
 
OFFERTORY Unexpected and Mysterious JEANNETTE M. LINDHOLM 
 Summer Choir 
 

Unexpected and mysterious 
    is the gentle word of grace. 
Ever-loving and sustaining 
    is the peace of God’s embrace. 
If we falter in our courage 
    and we doubt what we have known, 
God is faithful to console us 
    as a mother tends her own. 
 

Of a momentary meeting 
    of eternity and time, 
Mary learned that she would carry 
    both the mortal and divine. 
Then she learned of God’s compassion, 
    of Elizabeth’s great joy, 
And she ran to greet the woman 
    who would recognize her boy. 

We have peace with God through Jesus 
    since by faith we’re justified. 
For the weak and the ungodly, 
    at the right time Jesus died. 
Not just for the good and righteous, 
    Christ died for us sinners, too. 
Unexpected and mysterious 
    is God’s love for me and you. 

 

DOXOLOGY     BEACH SPRING 
Praise the One from whom all blessings flow; text: J. S. Anthony 
  God, Creator, Father, Friend. 
Praise to Christ, all creatures here below, 
  Singing praises without end. 
Praise the Holy Spirit always; now and through eternity. 
Praise the unexpected mystery of our God as Trinity. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 463 How Firm a Foundation ADESTE FIDELES 
(Please see insert.) 

 BENEDICTION 
  
 POSTLUDE Be Thou My Vision arr. ANTHONY/ANTHONY 

 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
Proclaiming God’s Word 

Growing in faith and understanding 
Welcoming all  

Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JUNE 18, 2017 

 
THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 

“Some things are so unexpected that no one is prepared for them.”          ~ Leo Rosten   
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. 

If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Kendra Crabtree         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE This Is My Father’s World TERRA BEATA 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Psalm 96:1-2    
 O sing to the Lord a new song; 
  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 Sing, and give praise to God’s name; 
  tell the glad news of salvation from day to day. 

 



 HYMN No. 196               All Glory, Laud, and Honor  VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 
 (Please see insert.) 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires, known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you  
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Holy and merciful God, 
in your presence we confess 
our sinfulness, our shortcoming, 
and our offenses against you. 
You alone know how often we have sinned 
in wandering from your ways, 
in wasting your gifts, 
in forgetting your love. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord,  
for we are ashamed and sorry 
for all we have done do displease you. 
Forgive our sins, 
and help us to live in your light, 
and walk in your ways, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
(A time of silent confession follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayers.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  Hear the good news! 
  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
  that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
       He himself bore our sins 
   in his body on the cross, 
   that we might be dead to sin, 
   and alive to all that is good. 
  In the name of Jesus Christ,  
   we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

 SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
Our Lord Jesus said: 

You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 
 
ANTHEM Sometimes a Light Surprises WILLIAM COWPER 

Summer Choir 
 

Text may be found at Hymn No. 800. 
 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 5:1-8  
 
SERMON   Surprise!             Jeffrey Anthony 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

HYMN No. 215 What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE 
(Please see insert.) 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace.) 
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
JUNE 18, 2017 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
We are grateful for our multi-talented Music Director, Jeffrey Anthony who is our guest preacher 
today and all his gifts that enrich our worship experience and lives. We are also grateful for Ken-
dra Crabtree and all her gifts she shares with our congregation! 
 
THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS in worship today are given by Jen and Ryan Stewart in honor 
of their 12th wedding anniversary. 
 

Scripture for Next Sunday, June 25: Jeremiah 31:1-9; Acts 4:32-37 
 

Art in Westminster Hall Featuring: “Photographic Views: Light and Gold- Hans Stahl; and         
Humanity of the Moment- Davis Mesmer”. 
 
All are invited to come hear Elva Miller’s talk on her experience at Menaul School in New Mexico 
today after worship in Hatcher Conference Room. Elva promises this will be brief but enriching! 
 

BPC’s Cents-Ability Collection is today. In the U.S., 12 million children live in households where 
people have to skip meals or eat less to make ends meet. That means one in ten households are living 
with or at risk of hunger. Please place your contributions in the small manila envelopes to help wipe out 
hunger.  
 
Words on Creation Care: Hang dry.  Get a clothesline or rack to dry your clothes by the air.  Your 
wardrobe will maintain color, fit and you’ll save money.  Your favorite t-shirt will last longer, too. 
 

