
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. 

If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. Catherine Taylor 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 

PRELUDE BEACH SPRING arr. J. S. ANTHONY 
 Handbell Choir 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Mary Denson Moore  
In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,  

In the name of Christ, the pulse of life,  
In the name of the Spirit, the breath of life,  

We come to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,   
Reveal yourself to us in this place, and show us your face in all creation.   

Holy! Holy! Holy!  The Earth is filled with your glory. 
 

 HYMN No. 41 vv. 1-4         O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! LYONS 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH      
God, our Creator, whose glory fills all things, help us in this hour to discern your 
presence in the soil, in the fields, and on the land. We would empathize with your 
creatures who are suffering and serve you as agents for healing the land. For we pray 
in the name of Christ, who reconciles and restores all things in creation. Amen 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION [the sound of strip-mining] 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
God of all places, we remember the dry land that rose from waters in the beginning, 
the plants that emerged from the soil to cover the land with vegetation, and the rich 
diversity of animal life. We remember the gardens and the fields of our childhood 
where we played in the sand, felt close to the ground, and learned the smells of dirt 
and soil. Yet we’ve treated this garden planet as a place to be ruled for our gain. We 
have killed fertile soils with chemicals, turned fertile fields into lifeless plains, and 
cleared rich lands of wildlife. Forgive us.  … (A time of silent confession follows.)  In 
your mercy, Lord, hear our prayers.  Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Christ hears our confession from the tomb of our wrongs;    

He forgives our sins against the land.    
Christ calls us now to open our ears and hearts    

To protect rather than to destroy.    
In Christ we know Earth as our home.  

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
 
GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 41 V. 5   O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! LYONS 
 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
 In you do we trust, nor find you to fail.  
 Your mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
 Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

   And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Genesis 2:4b-9, 15 
  Mark 4:26-29   
 

ANTHEM Africa  BILLINGS/WATTS 
 Grace Notes 
 

Now shall my inward joys arise, 
And burst into a Song; 
Almighty Love inspires my Heart, 
And Pleasure tunes my Tongue. 

 

God on his thirsty Sion-Hill 
Some Mercy-Drops has thrown, 
And solemn Oaths have bound his Love 
To show'r Salvation down. 

Why do we then indulge our Fears, 
Suspicions and Complaints? 
Is he a God, and shall his Grace 
Grow weary of his saints? 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Leviticus 25:1-7, 18-19, 23-24  
 
SERMON “Yours, Mine, Ours”             Dr. Catherine Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN The Earth Belongs to God Alone ST. FLAVIAN 
 Please see insert. 
 

CONFIRMATION  
    Jonathan Anthony, Jesse Parson, Zach Swartzwelder, Frank Thompson, and Joey Zobel 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 
OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
OFFERTORY Streams of Living Praise DALGLISH/WATTS 
 Grace Notes 
 

Blessed be the force that pulls,  
The poetry of my days.  
May I become the means,  the meaning flows,  
In streams of living praise. 
 

Now shall my inward joys arise,  
And burst into a song! 
Almighty love inspires my heart,  
And pleasure tunes my tongue.  

Ship of souls adrift at night,  
And stars that are holding course, 
Each one a sun unseen in broad daylight,  
A universal source.  
 

The hallowed hall is empty,save  
The way that it holds the light,  
And now the song blows through like wind into  
The hungry ears of night. 

 

DOXOLOGY  ITALIAN HYMN 
God of the fertile fields,  
Shaper of earth that yields  
Our daily bread:  
Forth from your bounteous hand  
Come gifts your love has planned, 
That all in every land  
Be clothed and fed. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 713 Touch the Earth Lightly TENDERNESS 
  

BENEDICTION   
 

 POSTLUDE The Earth Belongs to God Alone ST. FLAVIAN 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 

-Psalm 96:12 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

SEASON OF CREATION-LAND 
APRIL 30, 2017 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“i thank You God for most this amazing day: for leaping greenly spirits of trees and a blue true 
dream of sky; and for everything which is natural which is infinite which is yes.”  

 - e. e. cummings, poet 1894-1962 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ways to Save Soil and Land:   
Sources: Conserve Energy Future, Love to Know, WikiHow, Your Article Library 
 
Land and soil are degraded or lost due to: 
Loss of natural fertility, less vegetation cover, compaction or other changes in soil charac-
teristics, pollution, climate changes, erosion, urbanization and industrialization. Here are 
some ways to combat these effects. 
 

 
•  Plant a rain garden or use a rain barrel to         
      harvest rainwater. 
•    Support wetland restoration. 
 Reduce impervious surfaces so rainwater slows 

down. 
 Protect forests and plant trees.  
 Plant grasses, shrubs or greenery to secure  

topsoil 
 Rotate crops. 
 Mulch to conserve soil moisture. 
 Add earthworms to damaged soil. 
 Make and use compost. 
 Make terraces when you plant on slopes. 

