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I can’t prove it, but I have a hunch.    I can’t prove it to you today, but I have a holy hunch.  Here’s my 
hunch: if God were planning to get away for a few days of rest, a short vacation, I think that God 
would choose to go to the mountains.  Maybe even the mountains around us in Montgomery County. 

Many people come to the mountains, these mountains are known for their fresh air and 
tranquility.  We sang “I love the Mountains” God loves the mountains, too! God loves Brush 
Mountain, and the Appalachian Trail, and Cascade Falls, in Giles County. No doubt, God loves 
the Appalachian Mountains and the Blue Ridge Mountains. Geologists tell us that they are 
some of the oldest mountains on earth.  They were formed 480 million years ago.  God has 
been watching these mountains for 480 million years.  These mountains around us were once 
as tall as the Alps or Rocky mountains. Over millions of years, erosion has worn them down, 
God has been watching these mountains develop, proud of how they have turned out over the 
past 480 million years.  God is very familiar with these mountains, and fond of these 
mountains.  It is not impossible that if God wanted to get away for a brief rest, God might 
choose to visit these mountains. 

But there is another reason that God might come to the mountains in May.  Mountains are sacred 
places where God chooses to be present in a special way. 

You remember Moses on Mount Sinai, God made a covenant with God’s people on that mountain.    
“I’ll be your God and you will be my people.”      On Mt. Sinai, Moses received the 10 commandments 
from God.  “This is how you shall live as my people.” 

You remember, the prophet Elijah on Mount Carmel when he defeated the false prophets of Baal.         

And you recall Mt. Zion, the holy city of Jerusalem.   This was the place where God would be 
especially close to God’s people.   Pilgrims walking to Jerusalem would sing: “I lift up my eyes to the 
hills where my help does come?  My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth.  That is 
Psalm 121, our first scripture reading.    Hills and mountains are solid, enduring, like the promises of 
God.                   

“I lift up my eyes to the hills….”   Look up….. Look at the mountains and remember the enduring 
strength of your God. 

Now, some of you are already thinking ahead to the New Testament.  Mountains are sacred places 
where God chooses to be present in a special way in the New Testament as well. 

Jesus most famous teaching was the Sermon on the Mount.  

Then there was the mountain of transfiguration, when disciples were led up a mountain and Jesus 
was transfigured and mountain men, Moses and Elijah, came to encourage him as he headed for 
Jerusalem and the cross. 



Mount. Calvary:   On this mountain we find forgiveness of sin and peace with God. We see what 
wondrous love is this on a mountain where he died to set us free.  God’s love is so clearly displayed 
on Mount Calvary.   

In our 2nd. Scripture reading, Matthew 28, the gospel concludes with the risen Jesus, very much alive 
after Easter, meeting his disciples on a mountain.   From that mountain he tells them: “Go and make 
disciples.”  Go spread the news. Look out from this mountain, to distant horizon.  Go out into this 
world with my good news and my hope. 

What if God came to the mountains of Montgomery County this month, as a working vacation, an 
inspection tour?  God could walk the Appalachian Trail and appreciate the view from Kelly’s Knob,   
inspect the water falls in Jefferson National Forest.  God would surely delight in red-tail hawks, black 
bears, and in cotton tail rabbits and raccoons, and garter snakes and box turtles and the rainbow trout 
in mountain streams.  God wants to see mountain laurel bloom, and the way the pine and hardwood 
trees mix over the mountains.  And while God was on the inspection tour, God, no doubt, would be 
thinking about the proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline and how it would impact the mountains.  

God has been following the debate.  Of course, God knows the details:  a proposed natural gas 
pipeline buried underground for 300 miles from Wetzel, West Virginia to Pittsylvania County.       
Natural gas coming from hydraulic fracking area in Marcellus shale field.  For past 15 years, fracking 
has produced cheaper natural gas.  It would be very profitable to get more of it to market, probably for 
export.   Technically it is possible to bury a 42 in diameter pipeline 7 to 10 feet below the surface 
through the mountains.  It will mean blasting through bedrock through the rugged territory of the 
Appalachian mountain. 

It involves a construction right away of 150 feet for heavy equipment and a permanent right away of 
75 feet. On the permanent right of way, pesticides and herbicides will be needed to keep a 75 foot 
right away clear of vegetation.   

Advocates of the pipeline point out the jobs in construction for 2 years.  A group of corporations will 
invest $4.2 billion and anticipate a profitable venture for shareholders. They guarantee it’s safe and 
technologically possible to construct a pipeline over the steep mountains. They are concerned about 
the environment, but the most direct route of the Mountain Valley Pipeline is through Appalachian 
Mountains. Let’s go ahead, they say, start construction as soon as possible. Progress. Jobs in 
construction, a profitable venture for shareholders, of course, they will protect the environment.    
Frustrated by opposition, the say, why the delay?  Why lawsuits?  Progress calls, technology is the 
way forward.     

