
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. Catherine Taylor 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 

SEALUDE (The sound of waves on the beach.) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Jack Call  
We worship this Sunday with oceans of Earth, 

      Created by the wisdom of God. 
 We join the Psalmists and call with the sea, 
          To roar with songs of praise. 
 We sing with the oceans and celebrate  
         The wondrous creatures of the watery deep. 
 In our Creator, we rejoice 
  With all that passes along the paths of the sea. 
 

 HYMN No. 369         Blessing and Honor O QUANTA QUALIA 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH      
God, our Creator, we thank you for the waters that cover two thirds of our Earth’s 
surface. We are in awe of your creation of oceans and watery depths where a myriad 
of species live, many of which are still undiscovered. Help us to feel your vibrant pres-
ence among us in this hour as we give thanks, especially for oceans and waterways. 
Let us remember the waters of the oceans are the waters of life for all the planet. In 
the name of Christ, who reconciles and restores all things in creation. Amen. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Creator God, you loved us into being, yet we often flee our rightful place in your crea-
tion. We confess that we exploit the gifts you place around us and dominate the rich-
ness of the natural order. We confess our part in the devastation of polluted waters. 
Forgive and restore us. Remind us of other ways to live and of Earth as “home”, 
where creation reflects your goodness and each thing lives in balance with all others. 
Come and find us, set us right again, and take us home..  … (A time of silent confession 
follows.)  In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayers.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERFUL RESPONSE  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Our world, broken and scarred, still belongs to God. 
  Who holds it together and gives us hope. 
 With the whole creation we wait for the purifying fire of judgement. 
  For then we will see the Lord face to face. 
 Righteousness and peace will flourish, everything will be made new, 
  And every eye will see at last that our world belongs to God! 
 

 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 246 V. 5   Give Us Light TRURO 
 Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age, 
 Till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

   And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 

kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 104:1-9, 24-26   
 

ANTHEM Wide, Wide As the Ocean CHARLES AUSTIN MILES 
 Adult Choir  
 

Wide, wide as the ocean, 
High as the heaven above; 
Deep, deep as the deepest sea 
Is my Savior’s love. 

I, though so unworthy, 
Still am a child of His care; 
For his Word teaches me 
That his love reaches me everywhere. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Job 38:1-18 from The Message 
 

SERMON “Straight Answers”             Dr. Catherine Taylor 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 LEADER: Let us affirm our faith together. 
 

WOMEN: We believe that God creates all things, renews all things and celebrates all things. 
 

MEN: We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, 
a home for us to share with our kin. 
 

WOMEN: We believe that God became flesh and blood, became a piece of  Earth,   
 a human being called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke among us, 

suffered and died on a cross, for all human beings and for all creation. 
 

MEN: We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation reconciling all 
 things to God, renewing all creation and filling the cosmos. 

 

WOMEN: We believe the Spirit renews life in creation; groans in empathy with a suffering 
 creation, and waits with us for the rebirth of creation. 

 

ALL: We believe that with Christ we will rise      
 and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation. 

 
 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN O God, the Great Wide Seas are Yours MELITA 
O God, the great, wide seas are  yours! 
You carved the oceans’ rugged floors. 
You set the waters in their place 
And made all sea life by your grace. 
You also made humanity 
To care for earth and sky and sea. 

Forgive us when we disobey 
And fail to care for what you’ve made. 
Consuming more than what we should, 
We harm the waters you call good. 
Forgive us when we fail to be 
Good stewards of your wondrous sea. 

  
We pray for those who seek to care 
For troubled waters everywhere — 
For those who work to stop the spill 
Of all that would destroy and kill, 
For those who work with loving hands 
To tend your marshes, shores and sands. 

God, may we hear your call anew 
To care for all these gifts from you. 
May we protect the sea and shore 
By using less, conserving more, 
And humbly learning how to live 
As stewards of this world you give. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 

OFFERTORY O Risen Lord DOUGLAS E. WAGNER 
 Adult Choir 
 

O risen Lord, come break our bonds asunder; 
the battle won, the triumph now at hand. 
Lead forth with strength; raise thy banner high, 
and evermore thy love supply. 
 
O risen Lord, in splendor now advancing, 
awake our hearts from winter’s icy sleep. 
Breathe in our souls breath of new life; 
give us the vict’ry, end the strife. 

Forth in thy name, O risen Lord, we greet thee, 
with hearts uplifted, voices clear and strong. 
Joy of our souls, dawn of our days, 
renew, refresh, and bless always. 
 
O risen Lord, come break our bonds asunder; 
the battle won, the triumph now at hand. 
Lead forth with strength; raise thy banner high, 
and evermore thy love supply. 

DOXOLOGY  TRURO 
May we be wise to know the worth 

 Of clean, clear waters, sky and earth. 
 Hear now our praise, great Trinity, 
 As we return your gifts to thee. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 23 God, You Spin the Whirling Planets PLEADING SAVIOR 
  

BENEDICTION   
 

 POSTLUDE MELITA NAVY HYMN 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
let the sea roar, and all that fills it. 

