
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

JULY 2, 2017 
THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 

“Although nations may serve God’s purposes in history, the church which identifies the 
sovereignty of any one nation or any one way of life with the cause of God denies the Lord-
ship of Christ and betrays its calling.” – The PCUSA Confession of 1967 

 
      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS             
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 

 
PRELUDE Holy, Holy, Holy  Leon Roberts 
 You may follow along at Hymn No. 556. We will sing this hymn during the communion liturgy. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Marilyn Hutchins 
 In the midst of a world where people hunger and thirst . . .  
  Come worship a God who feeds the hungry. 
 In the midst of a world where people are abused and oppressed . . .  
 Come worship a God who calls for compassion and justice. 
 In the midst of a world filled with wars and rumors of war . . .  
  Come worship a God who desires nothing less than peace for the world. 
 In the midst of a world of spiritual emptiness . . . 

Come worship a God who gives life meaning. 
Come, let us worship the Lord, whose grace and love know no end! 
 

 HYMN No. 762 When the Poor Ones EL CAMINO  
 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH     
Ever-hospitable God, we long for a world in which your radical welcome leads us 
deeper into community with one another. When the challenges seem too many, re-
mind us of your resurrection power. When the task seems overwhelming, remind us 
of the miracle of love. During this time of worship, renew our hope and rekindle our 
spirits. Surprise us with a glimpse of divine possibility. May your grace find a way 
when it seems there is no way, and may we be open enough to receive such unex-
pected mercies. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION    

  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                          

God of all peoples, Lord of all nations, we confess that we have failed to live as citizens 
of your beloved community. In a world plagued by violence and war, in a country 
fraught with partisanship and conflict, in a Church divided against itself, we long for 
the reconciliation and healing that only You can bring. Inspire us with a vision of your 
kingdom in which enemies join hands, justice is restored, and peace rules in our 
hearts. Open our ears to hear across all divisions, our eyes to see beyond our preju-
dices, and our hearts to hold and heal the pain that we so often inflict upon one an-
other. By your Spirit, draw us back into community with each other, that we may 
walk in love as Christ has loved us, for it is in his name that we pray. … (A time of si-
lent confession follows.) In Your mercy, Lord, hear our prayers. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 Hear the Good News! The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting!  
  In Christ, we are forgiven and restored to right standing with God and one another.  

Through the Spirit at work within us, we’re empowered to find new wellsprings of compas-
sion and understanding, reconciliation and peace.  

Thanks be to God for these gifts of grace! 
 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 328 (Sung Twice)    
 Praise God, All You Nations DA N′ ASE 
 

   Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise! 
 Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise: 
 God’s love is great and endures forever. 
 Praise God, all you nations. People of God, sing praise! 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 



 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs for nurture and care.) 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 22:1--14   
 
ANTHEM A Cup of Cold Water Philip P. Bliss 
 Summer Choir 
 

And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones 
a cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, 
Verily, Verily, I say unto you, they shall in no wise, they shall in no wise lose their reward. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 10:40-42  
 
SERMON “Unexpected Mercies”   Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

HYMN No. 339 Lift Every Voice and Sing LIFT EVERY VOICE
    
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
OFFERTORY  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life Frank Mason North 
 Summer Choir 
 

 Text may be found at Hymn No. 343. 
 

 

DOXOLOGY No. 582                    GLORY TO GOD 
  Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
  And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
  And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 
 

  World without end, without end. Amen. 
  World without end, without end. Amen. 
  World without end, without end. Amen. 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                            
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

All are welcome at Christ’s table.  Use the center aisle to reach a station, take a piece of bread and 
dip it in the cup. Return to your seat by the side aisle.  Gluten, dairy and egg-free bread and indi-
vidual cups are available at the center station in front.  If you need to remain seated, the elements 
will be brought to you.   
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE   
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Blessed are you, ever-creating God. All your works, the height and the depth, echo the silent 
music of your praise. . . You gave us breath and speech, that all the living might find a voice 
to sing your praise and to celebrate the creation that You call good. So now, we lift our 
hearts in joyful adoration, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with the faithful of 
every time and place, whose song forever rings out to the glory of your name: 

 

 HYMN No. 556  Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
 

Music © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-701634 
 
  

Ever holy God, how wonderful are your works! . . . . Gracious God, the mystery of faith is 
greater than our words can proclaim. Our hearts know its melody even as our minds struggle 
to comprehend its truth. By your grace we find our place in your story, our voice in your 
eternal song: 

 

  
 



HYMN No. 557                             Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen  
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Eternal God, let your Holy Spirit move in power over us . . . . Through Christ, with Christ, in 
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
      SHARING OF BREAD AND CUP 
              MUSIC DURING COMMUNION       
 PRAYER AFTER SUPPER            

God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life. May this food 
strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 765 May the God of Hope Go with Us                          ARGENTINA 
   

 BENEDICTION 
 

 POSTLUDE  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
JULY 2, 2017 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
We are grateful for our guest preacher, Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter. Emily is a Hospice Chaplain 
at Montgomery Hospice and a parish associate at New York Ave. Presbyterian in DC.  We are also 
grateful for Jama Hayes who is our liturgist today and all her gifts that she shares with our congrega-
tion! 
 
