
Summer in a university-town has a different pace from the 
academic year.  At BPC, weekly Christian education classes 
go on hiatus but learning, faith development and fellowship 
don’t stop.  We hosted an energetic week of Vacation Bible 
School with dinners for 35 kids plus 35 adult and five youth 
volunteers.  Youth went to two conferences, one each for mid-
dle and high school with eight youth and four chaperones.  
Everyone learned about God while dancing to music, playing 
games, studying the bible, participating in small group conver-
sations, and worshipping in various ways each evening.  Expe-
riencing God at work in kids’ lives through intense week-long 
events is powerful and hopeful.   
 

Forming relationships with children and youth during the 
school year is just as rewarding. The gifts of many people are 
needed to offer a place of belonging for us all.  I encourage 
you to invest energy in getting to know the funny and insight-
ful young people in our midst!  There are lots of ways to en-
gage. 
 Do you wonder “Who are all those kids up front in 

worship during Sharing Faith with Children?”  You 
can encourage families to find a faith home at BPC by 
playing with kids in the nursery or God’s Garden.  We 
have paid staff, but occasionally need additional help. 

 

 Do you want to study the bible, but find it hard to set 
aside the time?  Teaching may provide the discipline 
(or deadline) needed to learn scripture so you can teach 
it.  The more you learn, the better able you will be to 
make connections and improve your own understanding 
of how scriptures apply to our lives.  And, kids often 
make wonderfully unexpected observations.  

 

 Do you wonder if you know enough to teach children or 
youth?  It’s okay to not have all the answers as long as 
you have a desire to love God, and seek to learn.  Each 
lesson includes an interpretation of the passages.  Other 
teachers and church staff are also ready to help.  Teachers 
work in teams to enhance conversations and understand-
ing. 

 

 Do you have the time to commit?  There are op-
tions!  Children’s Sunday school classes are divid-
ed into quarters to allow for consistency within 
seasons.  Youth classes are led by teams who teach 
every 3-4 weeks when their schedules allow.  
Youth group meets each Sunday evening.  Youth 
participate in 1-2 night Peaks Presbytery retreats 
during the year, and 4-6 day conferences in the 
summer.  (It’s okay to get a substitute once in a 
while!) 

 

•    Building relationships also happens through fellow-
ship and service events throughout the year.  Sim-
ple gifts of baking gingerbread, playing, cooking 
meals, hiding Easter eggs, decorating, setting/
clearing up, or sharing your talents can lead to new 
friendships with people of all ages. 

 

We are immensely grateful to God for people who live 
their faith by spending time with BPC’s children and 
youth!   
 
Please contact me (susanh@blacksburgpres.org), Heather 
Polikoff (children@blacksburgpres.org), or Susan Bailey 
(youth@blacksburgpres.org) if you have ideas or ques-
tions about how you can share in the life of BPC’s chil-
dren or youth. 

 
Let the message about Christ completely fill your lives, 
while you use all your wisdom to teach and instruct 
each other.  Col. 3:16 
 
Peace, 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Hunter 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries 
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Prayer Concerns 
Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and care, 
we also pray for many people…  
 

...for Ted Ake and his family following Bea’s passing; 

...for John Browder whose cancer has recurred; 

...for Sarah Olson Rogers’ family (Bob and Cosby Rogers’ daughter)     
 following her passing; 
...for Ginsey Thompson who is recovering from an appendectomy; 
...for Nancy Leach and her family following Woody’s passing; 
...for Elva Millers’ sister, Dorothy, who has been diagnosed with ALS; 
...for the Newman family following Renie’s passing; 

...for Jeff Call as he undergoes medical tests; 

...for Bob Thomas who broke his wrist; 

...for Richard Turner who is recovering from surgery; 

...for Martha Thomas who had knee replacement surgery; 

...for Billy Evans and his family, whose father Bill passed away; 

...for J.B. Jones’ family following his passing; 

...for Bill Henika whose brother passed away; 

...for Bob Stuart who fell and fractured his leg; 

...for Karen Watson as she continues to heal; 

...for the Koball family following the passing of Walter; 

...for Juan Espinoza’s father who is dealing with health concerns; 

...for Doug, a great friend of Elva Miller’s daughter Andrea; 

...for Judy Davis’ friend Janice Bowers who had a stroke; 

...for Nancy Ann Williams who is dealing with health concerns; 

...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times;  

...for Sherry and Randy Ingham's 2-year-old granddaughter,  
           Emily Schroepfer,  who was diagnosed with Leukemia and is  
           undergoing chemotherapy; 
 

Continue to be in prayer for  Rosalyn Lester, Ted Ake, Sally Alder-
son and the Hendricks’ family, the Shoulders family, the Amos family, 
the Blanton family, George Lough, Margaret Dawson, Edith Stockton, 
Rosa Linkous, Sandy Schlaudecker, Bob and Donna Stalcup, Mark 
Rakes, Gary Dingus, David Doherty, Anne Grover, Don MacKinder,   
Joann Boles, Eleanor Lau, Joan Munford, Kathleen Wampler, Carolyn 
White. 