-Psalm 96:11 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

SEASON OF CREATION-OCEANS 
APRIL 23, 2017 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“A drop of water on desert sands. Oh, what life the drop provokes! Hidden, microscopic it might 
be but life it is as great as any.”               - Eric Alagan, A Drop of Ocean, 2013 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. 

If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
 



ANOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
APRIL 23, 2017 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and 
be moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or 
what you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to 
explore all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
DIRECTORIES ARE HERE! Please pick up your copy today! One per family please. 
 

THE CELEBRATION FLOWERS in worship today are given by Edith Stockton, Glenn Stockton, 
Diane Allen, Sandra Easter and Carol Mackinder in loving memory of Edgar G. Stockton. 
 
Today is the last day to participate! Let's take care of kids, from top to bottoms!  Thank you to all 
who have supported the Faith Circle’s Spring Drive thus far.  The Presbyterian Women’s Faith Circle is 
leading a drive to benefit three local organizations and the children they work to support.  We have 
reached our goal for toothbrushes for Head Start (located here at BPC), but are still in need of children’s 
toothpaste.  We are continuing to ask for diapers (sizes 2-6), wipes and cream for our partners at Val-
ley Interfaith Child Care Center (VICCC) and the Baby Shop. Thanks to you, we have already reached 
our goal for pull-ups.  If you would like to offer support, but would rather not get trapped in the baby 
aisle at the local store, we would be happy to shop on your behalf.  Please write a check to BPC, memo 
line Faith Circle Spring Drive and place it in the collection plate this morning.  Every dollar counts to 
the beautiful children and families you are helping to support. For more information contact Heather 
Polikoff at 540-808-0802 or heather.polikoff@gmail.com. Thank you for helping! 
 
COMING SOON--MOTHER'S DAY ALTERNATIVE GIFT GIVING OPPORTUNITY  
On April 30 and May 7, in the Gathering Space before and after worship, Presbyterian Women will 
provide special Mother's Day cards in exchange for any contribution to Healthy Women Healthy Fam-
ilies.  The Mother's Day Project has been cosponsored by World Mission and PW since 2001.  In that 
time, thousands of people have made donations and then sent cards to their mothers and/or other women 
who have been significant in their lives.  Donations empower women and protect children by supporting 
vital programs and services such as prenatal care, primary education, food security initiatives, and 
trauma healing.  Malawi is just one of the countries that has benefited from this program.  Don't miss 
this opportunity to help those in need while, at the same time, honoring that special woman on Mother's 
Day.  
 
New River Community Action Blacksburg Head Start Preschool is currently taking applications for  
3 and 4 year olds for School year 2017-2018. Blacksburg Head Start Preschool is a no cost, family-based 
preschool program that prepares children and families for school readiness. For registration information 
call the school office at 540-552-0490 or email ajennings@nrcaa.org to enroll your 3 and/or 4 year old 
today! 
 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days -An opportunity to be more involved and educated on Social Justice 
Issues is coming up in Washington, April 21- 24, 2017. This year's topic "Confronting Chaos, Forging 
Community: Challenging Racism, Materialism and Militarism". When Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
posed the question, “Where do we go from here: Chaos or Community?” in his book of the same title 50 
years ago, no one could have imagined that we would still be wrestling with this question today. For 
more information: http://advocacydays.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/EAD-2017-Brochure-Insert_Fi-
nal_WEB_100dpi.pdf.  Join others going and contact Phyllis Albritton for more information and car-
pooling (540-552-4848). 

 
Save the Date! Dining Out for Shelter, Tuesday, April 25, 2017! Please see insert for more infor-
mation on this fun way to support To Our House!  
 

Attention Property Owners: Please help the NRV Re-Entry Council maximize existing Department of 
Correction funding to house ex-offenders. There is an urgent need for rental property to provide short 
and long term housing for 3-4 newly released homeless ex-offenders. The urgency is partially due to the 
To Our House winter sheltering season ending March 31st.  Please consider offering your property for 
rent as the first NRV Re-entry Council housing solution in this area. The Radford Parole Office will pro-
vide oversight along with supportive services from VA Cares and other partner organizations. For more 
information contact Shannon Lowery at slowery@nrcaa.org or 540-392-7819 or Melanie Smith at 
melscofam@gmail.com 
 
SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Brent Opell   
Elder of the Week:   Today: Fred Piercy Mon-Sunday: Brian Smith  
Ushers:   Marcia Wright, Zach and Heidi Swartzwelder, Susan and Sara Hunter 
Counters: Bob Hendricks and Easley Smith 
Coffee Hosts: Scott and Melanie Smith  Next Week: Coffee Hosts needed-contact 
       Peggy Kincaid if you can help! 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 April 23 Season of Creation in Worship – Oceans 
    Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Joyful Noise children’s choir practice at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
    Earth Day Fair at BPC in Fellowship Hall following worship 
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 April 24 Staff meets at 1:30 p.m. – HCR 
    KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. – WM 
    Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team meets at 3:00 p.m. - WM 
 April 25 Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
    Confirmation Meeting from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. – WM 
    Dining Out for Shelter- Times vary- see insert 
    Personnel meets at 5:00 p.m. - WM 
 April 26 Handbell practice at 6:00 p.m. 
    Adult Choir practice at 7:00 p.m. 
 April 27 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. - HCR 
 April 28 Memorial Service- for Agnes Marsh at 1:00 p.m. – Columbarium 
    Faith on Tap 6:00-8:00 p.m. at Macado’s University City Blvd., Blacksburg 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 
 



UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 April 30 Season of Creation in Worship- Land 
 May 1 Lydia Circle meets at 1:00 p.m. for End of year lunch- Sandy Schlaudecker,  
     Leader; Elva Miller and Sylvia Echols are hostesses- FH 
 May 7 Presbyterian Women Sunday 
 May 8 Hildegard Circle meets- TBD 
    Faith Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. at Cabo Fish Taco for the Annual dinner out! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CREATION CARE- SEASON OF CREATION  
Again, this year, we will observe a Season of Creation in 
worship.  This year, our Season of Creation will be 3 Sundays 
in April and May.   This will be the third year of a 3-year cycle, 
similar to a lectionary-type cycle.  In year one, 2015, we con-
sidered the themes of Planet Earth, Sky/Air, and Rivers/Wa-
ter.  In year two, 2016, our themes were Rainbow Covenant, 
Forests, and Animals.   
 
This year, 2017, our themes will be: 
Today, Sunday, April 23: Oceans 
Sunday, April 30: Land 
Sunday, May 14: Mountains (Bob Fiedler will be preaching.) 
(Note that we will skip a week due to Presbyterian Women Sunday on May 7.) 
  

 Plan to join us for this Season! 
 

BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ADULT EDUCATION SERIES 
Sunday school class, March 19 - May 21, 2017 

Inspired from the class studying the book, Faithful Resistance by Rick Ufford-Chase, the next eight 
sessions are based on social justice issues mentioned in the book. Outside speakers as well as two of 
our own members will share their expertise in areas that is probably new information for most of us.  
All are welcome and previous class attendance is not needed. 

April 23 -- Speakers: Holly Lesko and Marcia Davitt -Topic: White Privilege; Dialogue on Race 
April 30 -- Speaker: Dolly Davis President of the Blue Ridge Transgender Alliance- 

Topic: Transgender 
May 7 -- Speaker: Dale Wimberley, Sociology Department, VA Tech- Topic: Inequality 
May 14-- Speaker: BPC Equipping Team-Topic: Next Step for BPC  
May 21—Speaker: Craig Woolsey, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering VA Tech- 

Topic: Robots and Ethics  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Earth Day Fair    Sunday, April 23 
 (first Sunday of the Season of Creation) 
     after worship in the Fellowship Hall 

 making a reusable bag and/or car reminder 
 making a suet feeder for woodpeckers 
 examining why and how to compost 
 gaining knowledge on local recycling and waste disposal practices 
 determining your ecological footprint and how to reduce it 
 discovering alternatives to toxic household products 
 looking at some children’s books on earth care  
 picking up milkweed seeds to plant for monarch butterflies 
 walking through our creation care/pollinator garden 

    

Learn about how you can care for the earth by: 

Mark your calendars! Snacks and infant care provided.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Seven Ways to Help the Ocean:  Source: One World One Ocean 
 

1. Eat sustainable seafood. 
Overfishing is a global problem, and many fishing and farming methods result in habitat 
damage or large amounts of bycatch.  For suggestions on the web, go to Monterey Bay Sea-
food Watch for buying fish in restaurants, and to Marine Stewardship Council for buying 
fish in stores. 

2. Reduce your plastic use. 
50-80% of marine debris is plastic.  It breaks down, but never goes away, and does great 
harm to marine life.  Refuse single-use plastic, and recycle the plastic you use.  Volunteer 
for beach clean-ups. 

3. Reduce your energy use. 
Climate change is linked to sea level rise and ocean acidification, both of which could dras-
tically affect marine ecosystems.  Do whatever you can to limit the energy you use. 

4. Keep waterways clean. 
All waterways lead to the ocean. Marine debris usually originates on land, and pollution in 
water treatment systems, streams and rivers often eventually makes it way to the ocean.  
Dispose of all waste, especially hazardous waste, properly. 

5. Use fewer chemicals in your home and garden. 
Chemicals can find their way into water sources and eventually to the sea, moving through 
the food chain.  Purchase organic when possible. Avoid rinsing oil and residue from your 
driveway into storm drains. Reduce or eliminate toxic household products. 

6. Be considerate of marine life. 
When you visit the ocean, don’t touch corals or remove any live sea animals from their 
habitats. Don’t disturb bird, reptile or sea animal nests. Don’t buy products that exploit ma-
rine life such as corals or seashells.  Support legislative efforts to establish Marine Pro-
tected Areas. 

7. Tell your friends about these ideas. 
Spread the word! Use social media.  Recruit your friends to the cause. 
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