
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Kendra Crabtree 
God does not see as mortals see. 
We look on the outward appearance; 
God looks on the heart. 

      Jesus, Light of the World, 
 give us eyes to see as you see! 
 Once we lived in darkness, but now— 
 as children of light, we are called        
 to what is good and right and true. 
          Jesus, Light of the World,        
  give us eyes to see as you see! 
 

 HYMN No. 403         Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty UNSER HERRSCHER 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
Holy God, why is it that we look, but do not see? Bring us again and again into your 
light until your ways become visible to us, and bear fruit in us. Touch us so that we 
are utterly changed, a “before” and “after,” a “now” and “then”; that we may also 
say, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” Lord, we believe; 
help our unbelief. In Christ’s light, we pray. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Gracious God, we are people who still love darkness rather than light. We keep shame-
ful deeds secret, but flaunt our occasional acts of virtue. We see ourselves as blameless, 
but pass judgment on others. We do not stand firmly enough with those who are vul-
nerable, but step back, protecting ourselves. Forgive us, we pray. Bring us into your 
light that we may see ourselves rightly. Bring us into your light that we may know our-
selves loved. Bring us into your light that we may live more fruitful lives. Keep raising 
us, we pray, from the deadness of sin, and shine upon us with your grace. … (A time of 
silent confession follows.)  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERFUL RESPONSE No. 819 v. 2  FINLANDIA 
  Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake 
  to guide the future surely as the past. 
  Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;  
  all now mysterious shall be bright at last.  
  Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
  his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The psalmist assures us  
that God’s goodness and mercy will follow us,  
even pursue us, all the days of our life.  
As God’s forgiven people,     
receive this goodness and mercy, 
and live a new life in the grace of Jesus Christ. 
 We will live as children of the light       
 for Christ shines on us. 

 

GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 582   Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  
    GLORY TO GOD 
 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READING Ephesians 5:8-14 
  Psalm 23 
 
ANTHEM As the Deer arr. PATRICIA SANDERS COTA 
 Handbell Choir 
 

As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after thee. 
You alone are my heart’s desire and I long to worship thee. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 
SERMON “See With God’s Eyes”             Dr. Catherine Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 450 Be Thou My Vision       SLANE             
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   



 
OFFERTORY Lord, Make Me an Instrument ROBERT WETZLER 
 Adult Choir 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 
Where there is injury, let me sow pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Despair, hope; darkness, light; 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled 
as to console; 
To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved, as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
It is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. Amen. 

 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God throughout these forty days. 
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
And praise the Spirit who imparts  
God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen. 
 

       Published by The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003,  
 Nashville, TN  37203-0003. Web site http://www.umcworship.org.  Used by permission.OneLicense.net #A-7010634 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

HYMN No. 314 vv. 1, 2, 5  Longing for the Light, We Wait in Darkness CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word DIETERICH BUXTEHUDE 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
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Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 
Growing in faith and understanding 

Welcoming all  
Extending comfort and grace  
Working for justice and peace  

Nurturing creation 
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts 

 
 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 26, 2017 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“How are we to fulfill our covenant to be a holy people?”         ~Rick Ufford-Chase 

 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. 

If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  arr. KAREN LAKEY BUCKWALTER 
 Handbell Choir 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
MARCH 26, 2017 

 

Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be 
moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what 
you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore 
all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
We are thankful for our Kendra Crabtree who is our liturgist today. 
 

Words on Creation Care: A 5,000-watt solar electric array on a roof that is 80% of an ideal site in 
terms of output will offset 5,760 lbs. of CO2 per year. That correlates to the absorption capability of 
more than 100 trees! 
 
New Member Class Are you interested in joining BPC?  Please join us today, March 26 during the 
church school hour (9:00-10:00 a.m.) for an opportunity to join the church and be received by the       
Session.  Contact Jan McGilliard at 540-953-1366 or janmcgilli@gmail.com or Kendra Crabtree at    
kendra@blacksburgpres.org for more information. 
 
DIRECTORIES WILL BE HERE BY THE END OF THE MONTH. We’ll keep you posted! 
 
Art Forum with Carol Burch-Brown will be held on Sunday, April 2, following worship, to talk 
about her art and her early experiences with a church. The exhibit will be up from March 7 through the 
end of May. 
 

Come Learn about the Blacksburg Refugee Partnership! Sunday, April 9, after church in Fellow-
ship Hall. The short program will include information about the organization, and the refugees in 
Blacksburg. We take a holistic approach to refugee resettlement, walking alongside families as they 
move in to a home, find a job, begin health and wellness programs, start school, learn English, enjoy rec-
reation, and more. We will share photos of the families and stories of their lives here in Blacksburg. 
 