Newsletter deadlines! 
We look forward to your items  for the newsle er. Please have all items  
submi ed to Sherry by August 16, 2017. Items may be submi ed by email 
to: sherry@blacksburgpres.org. 
 

Newsle er Schedule:  
September  1, 2017 (deadline August 16, 2017) 
October 1, 2017 (deadline September 15, 2017) 

 

Don’t forget our newsle er is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 

GRATITUDE AND CELEBRATION  

 

  Fair Trade Coffee and items will be available on the  first Sunday of 
each month following worship in the Gathering Space.   

Items will be available August 6th  
 

Help us to support small farmers with Fair Trade items. 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE AVAILABLE AT BPC 
Sunday, August 6, 2017  
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FAITH ON TAP   
 

Faith on Tap is scheduled for   
Friday, August 18 

 from  
6:00‐8:00 p.m. –Location TBD 

So, save the date for another opportunity for 
young folks to get together in a relaxed,  

fun atmosphere! 

 

Luke Phillips graduated from VMI on 16 
May, with a double major in Chemistry and 
Biology.  He received the Order of the Cin-
cinnati Medal and was third in his graduat-
ing class.  He is a commissioned second 
lieutenant in the U.S. Army, Armor 
Branch.  He is attending the Armor Basic 
Officers Leadership Course (ABOLC), the 
Army Reconnaissance Course, Ranger 
School, and Airborne School at Ft. Ben-
ning, GA.  Following that training he will go 
to Ft. Bragg, in NC.  
  
Joel Hunter graduated from the U. S. 
Naval Academy in May with a degree in 
Systems Engineering.  He is a commis-
sioned ensign in the U. S. Navy.  Joel will 
begin his training for the submarine ser-
vice by attending Nuclear Power School in 
Charleston, SC; Nuclear Power Training 
Unit to practice operating a Prototype Re-
ator; and then Submarine Officer Basic 
Course in Groton, CT. 

 

Dear Congregation Members, 
Thank you to everyone who attended my 
senior recital on May 21. It was fun to play 
for so many people! As  I mentioned in my 
sermon on Youth Sunday, I am grateful 
for all the love and support that BPC has 
given me. This was a very tangible  ex-
pression of that love and support that I will 
carry with me as I begin a new chapter of 
my life in Arizona. 
   With gratitude, 
  Juliana Anthony 
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Travel study seminar to focus on climate justice 
and faith in Central America   By Rick Jones  

 

LOUISVILLE – Presbyterians interested in learning more 
about climate justice in Central America will have the op-
portunity to see it up close this summer. The Presbyterian 
Peacemaking Program and Environmental Ministries are 
co-sponsoring a travel study seminar to Guatemala and 
Costa Rica on August 7–18. 
 

Organizers say the main focus of the Guatemala portion of 
the trip will be the impact of extractive mining. 
“We will visit seven different mining communities in central Guatemala and hear from residents about their expe-
riences around mining resistance,” said the Rev. Leslie Vogel, a PC(USA) mission co-worker. “There are 
mayors, committees and other faith-based groups involved in this effort. We will be seeing where they live as 
well as a mine from a distance.” 
 

The church has two global partners in Guatemala: the Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies (CEDEPCA) and 
the National Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Guatemala. 
“Mining resisters living in this country have had to deal with a lot including facing arrest and jail time,” Vogel said. 
“In the end, all charges are dropped and they are released, but they have spent months at a time away from their 
families.” 
 

For the past three years, a disaster ministry team has been working with resistance leaders, helping them deal 
with the emotional trauma they’ve experienced. Vogel says those taking part in the travel seminar will be able to 
spend quality time with the people and learn more about their struggles. 
 

“The idea is to be there and hear from the people who are impacted by the mines, what they’ve learned and 
what they are proactively doing,” Vogel said. “We will also hear about the good things that have come out of their 
work.” 
 

Vogel says she hopes attendees will come away with a better understanding of how people in Guatemala are 
impacted by environmental justice issues. 
 

The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program is enthusiastic about this partnership seminar with Environmental Min-
istries, World Mission and colleagues in Guatemala and Costa Rica. 
 

