
 History shows us that every 500 years the church  
goes through a great change. 1000 years ago, we had The 
Great Schism and 500 years ago, we went through the Great 
Reformation. We are literally in the midst of the next great 
transition of the church! With change comes a revolving door 
of emotions ranging from grief to excitement. We have the 
opportunity to shape the future of the church.  
 Out of the recommendation of the Ministry Architect 
report on BPC, the equipping team was formed with one of 
our objectives being to determine how to best assist our 
church family in moving through this transition. The team 
consists of Elva Miller, Jack Call, Scott Smith, Heather Poli-
koff, and me. In the team’s research, we came across the 
work of Mark Tidsworth, who recognizes the challenge of 
doing church through a modern paradigm while existing in a 
post-modern world.  
 Mark created the Development Response Continuum 
(see image below) as a place to start in understanding where 
we are in accepting and embracing the transition of the 
church with the goal to move toward Proactive Adaptation. 
Most of the points on the continuum are self-explanatory but 
there is a brief description of the final four below the image.  

Letting Go – Here we are moving towards adaptive change. 
This step can include a mix of emotions: Relief from the pres-
sure congregational members felt, unsettled, identifying that 
something is changing and they are in a transition zone, and 
grief in the loss of how things were done.  
Purpose Seeking – Churches are open to engaging the ques-
tion, what is the purpose/mission of the church? They experi-
ence a kind of conversion or reformation of their new freedom 
in their faith expression.  
Holy Experimenting – Involves not only giving ourselves per-
mission to experiment, but actively encouraging and pursuing 
disciple development or missional experimentation. They be-
lieve following the Holy Spirit involves pushing beyond them-
selves and their comfort zones, discovering new expressions of 
faith life. 
Proactive Adaptation – Churches engaged in proactive adap-
tation have let go of their efforts at returning to church-as-we-
have-known-it. They are actively engaged in the world around 
them, allowing this to shape how they structure church.  
 
As you read the points on the continuum, where would you 
place yourself? Where would you place our church family? As 
we begin small groups in the fall the priority of those groups 
will be to connect with each other. But we also hope to help 
you ponder and process questions like these. If you would like 
to dig further into this material, Mark’s book, SHIFT: Three 
Big Moves for the 21st Century Church, is available for pur-
chase or to borrow in the church office. More information 
about the small groups can be found at the Welcome Window 
in the Gathering Space. My prayer for our church family is 
that we will embrace the change ahead of us through the work 
of the Holy Spirit.  

 
Kendra Jo Crabtree 
Director of Communications and Church Life 
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Prayer Concerns 
Trusting in God’s presence, grace, healing, and care, 
we also pray for many people…  
 

...for the Newman family following Renie’s passing. A Memorial service for 
Renie will be held at BPC on Saturday, July 15 at 10:00 a.m. with Rev. 
Andrew Taylor-Troutman officiating; 
 

...for Jeff Call as he undergoes medical tests; 

...for Bob Thomas who broke his wrist; 

...for Richard Turner who is recovering from surgery; 

...for Martha Thomas who had knee replacement surgery; 

...for Billy Evans and his family, whose father Bill passed away; 

...for Sarah Rogers who is in hospice care; 

...for J.B. Jones’ family following his passing; 

...for Bill Henika whose brother passed away; 

...for Bob Stuart who fell and fractured his leg; 

...for Karen Watson as she continues to heal; 

...for the Koball family following the passing of Walter; 

...for Juan Espinoza’s father who is dealing with health concerns; 

...for Rosalyn Lester and her family following the passing of her husband 
 Ned; 
...for Nancy Alexander whose brother-in-law, Charley, passed away; 
...for Sandy Schlaudecker whose father, Perry Power, passed away; 
...for Doug, a great friend of Elva Miller’s daughter Andrea; 
...for Judy Davis’ friend Janice Bowers who had a stroke; 
...for Nancy Ann Williams who is dealing with health concerns; 
...for missionaries who serve God's people amid dangerous times;  
...for Sherry and Randy Ingham's 2-year-old granddaughter,  
           Emily Schroepfer,  who was diagnosed with Leukemia and is  
           Undergoing chemotherapy; 
 
 

Continue to be in prayer for  Ted Ake, Sally Alderson and the     
Hendricks’ family, the Shoulders family, the Amos family, the Blanton 
family, George Lough, Keirsten Deater-Deckard, Linda Smith, Margaret 
Dawson, Edith Stockton, Rosa Linkous, Sandy Schlaudecker, Bob and   
Donna Stalcup, Mark Rakes, Gary Dingus, David Doherty, Anne Grover, 
Don MacKinder, Joann Boles, Eleanor Lau, Joan Munford, Kathleen 
Wampler, Carolyn White. 