Let's take care of kids, from top to bottoms! For its spring project, Faith Circle is leading drives to 
benefit three local organizations and the children they work to support.  For Head Start (located here at 
BPC), we'll be collecting children's toothbrushes and children’s toothpaste.  Our goal is enough 
toothbrushes and toothpaste to support each child for a year.  Our partners at Valley Interfaith Child Care 
Center (VICCC) and the Baby Shop, meanwhile, are in need of diapers (sizes 2-6 and pull-ups), wipes, 
and cream.  Faith Circle will be collecting through Lent and donating after Easter.  Sign up in the Gath-
ering Space. For more information contact Heather Polikoff at 540-808-0802 or heather.poli-
koff@gmail.com. Thank you for helping! 
 

New River Community Action Blacksburg Head Start Preschool is currently taking applications for  
3 and 4 year olds for School year 2017-2018. Blacksburg Head Start Preschool is a No cost, family-based 
preschool program that prepares children and families for school readiness. For registration information 
call the school office at 540-552-0490 or email ajennings@nrcaa.org to enroll your 3 and/or 4 year old 
today! 
 

An opportunity to be more involved and educated on Social Justice Issues is coming up in Wash-
ington, April 21- 24, 2017 Ecumenical Advocacy Days. This year's topic "Confronting Chaos, Forging 
Community: Challenging Racism, Materialism and Militarism". When Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
posed the question, “Where do we go from here: Chaos or Community?” in his book of the same title 50 
years ago, no one could have imagined that we would still be wrestling with this question today. For 

more information: http://advocacydays.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/EAD-2017-Brochure-Insert_Fi-
nal_WEB_100dpi.pdf.  Join others going and contact Phyllis Albritton for more information and carpool-
ing (540-552-4848). 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Howard Long      
Elder of the Week:   Today: Melanie Smith Mon-Sunday: Cherry Pelt 
Ushers:   Jack and Deb Call and Jeff and Lindsay Call  
Counters: Mike McGilliard and Dorothy Domermuth 
Coffee Hosts: Amy Cowan and Brian Thorsett   Next Week: Scott and Melanie Smith 
 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Mar. 26 New Member Class at 9:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
    Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Joyful Noise Children’s Choir at 10:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m.  
    Youth Group meets at BPC 5:30-7:30 p.m. (5:00 for instrumentalists)   
     Youth Sunday Prep. 
    Girl’s Puberty Talk at 2:30 p.m.  
    Session meets at 7:00 p.m. – HCR 
 Mar. 27 Staff meets at 1:30 p.m. – HCR 
    Lilies orders/One Great Hour are due today! 
    KnitWits meet at 1:00 p.m. - WM 
    PW Coordinating Team at 3:00 p.m. - WM 
 Mar. 28 Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
    Creation Care Team meets at 4:00 p.m. - HCR 
    Confirmation Meeting -4:00 – 5:00 p.m. – WM 
 Mar. 29 Lenten Supper Series at BPC-Supper at 5:30 p.m. Worship at 6:15   
     Speaker: Linda Dickerson- “Baptism”   Scripture: Romans 6:1-14  
     Adult Choir practice at 7:15 p.m. 
 Mar. 30 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 April 1 BPC Work Day 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
    Youth Sunday Preparation 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.- Sanctuary 
    Memorial service for Dick Baker at 1:00 p.m. with reception to follow 
 April 2 Youth Sunday! Youth go out to lunch following worship. Bring money. 
    Art Forum with Carol Burch-Brown following worship 
 April 9-14 Labyrinth is available to walk during office hours-FH  
    Palm Sunday with full orchestra and choirs 
    Youth Group 5:30-7:30 p.m. at BPC Dinner & Discussion 
 April 10 Hildegard Circle meets at BPC at 6:00 p.m. –WM 
    Faith Circle meets at 7:30 p.m. at Kendra Crabtree’s house- 250 Gold Leaf Drive, 
     Christiansburg 
 April 11 Peace, Justice, Global Mission meets at 10:45 a.m. –HCR 
    Confirmation Meeting at 4:00 p.m. – WM 



  2017 CELEBRATION  FLOWER  RESERVATION 
  

Celebration flowers glorify God, and add beauty and a sense of hospitality to our worship services.    Flowers 
are often are given in memory or honor of a loved one or to celebrate a special event in our lives.  To give 
everyone a chance to participate, all Sundays, except those during Lent and Advent, are available to be 
reserved on a first requested basis.  If you would like to sponsor the celebration flowers for any of the 
following dates in 2017, please complete this form and put it in the offering plate or return it to the church 
office.   
 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
X      X      2  6        X 
    X  X             8    X 
    X       16      15    X 
    X        27      26  X 

    X  30       30          31 
  
Choice of dates:  First : _________________  Second: __________________    Third: __________________  

(Please indicate optional choices in case your first choice is no longer available.) 
 

Sponsor’s name: _________________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 
 

 Address to be billed by florist: _______________________________________________________________ 
  

Phone: ______________________________   Email: ____________________________________________     
  
Flower/color preferences: __________________________________________________________________ 
(If no preference is specified, the florist will select flowers/colors from the best available.) 
  