“It is something of a convergence event — where the commitments of peace and justice, the work of world mis-
sion and our partners alongside indigenous communities and our common concern for climate issues and the 
environment meet,” said Carl Horton, coordinator for the Peacemaking Program. “This will really be an on-the-

ground opportunity in a global context for participants to see the impact of climate issues on communities and to learn 
about the efforts of peacemakers, organizers and activists to advocate for those experiencing first-hand the very real 
affects of our changing climate.” 
 

For many years, the General Assembly has acted to encourage Presbyterians to increase their awareness and under-
standing of the global climate crisis. “This seminar will accomplish that as a sort of immersion contextual experience, 
one that we hope will equip Presbyterians to return as more informed and effective advocates for global climate jus-
tice,” Horton said. 
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Box Tops for Education For  
Menaul School 

 

BPC will begin collecting BOX Tops for Edu-
cation for Menaul School, Albuquerque, NM.  

A marked collection box is  in the Gathering Space 
Welcome window. Each is worth 10 cents toward sup-
plies for education, chosen by the school.  
 
Menaul is one of the 3 racial ethnic schools of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and is supported in part 
by the Christmas Joy Offering. People from all over 
the country send in these box tops and the school 
receives several thousands of dollars twice a year for 
wanted supplies. Elva Miller, who served as a volun-
teer at the school from January 6—April 6  will be 
happy to answer any questions. (540-951-8407) 

CHOIR PRACTICE BEGINS AT BPC 
 

Adult Choir practice will begin on  
Wednesday, August 23 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
All are welcome as we kick off this new year at BPC! 
 
Contact music director, Jeffrey Anthony at  
jeffrey@blacksburgpres.org if you have any questions. 



Looking for a way to kick-start your contributions to Cents-Ability? Here are a few challenges for you, 
challenges which encourage you to celebrate your own blessings: 
 
--Tithe on what you spend on groceries per month and give that amount to Cents-Ability. 
--Place a quarter in your Cents-Ability container every time you waste food, eat out, eat too much,     
complain about not having hot water, or complain about having not enough rain or too much rain, etc. 

 --Go vegetarian or buy more thriftily for a week and donate the money saved to Cents-Ability. 
 --Remember the passing of a loved one by giving a gift to Cents-Ability or the Presbyterian Hunger 
 Program in their name.  This gift would be a way of helping to provide opportunities for new life to 
 others! 
 --Give a gift to Cents-Ability or the PHP to honor someone’s birthday, anniversary or special occasion.  
 
  much of this list provided by Ken Rogers, from a 1987 Presbytery Hunger newsletter 

Are We Consistent? 
As you know by now, BPC has been certified (for both 2015 and 2016) as an Earth Care Congregation through the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  And as you surely also know, BPC has a Creation Care Team. This team conducts an 
annual earth care audit to keep us certified, and also plans regular special projects to promote and encourage us in 
earth care, projects such s the Earth Day Fair held last April.  
 

What you may not put much thought in to is how being an Earth Care Congregation means that every member is striv-
ing to be aware of and responsible for all their actions, and is ensuring that we maintain a consistent attitude of care 
for the earth. Iin other words, we don’t merely have an Earth Care Team of committed creation care folks, we have 
entire congregation certified for commitment to caring for the Earth! 
 

To elaborate, one of the goals of becoming certified is to inspire other congregations to examine their own actions for 
an ethic of earth care, and to seek to be certified also. We hope to inspire congregations of all denominations here in 
Blacksburg, and Presbyterian churches within our Presbytery and beyond. That is why we work to widely publicize 
what we do. That is also why we really have to work on being consistent throughout our congregational life, and that 
involves every one of us.  
 

Here are few examples: If we set up recycling bins throughout the building and encourage our teachers to recycle pa-
per and encourage Head Start which uses our building to recycle food containers in the kitchen, then when we hold a 
reception in our fellowship hall to which community members are invited, if we do not take advantage of the opportuni-
ty to recycle the plastic cups we use at that reception (clearly marked recyclable), then our witness to others as an 
earth care congregation, we are not consistly committed to creation care. 
 

So what can YOU do? 
The Creation Care Team would like to provide leadership and inspiration by suggesting that you be mindful and ask 
yourself: 
 • In every action I take as a volunteer with the ministries of BPC: Is this action earth friendly? How can we  
  make it more so? (If you make an earth-friendly change, tell us so that we can document it!) 
 • Are we telling our visitors, new members and confirmands about this aspect of our congregational identity, so 
  everyone can get on board? 
 • Are we equally conscientious at home and at church of how our actions impact the earth? How can we be  
  supportive of each other in being more earth-conscious in our day-to-day lives? 
 
