
 HYMN No. 49 vv. 1-3         The God of Abraham Praise LEONI 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH   
God our helper, our shade, our protector, you are able to give life to the dead, to call 
into being things that do not exist. We trust in your power to make all things new; to 
keep us in sunlight and moonlight, along rocky paths and pathways unknown; until 
all our going and coming brings us at last to your kingdom promised in Christ, in 
whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace. You call us to 
trust in you completely, but we do not. We are timid and fearful as we follow your 
lead. We justify our actions and words, though we know they are not what you re-
quire. We struggle to understand the new life Christ offers, preferring old habits to 
risky change. Forgive us, we pray.  Help us to be born again into the life of Christ, 
trusting that you have included us by grace in the family of faith. In Christ’s name we 
pray.  … (A time of silent confession follows.)  We pray in Jesus’ powerful name.  Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERFUL RESPONSE No. 819 v. 2  FINLANDIA 
  Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake 
  to guide the future surely as the past. 
  Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;  
  all now mysterious shall be bright at last.  
  Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
  his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

This is the good news of the gospel! 
 And it is for you and for all. 
Whatever you have done, 
 Whatever you have failed to do, 
Whoever you are, 
 Whoever you wish you were but are not: 
You are accepted, you are welcomed. 
 You are washed clean, you are raised up. 
You are forgiven, you are set free. 
 In the love of Jesus Christ, you are loved forever. 

  
GRATEFUL RESPONSE No. 49 v.4          The God of Abraham Praise LEONI  

 You have eternal life implanted in the soul; 
 Your love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll. 
 We praise you, living God! We praise your holy name: 
 The first, the last, beyond all thought, and still the same! 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 
   (Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a 
    time of sharing faith together.) 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN       

(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take 
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 12:1-4a 
   
ANTHEM God It Was JOHN BELL 
 Adult Choir 
 

God it was who said to Abraham, 
“Pack your bags and travel on!” 
God it was who said to Sarah, 
“Smile and soon you’ll bear a son!” 
Trav’ling folk and aged mothers 
Wand’ring when they thought they’d done— 
This is how God calls his people, 
Losing all because of One. 

God it was who said to Moses, 
“Save my people, part the sea!” 
God it was who said to Miriam, 
“Sing and dance to show you’re free!” 
Shepherd-saints and tambourinists 
Doing what he knew they could— 
This is how God calls his people, 
Liberating what they should. 

 

In this crowd of common people, 
Once unknown, whom we revere, 
God calls us to share his purpose 
Starting now and starting here. 
So we celebrate his calling, 
So we prize and praise his choice, 
As we pray that through this company 
God will act and raise his voice. 

 
Text & Music: John Bell © 1989, Iona Community, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.  

Used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-701634 
 

SCRIPTURE READING John 3:1-17 
 
SERMON “Community of Christ”             Dr. Catherine Taylor 
 
PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

 HYMN No. 443  There Is a Redeemer       GREEN             
 

 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Congregation  
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES   
 
OFFERTORY Lord, Make Me Thine Instrument DAVID STANLEY YORK 
 Adult Choir 
 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God throughout these forty days. 
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
And praise the Spirit who imparts  
God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen. 
 

       Published by The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, PO Box 340003,  
 Nashville, TN  37203-0003. Web site http://www.umcworship.org.  Used by permission.OneLicense.net #A-7010634 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

HYMN No. 51 To Abraham and Sarah LLANFYLLIN 
 

CHARGE 
    Friends, hold fast to this good news: 
  We know the cross is transforming lives because 
    Somewhere someone is kind when others are unkind, 

Somewhere someone shares with another in need, 
    Somewhere someone refuses to hate, 

Somewhere someone is patient, 
  Somewhere someone returns good for evil, 
             Somewhere someone is born from above. 
    Hold fast to this good news: 

     God is always somewhere, working through someone. 
    Go now in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE To Abraham and Sarah LLANFYLLIN 
 
 

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors. 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213 

540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org  • www.blacksburgpres.org 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church 
 

SECOND SUNDY IN LENT 
MARCH 12, 2017 

 

THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION 
“God’s guidance often occurs as we are moving forward, rather than before our first steps.”   

~Mark Tidsworth 
 
 

      GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. 

If you want to take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided. 
 No signatures, please.  The cards will be collected during the second hymn. 

Together we pray whatever is on our hearts. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you  
  are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.) 
 
PRELUDE There Is a Redeemer  arr. J. S. ANTHONY 

Sara Hunter, flute; Jonathan Anthony, alto saxophone; 
Emma Grace Woolsey, French horn; Juliana Anthony, trombone 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Scott Smith 
For God so loves the world; 

      To have and to hold, for better or for worse,      
 in sickness and in health. 
 For God so loves the world; 
          Enough to turn winter into spring, depression into delight,     
  a cross into a tree of life. 
 For God so loves the world; 
         Enough to turn violence into love, sorrow into joy,     
  death into life. 
 Come, let us worship a God who loves this world! 