Newsletter deadlines! 
We look forward to your items  for the newsle er. Please have all items  
submi ed to Sherry by July 17, 2017. Items may be submi ed by email to: 
sherry@blacksburgpres.org. 
 

Newsle er Schedule:  
August 1, 2017 (deadline July  17, 2017) 

September  1, 2017 (deadline August 16, 2017) 
 

Don’t forget our newsle er is available on  
our website! Check it out! www.blacksburgpres.org 

 

  Fair Trade Coffee and items will be 
available on the  first Sunday of each 

month following    
worship in the  

Gathering Space.   
Items will be available  

July 2nd  
 
Help us to support small farmers with  

Fair Trade items. 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE AVAILABLE AT BPC 
Sunday, July 2, 2017  
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FAITH ON TAP   

 

Faith on Tap is scheduled for   
Friday, July 28 

 from  
6:00‐8:00 p.m. –Location TBD 

So, save the date for another opportunity 
for young folks to get together in a      

relaxed, fun atmosphere! 
 
 

 

Volunteers Needed! 
Ushers and Coffee Hosts 

Summertime is difficult to get volunteers to 
help during worship. Coffee Hosts: If you  

can help make coffee on Sunday mornings. 
 Coffee Fellowship is from  

10:00-10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  
 

Please contact Peggy Kincaid at or  
(540) 808-6154 or 

fellowship@blacksburgpres.org. 
 
Ushers are also needed every Sunday.  
Four people are required to make this      
opportunity to serve go smoothly.  
It is a great way for your family to be  
part of worship at BPC! Single folks too!  
 

Contact Rob Kincaid at rbk0831@gmail.com 
 or the church office at 552-2504. 

 

Please do your part by being involved at 
church. It’s who we are! 

 

“The purpose of our lives  
is to give birth to the best which is within us.”                 
                                                                  Marianne Williamson 
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CEDEPCA's Julia Esquivel Library  
Celebrates World Book and Copyright Day! 
By Neli Miranda  
 
Translator's note: Having access to free books at a library in Guatemala is rare. The 
few public libraries often do not allow books to be removed from the building, and 
most schools do not have libraries where students can borrow books to enjoy. In addition, the 
cost of books at bookstores is often at least twice as much as what we see in bookstores in the 
United States. Having access to books and encouraging reading for pleasure is to be celebrated 
even more so in this context!  DONATE NOW to the Walk to Emmaus Library by designating 
"Library Books" on the donate page. It will be greatly appreciated.   

  
In 1995, UNESCO designated April 23 as "World 
Book and Copyright Day." The annual celebra-
tion commemorates the death of two of litera-
ture's greatest authors: Miguel de Cervantes and 
William Shakespeare. April also marks the 
deaths of Simon de Beauvior, Sor Juan Inés de 
La Cruz, and two great Latin American authors, 
Eduardo Galeano and Gabriel García Márquez.  
  
The Julia Esquivel Library, an integral part of the 
Road to Emmaus Seminary   at CEDEPCA, has 
built a tradition around this celebration. Our li-
brary is honored to carry the name of the great 
writer and poet Julia Esquivel, a Guatemalan    
woman committed to justice and peace in Guate-
mala and in the world.  
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Box Tops for Education For Menaul School 
BPC will begin collecting BOX Tops for Educa-
tion for Menaul School, Albuquerque, NM.  A 
marked collection box will be in the window fac-
ing the front of the church to receive these box 
tops. Each is worth 10 cents toward supplies for 
education, chosen by the school.  
 