 
•  Limit soil compacting. Create dedicated   
     paths in your garden. 
•  Limit/eliminate non‐organic fertilizers (test  
     your soil). 
•   Limit/eliminate lawn chemicals (aerate, don’t  
     mow too short, and befriend the weeds). 
•   Don’t spill or dump motor oil or any chemicals   
      on the ground. Use drip trays and spill‐proof   
      containers. 
•   Maintain oil storage tanks and septic and  
     sewer lines, so they don’t leak. 
•   Support planned development. 
•   Enjoy and help protect parks! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
APRIL 30, 2017 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
We give thanks for Mary Denson Moore who is our liturgist today.  
 
We are thankful today for Grace Notes, Jama Hayes, Mary Harder, Suzanne Sanford, for their 
beautiful voices lifted to God in worship. Today we celebrate Isaac Watts, the "Father of English 
Hymnody" with two very different settings of his inspiring text first published in 1707 in his Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs. The text was used by William Billings, the first American choral composer, in his circa 
1770 song titled "Africa," and included as a refrain by Malcolm Dalglish in his 2007 composition 
"Streams of Living Praise." 
 

Today we celebrate our 2017 Confirmands: Jonathan Anthony, Jesse Parson, Zach Swartzwelder, 
Frank Thompson, and Joey Zobel.  
 
THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS in worship today are given by Edith Stockton, Glenn Stockton, 
Diane Allen, Sandra Easter and Carol Mackinder in loving memory of Edgar G. Stockton whose 
birthday was April 26. 
 
MOTHER'S DAY ALTERNATIVE GIFT GIVING OPPORTUNITY  
Today, as well as next Sunday, stop by the display in the Gathering Space both before and after wor-
ship.  Presbyterian Women will provide special Mother's Day cards in exchange for any contribution to 
Healthy Women Healthy Families.  The Mother's Day Project has been cosponsored by World Mis-
sion and PW since 2001.  In that time, thousands of people have made donations and then sent cards to 
their mothers and/or other women who have been significant in their lives.  Donations empower women 
and protect children by supporting vital programs and services such as prenatal care, primary education, 
food security initiatives, and trauma healing.  Malawi is just one of the countries that has benefited from 
this program.  This is an opportunity to help those in need while, at the same time, honoring that special 
woman on Mother's Day.   
 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ADULT EDUCATION SERIES 
Sunday school class, March 19 - May 21, 2017 

Inspired from the class studying the book, Faithful Resistance by Rick Ufford-Chase, the next eight ses-
sions are based on social justice issues mentioned in the book. Outside speakers as well as two of our 
own members will share their expertise in areas that is probably new information for most of us.  All are 
welcome and previous class attendance is not needed. 

April 30 -- Speaker: Dolly Davis President of the Blue Ridge Transgender Alliance- 
Topic: Transgender 

May 7 -- Speaker: Dale Wimberley, Sociology Department, VA Tech- Topic: Inequality 
May 14-- Speaker: BPC Equipping Team-Topic: Next Step for BPC  
May 21—Speaker: Craig Woolsey, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering VA Tech- 

Topic: Robots and Ethics  
 
 
 



SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Brent Opell   May: John Perumpral   
Elder of the Week:   Today: Brian Smith Mon-Sunday: Andrew Warren  
Ushers:   Greg and Ann Campbell and Mike and Patti Giles 
Counters: Shalini Perumpral and Greg Campbell 
Coffee Hosts: Brian Smith      Next Week: Coffee host needed. Contact Peggy Kincaid 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 April 30 Season of Creation in Worship – Land 
    Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Joyful Noise children’s choir practice at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 May 1 Lydia Circle meets at 12:00 p.m. for End of year lunch- Sandy Schlaudecker,  
       Leader; Elva Miller and Sylvia Echols are hostesses- FH  
    Staff meets at 1:30 p.m. – HCR 
 May 2 Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 May 3 Handbell practice at 6:00 p.m. 
    Adult Choir practice at 7:00 p.m. 
 May 4 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. - HCR 
 May 7 Presbyterian Women Sunday 
    Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Joyful Noise children’s choir practice at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. – Dusty & Bob Fiedler preaching 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 May 8 Hildegard Circle meets at Judy Pospichal’s home-1485 Jefferson Forest Lane at  
    6:00 p.m. for a shared meal and bible study 
 May 9 PJGM meets at 10:45 a.m. –HCR 
 May 10 Handbell practice at 6:00 p.m. 
    Adult choir practice at 7:00 p.m. 
 May 14 Season of Creation- Mountains 
 
CREATION CARE- SEASON OF CREATION  
Again, this year, we will observe a Season of Creation in 
worship.  This year, our Season of Creation will be 3 Sundays 
in April and May.   This will be the third year of a 3-year cycle, 
similar to a lectionary-type cycle.  In year one, 2015, we con-
sidered the themes of Planet Earth, Sky/Air, and Rivers/Wa-
ter.  In year two, 2016, our themes were Rainbow Covenant, 
Forests, and Animals.   
 