 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES 
MARCH 12, 2017 

 
Welcome to all who gather for worship today.  May each of us know something of God’s grace and be 
moved toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what 
you are seeking, you are welcome here.  If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore 
all that happens in life and ministry in this church.   
 
We give thanks for Scott Smith who is our liturgist today. 
 
Words on Creation Care: Since 1970, the six commonly found air pollutants have decreased by more 
than 50%; air toxics from large industrial sources, such as chemical plants, petroleum refineries, and pa-
per mills have been reduced by nearly 70 percent; new cars are more than 90% cleaner and will be even 
cleaner in the future. (EPA) Support regulations by the EPA and other organizations to continue to 
make improvements in the air we breathe. 
 

New Member Class 
Are you interested in joining BPC?  Would you like to take a refresher course?  Know  
someone who would?  Please join us today, March 12, March 19 and 26 during the church 
school hour (9:00-10:00 a.m.) at BPC, led by Catherine Taylor and Kendra Crabtree.  There 

are two classes, followed by an opportunity (on March 26) to join the church and be received by the Ses-
sion.  Contact Jan McGilliard at 540-953-1366 or janmcgilli@gmail.com or Kendra Crabtree at  
kendra@blacksburgpres.org for more information. 
 
DIRECTORIES WILL BE HERE BY THE END OF THE MONTH. We’ll keep you posted! 
 
Save the Date: Faith on Tap will take place on Friday, March 24 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Fatback Soul 
Shack, 2440 Roanoke St., Christiansburg. Register for childcare by March 19th. You can sign up on 
the website at http://blacksburgpres.org/faithontap or at the Welcome Window. 
 
Art Forum with Carol Burch-Brown will be held on Sunday, April 2, following worship, to talk 
about her art and her early experiences with a church. The exhibit will be up from March 7 through the 
end of May. 
 
New River Community Action Blacksburg Head Start Preschool is currently taking applications for  
3 and 4 year olds for School year 2017-2018. Blacksburg Head Start Preschool is a No cost, family-based 
preschool program that prepares children and families for school readiness. For registration information 
call the school office at 540-552-0490 or email ajennings@nrcaa.org to enroll your 3 and/or 4 year old 
today! 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Church Opener: Howard Long      
Elder of the Week:   Today: Ami Jo  Mon-Sunday: Brent Opell  
Ushers:   Jim Echols, Barbara Michelsen, Nancy Alexander and Jack Call 
Counters: John Dillard and Bob Hendricks  
Coffee Hosts: Rich Polikoff Next Week: Lisa and Brian Smith 
 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall 
 Mar. 12 New Member Class at 9:00 a.m. – Prayer Room 
    Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
    Joyful Noise Children’s Choir at 10:00 a.m. 
    Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m. 
    Worship at 10:30 a.m.  
    Equipping Team meets at 11:30 a.m. 
    Youth Group meets at BPC 5:30-7:30p.m. for Dinner & Youth Sunday Prep. 
 Mar. 13 Staff meets at 1:30 p.m. – HCR 
 Mar. 14 Tuesday Morningstars Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR 
    Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH 
    Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room- All are welcome! 
 Mar. 15 Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. - HCR 
    Handbell practice at 6:00 p.m. 
    Lenten Supper Series at Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 600 Prices Fork Rd,
                     Speaker: Joe Carson- “Creed”  
                   Supper-5:30 p.m. Worship-6:15 p.m. 
    Adult Choir practice at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 Mar. 19  Smyth Lecture Speaker- Rick Ufford-Chase preaching at 10:30 a.m.  
    Smyth Lecture –Rick Ufford-Chase –  
     Faithful Resistance: Signs of our Time: What are we up against? 
     at 4:00 p.m. – FH - with reception to follow 
 Mar. 20 Smyth Lecture with Rick Ufford-Chase at 7:00 p.m. – FH 
 Mar. 21 Personnel meets at 5:00 p.m. - WM 
 Mar. 24 Faith on Tap-6:00-8:00 p.m. –Fatback Soul Shack, 2440 Roanoke St. Christiansburg 
 Mar. 26 Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR 
 Mar. 29          BPC hosting 2017 Lenten Supper Series Supper: 5:30-6:15, Worship: 6:15-7:00 p.m. 
 April 1 Memorial service for Dick Baker at 1:00 p.m. with reception to follow 
 April 2 Youth Sunday 
    Art Forum with Carol Burch-Brown following worship 
 April 3 Lydia Circle meets at 1:30 p.m. Catherine Taylor-Leader,     
     Sylvia Echols and Elva Miller Hostesses 
 
 

Adult Education Series January 8-March 12- Hatcher Conference Room 
The adult education team invites all adults to join us for a 10-week class series based on the book, 
Faithful Resistance, by our March Smyth lecturer, Rick Ufford-Chase.    
 

Chapter 10:  Dismantling the Corporate Church as a Step Toward Liberation 
A New Way Forward    
Small But Fierce 

 What if we intentionally deconstructed the massive bureaucracies of our national church 
structure and re-tooled to become the church of the future? 