If you have ideas of how we can be more wholistic as an Earth Care Congregation, please let us know—we want your 
feedback! Talk to a team member—Sarah Windes,Darrell Bosch, Forrest Thye, Charlie O’Dell, Patti Giles. 

 BPC’s CENTS-ABILITY COLLECTION  Sunday, August 20, 2017 

 

Words from the  
Creation Care Team 

helping us fulfill our mission: 
to ac vely nurture our rela onship with all of crea on    By Sarah Windes 
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MALAWI UPDATE ON ENDOWMENT FUNDS AND MORE! 
 

Have you ever thought about where BPC's Endowment Funds go?  Here are some details of a  
wire soon to be sent to our Mission Partner, Dr. Ruth Shakespeare at Mulanje Mission Hospital in    

Malawi: 
 

 $2,000 from a 3 year BPC Endowment grant for solar lighting in the hospital laundry room.   
 
 $13,600 for the Hospital to use for medications and to help with new housing for long term  
 visitors working at the Mission.   $12,000 of this amount is a BPC Endowment grant, $1,500 
 was raised at the Alternative Gift Fair.  Many hospitals in Malawi have NO meds! 
 
Our partners in Malawi determine their greatest needs, let us know, and we see what we are able to 
do.  We also support 4 students at the Secondary School level, north of Mulanje.   William Susuwele and 
Wotchiwe Kalande, former members of BPC and students at VT, mentor these students.  The students 
have recently taken exams and we will see if they go on for further education or training and if we are 
able to help. 
 
BPC's Malawi Partnership is a true Partnership ministry.  Watch for more information about a new pro-
gram at the Mulanje Hospital - Sustainable Livelihoods. 
 
Thanks to all for your support!                        
The Malawi Partnership Ministry Group 
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June Session Meeting Highlights 
 •  Approved a Manna Team 3-year grant of $24,000 to assist a new program in the NRV, 
 Facilitating a Successful Transition (FAST).  The program is designed to assist newly-released 
 inmates re-integrate into society and find jobs, housing, and transportation. 
 
 •Approved an Endowment Committee recommendation to award $2,000 to Mulanje Mission 
 Hospital for purchase of a solar hot water heater.  Approved deferral of a previously approved 
 $6,000 nursing training award for the hospital because the student selected for the nursing 
 training was unable to begin August 2016 and will begin August 2017 instead. 
 
 •Approved an Endowment Committee recommendation that $13,000 be awarded to UKirk 
 Campus Ministry to fund an internship position.  Also approved a recommendation from that 
 committee that UKirk be asked to return $10,000 that they were given last year for the same 
 purpose.  An intern was not hired last year due to insufficient applications. 
 
 •Approved a motion from Membership Ministry to purchase new name tags that are designed to 
 be more user friendly.  They will have magnetic backing that will permit storage on a smaller 
 board and will allow removal of the wood panels that currently hold name tags.  

Scouting Programs at BPC 

Our Scout Troop 44 (grades 6-12) has had an active summer that included a week at sum-
mer camp, and a weekend of hiking, cycling, and canoeing at the New River Trail. The 
Scouts are finishing their Disabilities Awareness merit badge by building an Adaptive Play-
ground for our Head Start children. Eddie Baker is the Scoutmaster, and the Troop meets 

every Tuesday from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. 

Cub Pack 44 (grades 1-5) participated in the District Day Camp in Dublin, and the individual dens have 
also had monthly activities to earn the National Summertime Award pin. The Cubmaster is Jim Dickhans. 
The Dens meet during the school year on the second and fourth Tuesdays, with Pack Meetings on the 
third Thursday. 

Our Pack and Troop also represented BPC by carrying the Colors at the head of the July 4th Parade! 

We now also host Girl Scout Troop 144 (grades K-5). They also marched in the Parade for a sum-
mertime activity, and helped the Pack and Troop place flags on the graves of veterans for Memorial Day. 
Joy Goerlich is the leader, and they meet during the school year on Sunday afternoons from 
4 to 5 pm. 

For more information on joining or working with any of these programs contact Gavin Faulk-
ner gavin@rowanmountain.com. 