Menaul is one of the 3 racial ethnic schools of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) and is supported 
in part by the Christmas Joy Offering. People 
from all over the country send in these box tops 
and the school receives several thousands of 
dollars twice a year for wanted supplies. Elva 
Miller, who served as a volunteer at the school 
from January 6—April 6  will be happy to answer 
any questions. (540-951-8407) 

Sing a New Song Summer Singing: Our Summer Choir 
is open to all, young and old(er), who enjoy singing. This 
includes children. I will have age-appropriate ways for all 
to participate. Each Sunday from June 11 through August 
20, except July 9 & 16 and August 13, we will meet in the 
upstairs rehearsal room at 9:45 to practice a song and 
offer it as the anthem during worship. No special talent 
required, and no commitment is necessary—come once, 
twice, every fourth Sunday in odd numbered months, or 
whenever! A weekly email will be sent to all potential sing-
ers, with information about the upcoming Sunday and a 
reminder of practice time and place.  
 
To be added to the email list, email your name and email 
address to Jeffrey at jeffrey@blacksburgpres.org. 

          Summer  



Consider that Cents-Ability money should come from money we save from buying less food or eating 
less expensively.   
 
Compare your food spending costs with what the U.S. Department of Agriculture figures families 
across America need to spend for food each week. For example, a family of two adults between 19-
50 years spends $88.90 per month on a thrifty food plan, $113.80 on a low-cost plan, $141.40 on a 
moderate-cost plan and $177.10 on a liberal plan.  A family of two adults over 50 will spend a bit less 
than that.  A family of four with two elementary school-age children spends $148.60, $195.40, 
$243.80, and $253.40.  This plan assumes that all food is eaten or prepared at home, and is well-
balanced based on 2005 Dietary Guidelines and 2005 MyPyramid food intake recommenda-

tions.  These costs are updated with current dollars for May 2017. The amount spent for food in each type of plan is af-
fected by cost, by the specific foods chosen, and by the quantities of food. See https://www.cnpp.usda.gov/sites/default/
files/CostofFoodMay2017.pdf for more information. 
 
What could you and/or your family do to lower your food costs in order to have more for Cents-Ability? 

As I sit here writing this in mid-June I wonder if you have noticed what’s blooming in our Creation Care Garden lately?   
This is the garden between the parking lot and the church building, behind and to the right of the basketball goal.   
 
Our common milkweed (where the “Butterfly Habitat” signs are) has multiplied and is heavily budded; it will be bloom-
ing in a few weeks. Our swamp milkweed is also budded; there are 2 plants, one of which has gotten a slow 
start.  Swamp milkweed blooms are darker pink than common milkweed and face upright, in contrast to the balls of 
nodding blooms on the common milkweed. In July, we should begin to look for monarch caterpillars, distinguished by 
their black and yellow stripes.  They are the only caterpillars that feed on milkweed; our plants should be able to feed 
a lot of them this year!    
 
The butterflyweed, another, smaller, milkweed is showing its orange blooms, as is the bright red bee balm.  Soon the  
coneflowers will bloom, with their daisy-like flowers; some are purple, and there are a few other colors.  The coneflow-
ers have seeded new ones this year, so they must like our garden location.  The mountain mint will soon be blooming 
as well; it has a non-descript bloom, but the insects love it. 
 
Walk over to the garden when you come from or return to your car in the parking lot.  Watch for butterflies, bees and 
beetles drinking nectar from and pollinating our flowers.  Enjoy the colors and listen for the hum that happy insects 
make when they are flying among flowers.  Walk in to the garden, while watching your step, and use all your senses 
to experience what’s there!  You may even hear songs of some of the birds that feed on the insects in our garden, and 
may later this fall feed on the seeds.   
 
A garden guide and a garden map are available in the gathering space, on the window ledge, or in the brochure hold-
er  
near the upstairs water fountain.  If you borrow a garden guide, be sure to put it back.  We are hoping to soon have a 
kiosk outside to hold them.  
 
Once you have started in that garden, take a walk around the entire building, noticing the trees and other flowers, lis-
tening for the birds. The sacred space of Blacksburg Presbyterian extends outside, onto the grounds, and this is the 
greenest time of year!   

