and Richard Allen, 
director of the Berkeley Seismological Laboratory.  Dr. Jones made the comment about being a community. 
iii Ebre found in Genesis 10:24 is a 13th century BCE word referring to an ancestor of Abraham 
iv Matthew 18:5 

                                                            