Scripture for Next Sunday, July 9: Galatians 6:1-10; Luke 10:1-11 
 

Art in Westminster Hall Featuring: “Photographic Views: Light and Gold- Hans Stahl; and         
Humanity of the Moment- Davis Mesmer”. 
 

Words on Creation Care: A society in which consumption has to be artificially stimulated in order to 
keep production going is a society founded on trash and waste, and such a society is a house built upon 
sand.  --Dorothy Sayer (1893-1957) 
 

The B & B group (Bible and Breakfast)  
The Summer Tuesday morning Bible Study Group will have summer school / breakfast meet-
ings at Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 a.m. We 

will be drinking coffee, eating breakfast, sharing life stories, and discussing our thoughts on the Bible 
texts as listed in the lectionary. We are quite informal and would love you to join us. For more infor-
mation contact:  Scott or Melanie Smith at Scott- 808-3779/ scottsmith4u@gmail..com; Melanie- 808-
8337/ melscofam@gmail.com. 

Volunteers Needed! 
Ushers and Coffee Hosts 

Summertime is difficult to get volunteers to help during worship. Coffee Hosts: If you can help make 
coffee on Sunday mornings (Coffee Fellowship is from 10:00-
10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings) please  
contact Peggy Kincaid at fellowship@blacksburgpres.org  
or (540) 808-6154.  

 

Ushers are also needed every Sunday. Four people are       
required to make this opportunity to serve go smoothly.  
It is a great way for your family to be a part of worship  

at BPC! Single folks too! Contact Rob Kincaid at 
rbk0831@gmail.com or the church office at 552-2504. 

 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Brian Smith    
Elder of the Week:   Today: Brent Opell Mon-Sunday: Susan Bailey  
Ushers:   Mike and Jan McGilliard and Rachael and Chris Byron 
Counters: Mike McGilliard and Bob Hendricks 
Coffee Hosts: John and Diane Wilson  Volunteers needed- Please see Peggy Kincaid  
    if you can help! 

We can’t do it without you! 



 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 July 2  Summer Choir practice at 9:45 a.m. – Choir Room 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship with communion at 10:30 a.m. – Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter, preaching 
    Fair Trade Items available after worship in Gathering Space 
  

 July 4  Church Office closed in observance of Independence Day  
 

 July 9  No Summer Choir today 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Rev. Andy King, preaching 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 July 10 Memorial Service for Woody Leach at 2:00 p.m. with reception to follow 
 July 11 Bible & Breakfast Group (Summer Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study)  
        at 7:30 a.m. – at Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd.- All are welcome!  
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 July 15 Memorial Service for Renie Newman at 10:00 a.m. Rev. Andrew Taylor-Troutman, 
     officiating, with reception with the family to follow- FH 
 July 16  No Summer Choir today 
    BPC’s Cents Ability Collection 
 July 24 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
 July 25 New Elder Training at 7:00 p.m. 
 July 28 Faith on Tap 6:00-8:00 p.m. location to be determined 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing a New Song Summer Singing: Our Summer Choir is open to all, young and old(er), who 
enjoy singing. This includes children. I will have age-appropriate ways for all to participate. 
Each Sunday from June 11 through August 20, except July 9 & 16 and August 13, we will meet 
in the upstairs rehearsal room at 9:45 to practice a song and offer it as the anthem during wor-
ship. No special talent required, and no commitment is necessary—come once, twice, every 
fourth Sunday in odd numbered months, or whenever! A weekly email will be sent to all potential 
singers, with information about the upcoming Sunday and a reminder of practice time and place.  
 
To be added to the email list, write your name and email address below and place it in the  
offering plate, or email Jeffrey at jeffrey@blacksburgpres.org. 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: ______________________________________________ 
 
 

 
2017 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services.    Flowers 
often are given in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  If you would 
like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2017, please complete this form and 
put it in the offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  
Options for sponsoring the Celebration Flowers: 
1.) Best Wishes will bill you directly for your arrangements, which will cost $50. (Special floral requests 

may incur an additional charge.)  
2.)  2.) Or you may wish to have the flower committee make an arrangement for you for the same price.   
3.) Another alternative, you may sponsor the use of BPC’s peace lilies in worship and donate the cost 

of an arrangement to a church program or charity of your choice. 
 

 
  
Choice of dates: First : _____________________  Second:_____________   Third:________________  

(Please indicate optional choices  
in case your first choice is no longer available.) 

 
Sponsor’s Name:______________________________ Phone: ___________________________________ 
 
 Address to be billed by florist: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Phone: ______________________________   Email: __________________________________________     
 
Flower/color preferences: _________________________________________________________________ 
(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  
TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ____________________________________________ 
 
______in loving memory of ________________________________________________________________ 
 
______ in honor of _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______ other ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
After church (please check one:   
_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home  ___             Deliver to shut-in(s)names)________ 

July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
  6    8    31 
16      15     

    Summer  