 
BPC’s CENTS-ABILITY COLLECTION  Sunday, July 16, 2017 

 

Words from the  
Creation Care Team 

helping us fulfill our mission: 
to ac vely nurture our rela onship with all of crea on    By Sarah Windes 
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Check our website for the most up to date calendar 
Sunday, July 2   
 10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship w/ Communion‐Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter 
 11:30 a.m.  Fair Trade Items available following worship 
Tuesday, July 4—Church Office Closed  
Sunday, July 9  
10:00 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 
10:30 a.m.   Worship  ‐ Rev. Andy King, guest preacher 
Tuesday, July 11 
   7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City  
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
11:00 a.m.   Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Thursday, July 13 
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community—HCR 
Sunday, July 16  
10:00 a.m.    Coffee Fellowship  

10:30 a.m.   Worship – Rev. Elizabeth Link, guest preacher 
      BPC’s Cents Ability Collec on 
Tuesday, July 18 
    7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City  
    9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, July 19 
  9:30 a.m.   Caring for the Community—HCR 
Sunday, July 23 
10:00 a.m.    Coffee Fellowship  

10:30 a.m.   Worship with guest preacher; Rev. Rick Geoghegan 
Monday, July 24 
   1:00 p.m.  KnitWits gather– WM 
Tuesday, July 25 
    7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City  
    9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
    7:00 p.m.  New Elder Training—WM 
Thursday, July 27   
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community—HCR 
Sunday, July 30 
  10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
  10:30 a.m.  Worship with Jeffrey Anthony,      
        Director of Music at BPC 
Tuesday, August 1– Catherine back from sabba cal 
   7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City  
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 
Wednesday, August 2   
   9:30 a.m.  Caring for the Community—HCR 
Sunday, August 6 
  10:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
  10:30 a.m.  Worship with Communion 
  11:40 a.m.  Fair Trade Items available following worship 
Monday, August 7 
   1:30 p.m.  Staff meets—HCR 
Tuesday, August 8 
   7:30 a.m.  Bible & Breakfast Group at Panera at University City  
   9:30 a.m.  Quilters gather –FH 
  11:00 a.m.  Prayer Group —Prayer Room‐All are welcome! 

—Dates to Remember— 
*-HCR—Hatcher Conference Room 

*-FH—Fellowship Hall      *WM—Westminster Hall 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

1 ‐  Meg Laing 
3‐   Cory Byrd, Trish Haak, Joe Ivers, Heidi Swartzwelder 
4 – Nancy Furr, Heather Polikoff 
5 ‐  Brad Howard, Lois Price  
7 – Buddy Russell  
8 – Frances Russell 
9 – Brenda Long 
10 – Malcolm Laing, Lorinda Straley  
12 – Les Myers 
13 – Samantha Haak  
17 – Jim Rakes  
18 – Ed Spencer 
19 – Deb Call 
21 – Stewart Laing 
22 – Bob Pienkowski, Edith Stockton   
24 – Jennifer Grover, Forrest Thye 
26 – Russell Drumheller   
27 ‐  Wilmoth O’Dell, Lily Anne Rascher 
28 ‐  Natalie Rascher 
30 – Chris Bundren, Jonathan Kruckow 
31 – Rob Kincaid, Janice Woodard 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

2 – Wya  Eschenmann 
3 –Andrew Warren 
4 – Bea Ake 
7 – Sally Greenfield,  
9 – Erika Slagel‐Perry 
10 – Lois Doherty, Laina Stewart 
12 – Nora Green, Roy Jones, Sharon Watkins 
14 – Diane Wilson 
15 – Alexandra Grieco, Dave Snyder 
16 – Mary Hendricks Jasma 
17 ‐ John Simmerman 
18 – Will Sanderson  
22 – Darrell Bosch, Rosalyn Lester  
23 – Charles Goodsell 
24 – James Harder, Delores Hendricks 
25 – Juliana Anthony 
26 – Jonathan Anderson, Alec Good 
27 – Tom Howard 
28 – Ka e Kass, Connor McFall 
29 – Natalie Green, Fred McCormick 
31 – Susan Miller, Lynn Thye  

KNITWITS Next Gathering 
July 24, 2017 ‐ 1:00‐3:00 p.m. 

In Westminster Hall. 
All are welcome! 
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Happening this month at BPC 
July 4th  

Church Office Closed 
 

July 15 
Memorial Service for Lorene Newman at 10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Andrew Taylor-Troutman, officiating 
 

July 25 
New Elder Training at 7:00 p.m. in  

Westminster Hall 

"You have to love a nation that cele-
brates its independence every July 
4th, not with a parade of guns, 
tanks, and soldiers who file by the 
White House in a show of strength 
and muscle, but with family picnics 
where kids throw Frisbees, the pota-
to salad gets iffy, and the flies die 
from happiness.  You may think you 
have overeaten, but it is patriotism."  
  -  Erma Bombeck  