 
 

TO BE PRINTED IN BULLETIN:  “Flowers given by ________________________________________________ 
 
 

______in loving memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ in honor of ________________________________________________________________________ 
  

______ other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

After church (please check one:   
_______ Sponsor will take arrangement(s) home 
  

_______ Deliver to shut‐in(s) (names)______________________________________________________________  
Other  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Best Wishes will bill you directly for your arrangements, which will cost $50. (Special floral requests may 
incur an additional charge.) Or you may wish to have the flower committee make an arrangement for 
you for the same price.  Another alternative, you may sponsor the use of BPC’s peace lilies in wor-
ship and donate the cost of an arrangement to a church program or charity of your choice. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Lily Order Form or 
One Great Hour of Sharing Donation 

 

If you wish to place a lily in the Sanctuary for Easter or to make a 
donation to One Great Hour of Sharing in honor/memory of some-
one, please fill in the form below and place it in the offering plate or 
return it to the church office.  The price of a lily is $15.00 each. 
 

   ____number of Lilies ordered   
  
   ____ One Great Hour of Sharing Donation 

 
Given by:_______________________________________________ 
 
Amount enclosed:______________ cash________ /ck#_________ 
 
In memory of: ___________________________________________ 
 
In honor of: _____________________________________________ 
 
Deadline for placing orders is Monday, March 27.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2017 Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series 
Back to Basics 

Supper 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
Worship 6:15‐7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 March 29       April 5 
Host: Blacksburg Pres. Church   Host: Blacksburg United Methodist 
 701 Church Street SE           Life Center, 706 Harding Blvd. 
 Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213      Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Linda Dickerson – “Baptism”    Joe Racek – “Holy Communion” 
Scripture Text: Romans 6:1-14           Scripture Text: Matthew 26:26-29; 
        Luke 22:14-20 
        
            
    
                
        
          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series at BPC 
Volunteers Needed! 

 
 

 
BPC will host the Ecumenical Lenten Dinner on Wednesday, 
March 29th. Volunteers are needed to set up, prepare food, serve 
and clean up.  If you are willing to help, please fill out this form 
and place it in the offering plate, or return it to the office. 
 
 
Name(s):____________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________  Phone:______________________ 
 
 
 
___ Lasagna bakers    (frozen lasagnas may be picked up in the kitchen on  
      Sunday, March 26.) 
 
 ___ Please indicate how many you are able to prepare. 
        (We need a total of 16 lasagna pans.) 
 
___ Cupcake bakers (24 cupcakes)   
 
___ Kitchen crew and servers 
 
___ Greeters 
 
___ Clean-up crew 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact Peggy Kincaid, fellowship@blacksburgpres.org 

or 
540- 808-6154. 

 
 
 
 



BLACKSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ADULT EDUCATION SERIES 
Sunday school class, March 19 - May 21, 2017 

Inspired from the class studying the book, Faithful Resistance by Rick Ufford-Chase, the next eight 
sessions are based on social justice issues mentioned in the book. Outside speakers as well as two of 
our own members will share their expertise in areas that is probably new information for most of us.  
All are welcome and previous class attendance is not needed. 
 

March 26 -- Class Discussion – reflecting on Rick Ufford-Chase’s message  
April 2 -- Speaker: Mike Rosenzweig, Biology Department, VA Tech, and SEEDS Program,  
  Topic: Watershed; SEEDS – Blacksburg Nature Center                                              
April 9 -- Speaker:  Javed Memon-Topic: Living As a Muslim Family in Blacksburg 
April 23 -- Speakers: Holly Lesko and Marcia Davitt -Topic: White Privilege; Dialogue on Race 
April 30 -- Speaker: Dolly Davis President of the Blue Ridge Transgender Alliance- 

Topic: Transgender 
May 7 -- Speaker: Dale Wimberley, Sociology Department, VA Tech- Topic: Inequality 
May 14-- Speaker: BPC Equipping Team-Topic: Next Step for BPC  
May 21—Speaker: Craig Woolsey, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering VA Tech- 

Topic: Robots and Ethics  
 

              
 

Percentages of Annual Budget (after 17% of the year). 
Income (18%) and Spending (12%) through February. 

Income and Spending through February 2017: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Holy Week Services and Activities at BPC 
 

The Labyrinth will be set up in Fellowship Hall (at the far end) 
during Holy week for anyone to come in and 

walk the labyrinth during office hours. 
 
 

Passion/Palm Sunday, April 9 
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

with choirs and orchestra 
 

Maundy Thursday Service, April 13 
At 7:00 p.m. with communion 

 
Good Friday Service, April 14 

Worship at 12:00 noon 
 

Easter Sunday, April 16 
All Church Breakfast sponsored by 

Men of the Church 
At 9:00 a.m. 

 
Easter Egg Hunt 

(for children up through 5th grade) 
Starts at 9:50 a.m. 

Bring your own basket 
 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Visitors are welcome at all events. 
 

 
 