The B & B group (Bible and Breakfast)  
The Summer Tuesday morning Bible Study Group will have summer school / breakfast meet-
ings at Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 a.m. We 

will be drinking coffee, eating breakfast, sharing life stories, and discussing our thoughts on the Bible 
texts as listed in the lectionary. We are quite informal and would love you to join us. For more infor-
mation contact:  Scott or Melanie Smith at Scott- 808-3779/ scottsmith4u@gmail..com; Melanie- 808-
8337/ melscofam@gmail.com. 

Volunteers Needed! 
Ushers and Coffee Hosts 

Summertime is difficult to get volunteers to help during worship. Coffee Hosts: If you can help make 
coffee on Sunday mornings (Coffee Fellowship is from 10:00-
10:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings) please  
contact Peggy Kincaid at fellowship@blacksburgpres.org  
or (540) 808-6154.  

 

Ushers are also needed every Sunday. Four people are       
required to make this opportunity to serve go smoothly.  
It is a great way for your family to be a part of worship  

at BPC! Single folks too! Contact Rob Kincaid at 
rbk0831@gmail.com or the church office at 552-2504. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Mike Giles    
Elder of the Week:   Today: Ami Jo  Mon-Sunday: Brent Opell 
Ushers:   John and Diane Wilson and Bob and Delores Hendricks 
Counters: David Harder and Neal Boyd 
Coffee Hosts: Ginny Pearson  Volunteers needed- Please see Peggy Kincaid  
    if you can help! 

 
 
THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
   June 18 Happy Father’s Day! 
    Summer Choir practice at 9:45 a.m. – Choir Room 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.  
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Jeffrey Anthony-Special Music/ preaching  
    Elva Miller’s talk on her experience at Menaul School in New Mexico-HCR-11:40 a.m. 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 June 19 Staff meets at 1:30 p.m. 
 June 20 Bible & Breakfast Group (Summer Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study)  
        at 7:30 a.m. – at Panera Bread, 715 University City Blvd.- All are welcome!  
    Banner Group changing banners at 9:00 a.m.-Sanctuary 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 June 21 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m.  
 June 23 Montreat Youth Conference Meeting at 1:00 p.m. –HCR 
    Faith on Tap- 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Bull and Bones Brewhaus,    
     1470 S. Main St. Blacksburg, VA 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 June 25 Reverend Carl Utley preaching at BPC 
 June 26 KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
    Montreat Youth Conference Meeting at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 June 28 Caring for the Community 
 July 2  Worship with Communion- Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter- Preaching at BPC 
    Fair Trade Items available following worship 
 July 4  Church Office Closed for July 4th Holiday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We can’t do it without you! 



 
2017 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 

  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services.    Flowers 
often are given in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  If you would 
like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the following dates in 2017, please complete this form and 
put it in the offering plate or return it to the church office.  
  
Options for sponsoring the Celebration Flowers: 
1.) Best Wishes will bill you directly for your arrangements, which will cost $50. (Special floral requests 

may incur an additional charge.)  
2.)  2.) Or you may wish to have the flower committee make an arrangement for you for the same price.   
3.) Another alternative, you may sponsor the use of BPC’s peace lilies in worship and donate the cost 

of an arrangement to a church program or charity of your choice. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
Choice of dates: First : _____________________  Second:_____________   Third:________________  

(Please indicate optional choices  
in case your first choice is no longer available.) 

 
Sponsor’s Name:______________________________ Phone: ___________________________________ 
 
 Address to be billed by florist: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Phone: ______________________________   Email: __________________________________________     
 
Flower/color preferences: _________________________________________________________________ 
(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  
TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ____________________________________________ 
 
______in loving memory of ________________________________________________________________ 
 
______ in honor of _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______ other ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
After church (please check one:   
_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home  ___             Deliver to shut-in(s)names)________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sing a New Song Summer Singing: Our Summer Choir is open to all, young and old(er), who 
enjoy singing. This includes children. I will have age-appropriate ways for all to participate. 
Each Sunday from June 11 through August 20, except July 9 & 16 and August 13, we will meet 
in the upstairs rehearsal room at 9:45 to practice a song and offer it as the anthem during wor-
ship. No special talent required, and no commitment is necessary—come once, twice, every 
fourth Sunday in odd numbered months, or whenever! A weekly email will be sent to all potential 
singers, with information about the upcoming Sunday and a reminder of practice time and place.  
 
To be added to the email list, write your name and email address below and place it in the  
offering plate, or email Jeffrey at jeffrey@blacksburgpres.org. 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: ______________________________________________ 

 

July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
2  6    8    31 
16      15     

    Summer  