Conclusion:  Everything in This Story is True 
Class Conveners:  Sarah and Craig Woolsey 



2017 Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series 
Back to Basics 

Supper 5:30-6:15 p.m. 
Worship 6:15‐7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 March 15      March 22 
Host: Unitarian Universalist Congregation  Host: New Life Christian Fellowship 
 1301 Gladewood Drive    130 Jackson Street, NW 
 Blacksburg, VA 24060    Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Joe Carson – “Creed”     Bill King – “Lord’s Prayer” 
Scripture Text: Ezekiel 36:22-32          Scripture Text: Matthew 9:6-15 
 
 March 29       April 5 
Host: Blacksburg Pres. Church   Host: Blacksburg United Methodist 
 701 Church Street SE           Life Center, 706 Harding Blvd. 
 Blacksburg, VA  24060-5213      Blacksburg, VA  24060 
Linda Dickerson – “Baptism”    Joe Racek – “Holy Communion” 
Scripture Text: Romans 6:1-14           Scripture Text: Matthew 26:26-29; 
        Luke 22:14-20 
        
            
    
                
        
          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series at BPC 

Volunteers Needed! 
 
 

 
BPC will host the Ecumenical Lenten Dinner on Wednesday, 
March 29th. Volunteers are needed to set up, prepare food, serve 
and clean up.  If you are willing to help, please fill out this form 
and place it in the offering plate, or return it to the office. 
 
 
Name(s):____________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________  Phone:______________________ 
 
 
 
___ Lasagna bakers    (frozen lasagnas may be picked up in the kitchen on  
      Sunday, March 26.) 
 
 ___ Please indicate how many you are able to prepare. 
        (We need a total of 16 lasagna pans.) 
 
___ Cupcake bakers (24 cupcakes)   
 
___ Kitchen crew and servers 
 
___ Greeters 
 
___ Clean-up crew 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact Peggy Kincaid, fellowship@blacksburgpres.org 

or 
540- 808-6154. 

 
 
 



 
 

The Peace Justice and Global Mission Ministry of BPC  
is highlighting programs each month that are less well known in the congregation  

but are financially supported through the budget. 
 

March : The Office of Public Witness (OPW) in Washington  
In 2017 the support will be $750  

 
 
 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of injustice, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed, go free, and to break every yoke? 
                                       -Isaiah 58:6-9 (NRSV) 

Their Goal is:- 
 
 To make clear to people in government what the Presbyterian General Assembly is 

 concerned about, why, and what can be done to respond to those concerns. 
 This involvement helps to clarify the moral and ethical issues at stake in public policy.  

 
What do they do in Washington? 
 
 Staff members visit national policy-makers, write letters, make phone calls. 
 Occasionally testify before Congress  
 Facilitate the testimony of church leaders.  

 
What do they do for PC(USA) churches around the USA?  
 
 It provides services and information that help Presbyterians express their concerns on social 

justice and government policies to people in government in a timely and effective way. This 
can help make a difference in the kinds of laws, policies, and actions our government sup-
ports. 

 Staff of the OPW join together with PC (USA) leaders and leaders of other faith traditions 
in actions of public demonstration in Washington D.C. 

 The OPW tracks policies and laws being considered by federal legislators that could posi-
tively or negatively effect vulnerable people or environments. 

 
Up-to-the-minute information from the Office of Public Witness about positions and actions:         

www.officeofpublicwitness.blogspot.com 
 
 
 

 
 

Holy Week Services and Activities at BPC 
 

The Labyrinth will be set up in Fellowship Hall (at the far end) 
during Holy week for anyone to come in and 

walk the labyrinth during office hours. 
 
 

Passion/Palm Sunday, April 9 
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday Service, April 13 

At 7:00 p.m. with communion 
 

Good Friday Service, April 14 
Worship at 12:00 noon 

 
Easter Sunday, April 16 

All Church Breakfast sponsored by 
Men of the Church 

At 9:00 a.m. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
(for children up through 5th grade) 

Starts at 9:50 a.m. 
Bring your own basket 

 
Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Visitors are welcome at all events. 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,   
     so that everyone who believes in him    

 may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

Indeed, God did not send the Son       
   into the world to condemn the world,     
    but in order that        

   the world might be saved through him.” 
 

John 3:16-17 NRSV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Lily Order Form or 
One Great Hour of Sharing Donation 

 

If you wish to place a lily in the Sanctuary for Easter or to make a 
donation to One Great Hour of Sharing in honor/memory of some-
one, please fill in the form below and place it in the offering plate or 
return it to the church office.  The price of a lily is $15.00 each. 
 

   ____number of Lilies ordered   
  
   ____ One Great Hour of Sharing Donation 

 
Given by:_______________________________________________ 
 
Amount enclosed:______________ cash________ /ck#_________ 
 
In memory of: ___________________________________________ 
 
In honor of: _____________________________________________ 
 
Deadline for placing orders is Monday, March 27.  

 
 
 
 