Cooper House is offering two (2) parking spaces for use during Virginia Tech’s six (6) home 
football games for a season fee of $175.00 each.  Cooper House is a very short walk to the sta-
dium, and the backyard lawn area can be used for pre/post game activities. Spaces are availa-
ble on a first come basis. 
For more information email Terry McClellan at admin@pcusa-vt.org. 
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Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
Tuesday, August 1  Welcome Back Catherine! 
   7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City  
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, Aug. 2 
   9:30 a.m.Caring for the Community—HCR 
Sunday, Aug. 6  
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship  ‐ with Communion 
11:30 a.m.   Fair Trade Items available– Gathering Space 
Monday, Aug. 7 
  1:30 p.m.   Staff meets—HCR 
Tuesday, Aug. 8 
   7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City 
   9:00 a.m.  Peace, Jus ce, Global Mission meets (PJGM)‐ HCR  
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, Aug. 9 
  12:30 p.m.  Peace, Jus ce, Global Mission meets—HCR 
    7:00 p.m.  Children’s Ed meets—WM 
Thursday, Aug. 10 
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community—HCR 
  7:00 p.m.   New Elder Training– WM 
Sunday, Aug. 13  
  9:00 a.m.    Sunday School Teacher Orienta on 
10:00 a.m.    Coffee Fellowship  

10:30 a.m.   Worship  
Monday, Aug. 14 
  1:30 p.m.   Staff meets—HCR 
Tuesday, Aug. 15 
    7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City  
    9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, Aug. 16 
  9:30 a.m.   Caring for the Community—HCR 
Friday, Aug. 18 
  6:00 p.m.   Faith on Tap—loca on to be determined 
Sunday, Aug. 20 BPC’s Cents Ability Collec on 
10:00 a.m.    Coffee Fellowship  

10:30 a.m.   Worship  
  7:00 p.m.   Session meets—HCR 
Monday, Aug. 21 
   1:00 p.m.  KnitWits gather– WM 
   1:30 p.m.  Staff meets—HCR 
Tuesday, Aug. 22 
    7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City  
    9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, Aug. 23 
   7:00 p.m.  Adult Choir Prac ce begins 
Thursday, Aug. 24  
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community—HCR 
Saturday, Aug. 26 
  TBD    Making the Shi  Event 
 

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 ‐  Meg Laing 
3‐   Cory Byrd, Trish Haak, Joe Ivers, Heidi Swartzwelder 
4 – Nancy Furr, Heather Polikoff 
5 ‐  Brad Howard, Lois Price  
7 – Buddy Russell  
8 – Frances Russell 
9 – Brenda Long 
10 – Malcolm Laing 
13 – Samantha Haak  
17 – Jim Rakes  
18 – Ed Spencer 
19 – Deb Call 
21 – Stewart Laing 
22 – Bob Pienkowski, Edith Stockton   
24 – Jennifer Grover, Forrest Thye 
26 – Russell Drumheller   
27 ‐  Wilmoth O’Dell, Lily Anne Rascher 
28 ‐  Natalie Rascher 
30 – Chris Bundren, Jonathan Kruckow 
31 – Rob Kincaid, Janice Woodard 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

6 – Jeffrey Anthony 
7 – David Haak, Mac McCloud, Carly Polikoff, Donna Stalcup 
9 – Thomas Tillar 
10 – Carole Jubb, Joni Pienkowski, Sandy Schlaudecker 
11 –Cat Oliver 
13‐  Jim Echols 
14 – Vincent Cilimberg  
15 – Nancy Andrews 
18 – Bill Hendricks  
19 – Kristy McCord, Jim Thompson  
21 –Larry Cowley, Stephanie Dunstan, Carole Jubb 
22 – Mark Rakes 
23 – Allen Bame, Abbie Knobl, Vivian Bell Lawrence 
25 –Eric Mesmer 
26 ‐ Julie Gerard, Martha Thomas, Bri any Stewart 
27 – Carolyn Canada, Charles Pritz 
29 – Michael Harvey, Eleanor Lau, Mike McGilliard  
30 –Bill Foy 

Sunday, Aug. 27 
   9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for all ages!  
 10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
  10:30 a.m.  Worship  
Monday, Aug. 28 
  1:30 p.m.   Staff meets—HCR 
Tuesday, Aug. 29 
   7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City 
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, Aug. 30 
   7:00 p.m.  Caring for the Community—HCR 
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BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Happening this month at BPC 
 
 
 
 

August 9 
PJGM meets at 12:30 p.m. –HCR 

 

August 10 
New Elder Training at 7:00 p.m. in  

Westminster Hall 
 

August 20—Cents-Ability Collection 
Rally Day—9:00 a.m. 

Session meets at 7:00 p.m. 
 

August 26 
Making the Shift Event 

 

August 27 
1st Day of Sunday School—9:00 a.m. 

 

August 28 
KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m.—WM 

 