God who might be walking the Appalachian Trail this month takes a long view.  God developed a 
deep perspective over 480 million years. God asks how long will there be fracking?  It provides 
cheaper natural gas today, but it produces millions of gallons of toxic wastes. God who has been 
watching the Appalachians Mountains for past 480 million years takes a long view.   At what cost to 
ground water or aquifers?  God can look ahead and see permanent scars on the mountains. And 
dangers underground.  Professor Ernst Kastning, a retired Radford University professor is a 
recognized expert on Karst geology.  (Limestone terrain in our area with caves, sink holes, and 
dissolving bedrock.)  Professor Kastning  recently publish a study that concluded  that the route 
proposed for  the pipeline is too dangerous for such construction and should be considered a “no 
build zone” due to the impact on water supplies for the region and the chance of catastrophic failure 
due  to dissolving bedrock and earthquakes.  God, who is enjoying the views from the Appalachian 
Trail, might be asking: Is this pipeline necessary?  Through the most scenic, mountainous, rugged 
terrain in Montgomery County, one which threatens one of the counties most valued resources, its 



beautiful views?  So there’s heated discussions.  Pipeline opponents, frustrated by the proposed 
development, see it as unnecessary, harmful, and shortsighted.  People come to the mountains for 
fresh air and tranquility, but disagreement and conflict often meet them.  

 

In our third text, Isaiah 65, there is good news from a holy mountain.  These are provocative and 
probing words from God.  God’s prophet saw an ideal future, a world where God would create peace 
and harmony throughout creation.    

Isaiah was speaking to God‘s people when they felt as if they were stuck. They were downhearted 
because their future seemed bleak. Isaiah proclaims a vison of their future. This is what God has in 
store for you. God is planning a new future. Good news from a holy mountain. 

In opening lines of this scripture, Isaiah declared that there will be a new heaven and a new earth.     
God will create this. “Create “is the same word as in Genesis when God created the world.  God 
continues creating, continues even now. God is not finished with God’s world. God did not create a 
long time ago and then retired. God is still involved in the real world of mountain, hills, and streams.    

God seeks a world where humans flourish.  All creation flourishes.  Mountains, valleys. Cities, 
suburbs.  Rural areas.     

At the last verse, many blessings happen on God’s holy mountain. Holy Mountain refers to 
Jerusalem, also known as Mount Zion, but it also could apply to other mountains near us.  To God 
they are all holy mountains. 

There is a final image of peace on that mountain.  Where “wolf and lamb” live together.  In the 
passage wild creatures live at peace with weaker creatures.  Lions and oxen are found eating straw.    
The last line is key: “They shall not hurt or destroy on my holy mountain, says the Lord.”  (Isaiah 
65:25)   God’s holy mountain will be transformed into one of peace between creatures that once 
threatened each other. This mountain is to become God’s mountain of peace. 

Isaiah 65 gives us an image of what God desires, where God is heading. It is a guide for how we treat 
one another.  

On God’s holy mountain. God is working in creative ways for a new heaven and earth.  On God’s holy 
mountain former adversaries find new ways of living in peace. 

This is a time of deep polarization in our nation and our world. This is a time when sides are dug in. It 
is easy to dismiss those with whom we disagree.  This applies to the pipeline and many other issues.   
A sure way to abruptly end a conversation or a discussion is to label and dismiss those with whom we 
disagree. It is easy to look down on those we disagree with.  Air of condescension. Someone says:   
“You don’t see how important the economy is, and opposing the pipeline will take away jobs and hurt 
people.  We need responsible growth.”  And then on the other side : “You don’t understand how 
important our mountains and our environment are, how everything you say about caring for our 
community is jeopardized by reckless development.” “If you want to end conversations then label 
those you disagree with.  Look down on them call them as ‘tree huggers,’ or ‘tools of big business’  
‘They just don’t get it.’”  

God has a goal: As unexpected and rare as wolf and lamb living together. It happens on God’s holy 
mountain. Remember how we said mountains are often sacred places where God chooses to be 
present in a special way. God may be present for us in these mountains.  



 

The good news is: look up to the mountains.   Lift up your eyes to the hills and mountains. See from 
the ancient mountains, the long view that God endures. God’s way endures.  Seek God’s way.  Seek 
God’s way. 

The good news from the mountains is: look out from the mountains. Look out into the world. Make 
disciples, may your life and the manner of your conduct point to the grace and goodness of God.  

The mountains, these mountains around us, are filled with the presence of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