This year, 2017, our themes will be: 
Sunday, April 30: Land 
Sunday, May 14: Mountains (Bob Fiedler will be preaching.) 
(Note that we will skip a week due to Presbyterian Women Sunday on May 7.) 
  

 Plan to join us for this Season! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE GATHERING SPACE 
Sign-up today! 

 
 

 
 
 

Three Year Manna Award Guidelines 
 
 
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church’s Endowment that provides awards to share Christ’s love to 
those outside our immediate congregation. The guidelines for the use of these funds to promote 
the purposes of God and the reign of Christ in the world stipulate that awards should have the 
broad involvement and support of the congregation. 
 
The Endowment Committee that oversees these funds and the Manna Team that selects award 
recipients believe that, as in 2016, a significant part of this year’s funds support new initiatives 
or early-stage projects, as opposed to providing operating funds for established programs. 
Therefore, funds have been allocated for two three-year projects, each with a total budget of 
$24,000 over the three years. 
 
Each proposal for one of these awards must be sponsored by a group of three or more congre-
gational members who will serve both as advocates for the proposal and, if the project is 
funded, keep the congregation informed about the project’s activities and contributions. 
 
Each five-page proposal should consist of: 1. A title page listing the contact information for 
both the group requesting funds and the BPC group sponsoring the proposal, 2. A three-page 
description of the project’s activities and objectives, and 3. A one-page budget that justifies   
expenditures.  The project description should address the following questions. 
 
1) What specifically would you do with the funds you are requesting for your ministry / 
agency? How will these funds make real, unique, and measureable differences in people’s 
lives? How many individuals will be helped and in what ways? For how long will these bene-
fits continue? 
 
 
2) Explain briefly how the funds requested from BPC relate to the overall budget and mission 
of your ministry / agency. What percentage of your annual budget does this request represent? 
 
 
Proposals should be sent by May 22, 2017, in PDF format to Brent Opell (bopell@vt.edu), chair 
of the Endowment Committee and Manna Team and Sherry Ingham, BPC office manager 
(sherry@blacksburgpres.org). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SABBATICAL COVERAGE 
 
Sundays  Preachers          
May 7   Bob and Dusty Fielder, former co-pastors of Covenant Presbyterian in Roanoke 

and Honorably Retired members of Peaks Presbytery. Bob will moderate the May 
and June Session Meetings.  

May 14  ”   
May 21  “     
May 28  “     
June 4   “      
June 11  “  
June 18  Jeffrey Anthony, Director of Music at BPC, will lead a special music Sunday  
June 25        Carl Utley, Interim Executive, Presbytery of the Peaks            
July 2     Emily Hunter, Hospice Chaplain, Parish Assoc., New York Avenue Pres., DC.  
July 9   Andy King, Campus Minister for Ukirk, Radford University    
July 16   Elizabeth Link , Associate Pastor Second Presbyterian Roanoke    
July 23   Rick Geoghegan, Methodist minister and Deb Call’s brother!   
July 30   Jeffrey Anthony, Director of Music at BPC, will lead a special music Sunday  
  
Weeks of          Pastors providing care 
May 1-27  Andrew Taylor-Troutman, Pastor, New Dublin Presbyterian Church 
May 28-June 3  Shirley Larson, Honorably Retired member of Peaks Presbytery 
June 4-17  Linda Dickerson, Pastor, Northside Presbyterian Church  
June 18-July 1  Shirley Larson, Honorably Retired member of Peaks Presbytery 
July 2-29    Andrew Taylor-Troutman, Pastor, New Dublin Presbyterian Church 
July 30-31  Shirley Larson, Honorably Retired member of Peaks Presbytery 
 

Routine pastoral care will be carried out by the elders and deacons. The pastors listed here are on 
call for hospitalization and funerals/memorial services, or other emergencies) 
 
Contact Information (Area Code 540 unless otherwise listed) 
 
Andrew Taylor-Troutman   taylortroutman@yahoo.com wk: 674-6147;   hm: 239-7060 
Shirley Larson    parsonlarson3@gmail.com    hm: 552-8260 
Linda Dickerson   dickerson.northside@gmail.com  wk: 552-4327; hm:381-4867 
 
 

Catherine will be back at BPC on Tuesday, August 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 HYMN The Earth Belongs to God Alone ST. FLAVIAN 
 
 

 


